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EDITORIAL

CHEVALIER CHARLES CLARK GCSJ MMSJ

From the Editor’s desk
The Investiture of new Knights
and Dames into the Order of Saint
John is always a highlight in the
year.
Those of us who have been
invited by Investiture into the
Order consider it an honour to
become Members of this body
established in the 12th Century
and devoted to works of charity;
not just charity, but charity in the
name of Christianity. The motto of
the Order says it all: Pro fide pro
utilitate hominum. – For the faith,
for the service to humanity.
Faith is belief based on
conviction rather than proof. Our
motto refers to Christian Faith,

that is, we are unashamedly a
Christian Order, and all Members
should feel comfortable with that.
It is no accident that the
motto puts faith first followed
by service, because the service
that the Order provides in its
charitable works springs from
the Faith of its Members. Works
without faith would make the
Order of Saint John Hospitaller no
different from any other worthy
charitable organisation.
Specifically, we are guided by
the Beatitudes and the Vows that
we take at Investiture.
So those who come into the
Order at this time of Investiture

PRO FIDE, PRO UTILITATE HOMINUM

Not signed up
to the Members’
Domain Yet?
The sign-up page comes
up at the beginning of
the Members’ Domain.
Enter your email address
as given in the Roll of
Honour and make up a
Password which you will
use from then on to log in.
When you log in, your
email address is your
bona fide membership
accreditation, and no one
else can get in using it
unless they know your
password. If you have
any problems, refer to
Dame Dawn Goodall or
Chevalier Charles Clark
(contact details in Roll of
Honour). @
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join an organisation which has
continued since the 12th Century,
is rich in history, tradition, and
chivalry, is spread right around
the world, and exercises its care
of the sick and the poor, motivated
by Christian belief.
Prince Charles, when he
ascends the throne, wishes to take
the subsidiary title “Defender of
Faith” rather than “Defender of the
Faith”, the title given to Henry VIII
by Pope Leo X in 1521.
There has been discussion
about our motto in the same vein:
For the Christian Faith, or for all
Faiths? In the light of the above,
what do you think? @
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Profile

HE Bailiff Adjunct Professor Victor Feros
OAM GCSJ CMSJ Grand Prior of Australasia

HE Bailiff Grand Prior
Victor Feros OAM GCSJ
CMSJ was invested Knight
of Honour in Brisbane in
1989. Appointed the first
Commander, Brisbane
Commandery in 1994, he
was elected Prior, Priory
of Queensland in 1998.
Elevated to Knight Grand
Cross of Justice in 2004, he was then appointed in
2006 to Bailiff and Grand Prior of the Grand Priory
of Northern Australia.
Awarded the Cross of Merit with Crown in
2011, the highest honour bestowed by the Order,
he was appointed also in 2011, Grand Prior of the
consolidated Grand Priory of Australasia. He is also
the recipient of the Medal for Meritorious Service,
with 25-year Clasp.
Following the re-assertion of the Order in
Australia in 2015, Victor continues as Grand
Prior, Grand Priory of Australasia, now affiliated
with the Sovereign Order of St John of Jerusalem
Knights Hospitaller, headquartered in Vancouver,
Canada, and which Order maintains Grand Priories,
Priories, and Commanderies throughout North
America and Europe.
The practice of Victor G Feros Town Planning
Consultants commenced in Brisbane, in 1976. A
branch office was commenced in Cairns in 1988,
now in its 30th year and is the longest-serving such

practice in Far North Queensland.
With degrees in Arts (Geography) and Urban
and Regional Planning (Master of Urban Studies),
University of Queensland, Victor was the recipient
of the US Bicentennial Fellowship Award 1976, “for
Australian citizens who have achieved distinction
in their chosen fields of endeavour”, and is a Life
Fellow of the Planning Institute of Australia, the
highest honour awarded by the Institute.
In 2012, he received the George Pippos
Award of the Greek Orthodox Community of St
George, Brisbane, “in recognition of significant
contributions to the community, to the upholding
of Greek values, to improving the public face of
the Greek Community in the wider society, and for
notable accomplishments in his professional field”.
He is a Referee to the Development Tribunals,
appointed by the Queensland Government, and has
entered his sixth consecutive 3-year appointment
as Adjunct Professor, Planning Programe, School
of Earth and Environmental Sciences, University of
Queensland.
Although Queensland-focused, the practice has
provided services throughout Australia and New
Zealand, and also in South East Asia and the South
Pacific.
Victor is the recipient of the Medal of the Order of
Australia “for service to Town Planning”, awarded
in the Queen’s Birthday Honours List, 2018, the first
such recognition of service to Town Planning in
Queensland. @

Queen’s Birthday Honours List
Four Members of the Order of St John of Jerusalem were honoured with Order
of Australia Awards, as announced in the Queen’s Birthday Honours List 2018.
Awarded the Medal of the Order of Australia
(OAM)
His Excellency Bailiff Adjunct Professor Victor Feros
OAM GCSJ CMSJ
Chevalier Robert Kretchmann OAM KCSJ
His late Excellency Bailiff Anthony Bailey OAM GCSJ CMSJ
AUGUST 2018

Appointed a Member of the Order of
Australia (AM)
Chevalier Geoffrey Batkin AM KSJ
Congratulations to these Members who have
been recognised for going beyond expectation in
their professional and community lives. @
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The Sovereign Council
meeting in Finland
29th June – 4th July 2018

The Sovereign Council
of the Sovereign Order
of St John (SOSJ) is held
every two years. This year
the venue was Tampere,
Finland, hosted by the
Grand Priory of Finland.
The Grand Prior of Australasia, HE
Bailiff Adjunct Professor Victor
Feros OAM GCSJ CMSJ attended
at the invitation of the SOSJ. He
found the SOSJ members most
welcoming, extending every
courtesy, and even keen to visit
Australia in due course.
Grand Prior Victor was given
a seat in the Sovereign Council
meeting beside the (newly elected)
Grand Master; he was invited to
speak and presented a paper on the
Order of Saint John in Australia.
Friendship was extended in many
ways, including two “getting to
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know you” lunches and even being
“serenaded” by the Dames and
other ladies attending the meetings
(see photo opposite page)!
Twenty-two Members of
the Council attended and there
were five proxies. A new Grand
Master was elected, as was a new
Petit Conseil. In addition to the
Council Members, more than 80
international delegates attended,
with another 36 from the host
country.

