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Two OSJ members
are among many
others who take
comittment
to their local
communities
to another
level with their
involvement in
the Trinity Pantry.
Dame Prue Galley
and Dame Kay
Lane each have
a decades-long
association with
the parish and its
outreach to the
disadvantaged.
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EDITORIAL

The Editor’s desk
We all know about the
Seven Deadly Sins, but do we know
that, when Pope Gregory defined
and formalised their names in the
6th Century, he also defined Seven
Virtues to counter-balance them?
In theological terms, the first
three Virtues are Faith, Hope,
and Charity, a slight variation of
St Paul’s “Faith, Hope, and Love”
in a passage often read at our
Investiture Services.
St Paul’s word “Love”, from the
Greek word Agápe, God’s love to
humankind, is often closely linked
to “Charity”. One of the Beatitudes,
read at New Member Vigils, and
signified by the eight points of our

CHEVALIER CHARLES CLARK KCSJ MMSJ

Amalfi, or Maltese, Cross, reminds
us that God blesses those who
show mercy.
So in its main activity, practised
since the 12th Century, that of
charity to our lords the sick and
our lords the poor, the Order
of Saint John of Jerusalem has
followed these and other sacred
directives to sustain it in its
charitable works.
This edition of the Bulletin
carries a résumé of acts of
charity being practised by the
Order in Australia. Priories and
Commanderies tell their stories in
their own words. While we hear
of the spectacular efforts made

Vale

Dame Jane Merridy Gee DCSJ
Dame Merridy lost her battle
with Pancreatic Cancer on
Monday 5th February at Cabrini
Palliative Care Centre, aged
82. Our Prior was in regular
communication with her.
Her memorial service was held
on Thursday, 8th February.
Dame Merridy joined the Order
in 1998 and served faithfully

and well but has not been able
to attend Priory functions
or activities for some years
because of her illness. Her
loyalty to the Order was such
that, when it was suggested that
she go onto an inactive list, she
declined and continued to pay
her full oblations so as not to be
a burden on other members. @
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to raise large funds for major
charities, we also discover the
small activities which are just as
meaningful to those who give and
those who receive.
This Bulletin lists major fundraising events for 2018, with
complete lists in the website. No
doubt more will be added as the
year progresses. With a New Year
comes renewed vigour for our
Christian charitable efforts. As
Vincent de Paul said in the early
17th Century: “Charity takes
precedence over all rules. Let us
show our service to the poor, for
they are given to us as lords and
patrons.” @

Diar y note

Investitures 2018
Commandery of
Western Australia
6 May 2018
St George’s Cathedral
Perth
Priory of Victoria
1 June 2018
St. John the Evangelist
Malvern East
Priory of Queensland
8 June 2018
St Stephen’s Cathedral
Brisbane
Priory of Darling Downs
7 September 2018
St Patrick’s Cathedral
Toowoomba
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ANTHONY BAILEY OBITUARY

OBITUARY

His Excellency Anthony Bailey GCSJ CMSJ,
Bailiff, Grand Priory of Australasia,
the Order of Saint John of Jerusalem
Knights Hospitaller
His Excellency Anthony Bailey GCSJ CMSJ,
Bailiff, Grand Priory of Australasia, the Order
of Saint John of Jerusalem Knights Hospitaller,
was invested into the Order, in Melbourne, in
1990.
Entering the Order as Knight of Honour,
Anthony rose to the highest rank of Knight
Grand Cross of Justice and was appointed
Bailiff, in 2006. He served as Chancellor to the
Grand Priory of Australia and was appointed
Grand Prior of the Grand Priory of Southern
Australia.
Anthony was further elected to the supreme
governing body of the Order internationally,
the Petit Conseil, as Grand Hospitaller. For
distinction in service to the Order, he was
awarded, in 2010, the highest honour within
the Order, the Cross of Merit with Crown.
Anthony also served as Prior and most
recently Vice Prior of the Priory of Victoria
and continued to play a most important role,
not only within the Priory, but in his enduring
appointment as a Member of the Grand Priory
Council.
Anthony was a truly remarkable and special
Knight of Saint John, whose insights and
experiences, upon their telling, never ceased to
inform, and at times to amaze. With interests
ranging from the military, having served with
the Royal Fusiliers, to academia, having held
professorial appointments to the RMIT, to
education, finance, commerce and industry, to
his indefatiguable service to Anglicanism, and
acknowledging his astonishing, encyclopaediclength of acquaintances – all maketh, and
indeed, made the man.
To digress for a moment – I would hope that
Anthony would have approved – there was the
FEBRUARY 2018

telling of two old friends, who met in London
many years ago, in the early years of the
nineteenth century.
The first said,
“I have only just met the Old Squire”.
“Which Old Squire?” asked the other.
“George Osbaldeston, of course.”
(I pause – the referred sporting gentleman
was amongst the most-widely known of
Englishmen.)
“What’s he the Squire of?”
“Why, he’s the Squire of England.”
Forgive me if I were to suggest Anthony’s
candidacy in similar vein, to be Squire of
Victoria or some other vast locale, given his
extraordinary connectedness.
I read about the Squire of England in the
Library at the Melbourne Club, where Anthony
was a Member for many years. All this seems
altogether fitting somehow.
Anthony’s resolve in helping to ensure that
the Grand Priory of Australasia would continue
to prosper, and to strive to do good for others,
in the name of our Patron, John the Forerunner,
was a beacon for us all. He loved the Order.
We, the Order, extend our deepest
sympathies to Gina and her family at their loss.
Anthony will long be remembered by his family
of Knights and Dames.
The perpetuation of the memory of Anthony
in our Grand Priory of Australasia is assured.
We are most grateful for his gracious service to
Humanity.
Resting at Peace, risen in Glory.
Victor Feros GCSJ CMSJ
Grand Prior, Grand Priory of Australasia

