ST. JOSEPH
COMMANDERY NEWSLETTER
JULY 2018
MESSAGE FROM THE COMMANDER
Christopher Citti
Dear Knights and Dames,
Summer is definitely here. The weather has been enjoyable. I know many of you are enjoying
your vacation time. Be safe and have a wonderful summer full of fun with family and friends.
Please join me in congratulating HMEH Grand Master William Douglas Stein on his recent
election at the Sovereign Council Meeting in Tampere, Finland earlier this month. Bill has been
a member of our Sovereign Order since 1993 and has served in many capacities, including
Commander of the San Francisco Commandry, Chief Judge of the Supreme Court of the Order, and Grand Marshal.
Congratulations Bill!
June was the kick off for our first Summer Socials. I want to thank Jeff and Elizabeth Strawn for their gracious
hospitality. Many of us enjoyed their beautiful home playing Bocce Ball and eating a fabulous array of food and
drinking great wines. I encourage our members to please attend one of the next two socials. On July 19, John and
Donna DuBois will host A Knight Out at their home. On August 16 Game Knight will be hosted by Norm and Allison
Kline, and Khanh and David Russo. These events are purely social and for members to mingle with each other.
Our Summer Garden Party, “Under the Tuscan Sun”, is September 15 at Dame Catharina van Gorcum-Elfrink and her
husband Willem’s estate in Los Gatos. The Summer Garden Committee, chaired by Tom and Alison Bakewell, has an
evening planned that you will not forget. Diamonte tickets will include a private sommelier wine tasting hour,
including fine Italian wines and a fabulous array of appetizers starting at 3 p.m., Premio tickets will include cocktails,
appetizers and dinner starting at 4 p.m. Valet Parking will be in front of the estate.
As your Commander, one of my duties is to fund raise for the Summer Garden Party. Our goal this year is to raise a
minimum of $150,000.00 to meet the obligations to our charities. Your invitation to the event will arrive in the next
few days. I know many of you sponsor year to year and I ask you to review all the levels. Please help us by considering
a higher level, if possible. All monies that are received before the Summer Garden Party stay with St Joseph
Commandery. Please consider giving before the event. When given the day of the Summer Garden Party we share the
profits with other commanderies.

I look forward to seeing you all soon.
.
Yours in St. John,
Christopher Citti
Commander, St. Joseph Commandery

St. Joseph Commandery
Golf Tournament
St. Joseph Commandery’s annual Golf Tournament took
place on May 18th at the Cinnabar Hills Golf Club in San Jose.
Forty pairs of golfers began their afternoon with a Shotgun
Start. Players of all levels took to the courses for an
afternoon of fun. First prize for the day went to the team
headed by Brian Rauschhuber of the Commandery of the
Sierras, and the members of his foursome, Charles Sossa,
Chris Carroll and Ryan Heaton.

St. Joseph Commandery
Wine Tasting
Non-golfers and St. Joseph Commandery guests boarded a party bus on May 18th at the Cinnabar Hills Golf
Club and began an afternoon of wine tasting. The group began their trip with a wine tasting and an elegant
picnic lunch at Sarah’s Vineyard. Their second stop was Clos LaChance Winery, which is owned by St. Joseph
Commandery member Bill Murphy and his wife Brenda. After enjoying a flight of wines, the group moved on
to their final stop at Guglielmo Winery in Morgan Hill.

In the early evening the golfers, the wine tasting group and many other members of the Sovereign Order
joined together for a wonderful cocktail party and dinner in the clubhouse of Cinnabar Hills Golf Club. Commander Chris Citti and his committee provided a fantastic day of fun for everyone. The funds raised at this
event helped to provide the funding for almost 50 per cent of our commitment to our 2018 charities.

