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EDITORIAL

CHEVALIER CHARLES CLARK GCSJ MMSJ

From the Editor’s desk
History provides
the pattern for the future. If we
do not understand where we
have been, we will not be able to
discern where we should go. From
its beginning in the 12th Century
the Hospitaller Order has had a
remarkable history; and the Order
of today has grown out of that
history.
The solidarity of the Order of
Saint John of Jerusalem is almost
unique in chivalric history. The
Hospitallers learned from their
own triumphs and failures; they
learned from the mistakes made
by their fellow chevaliers, the
Templars, as well as their own.
They maintained that
solidarity until Napoleon drove

them out of Malta in the late
18th Century. From that time
division and fragmentation has
occurred, sometimes because of
circumstances and geography,
sometime because of selfindulgence of those in high places.
But the Order has not failed;
it continues to be obedient in its
duty to Faith and to Humanity as
it works in its Christian charity to
the sick and the poor.
This year, the Order in Australia
is celebrating history. We celebrate
being here for 50 years.
The Order is consolidating
history as two Commanderies are
elevated to Priory status. And we
are creating history as we come
together with the International
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Hospitallers.
The year is further enhanced
by the imminent visit of the most
senior Members of the Sovereign
Order of St John of Jerusalem
Knights Hospitaller, the Grand
Master, the Grand Commander,
and the Grand Hospitaller.
Reference is made to these
events and more in this issue of
the Bulletin. The New Members’
Night has been streamlined, with
a shorter formal time and more
time to meet, eat, and greet. The
Investiture will welcome into the
Order a number of new Knights
and Dames, honoured for their
contribution to society.
Let us give them a warm
welcome. There are other
significant events surrounding
these, and full attendance and
interaction among members
can only increase our coherence
and capacity for our charitable
endeavours. @

Not signed up
to the Members’
Domain yet?
The sign-up page comes up at
the beginning of the Members’
Domain.
Enter your email address as
given in the Roll of Honour and
create a password which you
will use from then on to log in.
When you log in, your email
address is your bona-fide
membership accreditation.
Only you can enter the
Members’ Domain with your
unique password.
If you are unsure of the
process, or have any problems
accessing the Members’
Domain, refer to Dame Dawn
Goodall or Chevalier Charles
Clark for advice (contact
details in Roll of Honour). @
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PRIORY OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA

INVESTITURE AND ELEVATION TO PRIORY STATUS

The Allocution delivered by Chevalier the Reverend
Ken Williams KCSJ at the Investiture and Elevation of
the Commandery of Western Australia to Priory status.
Evensong, 5 May 2019, St George’s Cathedral, Perth.

Bear fruits worthy
of repentance
Text: Isaiah 40:1-11; Luke 3: 3-18
In the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
In our Second Lesson this
evening we heard the Gospel-writer
Luke’s account of the beginning of
the ministry of John the Baptist –
the one who proclaimed “a baptism
of repentance for the forgiveness
of sins.” In historical terms, this
was a ministry that both preceded
and overlapped with that of John’s
younger cousin, Jesus of Nazareth.
And, like the other three gospel
writers, Luke identified this
ministry of John with the words
of call that we heard in our First
Lesson from the prophet Isaiah:
“The voice of one crying out in the
wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the
Lord, make his paths straight.’” It is
from gospel accounts such as these
that we receive the two enduring
epithets for John, namely, ‘John the
Baptizer’ and ‘John the forerunner’
(of Jesus).
What we do not receive from
scripture in such an obvious way is
the identity of St John of Jerusalem,
Patron Saint of those who serve the
sick and the poor; which raises the
question: how, then, did this come
about? There is a story that in the
mid-Eleventh Century, before the
formal establishment of the Order
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and also before The Crusades,
wealthy merchants from the Italian
city of Amalfi set up a monastery
in the Holy Land as a place for
Christian pilgrims to stay. Travel
being dangerous at that time, they
also set up a hospice for the sick
and the injured. The monastery
was dedicated to St Mary and the
hospice to St John the Baptist,
possibly after the Cathedral of the
Virgin Mary and St John the Baptist
back in their home city of Amalfi.
Maybe this was the connection.
In any event, to recount the
ensuing history of the Order is the
stuff of doctoral theses, not short
homilies. However, a brief lineage
insofar as it concerns those present
this evening begins with about 250
years in Jerusalem, a short time on
Cyprus, about 200 years on Rhodes
and almost 270 years on Malta,
leaving an indelible mark in the
culture of that island nation.
From there the Order moved
to Russia and after the Russian
Revolution came under the
protection of King Peter II of
Yugoslavia. The Order was
established in Australia in 1969 and
so this is its Jubilee Year here. The
Commandery of Western Australia
was established in 2008 and in its
work has focused on assistance
for the homeless through street
swags and support of such services
as Homeless Connect, the Street
Doctor, Street Friends and the
Starlight Hotel Choir.
But this is not all about the Order

