SOVEREIGN ORDER OF ST. JOHN
OF JERUSALEM,
KNIGHTS HOSPITALLER
Founded in Jerusalem 1113, continuing through Czar Nicholas II Confirmed by the
Royal Charter and Constitution of H.M. King Peter Il of Yugoslavia.

Pro Fide, Pro Utilitate Hominum

INTERNATIONAL NEWSLETTER. OCTOBER 2020

COVERING THE 2020 SOVEREIGN COUNCIL MEETING
AND GRAND MASTER TSAR PAUL 1. PART 2.

Regrettably, the Covid-19 pandemic caused the 2020 Sovereign Council meeting to be held
“virtually.” The good news is that the meeting was held using Zoom technology and the
meeting has been considered a success with much accomplished. The following is a synopsis of
some of the accomplishments.
Following required procedures in the Rules, a Special Sovereign Council meeting was held on
July 15, 2020 approving the regularly scheduled 2020 Sovereign Council meeting to be held
electronically instead of in person due to the current pandemic.
Thanks to Zoom technology and the technical expertise of Grand Marshal Richard Earthy and
Chevalier George Higgins, the Order conducted a very successful two-day meeting on September
17 and 18. The meeting was presided over by Grand Master William Stein, GCSJ, CMSJ, MMSJ
Day 1. (5 Hours)
All members of the Sovereign Council were present online (with two members by proxy)
confirming a quorum was present. A further 37 members registered as observers. Participants
were located in Australia, Britain, Canada, Denmark, Finland, Hong Kong, Scotland and the
United States.
The following is a brief summary of matters covered:
. Financial reports were reviewed, and the 2020 Budget approved
. Reports were received from the Grand Officers, Grand Priories and Priories of Finland,
Britain, Brittany in France, Denmark and Hungary.
. H E Bailiff Victor Feros, GCSJ, MMSJ, the Grand Prior of Australasia, delivered a verbal
report on the Australasian Grand Priory
. Other reports were made on behalf of the Supreme Court, Ecclesiastical Council, and
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proposals for enhancing the Promotions and Awards protocols.
. The Grand Commander reported that a thorough review of the translation into English
of the King Peter II Constitution had been done by language experts and double
checked. Some revisions in wording had been recommended and accepted by Le Petit
Conseil. The revised English version is in the Order’s website.
. The Webmaster gave his report
. Grand Prior of Canada, Stewart Johnston, KJSJ, made a presentation on work that had
been done by a committee in Canada to standardize the Sovereign Order’s Canadian
Visual Identity. It was aparent that all levels of the Order seemed to be using
differing styles, typefaces and logos. The Sovereign Council applauded this initiative and
asked that a committee be set up to include non-Canadians with a view to standardizing the
visual identity throughout the Sovereign Order with due allowance for paper sizes and the like.