23 January 2018
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PRIORY OF VICTORIA

A FOUR-CHARITY COMMITTMENT

CHEVALIER VINCENT GATT KCSJ

The Priory of Victoria:
acting on a vision for
better communities

Mirabel’s Story

Mirabel is an Australian
Children’s Charity that was
established in Victoria in 1998 and
extended into New South Wales in
2003. Mirabel is the vision of Jane
Rowe, who identified a vulnerable
group of children and took action
to make a positive difference
in their lives. In her work as a
drug and alcohol counsellor, Jane
witnessed the devastating effects
that drug use has on the children
of drug users and the cycle of
abuse that repeats itself through
generations if action is not taken.
Jane believed that it was possible
to bring about positive change to
the lives of these children. Through
her insight, passion, and experience,
she has raised awareness of this
vulnerable group of children and in
December 1998, with the support of
countless individuals, Mirabel was
The Mirabel Fable
The Mirabel fable tells the
story of a woman who loved
and cared for vulnerable
and neglected children.
Although her resources
were scarce, Mirabel never
turned a child away. Today
Mirabel lives on through the
Mirabel Foundation.
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launched with a two-night benefit
concert in Melbourne.
Since this time, Mirabel has
provided vital assistance and
support to thousands of children
living throughout Victoria and New
South Wales.
www.mirabelfoundation.org.au

Berry Street’s Story

Berry Street is an independent
Community Service Organisation
and an Australian Charity.
Established in 1877, protecting and
caring for children has been the
common thread throughout their
history. Berry Street’s vision is that
all children have a good childhood,
growing up feeling safe, nurtured,
and with hope for the future. Berry
Street provides a diverse range
of services across metropolitan,
regional, and rural Victoria.
Community Programs:
Berry Street focuses on community
strengthening especially through
working in the early years,
financial inclusion, and capacity
building in rural communities.
Disability Services:
Berry Street offer youth outreach
programs for young people who
have an intellectual disability and
very challenging behaviour.
Family Services:
Berry Street plays a lead role in the
delivery of a comprehensive set
of services for families suffering
from family violence; Berry Street

The Priory of Victoria
has a strong commitment
to four charities, the
principal one being
Mirabel with annual
donations of $5 000. It
was introduced by Prior
Graham Michelanney
who was involved with
it. Berry Street, a charity
close to the heart of
Dame Patricia Holdenson
OAM DCSJ, receives $3 000.
Donations to St Paul’s
Cathedral and to the
Tabitha Fund were the
initiative of the late Bailiff
Anthony Bailey GCSJ CMSJ
who had close ties with
the Cathedral for many
years.
provide support for families facing
difficulties and provide contact
services for parents who cannot
manage safe access arrangements
for their children.
Home-Based Care:
Berry Street relies on volunteer
accredited foster-carers to help
children and young people recover
from the trauma of family violence,
child abuse, and neglect. Carers
are supported by Berry Street staff
members, who work closely with
the children and families.
www.berrystreet.org.au

Cathedral Vision

Our vision is for St Paul’s
Cathedral Melbourne to be a place
of transformation for our City and
Diocese where all people can come
to experience and know God’s love
in Christ Jesus.
THE BULLETIN
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Our Vision flows from the
Cathedral’s position at the heart of
our City and Diocese: our witness
as an iconic symbol of faith for
the people of Melbourne, and the
home church of our Diocese.
www.cathedral.org.au

Tabitha

Tabitha Australia Limited is
a not-for-profit company limited
by guarantee and staffed only by
volunteers.
Its Mission is to raise funds in
support of Tabitha Foundation
Cambodia projects. Rotary
Australia World Community
Service (RAWCS) processes
donations on behalf of Tabitha
Australia Limited.
Tabitha Foundation Cambodia
is a sustainable, non-profit,
organisation which was initiated,
founded and established by Ms.
Janne Ritskes.
It operates with minimal
overhead and running costs. All
funds are used to help the poorest
people in Cambodia through
programes that focus on personal
and financial development.
Since 1994, Tabitha Cambodia
has reached over half a million
people, working directly with
over 30,000 families, through high
impact community development
programs.
Tabitha currently works in
thirty seven areas within fifteen
provinces in Cambodia providing
programs that make significant
changes/development in the lives
of the Cambodian people. @
FEBRUARY 2018

CHARITABLE FUND

Managing The Grand Priory of
Australasia’s Charitable Fund
The full name of the Fund is “The
Order of Saint John of Jerusalem
Knights Hospitaller Charitable
Fund”.
The Fund was established in
1991 with the Grand Prior HE
Robert Halliday OAM GCSJ and
five other Trustees “for charitable
purposes in the Commonwealth
of Australia having an original
endowment and so constituted
controlled and administered as
to encourage the growth of the
resources of the Fund by other
donations and benefactions”.
The Fund complies with the
directives of the Australian
Commission for Not-For-Profit
Charities (ACNC) and the Australian
Tax Office. The ACNC is an
Australian statutory body and the
national regulator of the voluntary
sector, including charities.
Donations collected by Priories
and Commanderies of the Grand
Priory of Australasia are forwarded
to the Trust Fund. These funds
may then be distributed to
eligible charities approved by
the Commissioner of Taxation.