of St John of Jerusalem. Everything
of which we have spoken is
connected and that connection
concerns the call of God upon all
our lives. The reason that Luke was
able to quote Isaiah is not because
Isaiah was predicting the ministry
of John, but because the voice that
was heard through Isaiah was one
and the same voice that was heard
several centuries later through
John: it was the voice of God calling
people to live in right relationship
with each other, with the Creation,
and with God. To quote John from
our second lesson, “Prepare the way
of the Lord … Bear fruits worthy
of repentance … Whoever has two
coats must share with anyone who
has none; and whoever has food
must do likewise.”
We know that voice and where it
comes from, don’t we?
Let me say a few brief words to
those soon to be invested. Albert,
Heather, Nigel, John and Beverley:
the invitation to become Knights
and Dames of this Order is, in the
first instance, recognition of your
journey through life so far and
in respect of this, I offer you my
congratulations. As well, I hope
that your continuing journey
will be enriched by the company
and opportunities for service
that you find here, and by added
encouragement for your existing
avenues of service.
And Lord, in respect of us all,
may your Word live in us, and bear
much fruit to your glory! Amen. @
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PRIORY OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA

CHEVALIER ANTHONY HOWES KCSJ

A great occasion for Western Australia
On 5 May 2019, the Western Australian
Commandery was elevated to Priory
status in conjunction with the investing
of five new Knights and Dames.

INVESTITURE AND
ELEVATION
The atmosphere at the May 5
Evensong, Investiture and
Elevation Ceremony in our
Conventual Church, St George’s
Cathedral in Perth, was full of joy
and expectation; and, ultimately
one of celebration.
The joy was completely evident
as the Chorale of sixty voices gave
a glorious performance of Parry’s
anthem “I Was Glad”. The anthem
underpinning the feelings of us all
in the near-capacity congregation
of the Cathedral, not the least, the
feelings of the five aspirants, about
to join the ranks of the Dames and
Knights of the Order.
Our Chaplain, Chevalier
the Reverend Ken Williams, in
his address, in speaking of the
imperative of the work of the Order
as exemplified by our Patron, John
the Baptist, firmly pointed to the
needs of our lords the sick and our
lords the poor in the here and now.
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The Service of Evensong began
with a procession in which the
Commandery of WA was joined by
Grand Priory dignitaries including
The Grand Prior, the Prelate,
the Chancellor, the Treasurer;
and guests from the Priory of
Queensland, led by its new Prior.
By the end of the service and
ceremonies, theRecessional
acknowledged the creation of
the Priory of WA, and the former
Commander, Chevalier Jamie
Edwards, as Prior of WA. As the
procession of the Order and the
Cathedral participants moved
down the Nave to the West Doors,
the smiles of the congregation
indicated that ‘joy’ of which I wrote
at the beginning of this report.
The dismissal prayer, delivered
in the Cathedral forecourt by the
Acting Dean, the Venerable Canon
Kathy Barrett-Leonard, brought
all our thoughts together as we
shared the hope for each other that
- “The Lord be with you”.

From above:
Processing into the West Door
John Tick, Beverley Waters and Heather
Rogers
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ELEVATION TO PRIORY AND INVESTITURE

From above:
New Investees with members of the
Queensland Priory back row
Prelate, Canon Emeritus Bruce Maughan
blessing the new Prior, Jamie Edwards,
Tony Howes behind
Processing out.
Acting Dean, the Venerable Canon Kathy
Barrett-Leonard giving the Blessing

All Western Australia Investiture
photography: Eye Candy
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BANQUET
The celebratory Banquet followed
at the Weld Club, some few minutes
walk from the Cathedral. Dining
together continued the feeling
of celebration; the camaraderie
was evident throughout. The
graciousness of the Grand Prior and
the sincerity of all the speakers was
most evident. One of the highlights
was provided by guest artists,
soprano Katherine Freind and her
husband, tenor Justin Freind, who
entertained us with music, not only
of excellence, but pertinent to the
aims of the Order. Katherine and
Justin have been in the forefront
of our musical fund-raising efforts
for some years. The Grand Prior
pleasantly surprised some of us
(yours truly included!) when he
presented Certificates of Elevation.
Appreciation was expressed to
Chevalier Bill Munro who, each year
surpasses himself organising our
culinary experiences.
continues with AGM on page 8
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Five investees welcomed to Priory