The following summary
is taken from the Grand
Prior’s report:

@@ The Meeting was wellconducted, and deemed successful.
@@ HE Conventual Bailiff William
Stein, Grand Marshal, was elected
Grand Master, in succession to HE
Conventual Bailiff Owen Brown,
Grand Commander and Regent.
@@ I presented a paper, as Grand

Prior, Australasia, advising our
background, our present status
and activities, and our aspirations
for the future.
@@ I signed an Addendum to
the 2016 Memorandum of
Understanding, remaining
effective to September 2020.
@@ More than 110 delegates
(Knights, Dames) were in
attendance.
@@ There is definitely an
expectation for the 2022 Sovereign
Council Meeting to be held in
Australia.
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@@ The attendance was extremely
worthwhile from a Grand Priory
of Australasia perspective. I was
seated throughout beside the new
Grand Master and was the guest of
honour at two “getting to know the
Australian Grand Prior” dinners,
each attended by 15-20 Knights
and Dames.
@@ The new Grand Master is
enthusiastic about a SOSJ visit to
Australia and will advise timing.
The Memorandum of Understanding signed in Cleveland
on 26 September 2016 required
re-ratification by all SOSJ Petit
Conseil members as at 30 June
2018.
There was a closed session for
attendance only by Members of
Sovereign Council for the election
of the new Grand Master. A profile
of Grand Master William Stein will
be in the November Bulletin.
An election was held for

Members of Le Petit Conseil (LPC).
This body has five Members as
well as the Grand Master, and acts
as the governing body between the
biennial meetings of the Sovereign
Council. Profiles of these members
will be presented in future copies
of the Bulletin.

Following the proposed
scheduling of the Sovereign
Council meeting in Australia
in 2022, more than 50 people
indicated interest in attending.
There will be more from the
Grand Prior’s report in the next
Bulletin. @

Images: Left top: Grand Prior, Victor
Feros OAM GCSJ, CMSJ
Below left:
Sovereign procession.
Grand Prior Victor Feros serenaded at
the Sovereign Council dinner
Right: HE Conventual Bailiff William Stein
elected Grand Master.
Photos courtesy HE Conventual Bailiff
David Petitpierre GCSJ

New Grand Master elected
to the Sovereign Order
At the Sovereign Council Meeting
of the Sovereign Order of St
John in Tampere, Finland, HE
Conventual Bailiff William Stein,
Grand Marshal, was elected
Grand Master (see photo page 5)
in succession to HE Conventual
Bailiff Owen Brown, Grand
Commander and Regent. The
Grand Master is supported by
Le Petit Conseil which attends
to the work of the Sovereign
Council between its biennial
meetings. Members elected to
AUGUST 2018

LPC by the Sovereign Council
Meeting are (all HE Conventual
Bailiff):
Grand Commander Ian Reid
Grand Marshal May Storrie
Grand Hospitaller
Richard Earthy
Grand Councillor
David Petitpierre
Grand Conservator Joe Rudé III
Profiles of the Grand Master
and Members of Le Petit Conseil
will be presented in future
editions of the Bulletin. @
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PRIORY OF QUEENSLAND

LEITH ROBINSON SSSJ

Queensland Priory Invests
New Dames and Knights
On Friday, 8th June, four Dames and
two Knights were brought into the
Order of Saint John in Australasia,
in an impressive ceremony in
St Stephen’s Catholic Cathedral,
Brisbane. The names and short
introductory notes of the Investees
are on pages nine and ten.
The open, vertical, somewhat
angular interior of architect
Robin Gibson’s restoration work
presented an excellent space
for the action with processions
of robed Knights and Dames,
banners, processional crosses, and
centuries-old ceremony.
Except for the resident
Cathedral Organist, James
Goldrick, the music was provided
largely by Members of the Order,
Cantor Chevalier Michael Bloyce
KCSJ, brass ensemble directed by
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Serving Brother MAJ Laurie Young
OAM SBSJ, many Members in the
choir, and the whole conducted by
Chevalier Charles Clark GCSJ MMSJ.
The hymns included one written
by Chevalier the Very Reverend
Arthur Grimshaw GCSJ.
The ceremony followed along
traditional lines with the added
touch of Priory Conventual
Chaplain, Chevalier the Reverend
Dr David Pitman AM GCHSJ, and
directed by the Prelate, Chevalier
the Reverend Canon Emeritus Bruce
Maughan OAM RFD GCSJ MMSJ,
and the Marshal and Vice-Prior,
Chevalier Andrew McBryde KCSJ .
The Allocution was delivered
by Chevalier the Reverend Ken
Williams KCSJ, Chaplain of the
Commandery of Western Australia.
His sermon is included on page