The Trustees normally follow the
recommendation of the collecting
body as to which charity the funds
should be donated. Donors’ names
and particulars are recorded
and forwarded to the Trust by
the collecting body (Priory or
Commandery). The Fund issues
receipts so that the donors may
then receive the tax benefit for their
donations.
Currently the Chairman of the
Trust Fund is listed as the late HE
Bailiff Anthony Bailey GCSJ CMSJ,
and HE Bailiff Martin Conlon GCSJ
is the Treasurer. There are three
other Trustees drawn from the
Priory of Victoria and the Sunshine
Coast Commandery. The position of
Chairman, as for any Trustee, needs
to be filled within three months of
the vacancy occurring.
Members of the Order in
Australia may feel confident that
the existence of the Trust Fund,
and the Trustees appointed to it,
guarantee the most effective means
of charitable activity for the Order
in its ministering to the sick and the
poor. @

BrisbaneCommandery
Formal Dinner
To raise funds for the 2018 Commandery Charity:
The Trinity Centre Pantry, Fortitude Valley.

6:30 pm Saturday 24 March 2018
The Moreton Club, 72 Moray Street, New Farm.
RSVP 14 March, 2018. Details on the website.
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PRIORY OF VICTORIA

CHEVALIER VINCENT GATT KCSJ

Priory of Victoria
Christmas luncheon
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This annual function again held at Ascot
House, a beautiful Victorian home, was
organised by the Priory Almoner and
her team, Chevalier Lloyd Byrne KSJ and
Chevalier Enrico Bettoni KSJ. We sincerely
thank them for their fine and professional
effort. We also thank the Chamberlain,
Chevalier Cameron Dwight KCSJ, our
Intendant, Dame Valerie Sumner DSJ,
and our Priory Pastor for their gracious
commitment. The Loyal Toast was given
by H E Bailiff Martin Conlon GCSJ.
The Lunch was hosted by our Vice
Prior (now, the late) H E Bailiff Anthony
Bailey GCSJ CMSJ in absence of our Prior,
H H Chevalier Graham Michalanney KCSJ
who was not able to attend as he was in
hospital. In his absence, and on his behalf,
Graham’s wife, Dame Susan Michalanney
DSJ, welcomed the Grand Prior, H E Bailiff
Victor Feros GCSJ CMSJ MMSJ, and Dame
Marion Feros DCSJ to our gathering,
and read a brief report on the Priory’s
activities. With expressions of gratitude to
the members of the Priory and Council for
a successful year and their support, Dame
Susan concluded by proposing the Toast to
the Order on behalf of Prior Graham.
The response was given by HE the
Grand Prior in which he commented about
our successful year as a Grand Priory with
large amounts raised towards various
charities. Bailiff Victor also mentioned
the close association with the Sovereign
Order of St John in Canada. Lastly, the
Grand Prior announced that he and the
GP Council have authorised the special
Elevation of Dame Joan Merridee Gee DCSJ
to Dame of Justice.
During the afternoon Victorian Priory
2018 Calendars were distributed by the
Vice Chancellor Chevalier, Vincent Gatt
KCSJ, the raffle was drawn with lots of
donated prizes, and the best bids for our
Silent Auctions were announced. All in
all, it was a successful afternoon attended
by forty members, and guests included
nominees for our 2018 Investiture, and
Chevalier Rev. Fr. John Baldock KSJ, the
Parish Priest of St. John the Evangelist
Anglican Church. We were able to raise in
excess of $1,450 towards our charities.
We thank the Grand Prior and Dame
Marion for their attendance. @
THE BULLETIN
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Celebrating at Ascot House:
IMAGES OPPOSITE PAGE

Top, L to R: Grand Prior Victor Feros,
HE Bailiff Martin Conlon, the late HE
Bailiff Anthony Bailey. Lower: Dame
Elizabeth Bettoni, Dame Camilla Van
Megen.
THIS PAGE Top left: Dame Val Sumner,
Lower: Chevalier Enrico Bettoni.
Top right, L to R: Chevalier Ed Lewellin,
Chevalier John Brownbill, Chevalier
Bill McAuley, Mrs Marg Legg,
Chevalier Rowland Legg. Centre L
to R: Serving Sister Margaret Scott,
Chevalier Graeme Scott, Mr Andrew
Michalanney. Lower: Serving Sister
Andrea Westh, Serving Sister Maureen
Gatt, Mrs Carol Lewellin.
Images: thanks to Stella Conlan
FEBRUARY 2018
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COMMANDERY OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA

CHEVALIER ANTHONY HOWES KCSJ

The different faces of love:
WA and the gift of charity
Depending on the
translation of the Bible, you
will find the words ‘charity’
and ‘love’ to be readily
interchangeable.
So when it comes to the
charitable works of the WA
Commandery, we are lucky that
our Chaplain keeps our thinking
firmly based in ‘The Beatutudes’
– their inclusivity and the nonjudgemental emphasis they affirm.
Then we have an Hospitaller,
who is diligent in researching
the best and fairest methods
of applying our ‘charity’, and a
Commander and Chapter who
respond to the wisdom of both
with enthusiasm and drive.
The Commandery has, for
some years now, seen that the
gift of love, the gift of charity,
finds fulfilment in various ways.
Essentially, there has been seeking
where a need exists and then,
attempting to relieve that need.
Those needs are not always
erased by the provision of money.
I recall the hours each and every
week spent by one of our Knights
in a home for the psychologically
disturbed, playing chess, and
chatting with the residents about
every aspect under the sun; the
large number of our Knights and
Dames toiling away on stalls,
or pop-up clinics and kitchens,
supplying all sorts of practical
items and acts of kindness and
friendship during “Homeless
Connect” every November.
And, enabling us to succeed
in our fund-raising, year in and
year out, the selfless giving of
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their talents by members of the
theatrical and music professions;
for example, over six years now,
Jenny Davis OAM, one of WA’s
leading actresses and playwrights,
has spent countless hours script
arranging, and then giving even
more as a performer, for various of
our public charity presentations.
In the past two years alone,
some 40 musicians, and some 25
actors and actresses have donated
their services, sometimes turning
down paid engagements, so that
they might perform for us – giving
their love to those in need through
their God-given talents.
Of course, this allows the
monies we raise from concerts and
other performances to be spent,
in totality, for ‘our lords the sick
and our the lords the poor’. The
different faces of Love, indeed.
So far this year– and it is early
days yet! – we have been able
to see funds raised go to two
associations, one of which might
be described as ‘larger scale’, the
other, a ‘small scale’ group. Both
these associations have impeccable
records for getting welfare directly
to those in need.
The former is RUAH WA, which
provides mental health support
for those aged 16-65 years, and
homelessness support from a
drop-in day centre in Perth’s
Northbridge area.
It also gives private tenancy and
women’s support services through
domestic violence assistance
programes and women’s refuges.
The funds raised through our two
performances of “A Dickens of a
Christmas” aided RUAH WA.