CHEVALIER ALBERT KOENIG
KSJ was born in Germany and
arrived in Perth at the age of
10. He attended Perth Modern
School and UWA, qualifying in
Electrical Engineering. He went on
to become a senior engineer with
Western Australia’s electricity
supplier (SECWA Western Power),
specialising in energy safety and
regulation. In 2009 he developed and
presented lecture series in Electrical
Engineering which resulted in UWA
appointing him an Adjunct Professor
in 2013. He is a Member of the Royal
Freshwater Bay Yacht Club.

CHEVALIER NIGEL ROGERS KSJ
was an international banker with
Citibank working throughout the UK
and Europe. He migrated and retired
to Australia in 2012. In retirement
he, together with his wife Heather,
have become involved in many areas
on Western Australian culture,
including WAAPA, WASO, and the
WA Ballet Company. His other areas
of interest are as a member of the
Government House Foundation, the
WA Art Gallery, and as President of
the Royal Overseas League.

Caring for our Members
Each Priory and Commandery assigns one or two Members who maintain
contact and assist where appropriate, any Members who are in ill health
or who have other physical difficulties. They are variously known as
Hospitaller or Almoner. For the Priory of the Darling Downs, the Almoner
is Dame Sally Bligh, Chevalier Dr Doug Custance is the the Sunshine Coast
Priory’s Almoner and, for the Commandery of Brisbane, the Hospitallers
are Dame Gwendolen Jull AO and Dame Liz Fisher. In Western Australia
the Almoner is Chevalier John Picton-Warlow, and in Victoria the
Hospitaller is Dame Valerie Sumner.
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DAME DR HEATHER ROGERS
DSJ was born in the UK and settled
permanently in Western Australia in
2004. She qualified with BAs from
Leicester University and UWA, and
MA followed by PhD from New York
University. Heather was a career
teacher of international languages,
teaching French and German
throughout Australia, New Zealand,
Canada, UK, and the USA as well as
teaching English in Chile, Germany,
France, and the Czech and Slovak
Republics. An interesting part of
Heather’s teaching career is that
she qualified as a Master Gardener
from Cornell University which
led to lecturing in horticulture
at a maximum security women’s
prison in New York. Heather shares
husband Nigel’s cultural interests in
the arts, ballet, and music.
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of Western Australia

CHEVALIER JOHN TICK KSJ
is a qualified Civil and Structural
Engineer, gaining his qualifications
at UNSW and UWA. He is also a
graduate of the British Army Staff
College and the Royal Military
College of Science. John has worked
on projects throughout the world
during his career and now runs
a construction and structural
engineering consultancy. John has
contributed to the community
through a thirty-three year
involvement in Rotary and was
formerly President of the National
Trust in Western Australia and the
Army Museum.

Banquet at
the Weld Club

DAME BEVERLY (BEV) WATERS
DSJ has been a successful business
woman; firstly in the retail
industry and going on to establish a
successful winery operation in the
Margaret River Region. While doing
this, she has spent over twenty-five
years involved in community service
work with the WA Opera Company
and more recently playing an active
role in the SAS Resources Trust,
helping to raise over $2 million
dollars for injured and disabled
soldiers.
Banquet images, from top,
left to right:
Singers Justin and Kath Freind
Rev. Ken Williams, Tony Sheppard,
Bill Munro;
The Munro Family. Stephanie, Bill,
Nicky.
Nigel and Heather Rogers with their
guests, Bob and Lynette Nicholson,
Albert and Mrs Koenig;
David Rees, Prue Carvell,
Jamie Edwards.
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The Banquet, continued

AGM

Inaugural AGM for
Western Australia Priory
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
The following day, our visitors
and the WA Priory Members met
at the Weld Club for the inaugural
Annual General Meeting of the
Priory. It was a most happy
occasion and this was reflected in
the encouraging words spoken by
the Grand Prior which, effectively,
brought us up-to-date with the
way in which we might fully
participate in the growth of the
Order in Australasia; in the 50th
Anniversary celebrations ahead;
and the visit of the Vancouver
Grand Master.
Reports were given, and are
summarised as follows:
CHAPLAIN: In his report,
our Chaplain commented that
our liturgical calendar continues
to work well, giving the Order a
regular spiritual life and regular
visible presence at the Cathedral.
On average, we attend about
once every two months, formally
processing on four of those
occasions, and usually enjoy a good
attendance of Members and guests.
The Investiture and Elevation
Banquet images:
From top:

Di Silver, Tony Sheppard, Gerard and
Carmel Tonks, Rev. Ken Williams
Ray Gianoli and Victor Feros
Victor Feros and Rodney Wells
Anthony Howes and Victor Feros

8

Service on 5 May 2019 set a new
attendance record for us. Two
minor adjustments to the calendar
appear to be beneficial: firstly, the
move from 24 to 23 December for
our attendance at the Festival of
Lessons and Carols; and, secondly,
the move from Candlemas in early
February to a ‘Commencement
Service’ in late February to get
further away from the holiday
season.
As well, we invited members
of the WA Maltese Community to
join us for the service marking the
Relief of the Siege of Malta (as part
of wider initiatives to build this
relationship), and enjoyed a good
response.
ALMONER: Our Almoner’s
report carried the information
that we have held three significant
fundraising events.
The first of these was a quiz
night organised by Chevalier David
Goode. The event was very well
attended and raised a considerable
sum, as did the “A Colonial
Christmas” organised by the Deputy
Prior, Chevalier Anthony Howes,
who also organised “Concert Under
The Stars”, assisted by Chevalier Bill
Munro and the Almoner; and held
in the garden at Strathearn, near
King’s Park.
From these events, and monies
held from two gifts made by
Members earlier in the year, we
have raised significant monies for
the Homeless causes. Thus far, the
funds have been spent in support
of Dame Marija Jelavic’s Homeless
Connect event in November and
the Street People charity organised
by Dame Michelle Dunlop. That
organisation was also assisted
with physical help and assistance
THE BULLETIN
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with issues concerning its future
development.
TREASURER: Other reports
came from the Treasurer which
showed a balanced budget and
sound fiscal management.
HERALD: My report, as Herald,
detailed the organisation of
events, including yesterday’s
service, and how the promotion
of all events have been assisted
by Capital Radio (in broadcasting
Outside Broadcasts of our charity
performances) and the pro bono
support of Gina Church public
relations firm.
I recalled the fitting presentation
to leading Perth director,
playwright and actress, Jenny
Davis OAM, of a Cerificate of
Appreciation by Chevalier Jamie, for
her continuing support in all we do.
Further, I made mention of how we
were able to include one of Perth’s
“Street Choirs” as ‘special guests’
among the professional musicians
in “Music Under The Stars”.
PRIOR: In his report Prior
Jamie looked back over the last
12 months and fully recorded
the realised aspirations of the WA
Commandery. He expressed his
gratitude, and named all those who
had worked in the many activities
undertaken.
The Prior made mention of the
success the Commandery had in
helping to secure a site for Dame
Michelle’s ‘Street Friends of WA’,
in lobbying the Perth City Council
to ease some restrictions on the
building that had been donated
by Western Power. Prior Jamie
thanked our outgoing Treasurer,
Chevalier Tony Sheppard, for his
ten years of unstinting service as
our financial guide, and welcomed
Chevalier Gerard Tonks into that
role.
APPOINTMENTS: Our Prior
announced appointments within
the Priory:
Deputy Priors: Chevaliers Bill
Munro and Anthony Howes;
JUNE 2019

Vice-Chancellor: Chevalier The
Honourable Bob Nicholson;
Almoner: Chevalier John PictonWarlow;
Chamberlain: Chevalier Rodney
Wells;
Conventual Chaplain: Chevalier
the Reverend Ken Williams;
Marshal: Chevalier Ray Gianoli.
Chevalier Anthony Howes will
continue as Herald and Chevalier
Bill Munro as Chair of the
Appointments Committee.
Chevalier Jamie recorded
that it was with sadness that the
Commandery received the news
of the death in February this year,
of Chevalier Professor Donald
Leinster-Mackay, one of the early
Knights of the West Australian
Commandery and ultimately ViceCommander: a driving force in the
Commandery and with his wife,
Dame Commander Maree LeinsterMackay, instrumental in seeing
the Commandery through some
very difficult times. The Prior said
that Donald will be remembered
by those of us who knew him with
fondness and respect.
The Prior concluded his report
by acknowledging with gratitude
the Chancellor of the Grand
Priory, Chevalier George Kearney,
for his support and help to the
Commandery of WA, during his
years as Prior of Queensland. The
Prior expressed the profound
thanks of all the WA Dames
and Knights for the support,
encouragement, and friendship of
the Grand Prior, and his continued
concern for our welfare.
Your WA correspondent began
these notes speaking of joy,
expectation, and celebration. I
know that we here in the West will
continue to think in that way, as
we join you all, under the Grand
Priory of Australasia, in working,
with God’s help, to aid our lords
the sick and our lords the poor.
Chevalier Anthony Howes, KCSJ.
Perth, May 16th, 2019. @