St. Joseph Commandery
Golf Tournament Cocktails and Dinner

2018 Summer Garden Party
Underwriting Opportunities
Platinum $25,000

Bronze $5,000

Named underwriter for the Venue
Limousine service for 10
Exclusive sommelier tasting for 10
VIP Seating for 10
Recognition in the Program and Newsletter

Named underwriter for the Centerpieces
Exclusive sommelier tasting for 2
VIP seating for 2
Recognition in the Program and Newsletter

Gold $20,000
Named underwriter for the Bar
Exclusive sommelier tasting for 6
VIP seating for 6
Recognition in the Program and Newsletter

Rose Gold $15,000
Named underwriter for the Entertainment
Exclusive sommelier tasting for 4
VIP seating for 4
Recognition in the Program and Newsletter

Nickel $2,500
Named underwriter for the Invitations
Exclusive sommelier tasting for 2
VIP seating for 2
Recognition in the Program and Newsletter

Copper $1,000
Named underwriter for the Postage
Exclusive sommelier tasting for 2
Recognition in the Program and Newsletter

Ticket Prices
Silver $10,000
Named underwriter for the Entertainment
Exclusive sommelier tasting for 2
VIP seating for 2
Recognition in the Program and Newsletter

Diamonte—$400 (Includes exclusive sommelier tasting)
Premio—$275 Standard ticket

2018 Summer Socials
A Knight of Bocce Ball
By Dame Allison Abbott-Kline

Chevalier Jeff Strawn and his wife Elizabeth hosted a delightful evening of fun and fellowship as
members of the St. Joseph Commandery enjoyed the first of 3 Summer Socials. Their inviting backyard, complete
with a bocce court, was the setting as over 25 members mingled and noshed on savory delights. Our Commander
Chris Citti thanked our hosts for their hospitality and reminded everyone to consider underwriting this year’s
Summer Garden Party “Under the Tuscan Sun”, and to bring a new couple to the event.
There are two more opportunities to attend a Summer Social, July 19th at the home of former Commander John
DuBois and Donna Dubois and August 13th at the home of Chevalier Norman Kline and Dame Allison AbbottKline. These events are a wonderful opportunity to visit with fellow Knights, Dames and Squires, as well as a
chance to bring a potential Aspirant to learn more about our Sovereign Order and the charities we support. If
you have any questions, please contact Dame Allison Abbott-Kline 408-464-4721.

Spotlight on
Chevalier Peter Coe Verbica
Chevalier Peter Coe Verbica has contributed a short story to The MX Book of
New Sherlock Holmes Stories, Volume X. Released in May 2018, this is the
latest volume in a series which features contributions from over 100 of the
world’s leading Sherlock Holmes authors. Peter’s story, “The Musician Who
Spoke From the Grave”, is one of 37 new Holmes stories to be published this
year. Royalties from the book will be donated to Stepping Stones, a school for
children with learning disabilities, hosted at Undershaw, Sir Arthur Conan
Doyle’s former home.
Peter has authored several books, including The Missing Tales of Sherlock
Holmes (as Compiled by Peter Coe Verbica, JD), A Key to the Grove and Other
Poems, and Hard-Won Cowboy Wisdom (Not Necessarily in Order of
Importance).

The Symbols of our Sovereign Order
The Cross of Amalfi is an eight pointed white cross with four equal arms. Historically, the symbol was that of the merchants and
city of Amalfi and it became, in Jerusalem during the tenure of Grand Master Raymond du Puy (1121—1158), the symbol of the
hospital founded by Brother Gerard and his confreres. It was later assumed by the Sovereign Order throughout its history in the
Holy Land, in Cyprus, in Rhodes and in Malta. It continues to this day as the most publicly recognized symbol of the Sovereign
Order.
The Flag of the Sovereign Order is a white Cross of Amalfi on a red backgbround. The proportions should be 2:1 (i.e.—a flag whose
width is twice its height). For marine use, this may be 1:1.

St. Joseph Commandery Dates to Remember

Investiture Dates

July Summer Social - July 19, 2018

Victoria Commandery - October 20, 2018

August Summer Social - August 16, 2018

Commandery of Hungary - November 24, 2018

Summer Garden Party – September 15, 2018

Priories of the Western United States and San
Francisco Area - April 26 and 27, 2019

Commandery Christmas Party - December 13, 2018

Other Upcoming Events
Thank you to Dame Allison Abbott-Kline and Bob Avery

Western Military Commandery “Under the Angels”
October 6, 2018
San Francisco Commandery White Cross Ball
December 1, 2018

who graciously provided photographs for our
newsletter.

International Website
The International Website has become one of our most important tools. The focus of this website is to provide information
for members and potential new members. The Commandery Profile is a particularly important tool when our Aspirants are
looking for information about our Sovereign Order and especially about the work of our St. Joseph Commandery. To use this
website, you must go to http://SOSJInternational.org/register/ and fill in the requested data and set up your own password.
Please register today.