11. The Dean of the Cathedral, the
Very Reverend Peter Brannelly,
also took part. Following the
solemn taking of the Vows by the
Investees, the Grand Prior gave
the Accolade to each in turn, with
the sword for the Knights and the
gloved hand for the Dames.
Members and guests then
moved to the Stamford Plaza
for a delightful meal and much
socialising and chat. The formal
part of the evening included
toasts and responses, to the
newly-invested Members, then
the presentation of Certificates to
them.
The Grand Prior, HE Bailiff
Adjunct Professor Victor Feros
GCSJ CMSJ announced elevations
to higher rank for a number of
Knights and Dames and the Prior
of Queensland, Chevalier Emeritus
Professor George Kearney AM
RFD ED GCSJ, presented his Prior’s
Awards to another eight Members.
The whole evening was inspiring
and socially enjoyable. @
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Images
Opposite page left to right: Investees Dr Philip Hall, Melanie
De Wet, the Hon Karen Andrews, MAJGEN Darryl Low Choy,
Frances Matlock, Ngaire Roberts.
This page top and centre: During the service:
Above left to right: Rev’d Dr David Pitman, Very Rev’d Peter
Brannelly, Rev’d Canon Emeritus Bruce Maughan, Rev’d Ken
Williams, Bishop Emeritus Noel Noack.
Top right: After the service – Dame Marion Feros, Rev’d Canon
Emeritus Bruce Maughan, Rev’d Ken Williams
Below right: Commander Ray James, Commander Ric Barton,
Grand Prior Victor Feros, Prior George Kearney, Commander
Jamie Edwards
AUGUST 2018
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INVESTITURES 2018

Images
Above: Chev BRIG Bill Mellor and
Deputy Commander Michael Halliday
Above centre: Dame Melanie De Wet
and Chevalier Dr Mark De Wet
Above: Dame the Hon Karen Andrews
and Chevalier Robert De Martini
Above right: Brass players
Centre right:, Stella Conlan, Prior
Martin Conlon, Michelle Conlon and
Grand Prior Victor Feros.
Below right: A table at the dinner,
from the left in front Prior George
Kearney, Mrs Jacquie Kearney, Chevalier
Reverend Ken Williams and Prior Martin
Conlon.
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Dame the Hon. Karen Andrews
DSJ is Bachelor of Mechanical
Engineering, has a Graduate
Diploma in Industrial Relations,
and certificate in Mediation and
Arbitration. Currently she is the
Federal Member for McPherson,
and Assistant Minister for
Vocational Education and Skills.
Dame Karen is Patron of various
community groups, including
local SLSC, Shuffleboards,
Cancer Support, and Mudgeeraba
Hinterland Band. She works
charitably for Homeless Connect,
Disabled Surfing, and Coolangatta
Senior Citizens.
She is married to Christopher
and they have three daughters.

Dame Melanie De Wet DSJ is
the Practice Manager, Financial
Director, of the Buderim Eye
Centre, with degrees in Commerce,
Law, and Labour Relations.
Her community service
revolves around Matthew Flinders
Anglican College, a Member of the
Parents and Friends Fund Raising
committee, the Friends of Music,
and organising the School Fair.
Dame Melanie’s charitable work
includes various Walks for Cancer,
and supporting her husband,
Chevalier Mark, at Order of Saint
John charitable events.

Investiture photos
Ross Carmichael

2018

Chevalier Dr Philip Hall KSJ
is a gynaecologist, having been
in practice for 35 years. He has
qualifications from Monash
University, University of New South
Wales, and London.
He is a Member of the
Queensland Club, and formerly
the Ballarat Club and the RACV
Club. He is a Board Member of
Art From the Margins, which has
been supported by the Queensland
Priory, and a Board Member of the
Mbatua Foundation, which was
established by the Mbantua Fine
Art Gallery and Cultural Museum in
Alice Springs and specialises in art
from the Utopia Region of Central
Australia. He is Honorary Curator of
St Andrews Hospital Art Collection.
He is married to Lesley.

Election of Priors in Australia
In Australia, Priors are elected for
a term of nominally three years,
and this year those terms expired
for the Prior of The Darling
Downs, the Prior of Victoria, and
the Prior of Queensland. Priors
are elected. Knights and Dames of
Justice and above have the right
to nominate themselves or others
of similar rank and then vote for
AUGUST 2018

their choice among the presented
candidates.
The process has already been
completed for the Priory of the
Darling Downs and for the Priory
of Victoria: Chevalier Associate
Professor Jeffrey Prebble OAM
KCSJ has been elected Prior
of the Darling Downs Priory.
He succeeds Chevalier Robert

Kretchmann OAM KCSJ. See
page 15. HE Bailiff Martin Conlon
GCSJ has been elected Prior of
Victoria, succeeding Chevalier
Graham Michalanney KCSJ. See
page 14. The process has been
initiated in the Queensland Priory
to elect a new Prior to succeed
Chevalier Emeritus Professor
George Kearney AM RFD ED GCSJ.
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Chevalier MAJGEN (retd)
Emeritus Professor Darryl Low
Choy AM, MBE, RFD, PhD KSJ
is a qualified military engineer,
commanding the 5th Field Engineer
Regiment and the Queensland 7th
Brigade. From 1997 to 2004 he
held the three most Senior Reserve
appointments in the army and the
Australian Defence Force: Assistant
Chief of the Army, Assistant Chief
of the Defence Force and Head of
Reserve Policy, and (Inaugural)
Director-General Australian
Defence Force Cadets.
Chevalier Dr Low Choy is
a qualified professional town
planner, a Registered Planner and
Fellow of the Planning Institute of
Australia. He is Emeritus Professor
(Environmental and Landscape
Planning) and former Head of
Planning at Griffith University. He is
a Visiting Professor of the Chinese
Academy of Sciences. He is leading
research into climate change
adaptation for human settlements,
planning for water sensitive cities,
incorporating indigenous landscape
values in planning, and community
resilience for peri-urban and hazard
prone areas.
Darryl has been married to
Nancy for 45 years. They have two
daughters and four grand-children.
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Dame Frances (Fran) Matlock
DSJ is a Registered Nurse residing
in Buderim. She worships with the
Catholic Church in Maroochydore.
She was a Councillor for the City
of Newtown, Victoria, from 1982
to 1991 and Mayor of Newtown,
from 1986 to 1988, and a Justice of
the Peace for the same period. She
was a Member of the Liberal Party
of Australia (1975 to 2008) and
is currently a Member of Liberal
National Party (Qld).
Dame Fran is a member of
the Buderim War Memorial
Community Association (BWMCA)
which is responsible for various
heritage properties throughout
Buderim, dedicated to or
contributing to the needs of the
community. In particular, she
is currently working with the
recently acquired Old Post Office
(OPO) which is now maintained
for community purposes. She is a
Friend of Buderim and a Member
of Buderim Mountain Probus Club.
She is Ambassador and Donor of
the Buderim Foundation.
She is married to Geoffrey.