Promotions
in WA Priory
The Grand Prior, HE Bailiff
Adjunct Professor Victor
Feros OAM GCSJ CMSJ, has
been pleased to announce
the following promotions
to Western Australian
Knights. The awards were
presented at the Banquet
following the Investiture
and Elevation to Priory
status on Sunday, 5th May
2019.
FROM KNIGHT OF HONOUR
TO KNIGHT OF GRACE:

Chevalier Peter Gianoli KSJ
Chevalier Elliott John PictonWarlow KSJ

FROM KNIGHT OF GRACE
TO KNIGHT COMMANDER
OF GRACE:

Chevalier Allan Alfred Downs
KCSJ
Chevalier Rodney Edward Lloyd
Wells KCSJ
FROM KNIGHT
COMMANDER OF GRACE TO
KNIGHT OF JUSTICE:

Chevalier Anthony Owen Howes
KCSJ
Chevalier William Munro KCSJ
Chevalier the Reverend
Kenneth Williams KCSJ
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PRIORY OF THE SUNSHINE COAST

ROBIN KLEINSCHMIDT OAM KSJ

A red letter day
for Sunshine Coast
Sunday 19th May was
a red letter day for
the former Sunshine
Coast Commandery of
the Order of St John
of Jerusalem Knights
Hospitaller, as it marked
the elevation of the
Commandery to the
status of Priory.
The special event was celebrated
with a service of thanksgiving
and high ceremony in St Mark’s
Anglican Church in Buderim, a
church with which the new Priory
has a long and close association.
At 2.30 p.m. the robed Knights
and Dames entered the church
in solemn procession, led by the
processional cross of the parish,
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the acolytes and the parish priest,
the Reverend Mother Moira Evers
smms. The clergy, Knights and
Dames of the new Priory then
followed the Marshal, Chevalier
LTCOL David Woodrow AM, and
the Banner of the old Commandery.
The furled Banner of the new
Priory preceded the officers and
ceremonial swords of the Priory
and the Prior-elect. Then in order,
with banners and ceremonial
swords, there followed Knights,
Dames and officers of the Priories
of the Darling Downs and
Queensland, and finally, again with
banner and ceremonial sword, the
Chancellor, Prelate, Serjeant-at
Arms and Grand Prior of the Grand
Priory of Australasia.
The homily was delivered by
our Conventual Chaplain, Chevalier
the Right Reverend Jeremy
Greaves. Referencing the Sermon

on the Mount, he reminded the
congregation that in a world of
upheaval in church and society,
the motto of the Order provides
a moral compass, calling us in
our own need to stand beside the
poor, the sick and the needy, and
to acknowledge our dependence
on God. We are a community in
relationship with each other and
with God, called to be a prophetic
presence in an unstable world.
The lessons and prayers were
read by Knights and Dames of
the new Priory. The Prelate of
the Grand Priory of Australasia,
Chevalier the Reverend Canon
Emeritus Bruce Maughan, led the
rituals of the inauguration of the
new Priory. After the Grand Prior,
HE Bailiff Adjunct Professor Victor
Feros, read the Declaration, the
Knights and Dames of the new
Priory pledged their loyalty to the
Order and to the Grand Prior. The
Chancellor of the Grand Priory of
Australasia, Chevalier Emeritus
Professor George Kearney, read
the Warrant of Appointment
of Chevalier Mel Tipper as the
inaugural Prior of the new Priory.
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Marshal Chevalier David Woodrow
then conducted the new Prior to his
Chair of Office, was commissioned
by the Prelate, and received the
pledge of loyalty from the Knights
and Dames of the Priory. He was
then welcomed and acknowledged
by the other visiting Priors.
The new Banner of the Priory
was unfurled and was blessed
by the Prelate, together with the
Swords and the Mace. The Banner
of the former Commandery of the
Sunshine Coast was surrendered
by the Conventual Chaplain to the
Parish of St Mark’s, represented by
the Parish Priest, and was laid-up
in the church for safe keeping.
The service was beautified by
organ and hymns, renditions by the
parish choir, and festive trumpet
fanfares.
After the service a lavish
afternoon tea was provided
for members of the Order and
their guests and visitors on the
Parish Green, creating a leisurely
opportunity for fellowship. The
Grand Prior brought his greetings
in a speech of congratulations and
encouragement to the members of
the new Priory, before the Prior
of the new Priory of the Sunshine
Coast, Chevalier Mel Tipper, was
invited to cut the celebratory cake.
The Grand Prior also
acknowledged Dame Joan
JUNE 2019

