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Tuesday, 24 September 2020

Dear friends,

I am writing to you today to share some wonderful news. Jens and I have formed a new commandery for SOSJ in
Denmark.  We are called The Dagmar Commandery of Denmark. After 6 months of non-stop work we achieved
full commandery status at the Glasgow Investiture in August of this year, when we invested 6 wonderful aspirants
to join us along with 4 other SOSJ Members to give us a Founding Membership of 12.

And, we are not wasting any time. We are identifying projects to fund, recruiting another 15+ aspirants, and
organizing a most fantastic Inaugural Investiture.

It would be very special for us if you were able to join us. Here are some planning details:

DATE: 17 - 24 June 2020 (if you want to join in all the fun)

19 - 21 June 2020 (if you just want to attend the investiture)

LOCATION: Copenhagen, Denmark

HIGHLIGHTS: 17 June 2020: Arrive, settle in, Meet & Greet.

18 June 2020:

Option 1:  Bus up country and tour 2 of Denmark’s famous castles and enjoy an afternoon
performance of Shakespeare’s HAMLET, right in Hamlet’s castle.

Option 2:  Frolic in Tivoli and round off the day with tickets to attend a EUROPEAN
CHAMPIONSHIP FOOTBALL tournament game.  Denmark is hosting 2 of the European
Championships in 2020 and Jens has been able to put a number of excellent seats aside
for your viewing pleasure.

Both options are once in a lifetime experiences.  I am having trouble deciding which one I
will choose.

19 June 2020:  Tour the Highlights of Copenhagen by day and enjoy a fantastic “BBQ – Danish
Style” by night.

20 June 2020:  Participate in a never before Investiture at St. Bent’s Church in Ringsted, the
historical burial church of Denmark’s Kings and Queens. By special permission from the Lutheran
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Church of Denmark, our Investiture will be part of the 850th Anniversary weekend celebration of
St. Bendt’s.  Imagine participating in the processional with 500+ people watching from the pews.

20 June 2020:  Attend the Gala Dinner in a spectacular venue and dance the night away under a
Danish moon.

21 June 2020: For those not leaving today you might wish to consider a day trip to the beautiful
seaside villages of the Danish Riviera.

22 June 2020: Today you will have free time to explore Denmark, the wonderful museums of
Copenhagen, canal trips, the famous Louisiana Museum, Christiana, Copenhagen’s Free Town,
Stroget, the fantastic shopping street, et al. And, another European Championship Game in the
evening for those interested in attending.

23 June 2020:  Join us for our St. John’s Day Celebration. Sankthansaften or Saint John's Eve takes
place around Copenhagen and all of Denmark. In Denmark, the solstice is tied to the feast of Saint
John the Baptist, known in Denmark as Sankt Hans (“Hans” being the diminutive for Johannes, or
John), who was supposedly born on June 24th. Because Danes like celebrating the eves of things
(a sneaky way to make holidays longer, I suspect! Tip of the hat to you, Denmark), that means
June 23rd is marked as Sankt Hans Aften.

The meaning of the summer solstice has varied through time: the Viking visited water wells and
held bonfires to ward off evil spirits. In medieval times, curative herbs were gathered for the year.
Until 1770, this was considered a national holiday. The bonfire tradition continues to this
day. Speeches are often followed by singing. Though church hymns were previously sung, in 1885
“Vi Elsker Vort Land” (We Love Our Country) by Holger Drachmann became the patriotic anthem
of the holiday and is still sung today.

We have attached our initial “Save The Date” form. This is merely an expression of interest, which
will provide us with information we need to begin Stage #1 of our planning.  It does not obligate
you in any way. We hope you will provide us with the pleasure of extending Danish hospitality to
you as only Danes can. Mark the dates and please come if you can.

Yours in St. John,

Dame Lynda-May and Commander Jens Vexo