2018

Dame Ngaire Roberts DSJ
graduated in New Zealand as a
primary school teacher, and spent
ten years in Papua New Guinea
before moving to the Sunshine
Coast in 1974. From 1985 to
1991 she was Co-ordinator of the
Qld Spastic League for the Miss
Australia Quest for the Sunshine
Coast Region, and in 1992 opened
a successful importing business
for the next eleven years. She
was a Member of the Board of the
Sunshine Coast Private Hospital
(now Buderim Private Hospital)
and has spent 28 years on the
Hospital Auxiliary, being President
for six years and Treasurer for two.
She was made a Life member in
2002.
Dame Ngaire has received
awards for her community work:
the inaugural Fisher Community
Australia Day Award (2001), the
Moderator’s Community Service
Medal from the Uniting Church
of Australia (2005), and she was
nominated as Senior Citizen of the
Year in the Australia Day Awards
organised by the Sunshine Coast
Council (2013). She also supports
many local charities, Hear
and Say, Sunny Kids, Compass,
Steppes, Montrose, Careflight, and
Pinktober.
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CHEVALIER THE REVEREND KEN WILLIAMS GCHSJ

Here am I, send me.
The Allocution for the Queensland Priory Investiture Service,
on 8 June 2018 at the Cathedral of St Stephen, Brisbane, by
Chevalier the Reverend Ken Williams GCHSJ, Chaplain to the
Western Australian Commandery.
Isaiah 6:1-8; 1 Corinthians 13;
Luke 1: 57-66, 80
In the name of the Father and
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
On the Home Page of our
website there is a very clear
statement. ‘The modern Order
of St John of Jerusalem, Knights
Hospitaller, is a Christian, chivalric,
ecumenical and international
community directly descended
from the Hospitaller activities
at the Hospice, founded before
the turn of the 12th century by
Amalfi merchants, for pilgrims in
Jerusalem.’ ‘A history of 900 years’
service to the sick and the poor.’
So there it is. This is no ordinary
organisation into which we are
invested; it is a religious Order,
committed to the service of the
suffering in the name of Christ. But
what is so significant about it being
an Order, as distinct from, say, a
service club?
The former militaristic history
and resultant traditions of the
Order rightly recall the era of the
Crusades. However, it is important
to bear in mind that the beginnings
of the Order of St John of Jerusalem:
Knights Hospitaller actually
predate the Crusades by as much
as two or three decades. Shortly
before 1070, merchants from the
Italian city of Amalfi were granted
land in Jerusalem, by the Caliph
of Egypt, to provide somewhere
for Christian pilgrims to stay. Not
only did the merchants establish
a monastery for accommodation
AUGUST 2018

but also a hospice for the sick. The
monastery was dedicated to St
Mary and the hospice to St John the
Baptist, both probably named after
the Cathedral of St Mary and St
John the Baptist, back in Amalfi.
We should dwell for a moment
on the implications of these
monastic beginnings. Initially, the
monastic community in Jerusalem
lived by the Rule of St Benedict and
then later by what was known as
the ‘Rule of the Hospital’, which in
turn was influenced by the Rule of
St Augustine. These were all rules
of monastic life, and both the Rule
of St Benedict and the Rule of St
Augustine continue to be followed
widely today; and, at least in the
case of the Rule of St Benedict,
by people in secular life as well
as by those who have committed
to monastic life. The Benedictine
vows are not the familiar ‘chastity,
poverty, and obedience’, but rather
‘stability, conversion of life, and
obedience’. So, part of the ancient
‘DNA’ of our Order is a notion
of ‘conversion of life’: allowing
our own selves to be shaped by
the ideals that we seek to apply
through our service to the sick and
the poor. In the Order of St John of
Jerusalem Knights Hospitaller, the
ideals by which we seek to work
and live are typified by the four
Virtues and the eight Beatitudes.
For me to speak in these terms
is perhaps to raise a question of
worthiness. It is one thing to serve
out of the completeness of what,
already, we have become. It is

another thing to serve out of the
incompleteness of what we may yet
become. But this is the nature of
Christian discipleship, which is not
carried out in our own strength no
matter how accomplished we have
become. As scripture reminds us
in 1 Peter 4:11, “Whoever speaks
must do so as one speaking the
very words of God; whoever serves
must do so with the strength that
God supplies, so that God may be
glorified in all things through Jesus
Christ. To him belong the glory and
the power forever and ever. Amen.”
Scripture is littered with stories
of people who heard a call to serve
God and whose first reaction
was a sense of inadequacy or
unworthiness. We will hear one
such story in our Old Testament
reading in a few minutes;
concerning no less a figure than
the prophet Isaiah. Experiencing
himself to be in the very presence
of God, Isaiah bewails his situation:
“Woe is me! I am lost, for I am
a man of unclean lips, and I live
among a people of unclean lips; yet
my eyes have seen the King, the
LORD of hosts!” But the seraphs
cleanse Isaiah’s lips and blot out
his guilt with a live coal and then
when Isaiah hears the Lord saying:
“whom shall I send, and who will
go for us?” he is able to respond,
“Here am I; send me!” Like Isaiah,
continued page 13
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SUNSHINE COAST COMMANDERY