REVISION OF THE RULES
The Grand Commander advised the meeting that since January 2019 a Rules Committee
consisting of himself, Bailiff Frank Anfield (a retired Registrar General), Bailiff Owen Brown
(former Grand Commander), Grand Marshal Richard Earthy, Chevalier and Parliamentarian
Parker MacCarthy (a sitting Judge), and Bailiff and Prior Janet Miller (a lawyer). They had spent many
hours reviewing the 2012 Rules of the Order and recommending updates based on current
situations. The recommended revised Rules had been reviewed extensively and unanimously
approved by members of Le Petit Conseil. The Rules had also been submitted to several
members of the Sovereign Council, the Grand Master and the Supreme Court prior the meeting
for comments.
Some 250, mostly minor, changes had been recommended. However, the Grand Commander
drew attention to three specific additional changes relating to: the Code of Ethics, Emergency
Powers in unexpected situations, such as the current pandemic, and Age Limits.
Inclusion of Dubbing of Dames and proposed revamped Promotions and Awards were discussed
separately and were not included in the current proposed Rules changes. Following much
discussion the Sovereign Council approved the proposed changes to the Rules subject to further
minor amendments.
Day 2. (4 Hours)
Again, all members of the Sovereign Council (including two proxies) attended online and an
additional 31 members attended as observers.
Proposed Amendments to The King Peter II Constitution
Through the Chair, the Grand Commander proposed that three amendments to the Constitution be
considered by members of the Sovereign Council.
The first Amendment related to revising the existing definition of the second Vice-President and
proposing that the second Vice-President be elected by non-Le Petit Conseil (LPC) Bailiff members of
the Sovereign Council until the next regularly scheduled Sovereign Council Meeting. This was
approved by the Sovereign Council.
The second proposed Amendment related to certain confusion of the “highest ranking officer”
and “traditional order of rank” as defined in Section 7 1) b) of the Constitution. Corrections
recently made in the translation of the Constitution of the original French phase of “le plus
ancient,” which could be interpreted to mean the longest serving Bailiff whereas the
Constitution clearly states that the Grand Commander is “the highest ranking officer of the 5
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Conventual Bailiffs and is officially the Vice-President to the Sovereign Council and the first
replacement for the Grand Master.” To clarify this the Sovereign Council approved amending the
words “by traditional order” to “by traditional order of rank.”
The third Amendment relates to appointing Knight’s and Dame’s of Justice. The Constitution states
that a special prerogative of the Grand Master is “Appointing Knights, Dames, of Justice, once a year
on June 24.” In our current practices these appointments have been recognized at Investitures,
usually at the Knights or Dames Commandery.
The Sovereign Council approved replacing the existing wording in the Constitution to “Announcing
each year the appointments made in the last 12 months of Knights and Dames on the Saint John’s
Feast Day, June 24.”
The Rules of the Sovereign Order require that any Amendment to the Constitution must be
approved a) by at least a two-thirds majority of the members of the Sovereign Order AND, b)
by a two-thirds majority vote approval by the whole membership in good standing (known as
the Chapter-General) of the Order. On September 21, 2020 the Grand Commander wrote to
all members of the Order explaining the procedures and seeking members to vote by ballot on the
proposed Constitutional amendments already approved by the Sovereign Council. He requested that
ballots be returned by December 16. If approved, the Amendments will take effect as from February
1, 2021.
Rule Change, Dubbing of Dames
The Grand Hospitaller, H E Conventual Bailiff May Storrie, CBE, GCSJ, MMSJ tabled proposed
wording to the Rules providing for the dubbing of Dame Aspirants, subject to prior approval by the
Commandery’s Priory.
Following extensive discussion on both the proposal and procedures there were two
amendments to the proposed Rule change which were approved. It was agreed that
process matters such as how votes were to be carried out and how on-request dubbing of existing
members would be fit into the Investiture Service be referred back to Le Petit Conseil to establish the
relevant policies.
Grand Commander’s Report
Grand Commander H E Conventual Bailiff Ian Reid, GCSJ, MMSJ & Bar referred to his previously
distributed written report. He stated that much has been achieved in terms of updating of policies
since the 2018 Sovereign Council meeting and that he looked forward to consolidation and
expansion of the Sovereign Order.

NEXT SOVEREIGN COUNCIL MEETINGS
2022 Vancouver, Canada
2024 Australia with a warm welcome from Grand Prior of Australasia, Victor Feros.
2026 The Palm Beaches, USA
Grand Prior of Canada Stewart Johnston gave a brief overview of planning already underway for the
2022 Sovereign Council meeting and events to be held on September 12 to 18, 2022
Historical Timeline Report
H E Conventual Bailiff Grand Conservator, Grand Master Emeritus HOSJ Joe Rudé III, GCSJ reported to
the meeting on progress being made towards producing a book describing the history of the
Sovereign Order and its legitimacy within the Order of St. John. Numerous members and others are
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writing chapters of the book. He feels this is a very worthwhile project.
Election of Members to Le Petit Conseil
The following members were elected to Le Petit Conseil until the next regular Sovereign Council
meeting:
Grand Commander. H E Conventual Bailiff Ian Reid, GCSJ, MMSJ & Bar
Grand Marshal. H E Conventual Bailiff Richard Earthy, GCSJ, MMSJ
Grand Hospitaller. H E Conventual Bailiff May Storrie, CBE, GCSJ, MMSJ
Grand Conservator. H E Conventual Bailiff Joe Rudé III, GCSJ
Grand Counsellor. H E Conventual Bailiff & Prior Janet Miller, GCSJ, MMSJ

Election of 2nd Vice President
Following earlier revised approval for the selection of a 2nd Vice President from the remaining
non-Conventual Bailiffs it was proposed, seconded and approved that former Grand
Commander Bailiff Owen Brown, GCSJ, GCMSJ, MMSJ be the 2nd Vice President until the following
Sovereign Council meeting.

RETIREMENTS
The Grand Master named the following Bailiffs, who having reached the mandatory retirement age
of 80, were about to retire as active members of the Sovereign Council. The Grand Master
acknowledged their services to the Sovereign Order and thanked each one of them: Bailiff Frank
Anfield GCSJ, MMSJ, Bailiff Brooks Mancini GCSJ and Conventual Bailiff David Petitpierre GCSJ, MMSJ.