STREET FRIENDS WA: ADDING A LITTLE M

MICHELLE DUNLOP, CENTRE, FOUNDER A
STREET FRIENDS WA RECEIVING THE VOL
OF THE YEAR AWARD AT LAST YEAR’S WA
CELEBRATION
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“Music Under The Stars”, our concert and
dinner of February 17th, in the beautiful
gardens of “Strathearn” in King’s Park
Avenue – the apartment home of Chevalier
John Picton-Warlow and his wife Elizabeth,
and which will feature opera, music theatre
and violin fireworks, provided by leading
musicians The Marilyn Phillips Chorale, mezzo
soprano Courtney Pitman, music theatre stars
Katherine and Justin Freind, duo violinists
Ashley Arbuckle (a former concert master of
the Royal Philharmonic Orchestra and WA
Symphony Orchestra) and Richard Price. Yours
truly will be the MC and perform CJ Dennis’
“The Play” while Perth identity Richard Offen
will give us a tribute to Stanley Holloway!
Chevalier Bill Munro is, yet again, our “Chef”
and is designing a superb three-course meal.
Guest of honour will be Michelle Dunlop, founder
and co-ordinator of “Street Friends WA”.
Michelle was voted Volunteer of the Year at
last year’s WA Day Celebration. She, and her
army of 600 volunteers, with no government

MORE TO LIFE

STREET FRIENDS WA: a volunteer group
committed to helping make life a little
more comfortable for the homeless of
Perth in Western Australia.

funding, provide food, blankets, and clothing
to about 250 homeless people each week
in the Perth CBD. “Street Friends WA” is a
volunteer group committed to helping make
life a little more comfortable for the homeless
of Perth in Western Australia. “Street Friends
WA” meet every Thursday from 5:30 pm
until approximately 7:00 pm at the corner of
Wellington and Pier Street in the City where is
offered food and warm bedding and clothing
for those sleeping rough. Michelle also operates
“Grief Centre WA”, which provides counselling,
free of charge, to the needy of all ages. The
funds raised from “Concert Under The Stars”
will be allocated to “Street Friends WA”.
I come back to ‘the different faces of Love’
by which the WA Commandery attempts to
live up to its mission to aid the Lord’s sick and
the Lord’s poor. We know we are only just
scratching the surface of our communities’
needs, but with God’s help, we continue and
look for different ways in which our work might
be extended. @

AND CO-ORDINATOR OF
LUNTEER
A DAY

A BUSY EVENING FOR STREET FRIENDS WA

FEBRUARY 2018
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BRISBANE AND GOLD COAST COMMANDERIES

Christmas luncheon at
the Queensland Club
...almost an institution
for the Brisbane
Commandery
Christmas lunch at the Queensland
Club on the first Thursday of
December each year seems to
have become an institution for
the Brisbane Commandery ever
since the time that Chevalier Dr
John Campbell AM KCSJ made the
booking with the Club. So it was
that on Thursday, 7th December
2017, members and guests of the
Brisbane Commandery assembled
at 12 noon once again, more than
60 in number.
A welcome by Chevalier
Commander Ric Barton KCSJ,
and Grace by the Commandery
Chaplain, Chevalier the Reverend
Bishop Emeritus Noel Noack
GCHSJ, was followed by the usual
high standard of meal from the
Club. Our guest of honour was Mrs
Liz Jarvis, Manager of the Trinity
Pantry which receives the funds
raised by the Commandery as its

charity effort. Liz spoke about the
work of the Pantry and thanked
the Commandery for its support.
Once again, the lunch was a very
enjoyable way to bring the year’s
activities to a close. @
Footnote: It is sad to report that Liz
Jarvis is now in hospital suffering
a very painful cancer, and needs
our thoughts and prayers as the
Commandery continues to work with
her in 2018. Editor

Mrs Liz Jarvis, Keith Jarvis

Reverend Dr David Pitman, Robin Kleinschmidt, Roger Hunter
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Dame Marion Feros, Dr Michael Prineas, M
Victor Feros

Commander Ric Barton
Prior George Kearney

John Lawrence, Sue Mason, Dai Mason,
David Rees

THE BULLETIN

CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION

Mrs Vicki Prineas and Grand Prior,

Dame Liz Fisher, Mrs Mynetta Fisher, Mrs Susan Barton and guest

Bill Savage,
Dr Elaine Katte

Charles Clark, Mrs Frances Clark, Mrs Ann Halliday, Ms Genevieve Halliday
Peter Gilmore, John Barton

Dr Ian Airey, Jeff Prebble, Canon Bruce
Maughan

FEBRUARY 2018
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BRISBANE COMMANDERY