DAME DR LUCY CRADDOCK DSJ

Commandery’s Cup Cake Coup

Words: Dame Dr Lucy Cradduck
Effort: Sunshine Coast Commandery
and its supporters
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On a sunny Sunday afternoon
on 17th June 2018 residents and
visitors to the Sunshine Coast
joined with members of the
Sunshine Coast Commandery in yet
another Cup Cake coup.
After a warm welcome from
Commander Mel Tipper, attendees
were guided through an afternoon
of wonderful music and songs by
compere, Mr Frank Lundt. The
entertainment was provided by the
dulcet tones of Ms Tanya McFadyen
and Mr Barry Woods, who were
supported by the Sunshine
Coast Concert Band under the
direction of Mr Ken Chadwick OAM
(conductor).
In the presence of Mr Chris
McCarthy (CEO Hear and Say) a
strong audience of 200+ attendees
assisted in raising over $15,000 in
support of the Hear and Say Centre
Nambour.
The proceeds will facilitate the
provision of an 18-month program
for one child, like little Elsie who
attended with her parents and

charmed everyone during the
Cupcake Afternoon Tea (see photo,
opposite page). Hear and Say will
teach the child to listen and to
speak, thus maximising the benefit
of his/her sophisticated hearing
aids or cochlear implant.
Under the direction of Raffle
Convenor Dame Ngaire Roberts,
raffle prizes were gathered from
various local donors and included
a first prize of wine; and other
prizes of plants, hampers, and a
picnic backpack. Notable thanks to
Dames Jane MacIntyre and Deputy
Commander Dame Airlie Bell for
their assistance in the sourcing of
these wonderful donations.
Highlights included the various
costumes worn by Ms McFadyen,
and, of course, the cupcakes.
Special thanks to the supporters
of the SC Commandery who baked,
served, and washed up. The
concert was again held in St Mark’s
Anglican Church, Buderim, with the
Reverend Deborah Bird assisting
with the drawing of the raffle. @
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Images: Far left top: Dame Dr Lucy Cradduck selling raffle tickets. Far left lower: Cup cakes before the audience descended…
with the concert in action. This page, above, left to right: Jo, Elsie and Chris Lawson, Airlie Bell, Mel Tipper, Ngaire Roberts, Chris
McCarthy. Above, right: Commander Mel Tipper (second from left) and Knights ready to sell concert tickets

continued from page 11
not one of us is worthy in our
own accomplishments to serve
God, except in the strength that
God supplies, and it is in that
strength that we are able not
only to serve but also to become
better servants.
For a further example we need
look no further than our own
Patron Saint, John the Baptist. The
gospel-writer Mark tells us that
“[he] was clothed with camel’s
hair, with a leather belt around
his waist, and he ate locusts and
wild honey.” Mark 1:6.
The gospel-writer Luke tells
us that John’s opening line was:
“You brood of vipers!” Luke 3:7b.
When it came to winning friends
and influencing people, John did
not have much going for him.
And yet, he was the one called
to prepare the way of Jesus and
who pointed constantly to the
coming of Jesus. We see from this
that God works through faithful
servants, notwithstanding their
AUGUST 2018

shortcomings, and supplies the
strength that they, in themselves,
lack.
But such strength does not
arrive as if by magic. It grows and
develops over time through the
struggle to be faithful to the call
of God and at the same time to be
true to the teaching and example of
Christ.
Harking back to what I was
saying earlier about the monastic
Rules of St Benedict and St
Augustine, it was and remains the
purpose of such rules to bring a
practical application of scripture to
the mundane struggles that arise
daily in human community.
A monastery was and is a
school of discipleship. In the
Order of St John of Jerusalem
Knights Hospitaller our school of
discipleship is to be found not in
the monastery but in the wider
community.
It is here that we must work to
find better ways of improving the
lot of the Lords the sick and the

Lords the poor. We must reflect
regularly on the Beatitudes
and such scripture as St Paul’s
magnificent essay on love, which
we shall also hear read in a few
minutes. We must allow our
assumptions and our attitudes to
be challenged by such scripture
and by the suffering of the poor
in our quest to serve better in the
future.
I want to conclude by
addressing myself specifically
to our new Knights and Dames.
I want to thank you for the
faithfulness and service that
have led you to this time and
place; I hope that you will find
in this Order an opportunity to
grow even richer in wisdom and
compassion; and I pray that God
will bless many others through
the service that you are called to
give.
Lord, may your Word live in
us, and bear much fruit to your
glory! In the name of Christ,
Amen! @
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BRISBANE COMMANDERY