AWARDS
The Grand Master announced the following awards recommended by Le Petit Conseil and
approved by him:
Silver Cross of Merit (CMSJ) to:
H E Bailiff Grand Prior of the USA and Central America Suzanne Turner, GCSJ, CMSJ, MMSJ
Bailiff Suzanne Turner was invested in June of 2000 as a member of the
San Francisco Commandery. She immediately became a member of an
Eastern US Commandery Development Team and aided in the founding of
the Commanderies of the Palm Beaches, Nicaragua, New York, West Indies,
Cleveland and Houston.
At the time of the founding of the Commandery of the Palm Beaches in
November 2000 she became a Vice Commander and within 18 months
became the Commander in which she served until 2004 when she became
the founding Commander of the Washington, DC Commandery.

International SOSJ Newsletter October 2020

4

In 2008 she was appointed Prior of the Eastern United States. She became a Bailiff in 2008, the same
year she coordinated the Sovereign Council meeting in Washington, D C.
In 2016 she was elected Grand Prior of the Americas. In that role, she undertook the largest
re-organization of the Grand Priory of the Americas including the establishment of the Grand Priory of
Canada, an additional Priory in Canada, and two additional priories in the United States. In 2018 she
was awarded the Medal of Merit.
As Grand Prior she has held training sessions for Commandery and Priory leadership in several
locations throughout the United States and created a Grand Priory Training Task Force that has been
developing and facilitating various training venues. She has traveled and participated in numerous
Commandery investitures and fundraising activities in Canada and the United States and has
attended all but one Sovereign Council meeting since 2000. During the past four years she has held
Grand Priory Council meetings annually in an effort to enhance communication among members of
distant Commanderies and Priories.
H E Conventual Bailiff Grand Counsellor David Petitpierre, GCSJ, CMSJ, MMSJ.
Conventual Bailiff David Petitpierre was invested into the Sovereign Order
Commandery in Vancouver in 2005, where he has remained an active and
contributing Member ever since. He began his service at the international
level in 2008 when he was asked to assume the Position of Registrar General
until 2012. He has continued to serve in various international capacities ever
since in both special assignments and as a Bailiff and Conventual Bailiff, first as
Grand Hospitaller and subsequently as Grand Counsellor.
Since 2012 he has produced the International newsletter. He also managed
the Archiving of the Order’s records and has been involved in other projects
particularly relating to the creation of the website and the early development
of the Order’s History Project. David was appointed a Bailiff in 2013 and elected to Le Petit Conseil in
January 2015 and re-elected in 2016 and 2018.
David Petitpierre has attended all ten Sovereign Council meetings since his investiture.