Brisbane Commandery donates
$11,000 to welfare pantry
Brisbane Commandery has
adopted the Trinity Centre
Pantry as its charity for
2017 and 2018, giving it
funds donated at the
Commandery Christmas
lunch and at the Highland
Gathering
In 2017, on the Feast of our
Patron, Saint John the Baptist,
a dozen members of our
Commandery (including three of
the Parish), all robed in Hospitaller
gowns and jewels attended the
9.30am Holy Communion Service
at Holy Trinity in Fortitude Valley
(a Brisbane inner city suburb).
The Rector, the Reverend Dr
Steven Ogden, had suggested
to us that, as they would be
paying particular attention to
St John the Baptist that day, that
Service might be an especially
suitable opportunity for Brisbane
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Commandery to make over $11,000
donation to the charitable works of
that Parish’s Trinity Centre Pantry.
The Brisbane Commander and
the three Parishioner Hospitallers
made the formal presentation,
on behalf of all the members of
Brisbane Commandery, to the
Rector who received it on behalf
of the Holy Trinity Pantry. Also
attending was Chevalier the Very
Reverend Arthur Grimshaw GCSJ,
formerly the Dean of Brisbane
1985-98 and a former Rector of
this parish, 1968-75 and Prelate
Emeritus.

About Trinity Pantry

For many years the Trinity Centre
Pantry in Ann Street, Fortitude
Valley, has handed out food to less
fortunate people in the Valley area
and to those who come in from
further away.
Their administrative system
ensures that no one recipient can

obtain food on a regular repetitive
basis. As well, the Pantry disburses
donated funds, again to cater for
emergency needs such as necessary
medications, rent, and other
essential payments. Payments are
not made directly to the person, but
to the provider of the service.
Unfortunately, Government
funding was stopped in 2014.
Those who need funds as above
can now only be provided for
through the generosity of private
donations.
The pantry operates from one
of the buildings in the Holy Trinity
Parish complex in Fortitude Valley.
The shelves are stocked with the
kind of food stuffs that can be
managed by people with limited
cooking facilities, or who are on
the streets – bread, butter, cereals,
biscuits, and food that can be
accessed with a can opener.
The total operation is under the
control of the Parish Priest, the
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TRINITY CENTRE PANTRY AND HUMMINGBIRD HOUSE

 olunteer at the
V
Pantry

The Pantry is
a place where
everyone is
welcome, a
friendly and
non-judgemental
space where
we try to be a
positive force in
the world

Reverend Dr Steven Ogden and the
Parish Council, with a Manager,
Mrs Liz Jarvis, to organise the dayto-day running of the Centre and
its volunteers.
More information is available on
the website welfare@trinityvalley.
org.au

New volunteers are always
welcome. Training is
available, and volunteers
always work in pairs. If you
think you can offer a threehour shift once a month,
simply e-mail welfare@
trinityvalley.org.au

How can you help?
Brisbane Commandery will
be raising funds during
2018 for the Pantry. The
major fund- raising function
will be a formal dinner at
the Moreton Club on 24th
March.

Hummingbird
House

Queensland
Priory supports
Hummingbird
House in 2018.

From the Pantry’s Code
of Ethics
The Pantry is a place where
everyone is welcome, a friendly
and non-judgemental space where
we try to be a positive force in the
world. To achieve this, we have a
few principles that guide how we
try to act. We try to:
Make people’s lives better.
Not make people’s lives worse.
Treat people non-judgementally,
as we don’t know their journey or
experiences.

Empower people.
Be open and honest with our
clients. We respect our client’s
choices, even if we might disagree
with them.
Be just and fair. @
FEBRUARY 2018

Hummingbird House is
Queensland’s only children’s
hospice, providing short-break
stays, family well-being services,
and care at the end of life.
It is a place where kids can
be kids, families can reconnect,
and precious memories can be
created. Hummingbird House is a
joint initiative of Wesley Mission
IMAGES

Cover: Dames Prue Galley and Kay
Lane Opposite: Dame Kay Lane,
SS Leith Robinson and SS Sandra
Griffiths. This page: Above, Dame
Prue Galley with a Pantry visitor.
Lower, Hummingbird House

Queensland and the Hummingbird
House Foundation.
Life-limiting condition such as
congenital heart abnormalities,
Muscular Dystrophy, and
Neurodegenerative conditions
result in short life expectancy,
usually not more than 18 years.
Many families need respite
support during their child’s journey
from diagnosis to death; and
when the time comes, a caring and
supportive environment in which
to say goodbye. Hummingbird
House supports teens and their
families to maximise the life they
have and the living they can do. @
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DARLING DOWNS PRIORY

DAME DONNA FRASER DSJ

Darling Downs Priory endowments:
making a difference to rural lives
Christmas came early for
families of Toowoomba
Hospice patients, thanks
to a Darling Downs
Priory initiative.
Just before Christmas every
year, Wyalla Plaza Malouf’s
Pharmacy supplies and wraps
presents for the Order to distribute
to patients as their gifts to family
members on Christmas Day.
Almoner Chevalier Rod Stirling
said individual parcels were
marked as suitable for adults or
children.
“Maloufs do a great job of
creating bright-looking presents,
as well as giving (the Order)
substantial discounts. Funding
comes from the Almoner’s bowl
collections at our post-meeting
dinners held at the Downs Club
four times a year”.
Chevalier Rod, together with
Jen Ford, Prior Bob, and Carolyn
Kretchmann, Secretary Chevalier
Jeff and Robyn Prebble and
Treasurer Dame Jane Tait were
treated to an informative tour
during last year’s presentation to
Hospice Chair, Graham Barron.
Thanking the OSJ Darling Downs
Priory, Mr Barron pointed out that
the Hospice relied on community
contributions, its services being
provided free to patients.
Chevalier Stirling said visiting
OSJ members were impressed with
the Hospice: “It is well-run on a
very friendly basis with specialist
counselling available for patients
as well as marvellous nursing and
courteous, thoughtful attention
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to visiting relatives and friends of
patients.
“As Almoner of our Priory of
the Darling Downs, it is a personal
delight to experience the interest
and commitment of the members
of our Priory to the various welldeserving charities we support”.