CHEVALIER COMMANDER RIC BARTON KCSJ

Helping Trinity Pantry
feed the hungry
A $12,000 donation to the Trinity Welfare Pantry
during a Sunday Service was followed by morning tea
served by grateful parishioners.
The 24th June is the Nativity of
our Order’s Patron Saint, John the
Baptist, and this year that date fell
on a Sunday.
Brisbane Commandery has
for the past couple of years
contributed financially to the ongoing support of Trinity Pantry,
one of the charitable initiatives of
the Holy Trinity Anglican Church
in Brookes Street, Fortitude
Valley in Brisbane, and each year
on or about the 24th June we
have been invited to join with
the Parishioners in their Holy
Communion Service and their
celebration of the Baptist.
The Pantry is essentially a
food assistance service, and,
after 30 years now, it provides
for over 1,000 people each year;
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it also provides, under very strict
controls, some emergency cash
payment of bills.
The Pantry is entirely
volunteer-staffed, with minimal
State government assistance,
depending almost entirely on
donations and on contributions of
food.
At the end of the Service, Dame
Dr Kay Lane DCSJ, supported by
Chevalier Commander Ric Barton
KCSJ, made a short speech to the
Congregation when presenting the
Commandery’s cheque to Mrs Liz
Jarvis, the Pantry’s Convener, who
was supported by Holy Trinity’s
Rector, the Reverend Dr Steven
Ogden.
This year was particularly
enjoyed by our Knights and Dames
attending, as, in addition to the
fabulous winter weather and to
the delightful post-Service homemade morning tea, we were able to
inspect the just-competed building
construction and to talk to the
hands-on volunteers involved in
the Pantry’s administration and its
work. @
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HELPING TO FEED THE HUNGRY

Undeterred by Holy Trinity
Fortitude Valley’s extensive
landscaping project, Canon Bruce
Maughan, as Prelate, takes the lead
after Solemn Eucharist June 24.
The Priory presented a cheque
to The Trinity Welfare Pantry
during the service.

Now on the website
Look up osj.org.au

Images
Opposite page
Top Mrs Liz Jarvis, the Pantry Convener
with Chevalier Commander Ric Barton
Below far left Assembling after the
service
Below left Trinity parishioners
This page
Top Waiting to process: Chevaliers
Michael Halliday and Dr Ian Airey and
below, with Dame Leanne O’Shea
AUGUST 2018

• Grand Priory domain: Business
papers from the Chapter
Meetings and AGMs
• Priory domains: Business
papers from AGMs
• Darling Downs Priory has
INFORMATION FOR NEW
MEMBERS, worth looking at,
even for long-term Members
• Commanderies: Programs of
events from now and into
2019. NOTE: Some programs
are in the Members’ Domain
and must be accessed through
your email address and your
chosen OSJ password
• The Bulletin August 2018
• Gallery: Photographs from
recent events, in particular
Queensland Priory
Investiture.

Darling Downs Priory
Investiture
The Prior of the Darling Downs,
Chevalier Associate Professor
Jeffrey Prebble OAM KCSJ
invites you to the
INVESTITURE CEREMONY
in St Patrick’s Catholic
Cathedral, Toowoomba,
Friday, 7th September 2018 at
6.00 pm (robe at 5-30 pm).
Dress: Black Tie, Mess Dress
or National Dress, Robes,
Insignia and Miniatures
and immediately following,
THE INVESTITURE DINNER
Picnic Point,
164 Tourist Road,
Toowoomba at 7.30 pm
Dress: Black Tie, Mess Dress
or National Dress.
RSVP: 0408717 192
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PRIORY OF VICTORIA

NEW PRIOR ELECTED

CHEVALIER GRAHAM MICHALANNEY KCSJ

News from Victoria
Chevalier Graham Michalanney
KCSJ has completed his term as
Prior of Victoria, and the election
of HE Bailiff Martin Conlon GCSJ as
the new Prior was confirmed by the
Grand Prior on31 May 2018.
Chevalier Graham writes:
“My time in Office has been most
enjoyable and rewarding, and I
would like to thank my Council and
you all most sincerely for the loyal
support you have given me over the
past three years.
It is my pleasure to inform
you that my successor will be HE
Bailiff Martin Conlon GCSJ and I am
confident that with his considerable

skill and knowledge of our Order
and your support, the Priory will
continue to prosper under his
stewardship.
It is a significant acknowledgement of the high regard Martin
is held within our Order, that the
three other Knights who would
have been eligible to put their
names forward for the position of
Prior, chose not to do so. Hence,
Martin has been elected Prior
without the necessity of going to
a ballot. Furthermore, HE Bailiff
Victor Feros OAM GCSJ CMSJ, The
Grand Prior, has with pleasure confirmed Martin’s election as Prior.”

LEFT TO RIGHT: GRAND PRIOR VICTOR FEROS OAM, PRIOR GRAHAM
MICHALANNEY, DAME VALERIE SUMNER, PRIOR ELECT MARTIN CONLON
AND CHAPLAIN THE RIGHT REVEREND JOHN PARKES AM

THE PRIOR WITH CHEVALIER HENRI PIERROT,
MRS CAROL LEWELLIN AND
CHEVALIER EDWARD LEWELLIN
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Priory mid-year dinner
The Priory of Victoria had a
successful Annual General
Meeting and Mid Year Dinner
on 31st May 2018 with some 40
or so members and guests in
attendance. It was appreciated
that the Grand Prior, His
Excellency Bailiff Victor Feros
GCSJ CMSJ, joined us from
Brisbane, as well as Chaplain and
Sub-Prelate, Chevalier the Right
Reverend John Parkes AM KCSJ
from Wangaratta.