Ledwidge. It was Dame Joan’s
husband, the late Chevalier
Emeritus Professor Tom Ledwidge,
who was the first Commander of
the Sunshine Coast Commandery.
After he and his wife retired to the
Sunshine Coast from Toowoomba,
he was asked by Chevalier Harold
Davis, Vice-Chancellor of the
Queensland Priory, to attempt to
establish a new unit of the Order.
Assisted by Chevalier Russell
Brothers, he was able to gather
and foster a group which attained
Commandery status in 2001.
The original modest numbers
had been augmented by local
recruitment and the arrival of
retirees from both Brisbane and
interstate. An early emphasis on
friendship and hospitality has
since been continued and affirmed,
supplementing vigorous but
enjoyable fundraising for a wide
range of local and international
projects.
It was a cause for regret that
Chevalier Tom, who passed away
in 2018, did not live to share the
celebrations of the new Priory. He
was active in his support of the
Order to the end of his life.
Those who have served the
Commandery as Commander on
its journey to Priory status were
Chevaliers Tom Ledwidge, David
Woodrow, Robin Hart, and Mel

Tipper, the current Prior.
With confidence we wish the
new Priory well as it continues
its service to our lords the sick
and our lords the poor under the
patronage of St John the Baptiser. @
Images, opposite page:
New Priory Banner
Chevalier the Right Reverend Jeremy
Greaves
This page, top left
The Prelate commissions the new Prior
Top right
Dame Jan Leake Jones cutting the
cake
Above
Mother Moira Evers smms with Bishop
Jeremy.
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ORIGINS OF KNIGHTS HOSPITALLER IN AUSTRALIA

CHEVALIER MICHAEL HALLIDAY KCSJ

The Origins of the
Hospitaller Order
in Australia
The Australian re-birth or
establishment owes its existence
to the good offices of the then
Priory of Malta through the
interest and actions of the then
Prior Professor Gaston TonnaBarthet, a distinguished scholar,
academic and author. (The Priory
of Malta gained Grand Priory
status in 1970 by Royal Warrant
signed by H. M. King Peter II on 22
February 1970).
Major Roland Podesta, a
former British Army Officer and
thereafter diplomat and wellrespected resident and citizen
of Brisbane, was admitted to
the Order in Malta in 1969 with
the rank of Knight of Honour.
Later in the same year he was
commissioned by Prior Professor
Gaston Tonna-Barthet to establish
a Commandery in Australia and
upon his acceptance, his rank was
elevated to that of Commander.
This was 50 years ago.
Thereafter, no doubt being
aware of the adage that an
organisation is only as good as its
Members, Commander Podesta
assembled a number of leading
and prominent persons with the
aim of their becoming Members
of the proposed Commandery;
and there were undertaken a
number of charitable pursuits
which included the sourcing and
obtaining of various medical
items and supplies for provision to
overseas agencies.
On the evening of 8 September
1972 a Dinner was being held at
the Podesta residence in order
12

This brief article attempts to highlight the
circumstances surrounding the Order’s
establishment in Australia some 50 years
ago, subsequent to its historic birth and
development in Jerusalem during the
period 1113 -1187, with appropriate short
reference to those leading participants in
such rebirth and early development.

Professor Gaston Tonna-Barthet
to commemorate the lifting of
the Siege of Malta and it was at
this function that the formation
of the previously proposed
Commandery was formally
announced; following the Dinner
the first Council was appointed
which included as Members
Chevalier The Right Hon. Frank
Forde (Former Prime Minister
of Australia) and Chevalier
Bryan Walsh (then Vice Mayor of
Brisbane).
In 1974 the Commandery was
promoted to the status of Priory
with the Malta Bulletin of the day
announcing:
‘It is our pleasure to announce
that the Commandery of
Australia has been promoted
to Priory with jurisdiction over
Australia and New Zealand. The
head of the new Priory, Major
Roland Podesta, has thus been