Priory goes the extra
mile to help needy
families

Proceeds of Priory dinner
meetings over the past year have
been put to good use in assisting
Darling Downs families in need.
Almoner Chevalier, Rod Stirling AM
KCSJ was alerted to circumstances,
identified by Chevalier Fr Kerry
Costigan KSJ through his work
in pastoral care, where families
needed help to overcome trying
and, in some cases, tragic
circumstances.
“After consulting with
Treasurer Dame Jane Tait and Prior
Bob Kretchmann it was decided to
double our pre-Christmas voucher
value and, with other donations
from Priory members, to provide
additional financial assistance to at
least one of those needy families”,
Rod Stirling said.
Recipients included a young
woman single-parenting two
small children while in part-time
work and whose rental property
had been sold-out; another young
woman on part-time earnings
struggling to support a large
extended family including two
young boys with medical problems.
A third family with two children
suffering serious health issues

demonstrated excellent spirits
despite dire prognoses.
“It was a privilege to be involved
with these families and to witness
their marvellous life attitude,” Rod
Stirling said.
“It made Kerry and my
day’s work so very satisfying.
They were most impressive and
I can report that the extra cash
was appreciated, and the vouchers
welcomed. A true God-send.”

Darling Downs ups
innings with fundraising
for battlers

A massive $120,000 donation
towards a new LifeLine suicideprevention program was a major
fundraising initiative for the
Darling Downs Priory during
the past year. As reported in
the previous Bulletin, the gala
event was supported by cricket
celebrity speakers and enjoyed the
patronage of OSJ members, friends,
and associates who dined upon the
stage area of Toowoomba’s iconic
Empire Theatre.
Other projects endowed by the
Darling Downs Priory included :
• $1,000 to AEIOU to assist
children suffering Autism
Spectrum Disorder
• Families in Need voucher
donations to worthy families in
need
• Christmas gift donations
to Toowoomba Hospice for
inpatients to give to their
families.
• Rosies Friends on the Street
$2,000 donation towards safe
haven outreach.
THE BULLETIN

MAKING A DIFFERENCE

Electronic aid identifies
early learning problems
AEIOU (Autism Early
Intervention Outcomes Unit)
in Harristown, Toowoomba,
benefitted from a $1000 donation
towards the purchase of an iPad
table on which pre-school children
can learn control of sensory and
behavioural problems in a fun
environment.
AEIOU assists autistic children
aged 2-6 years in preparation for
school. It offers intensive speech,
occupational, behavioural and
psychological therapy.
Chevalier Rob Rimmer describes
the iPad table as an inter-active
tool to discern intellectual learning
capabilities, to address identified
weaknesses before the child begins
formal schooling.
“It is in these areas that the
table shines,” he said. “A child can
trace-out an animal on the table
pad and then push a button to turn
it into that animal that is active
and life-like. Sensory and language
practice become fun for these young
students as there is associated
spelling and speech with this
program.”
Toowoomba medical
practitioner, the late Dr Rhonda
Greensill, is commemorated in
the donation of a new iPad table
to the AEIOU school she founded
in Harristown, Toowoomba. Dr
Greensill was a GP at Iona Medical

Centre in Toowoomba where she
succeeded former Darling Downs
Commander, Dr. Jim Blaikie.
Chevalier Dr Rob Rimmer, who
was in the same practice as Rhonda
when she became ill, said several
OSJ members remember Rhonda as
their GP, including Darling Downs
Prior, Bob Kretchmann.
“Rhonda passed away at age 42
from cancer but her husband gave
her a posthumous 50th Birthday
party at which people were asked
to donate towards this table as a
memorial for Rhonda.
Prior Bob generously agreed
to a donation of $1000 which was
the balance needed for the table’s
purchase. This was presented
to Wayne Greensill for AEIOU at
Rhonda’s party and so the planned
memorial was fulfilled” Chevalier
Rob said.

Friends on the Street
appreciate our support

A charity initiative that reaches
out to people in need of a helping
hand has expressed heartfelt
appreciation of a Darling Downs
Priory donation of $2000 towards
its Toowoomba programs:
“Rosies Friends on the Street”

Co-ordinators Fay and Jim said
the donation would help people
accessing the organisation’s
services to maintain their dignity
and engender a feeling of value
to the community. “Your gift will
create a ripple effect and touch
many, many lives” they said in
a thank-you letter to Prior Bob
Kretchmann.

Missed, but certainly not
forgotten
Long-standing Darling Downs
member, Chevalier Joe Hanna, has
been missed from regular Priory
meetings due to ongoing health
problems. But Joe and his wife, Judy,
have certainly not been forgotten as
they were assured during a recent
visit to their Goondiwindi home.
Darling Downs Prior Bob
Kretchmann and his wife, Mrs
Carolyn Kretchmann, Chevalier Jeff
Prebble and Mrs Robyn Prebble,
drove from Toowoomba for an
enjoyable two-day visit to the
south-west Queensland town where
they called on the Hannas to wish
Joe good progress with his health,
together with Goondiwindi locals,
Chevalier Geoff Makim and Mrs
Jennifer Makim. @

AEIOU students test the capabilities
of the new iPad table.