Victorian Priory
Elevations

During the evening, the Grand
Prior announced that the following
Knights and Dame had been
elevated:
Dame Professor Sheila Bellamy
DCSJ, to Dame Commander of Grace
Chevalier Peter Lewis KCSJ to
Knight Commander of Grace
Chevalier Edward Lewellin KCSJ
to Knight of Justice
Chevalier Henri Pierrot KCSJ to
Knight of Justice
Chevalier Russell Male KCSJ to
Knight of Justice
Chevalier the Right Reverend
John Parkes AM KCSJ to Knight
Grand Cross of Honour. @

THE PRIOR WITH DAMES VALERIE SUMNER AND
DEBRA ARNOLD, AND CHEVALIERS ROWLAND LEGG
AND GRAHAM SCOTT PHOTOS STELLA CONLON
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DARLING DOWNS PRIORY

NEW PRIOR INDUCTED

DAME DONNA FRASER DSJ

New Prior for
Darling Downs
New Darling Downs Prior Jeff
Prebble is only the third to hold the
position. Jeff’s Priorship follows
the four-year term of Prior Bob
Kretchmann who succeeded the
late Bob Sellers, inaugural Prior of
the Priory of The Darling Downs.
The former Commandery had been
headed, in recent years, by the
late Dr Jim Blaikie who followed
Keith Mathieson, a current serving
member of the Darling Downs
Priory.
Prior Jeff Prebble was elected
on 19th April 2018. He has been a
member of the Order since 2003
and Vice-Chancellor since 2005. As
secretary of The Darling Downs
Priory, Jeff has been actively
involved in major OSJ fund-raising
and charitable activities.
Recently retired from medical
practice, Jeff was awarded a Medal
of the Order of Australia and an

Australian Centenary Medal for
his services to Paediatrics. Raised
and schooled in the Brisbane
bayside suburb of Wynnum, Jeff
completed his degree in Medicine
at The University of Queensland
and undertook specialty training
in Paediatrics before going into
private practice in Toowoomba as
well as consulting at Toowoomba
Hospital.
Jeff is married to Robyn .
They have three sons (one of
whom deceased in 2008) and five
grandchildren. Jeff’s interests in
retirement are tennis, playing the
drums, and gardening.
Retiring Prior Robert (Bob)
Kretchmann was elected Prior of
the Darling Downs Priory in 2014,
having served as Treasurer for the
preceding 10 years. He completes
a most successful four-year term
during which there were two

NEWLY INDUCTED DARLING DOWNS PRIOR,
JEFF PREBBLE OAM WITH WIFE ROBYN

AUGUST 2018

Chevalier Associate Professor Jeff
Prebble was inducted as Prior of Darling
Downs, following Bob Kretchmann’s four
successful years as the Downs Prior.
Investitures, two major and two
smaller fund-raising functions, and
a social “Weekend in Warwick”
among other OSJ activities.
Under Bob’s leadership the
Priory has raised and donated
a total of $212,500 to various
charities including “Hear and Say”,
the Toowoomba Hospice, Fresh
Hope, LifeLine, AEIOU and Rosies.
OSJ Members have extended
warm congratulations and sincere
thanks to Bob who says he has
enjoyed the honour and privilege of
being Darling Downs Prior .
“I am fortunate that I have the
support of a wonderful group of
Knights and Dames: That has made
it so satisfying, and Carolyn and I
thank you for your support during
my time as Prior. I have enjoyed
my time and wish Jeff all the best
for his time as Prior of The Darling
Downs,” he said. @

LEFT TO RIGHT: RETIRING PRIOR BOB KRETCHMANN
WITH JEFF PREBBLE AND AUSTRALASIAN GRAND
PRIOR VICTOR FEROS
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QUEENSLAND PRIORY

NEWS AND EVENTS

Priory support
for a children’s
hospice
A $11,500 donation helps towards a
better quality of life for terminally-ill
children at Hummingbird House.
Hummingbird House is the only Hospice in Queensland
for children facing the end of life, and their families. It is
an essential part of the Wesley Mission, the community
care organisation of the Uniting Church. The Priory
of Queensland is currently supporting Hummingbird
House as its chosen charity.
On Wednesday, 8th August, a small group
representing the Priory visited Hummingbird House,
presented a cheque of $11,500, and were given a tour
of inspection of the facilities which help children from
birth to 18 years old to have quality of life as they face
terminal illness.
The General Manager, Dr Fiona Hawthorne, showed
us around assisted by the CEO of the Wesley Mission,
Chevalier Geoffrey Batkin AM KSJ. Bed rooms, play
and activity rooms, fully-equipped up to intensive care
level, are provided, and grassed outdoor play space as
well. Fiona Hawthorne pointed out that some children
have been in hospital since birth and have never seen
or played on grass. Hummingbird House provides new
experiences for them before they die. @

Multi-sensory room – touch /feel/smell/see:
enabling physically and cognitively compromised children
to experience sensory stimulation

Cheque presentation: L-R Chevalier Charles Clark,
Qld Prior George Kearney, Dame Dr Kay Lane,
Dr Fiona Hawthorne, Dame Desley Butters-Whitehouse

Queensland Priory Elevations
The Grand Prior, assisted by the
Prior of Queensland, presented
Certificates of Elevation to
Knights and Dames of the Priory
at the Banquet in Stamford
Plaza, following the Investiture
ceremony:
Appointed a Knight of Grace:
Leofric North, Garry Page
Appointed Dame of Grace: Janet
Barrett, Janet Earnshaw
Appointed Knight Commander
of Grace: John Barton, Raymond
James, Dennis Dearing, Steven
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Goakes, Stephen Golding AM RFD,
Ian Hanger QC AM, William Mellor
DSC AM
Appointed Knight of Justice:
Ian Airey, Melvyn Tipper, Michael
Halliday
Appointed Dame of Justice: Airlie
Bell, Leanne O’Shea
Appointed Knight Commander of
Justice: Richard Barton, Robert De
Martini
Appointed Dame Commander of
Justice: Marion Feros
Appointed Knight Grand Cross of