Medal of Merit ( MMSJ) to:
H E Bailiff Grand Prior Emeritus John Dustan, GCSJ, MMSJ
Bailiff Grand Prior Emeritus John Dustan was invested in 1998 in Vancouver.
He prepared the video on the history of the Sovereign Order which was given
to the attendees of the 2000 Sovereign Council meeting in Vancouver and
is on today’s website.
Bailiff Dustan became the Commander of the Vancouver Commandery in
2002. Subsequently he was elected Prior of Canada in 2002 and an extension
in 2006. He was appointed Bailiff in 2008.
Bailiff Dustan was elected as Grand Prior of the Americas in 2010 and received a two-year extension
in 2014. While Grand Prior, he attended all Investitures that were possible and attracted all with his
charm and warm personality. The Grand Priory grew during his term and member Commanderies
hosted two Sovereign Councils.
He was an advocate for, and the Grand Priory funded, the Grand Priory of the Americas Directory
and saw to its annual updating and production. It is the base of the current design for the Directory
of the whole Order on the website.
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Bailiff Dustan has attended all but one Sovereign Council meeting since his investiture.
Chevalier Robin Elliott, KCJSJ, MMSJ.
Knight Commander of Justice Robin Elliott was invested in 2001 in Vancouver.
For many years, he was the Receiver General of the Vancouver Commandery
and Treasurer of the Order of St John Palliative Care Foundation which owns
the St John Hospice in Vancouver. He also served on the Commandery Executive
Committee in this period. These are time consuming responsibilities in a large
Commandery with substantial assets.
Chevalier Elliott was appointed Lieutenant to the Grand Commander for Finance
in 2015. The main responsibility of this position is the preparation of the
consolidated financial statements for the Sovereign Order prior to each regular Sovereign Council
meeting. This is probably the most thankless task in the Sovereign Order.
Chevalier has attended most Sovereign Council meetings since his investiture.
Chevalier Rémy Leprette, KJSJ, MMSJ
In 2008 Chevalier Leprette was asked by Grand Master Yves de Villepin to
join the Board of Directors of the Association of Social Works and
Hospitallers of the Priory of Brittany. This is the organization that runs the 8
million Euro charitable operations in Brittany. In 2009 he was invested.
He is member of the Commandery Leon Cornouaille in the Priory of Brittany,
France. Today he is a Knight of Justice. At the request of the Emeritus
Grand Master Yves de Villepin he also participated in the Sovereign
Order’s Working Group in Europe as assistant interpreter.
From 2011 to 2016 he was President of the Association of Social Works and
Hospitallers for the Regular Order of St. John of the Holy Land in Britain.
Besides traveling to the Working Group meetings, he has also attended
many Sovereign Council meetings including in Scotland, Budapest, San
Francisco, Malta, Cleveland, and Finland.
Chevalier Leprette also acts as translator for many Sovereign Order documents.
H E Bailiff Prior Janet Miller, GCSJ, MMSJ
Bailiff Prior Miller was invested in 2004 as a founding member of the Cleveland
Commandery. She was rapidly promoted through the various ranks,
becoming Dame of Justice in 2012 based on her active service to the
Commandery. She served four years as Vice-Commander before
becoming Commander in 2011. She was an enthusiastic supporter of the
Sovereign Order’s goal of helping the sick and the poor as well as developing
internal tools such as a detailed Investiture Manual. While increasing
membership, she also ensured numerous member activities took place. In
2013 she became Prior of what is now the Northeastern United States, a
position she maintains today.
Bailiff Miller was one of the main organisers for the very successful Cleveland
Sovereign Council meeting in 2016. She has attended nearly all Sovereign
Council meetings since her Investiture including Malta, Washington DC, Budapest, San Francisco,
Cleveland and Tampere. She has provided significant legal support to the Grand Master. Bailiff Miller
was a member of the Rules Update Committee that is clarifying and bringing the Rules of the
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Sovereign Order up to date where required by modern practice.
Silver Cross of Merit
H M E H Bailiff Grand Master William Stein, GCSJ, CMSJ, MMSJ
On behalf of Le Petit Conseil Bailiff Grand Commander Ian Reid announced the
award of the Silver Cross of Merit to Bailiff Grand Master William Stein.
Grand Master Stein joined the Sovereign Order in 1993 at San Francisco. He
immediately participated in the management of the Christmas Ball and continued
to do so until 2005. Grand Master Stein was active on the Commandery Council and
Priory Council. Grand Master Stein became a Knight of Justice in 2000 and Knight
Commander of Justice in 2005 and was elected Commander of the San Francisco
Commandery in the same year. Reflecting his position as an Appellate Court judge for the State of
California, he became a Judge on the Order’s Supreme Court in 2000 and Chief Justice in 2002
In recognition for his great contributions to the Order, he was appointed Bailiff in 2006. In 2012 he
converted the Rules of the Sovereign Order to the much more accessible subject sequence in use
today. Subsequently, he was active in mediating various disputes within the Sovereign Order as it
entered a period of dissension.
Grand Master Stein was elected Grand Marshal in 2016 at the Cleveland Sovereign Council
meeting where he served on LPC through the very difficult period from 2016 to 2018. In particular, he
also acted effectively as legal counsel for the Sovereign Order in dealing with the numerous legal
filings of the time.
He was elected Grand Master in 2018 at the Tampere Sovereign Council meeting and has presided
over every Investiture but one since his election, and has led the discussions with the Grand Priory of
Australasia.
A video of the proceedings of the whole two-day Sovereign Council meeting is available in the
Member News section of the website at www.sosjinternational.org
TSAR PAUL 1
The following article is Part 2 of former Grand Conservator H. E. Bailiff Emeritus René Tonna-Barthet
discussing the validity of Tsar Paul 1 as the 71st Grand Master of the Order of St. John. Part 1 was