Dame Ros Reilly, Darling Downs Prior Bob Kretchmann and Chevalier Rob
Rimmer were presented with a hand-made thank-you card from children
attending the Harristown AEIOU centre
FEBRUARY 2018
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SUNSHINE COAST COMMANDERY

THE COMPASS INSTITUTE

DAME JENNY CANT DSJ

The Sunshine Coast
Commandery assists a
compass to learning
The Compass Institute began
in 1992 as the Aikido Institute,
which offered both alternative
education programs to at-risk
students in Sunshine Coast
schools and evening martial arts
instruction. In its first ten years
it provided alternative education
programmes to more than 7,000
children and adolescents.
In 2003 it became The Compass
Institute and commenced postschool transition and skills-based
training programs, based on a
commitment to life-long learning
and community participation
for those with intellectual and
physical disabilities.
From its original base in
Palmwoods it has expanded
rapidly to become a significant
community organisation,
extending its services on its
adjoining farm and to Caboolture,
Gympie, and Caloundra, with a
developing centre at Gladstone.
About 40 staff are employed in the
six centres.
The programs are diverse,
and encompass pre-employment
training, on-the-job training,
creative arts and interests, and
life-style guidance to facilitate
integration into the community.
Employment opportunities
are also created in a number of
micro-businesses operated by
the organisation itself which
employ about thirty people with
disabilities. Among these are the
Palmwoods Farm and several
retail outlets.
The clients can undertake
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certificate-level courses in areas
such as hospitality, retail, and
horticulture. A more recent
innovation is the training and
allocation of disability dogs, which
cost $25,000 to $30,000 each to
train.
The programs have found
wide community acceptance, and
have grown exponentially; the
post-school programs by 90 per
cent annually. The organization

The Compass Institute
provides a diverse
range of services to
people with disabilities
in the Sunshine Coast.
has received a number of
important awards for its work.
Despite generous support and
partnerships The Compass
Institute, like many community
based organisations, always
has an urgent need for financial
assistance.
For this reason the Sunshine
Coast Commandery has adopted
it as one of the charities to be
supported in 2018. @

The Fund-Raiser for the Compass Institute of
Palmwoods will be held on Saturday, 21st April. Please
circulate this date-saver to anyone who may be
interested in supporting this very worthwhile cause.
The full invitation will be sent during the first week
of March for wide circulation.

Check the website for details: www.osj.gpa.org.au
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SUNSHINE COAST COMMANDERY

OUR RAINBOW HOUSE

CHEVALIER LTCOL DAVID WOODROW AM KCSJ

The Sunshine Coast Commandery
continues the annual support of a
Rainbow House is
small school in Africa Our
a registered charity
which provides the
opportunity for
orphans to attend
school and give them
improved life chances.

DANCING AT OUR RAINBOW HOUSE

Background

The Charity came about after
a visit in 2011 by a group that
included Dame Cherie Wortley DSJ,
from the Sunshine Coast.
After extensive investigation,
Chainda, outside Lusaka in Zambia,
was chosen for the school. It had
a large percentage of children
who were being brought up by a
grandparent, carer, or older sibling.
The children’s parents in most cases
had died of AIDS or tuberculosis.
The group settled on a location
where a school could be established
in an impoverished compound
of 55,600 people living on five
hectares, 7,800 of which were
orphans and extremely vulnerable.
These orphan children had no
access to education of any type.
It is realised that the only
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hope that these children have
of breaking the poverty cycle is
through education.
A Committee of a small group of
friends in Emerald was established
and in 2012, with foundation
funds, they opened the school
for 51 orphans employing local
teachers, guards, and cooks.
The school has progressed in
the past five years and systems and
processes have been established to
ensure the viability of the Charity
and to plan a long-term future for
the school.

Facilities

The little School is on 600
square metres and the yard (about
the size of a basketball court) is
all dirt and concrete and walled
for security. The classroom is
a modified shipping container

with windows cut in the side for
ventilation.
Two classes use this area at the
same time and the desks have been
constructed locally by volunteers.
The school is Christian-based, and
lessons are both in English and the
local dialect.
The children come with nothing,
but it is hugely rewarding to see
them, who, through loss, hunger,
extreme poverty or sickness, still
come in the school gates, smiling
and thankful to have an education.

Support

A little of what a sponsored
child enjoys at “Our Rainbow
House” includes breakfast, lunch,
school uniforms, books, health
and pastoral care, all of which are
kindly provided through love and
generous sponsorship.
It is amazing to see how a small
donation of $1000 can have such
a great effect in an impoverished
community.
More details of the project can
be found on the website: www.
ourrainbowhouse.org.au.
Our OSJ annual donation goes
toward the provision of basic
medical supplies in fitting with the
Hospitaller charter to provide for
“our lords the sick and our lords
the poor”. @
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GOLD COAST COMMANDERY

SUPPORTING GLYCOMICS AND CRISIS CARE

DAME JILLIAN JAMES DSJ

Support for research
and crisis care from the
Gold Coast Commandery
The Institute for
Glycomics
The unique research expertise
within The Institute for Glycomics
at Griffith University on the Gold
Coast makes the institute the only
facility of its kind in Australia and
one of only six in the world.
Located in Parklands Drive,
Southport, the Institute seeks
to collaborate with leading
scientists around the world to
build a critical mass around this
multidisciplinary research.
The University’s vision of
discovering and testing novel