Honour: William Ray
Appointed Knight Grand Cross of
Justice: Charles Clark, David Rees.
Prior’s Awards
The Prior of Queensland, Chevalier
Emeritus Professor George
Kearney AM RFD GCSJ, presented
his Awards to several people
for “outstanding contribution
to the priory”: Frances Clark,
John Barton, Kenneth Williams,
Jeremy Edwards, Jillian James,
Jean Ledwidge, Desley ButtersWhitehouse, Bruce Maughan. @
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WESTERN AUSTRALIA COMMANDERY

NEWS AND EVENTS

CHEVALIER COMMANDER ANTHONY HOWES KCSJ

Behind the Scenes
at WA Commandery
These past few months have
seen WA Knights and Dames
working behind the scenes for a
number of purposes. Although
the Commandery supports a
diverse range of needy causes, the
continuing priority continues to be
the homeless and destitute.
Thus, the need to be fully
informed, and up to date, not
only in the ways of alleviating
homelessness, but in what others
are doing (both successfully and
not so successfully) requires a
constant update of information and
research.
So, in these past months, led
by Commander Chevalier Jamie
Edwards and Hospitaller Chevalier
John Picton-Warlow, with valuable
assistance from Dame Michelle
Dunlop, Chevalier Robert Nicholson
and Chevalier Allan Downs, much
valuable research and discussion
with others has taken place.
The outcome, as reported to
Chapter by the Commander, is to
guide us, not only to community
needs, but how best to operate,
especially in conjunction with the
myriad of agencies at work in the
community.
So, how has the time been
spent? The Commander and his
colleagues began their research
by attending various conferences
and meetings, which, over the past
months, have all been dealing with
homelessness.
It all began with the seminar
surrounding The State of
Homelessness in Australia’s Cities
report, which was delivered in
Perth recently. The report brought
together evidence from seven years
AUGUST 2018

of Registry Week data collections
undertaken by homelessness
services and many volunteers in
Australian cities.
Commander Jamie told Chapter:
The report provided a rich and
moving insight into the health
and social needs and aspirations
of homeless people in Australia.
We learned that the Report, by
the Centre for Social Impact UWA,
was made in collaboration with
the Australian Alliance to End
Homelessness, and was based on
the largest collection of interviews
ever undertaken in Australia
among those experiencing
homelessness.
The Commander and the
Hospitaller both confirmed that
one of the most valuable things to
arise from this seminar was the
contact with like-minded agencies
and individuals from around
Australia.
Most recently, Chevalier Jamie
and Dame Michelle were invited,
by Chevalier the Honourable Ken
Wyatt, Federal Minister for Aged
Care, to attend a ‘Think Tank for
Older People who are Homeless
or at risk of Homelessness’. Again,
with attendees from every state
and territory in Australia, the
contact and the variety of ideas
made the time spent significant
for us. The final outcome of this
meeting is to provide an action
plan for the Minister to take to the
Parliament.
Lastly, in this regard (and to
occur after this goes to print)
the Commandery will be looking
closely at what emanates from
Homelessness Week 2018 (August

“This face is a person, not a
statistic”
6 to 12). It is part of a national
week of events coordinated by
Homelessness Australia which
aims to raise awareness of, and
ultimately end, homelessness. There
will be special focus on the ‘Lived
Experience of Homelessness’ to
bring a greater understanding of
homelessness to the community
and give people the opportunity to
see how quickly life can change.
Other behind-the-scenes activity
for Knights and Dames, has seen
your correspondent and playwright
Jenny Davis, working on ‘an update’
of our annual end-of-year fund
raiser, which, until now, has been
called “A Dickens of A Christmas”.
This year, the title will be “A
Colonial Christmas” and will take
the audiences back to ‘The Golden
Years of Australian Radio’ whereby
the audience will see the venue,
Christ Church, Claremont, become
a radio studio in which the Dickens
story is at the heart of a colonial
experience in a radio play! More
detail next issue. Other Dames and
Knights are planning fund-raisers,
which include the ever-popular Quiz
Night. Again, more news of all these
when Spring arrives. @
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PRIORY OF QUEENSLAND

Vigil Services

Dr Philip Hall, centre, and
MAJGEN Emeritus Professor
Darryl Low Choy AM MBE, right

NEWS AND EVENTS

As well as an informative New
Members’ Night, two Vigil and
Welcome services were held: On
Monday, 28th May, the Sunshine
Coast Commandery Vigil was
conducted by the Commandery
Chaplain, Chevalier the Right
Reverend Jeremy Greaves KSJ,
in the presence of the Prior of
Queensland.
A goodly number of Knights
and Dames kept Vigil with Donats
Melanie De Wet, Fran Matlock, and
Ngaire Roberts, in the Chapel of
Saint Nicholas, Matthew Flinders

Anglican College. Spouses joined
Members and Donats for a
delicious Supper in the Cumberland
Room following the service.
Brisbane Commandery held
their Vigil, with Donats Dr Philip
Hall and MAJGEN Emeritus
Professor Darryl Low Choy AM
MBE, on Tuesday 29th May at the
Lutheran Church, Wooloongabba,
followed by dinner at the Norman
Hotel. The service was conducted
by the Commandery Chaplain,
Chevalier Bishop Emeritus
Noel Noack, who spoke of the
significance of the eight-pointed
cross that we wear “identifying a
person as belonging to Christ. In
wearing the cross we acknowledge
such ownership in a life of humble
service and obedience”. @

Investiture
photo book
Priory of Queensland
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An attractive Photo Book, as
a record of the Investiture, is
produced each year. A selection
of the photographs taken at this
Investiture will be used in the 2018
Investiture Photo Book.
Orders are being taken and
this will determine the number
of copies of the Photo Book to be
produced. If you wish to order a
copy/copies of the 2018 Investiture
Photo Book, please sign up to the
private Members’ Domain and
complete the Order Form found in
the Priory section. @
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