published in the June 2020 International Newsletter.
Continuing the first part of the Four Criticisms aimed at Tsar Paul I,
showing unacceptability of his Grand Mastership, which although is
grudgingly accepted, and shown as de Facto, and not as de Jure. In
my previous article, I had countered the first of these criticisms,
namely:
1)That not all langues were present at the Tsar’s election, and
2)That a Schismatic Tsar could never be the head of a religious
and Catholic Order immediately subject to the Pope.
3) We now come to the third point, namely that the Tsar was only an
Honorary Grand Cross, even though he was Protector, and therefore
was not a full member of the Order.
The Treaty made and signed by Grand Master De Rohan Polduc, at
the behest of Pope Pius VI, and which was also signed later by Grand
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Master von Hompesch on the one side and by the Tsar on the other, was a Treaty between two
Sovereigns, (the Order was Sovereign) and consequently Paul I was by all rights a full member of the
Order, quite apart that the Tsar was a Fons Honorum in his own right.
This counter argument demolishes completely the rejection of Paul I as a person who had no right
to be elected Grand Master. It must also be pointed out that at that time Pope Pius VI, was seeking
some form of protection against the invading forces of Napoleon, and that is why the request was
first made to the Tsar in the first instance. It must also be obvious to all observers, that the Tsar would
not have accepted such a position if he considered possible that his decision to accept his election,
could be attacked and debated.
4) The fourth criticism is that Paul I was a married man, and could therefore never have been the
head of a religious and Catholic Order and taken the vows of Poverty, Chastity and Obedience,
which have always been the essence of religious Knighthood.
Professor Harrison Smith and Bailiff Storace, in their book “The Development of the Order from 1798
to 1970” quote a variety of historians and reasons why these four points are not valid criticisms. The
answer to this last point, was given by the Tsar himself in his declaration of 24th November 1798, and
specifically when he said “We do not pretend in any degree as Emperor of all the Russias, to the
smallest right or advantage which may threaten any of the Powers, our Allies.” And whilst accepting
the Grand Mastership, he did not divest himself of the Sovereign Rights which were inherent in him
Jure Sanguinis according to International Law, and “therefore whether as Protector or Grand Master,
when he approved his election, held on 7th November 1798, the proceedings were ipso facto legal.
Furthermore, these proceedings became valid and legitimate, because as an autocrat, his rule was
absolute”(Harrison Smith)
It is to me, unbelievable that such detailed examination has been indulged by those who want to
protect other Orders, whilst trying to destroy ours, and in so doing detracting from the election of Paul
I and which process was, finally, started by Pope Pius VI himself.
The Pope at that time was under imaginable stress due to the Napoleonic invasion of Europe, and
growing influence against the Roman Catholic Church and was desperately looking for some
Protector who could be strong enough to withstand Napoleon, and which process was finalised by
Grand Master de Rohan Polduc.
It must also not be forgotten that this election by the Knights who went to Russia, after having been
ousted from Malta, was according to the Bulls and decrees of Popes Paschal II (1113 a.d.), Pope
Anasthasius IV (1153 a.d.) Pope Gregory XIII (1572 a.d.) and Pope Urban VIII (1634 a.d.) and which
state inter alia “In case of thy death, no man shall take possession of thy place as Chief and Master
by underhand subtlety or by violence, unless duly elected by the professed brothers, with the help
of God…” Furthermore, by the decree of Anasthasius IV (1153) and the Bull of Urban VIII (1634) both
decreed that a Grand Master had to be elected from amongst his peers. This certainly could not be
said of the “Nomination” and Appointment” by Pope Pius VII, of the so-called 73rd Grand Master
Tomassi di Cortona, which appointment was carried after acceptance by Napoleon, and without
any semblance of an election whatsoever.
Having said all the above, however, we must not lose sight of the political scenario of Europe and
indeed the Holy See itself at that time. We know that Napoleonic forces entered Tuscany on March
25th 1799, and after his arrest, Pius VI was carried out of Florence on the 27th of the same month, and
he succumbed to his bad treatment and died on the way on 29th August, 1799. Pius VII was
therefore elected against this scenario, and several historians amongst whom are Peirreredon,
Poitvin and Harrison Smith, say that Pius VII ordered that the validity of this “nomination” ought not
to be examined too closely in view of the events of the time. Some of these historians point out that
Pope Pius VI neither agreed or disagreed with the election of Tsar Paul I, and certainly put up no
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objections, other than a very slight protest. In the archives of the Venerable Order of St. John there is
a document “unpublished Manuscript” by Edmund Frazer and edited by Major HA Balbi, which deals
with this problem. It is stated therein that Pius VII had suggested that one must not be too critical of
the norms and forms in difficult times in reviewing the action of September 1802. Pierre Varillon, in his
“L’Epopée de Chaevaliers de Malte gives Pius VII’s specific language with regard to ignoring these
rules.
Pierreredon and AF Artaud de Montor say that Pius VII, on the appointment of Tomassi, is stated to
have said “that the candidate was to be considered as if he had been “elected” by a general
chapter of the Order.” This if true, and according to these historians, is of course a tacit agreement,
that the whole process of this appointment was incorrect. However it must also not be forgotten that
the Pope is Fons Honorum in his own right, and he has every power to create validly and legally, his
own Orders, of which he has some three or four of which the Sovereign Miltary Order of Malta (SMOM)
is one.
H. E. Bailiff Emeritus René Tonna-Barthet. GCSJ, GCMSJ, CMSJ & Bar, MMSJ
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