Looked at the
website lately?
Recent additions to
our website include:
Sovereign Order
(Canada) international
Newsletters
Priory and
Commandery
activities
www.osj.org.au
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These two
charities have
been supported
by the Gold Coast
Commandery over
the past two years

drugs and vaccines for community
use can be achieved only with
world-wide cooperation.
Its ground-breaking research
is tackling diseases of global
impact at the new frontier of
biomedical research – cracking
the ‘carbohydrate code’ and the
crucial role carbohydrates play
in diseases. Its work ranges from
malaria to the deadly Strep A
bacteria and includes the world’s
largest critical mass in cancer
glycomics.
The vaccine development
centre was founded in 2000 by
Institute Director Professor Mark

von Itzstein, who featured on the
cover of Time Magazine as coinventor of the world’s first antiflu drug Zanamivir (Relenza).
The Institute boasts 200
leading biomedical researchers,
including Professor Michel Good,
who has vaccines for both malaria
and Strep A bacteria in human
clinical trials. The Institute has
secured more than $100 million in
research funding to date.
In its support of the Glycomics
Institute the Gold Coast
Commandery of the Order of St
John’s most recent donation was
$20,000.00.

The Surfers Paradise Anglican
Crisis Care is a centre where they
feed the hungry, clothe the naked,
show hospitality, care for the
needy, and recognize individuals’
dignity and independence.
The Centre offers homeless
people shower and laundry
facilities, and material assistance.
The centre is located at 36
Hamilton Avenue in Surfers
Paradise on the Gold Coast.
St John’s Drop-In Centre
provides a hot meal for lunch
Monday to Friday, with takeaway
sandwiches and fruit for an
evening meal. Clients can have
a hot shower, wash and dry their
clothing, and use the on-site
bathroom facilities.
They offer a safe environment
in which clients can access
various organisations for help.

HHOT Team, Centrelink, Oz
Care representatives, HOST and
Narcotics Anonymous meet three
times a week on their premises.
The Welfare Office assists
people in emergency or crisis
situations. They can provide
emergency relief, clothing, food
and basic household items, as well
a caring ear which listens without
passing judgement. In extreme
hardship the Centre provides
limited contribution towards
school costs and Queensland Birth
Certificates.
Cheques are made out to
companies or schools only. Clients
must bring a Centrelink or Health
Care Card to be qualified for
assistance.
The most recent donation to
the Centre from the Gold Coast
Commandery was $2,000. @

Surfers Paradise Anglican Crisis Care
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FROM THE EUROPEAN

FIRST SIEGE OF RHODES

The first Siege of Rhodes – 1480
Continuing the saga from the
November issue of The Bulletin:

This bloody siege came to an end, bringing relief
not only to the Knights but also to the Greek and
Jewish inhabitants of the Island. The Order, although
victorious, also suffered badly, as a result of the huge
number of Knights who had been killed. With a sense of
relief, the Grand Masters that followed could rebuild the
fortifications again, in preparation for an attack they all
knew would come sometime in the future. Luckily for
them, there now followed a period of relative inactivity.
However, the Galleons of the Order continued
attacking the Saracen shipping causing untold havoc,
and capturing a number of ships, foremost among them
was a large galley called the “La Mogarbine” from which
the Order captured its crew, together with a load of gold
and arms.
The Sultan of Egypt, Kansou-Algouri, became
furious at this loss, which he regarded as pure piracy,
and gathering twenty-five galleys prepared to make

a retaliatory attack. On hearing of this Grand Master
d’Amboise sent in a fleet of his own, headed by La
Mogarbine.
A naval battle took place which raged for some four
hours, and during which the nephew of the Sultan was
killed. The Saracens, seeing this, immediately lost heart
and beat a retreat.
The Knights leading La Mogarbine during the battle
were Chevaliers d’Amaral and none other than Philippe
Villiers de l’Isle Adam, who would achieve notoriety
becoming the last Grand Master on Rhodes, after the
Order was defeated in 1522, and also fame for being
elected the first Grand Master to take over the Island of
Malta.
During the period since the Order had come to
Rhodes, there were the following Grand Masters:
1. Foulques de Villaret 1306-1319 died in 1327.
2. Helion de Villeneauve 1319-1346
3. Dieudonné de Gozon 1346-1353
4. Pierre de Cornillan 1354-1355
5. Roger de Pins 1355-1365
6. Raymond Beranger 1365-1374
7. Robert de Julliac 1374-1376
8. Juan Hernandez de Heredia 1376-1396
9. Richard Caracciolo 1385-1395 (this was a period when
there were two Grand Masters)
10. Phililbert de Naillac 1396-1421
11. Antoine Fluvian de la Riviere 1421-1437
12. Jean Bonpar de Lastic 1437-1454
13. Jacques de Milli 1454-1461
14. Pierre Raymond Zacosta 1461-1467
15. Jean Baptiste des Ursins 1467-1476
16. Pierre d’Aubusson 1476-1503 (who was in charge
during the siege of 1480)
17. Emery d’Amboise 1503-1512
18. Guy de Blanchefort 1512-1513
19. Fabrizio del Carretto 1513-1521
20. Philippe Villiers de l’Isle Adam 1521-1534 (Last
Grand Master in Rhodes and first in Malta).
The story of d’Isle Adam and of the siege of 1522, which
signalled the end of the Order’s reign in Rhodes, will
appear in the May 2018 issue of the Bulletin.

IMAGE, LEFT: THE 1480 SIEGE OF RHODES.
NEAPOLITAN SHIPS IN THE FOREFRONT, AND TURKISH
CAMP IN THE BACKGROUND.
COURTESY WIKIPEDIA

HE Bailiff Emeritus René Tonna- Barthet GCSJ,
GCMSJ, CMSJ and Bar, MMSJ, Grand Conservator
(Retired) Sovereign Order of St John
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