Victoria Commandery since 1996
Victoria Commandery, based on Vancouver Island, is in the Provincial Capital of
British Columbia and has evolved from a small cell of enthusiastic and influential
Members in 1996, to a large group of enthusiastic and influential Members 24
years later. Our very active 63 Members participate in every aspect of need in
Victoria, supporting the arts, participating in volunteering, and contributing to
projects related to health and poverty issues. Although we live in an old and
charming city, our Commandery is progressive and visionary, constantly exploring
ways in which we can help the sick and the poor.

Below is what we have been up to in 2020. For more information on our
charitable endeavours since 2007, click on “Helping the Sick and the Poor”
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Victoria Commandery donates $100,000 to Victoria Charities
The Sovereign Order of St John of Jerusalem, Knights Hospitaller, recognized the
community needs in Victoria this last month by donating $100,000 in three areas
to organizations in dire need of funding. In this most stressful and unusual year
the Victoria Commandery felt it necessary to step up in time to put rubber on the
road before Christmas to help agencies that form the backbone of their
community.
Three areas were targeted:

1) The Victoria Senior Christmas Program, in partnership with St.
Vincent de Paul, providing food shopping vouchers for about 300 seniors
who are food dependent on food banks. $20,000 in funding pairs with
St. Vincent’s administrative services.
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2) A new Small Grants Program developed specifically for helping
during the Covid pandemic spreads $20,000 amongst five agencies
providing an innovative set of services:
a) Victoria Hospital Foundation—Souper Meals provides training for
challenged individuals and the food created is discounted to over 500
clients in need per month.

Commander Maria Dominelli presents to Souper Meals Program
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b) The Victoria Conservatory of Music will provide Music Therapy Online
services to individuals too compromised to attend essential therapy
programs, and expands to seniors isolated in care homes.

Dame Jane Butler McGregor, Dame The Honourable Mary Collins & Commander
Maria Dominelli at the Victoria Conservatory of Music presentation

3

c)

Umbrella Society for Mental Health and Addictions—Coffee and
Conversation will run an innovative outreach program for the city’s
homeless encampments. Reaching out to mentally challenged currently
living in area parks; staff will establish valuable contacts enabling
referrals to other much needed services.

Chevalier Dr Richard Crow presents to the Umbrella Society
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d) Youth Empowerment Society will use the funding to fill the gap caused
by increased demand due to Covid offering 1000 lunches and snack bags
filled with fresh fruit, granola bars and water to up to 400 young people.

Deputy Commander, Dame Shannon Baillie presents to Youth Empowerment Society

e) Mount St. Mary Hospital will be able to continue with its spiritual and
palliative care program by replacing falling donations due to the
pandemic consequences. Up to 275 frail and vulnerable residents
experiencing illness, loss, grief, pain, and isolation stand to benefit from
this specialized care
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3)

A Grant of $60,000 to Victoria Hospice brings the total

8 year commitment for Hospice Counselling services to $430,000. This payment
ensures another year of essential counseling providing end of life care for
marginalized people in our community. Over the 8 years thousands of counseling
sessions, telephone calls, volunteer consults and professional face to face sessions
have eased the burden for vulnerable people in our community.

Dame Marguerite Rowe, Almoner Bob Plecas, Deputy Commandery Shannon Baillie and
Commander Maria Dominelli at the presentation to Victoria Hospice
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MORE NEWS:
In March 2020, the Victoria Commandery donated $23,500 toward the Rapid Relief Fund, a
local initiative raising over $6 million to assist organizations deal with the health, social and
economic impacts of the pandemic. Led by the Victoria Foundation, Times Colonist, and Jawl
family, 105 grants were issued for physical and mental health, homelessness, family services,
and food security supports.

September: Grand Prior Stewart Johnston, Prior Deedrie Ballard, Commander Maria Dominelli
join Victoria Knights and Dames in the annual Walk for Hospice: Chevalier Don Macnamara,
Dames Penny Johnston, Marguerite Rowe, Simone Conner, & Senator Gail Mackay
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Victoria Angels Update:
This group of Angels comprised of members of the Victoria Commandery and
members of the community have recently made two presentations to worthy
charities in the Victoria area:
1) Victoria Transition House: $5740 for their counseling program to
assist up to 52 children heal from the impacts of trauma and
violence through specialized professional support.

Prior Deedrie Ballard and Dames Penny Johnston and Marguerite Rowe
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1) Umbrella Society for Mental Health & Addictions: $2,000 towards

funding of their four week addictions recovery program called
“Comfortably Unumbed” for those learning to live without substances.

Prior Deedrie Ballard and Dame Penny Johnston
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