promoted to the rank of Bailiff of
Australia....’
Later in 1974 the Malta Bulletin
further announced the appointment
of Bailiff Podesta as a member of
the Grand Council of the Grand
Priory of Malta. Up until such
elevation in status, all Investitures
of prospective new Knights in
Australia had been required to take
place in Malta and be conducted
by its Grand Prior, but now such
Investitures could take place
in Brisbane. Consequently, the
Inaugural Investiture of the Order
in Australia took place on 26 April
1974 in the Inaugural Conventual
Church of the Order in Australia,
the Parish Church of St Thomas
Aquinas, St Lucia, Brisbane.
The Investiture was conducted
by the Senior Chaplain to the Order,
Chevalier the Reverend Fr Alfred
Hogan (Parish Priest, St Lucia),
assisted by the Junior Chaplain,
Chevalier the Rev. Frank Delia, and
the Reverend Canon Philip Newell
who later became a prominent
member of the Order and Anglican
Bishop of Tasmania.
The Inaugural Investiture was
well-attended with some 130
people witnessing the admission
of candidates of high quality and
status from within the consular,
diplomatic, political, academic and
business professions including
persons such as Professor (Sir)
Zelman Cowan, Vice-Chancellor
of the University of Queensland
(who was later Governor General
of Australia), Sir Hubert Opperman
and Sir Bruce Small.
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On 24 June 1975 at an
Ecumenical Service held by the
Priory in the Conventual Church
of St Thomas Aquinas, an alcove
within the Church was dedicated
and two plaques were permanently
affixed to the wall; a suit of knight’s
armour, which had been made in
Malta as an exact replica of one
in the Magistral Palace in Malta,
backed by the Standard of the
Order, was placed within the alcove.
Following its establishment
the Order has continued to attract
members of high calibre, public
status, and reputation to its ranks
to assist in carrying out its mandate
to continue its charitable work
towards the poor, the sick, the
needy and less fortunate within our
community.
In recognising the 50th

Anniversary of the Order in
Australia we remember and reflect
upon the collective wisdom and
guidance which the past leaders
and members of the Order have
contributed over the years to the
wellbeing and continuance of the
Order.
In particular, we recognise and
are appreciative of the pivotal role
and influence played by Bailiff
Grand Prior, Professor Gaston
Tonna-Barthet MBE GCSJ CMSJ KSS
DAF, in instigating the introduction
and establishment of the Order
in Australia and of his friendship
and association with Bailiff Grand
Prior Major Roland Podesta who
was innovative in the constructive
establishment, supervision, and
guidance of the Order during its
early infancy. @

HE Bailiff Emeritus René Tonna-Barthet

The name Tonna-Barthet, and
the enthusiasm for the Order
which accompanies it, carries
through from Professor Gaston
to the next generation in his son
who, after serving for 55 years,
is now HE Bailiff Emeritus René
Tonna-Barthet GCSJ GCMSJ
CMSJ and Bar MMSJ, Grand
Conservator (ret.) Sovereign
Order of St John.
As Conventual Bailiff (Grand
Councillor), he attended the first
Petit Conseil Meeting to be held
on Australian territory, which
was held in Melbourne on 27th
April, 1993.
He writes: “I still remember
with what pride he held
Australia, and especially Major
Podesta, who was a close friend
of his. And how glad my father
was when Podesta announced
that he had managed to invest as
knight, President Marcos, (years
before his fall), indeed the pride
and love I also have for your
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Order down under, is a direct
result of my father´s interest.”
Bailiff René has studied much
of the history of the Order and
from an encyclopaedia-like mind
has produced many articles for
the Sovereign Order of St John
Newsletters, some of which he has
generously given permission for
reproduction in the Bulletin. @

Vale
VALE CHEVALIER DR DONALD
LEINSTER-MACKAY KCSJ
Donald Leinster-Mackay joined the
Order of Saint John of Jerusalem
Knights Hospitaller in Western
Australia in 2008. He was a noted
educationalist and author of many
books on the subject, particularly of
Preparatory to Secondary levels of
education.
The Leinster-Mackays were
very active in the Order; Donald’s
wife, Dame Dr Maree LeinsterMackay, becoming the Commander
of Western Australia and he
becoming the Deputy Commander.
They steered the Commandery
through troublesome times,
then resigned and left to take up
residence in Malta, a place they
loved, and closer to their families
in the UK.
They were great friends with the
Members of the Order in the East,
regularly travelling over for major
events. They assisted considerably
with Western Australian Members
to organise the very first Pilgrimage
to Malta to be undertaken by the
WA Commandery in October 2017.
Donald Leinster-Mackay passed
away in February this year and
his funeral service was held in the
Church of Santa Margerita on 8th
March. As Prior Jamie Edwards
said: “He will be remembered by
those of us who knew him with
fondness and respect”. @
Photo: Donald Leinster-Mackay,
Maree Leinster Mackay, and David
Rees at a Queensland Priory
function. Prior George Kearney is in
the background.
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PRIORY OF VICTORIA

CHURCH PARADE

Priory of Victoria Church Parade

On Sunday, 3rd March 2019 members
of the Priory of Victoria assembled at
St Paul’s Cathedral, Melbourne, for a
Church Parade at 10-30am. The service
was conducted by the Dean of the
Cathedra, the Very Reverend Dr Andreas

Loewe, who preached the sermon,
and the first lesson was read by
Chevalier Peter Davidson KSJ.
After the service the Knights,
Dames, and their guests joined for
lunch at the RACV Club. @

Images, above, left to right:
Stella Conlon and Prior HE Bailiff Martin
Conlon
Bess Lewis and Chevalier Peter Lewis

Inset: Chevalier Russell Male KCSJ
GCStS and Dianne Male
Dame Susan Michalanney DSJ and
Chevalier Graham Michalanney KCSJ

Assembled for the service: The Dean of St Paul’s Cathedral
with the Prior of Victoria, centre.
Images courtesy Stella Conlon
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BRISBANE COMMANDERY

RECITAL AND DINNER

LEITH ROBINSON SSSJ

Delightful recital puts
food in the Pantry

Above: Delighting a receptive audience at the Queensland Club, opera singer
Peta Blyth OAM, accompanied by pianist John Woods

On Saturday 13 April the Brisbane
Commandery held a night of fine
dining and entertainment at their
annual Formal Fund Raising
Dinner at the Queensland Club.
Beneficiary of the Dinner was the
Trinity Welfare Pantry.
Sixty-five guests enjoyed a very
convivial evening enhanced by
the elegance of the Club, which
provided a perfect atmosphere
for the event.

After a welcome from Chevalier
Commander Ric Barton KSJ, Grace
was then said by Chevalier The
Reverend Dr. David Pitman AM
GCHSJ. Rev Susan Barker of the
Holy Trinity Anglican Church
Fortitude Valley then spoke on
behalf of the Trinity Welfare
Pantry outlining the outstanding
work and assistance given to
the less fortunate people in the
Valley area. She thanked the

Commandery for its invaluable
ongoing support.
Guests were then treated
to a recital by the celebrated
Opera Singer, Ms Peta Blyth
OAM, accompanied by pianist
John Woods. Peta has performed
in many leading roles with the
Australian Opera. She delighted
the guests with entertaining
selections from opera, light opera
and musicals including light opera
Ebben n’andro lontana from La
Wally by Catalani, Summertime
by George Gershwin, So in Love
by Cole Porter from Kiss me Kate,
Franz Lehar’s Meine Lippen sie
kussen so heiss and I could have
danced all night from Lerner
and Lowe’s My Fair Lady. Their
contribution was gratefully
appreciated.
As well, as the major raffle
prize of a week in a luxury
penthouse at Noosa, donated by
Chevalier Ian Hanger QC AM KCSJ,
there were many other raffle
prizes donated including a twonights’ stay at the Bellthorpe
Stays Retreat. The proceeds from
the Dinner, the various raffles,
and generous donations raised
$21,200. Our heartfelt thanks
go to Dame Leanne O’Shea and
Chevalier Ian Airey OAM and
their helpers for coordinating a
very entertaining and memorable
evening. @

Chevalier Antony James Love Honoured

CHEVALIER ANTONY JAMES LOVE OAM

KSJ was awarded the Medal of the Order
of Australia (OAM) in the Australia Day
Honours in January 2019: “For service to
the community”. His award was not noted
in the Bulletin at the time.
Chevalier Tony has had a distinguished
career as a Real Estate Agent, Auctioneer,
and Company Director. At various times he
has been Deputy Chairman of Ask Funding
Ltd, Deputy Chairman of the Bank of
JUNE 2019

Queensland Ltd, Director of Adtrans
Group Ltd, Director of McGees National
Property Consultants, and Director of the
Geriatric Medical Foundation of Queensland
Ltd. He has served as President of the Royal
Automobile Club of Queensland (and is a
Life Member), President of The Australian
Automobile Association, President of the
Brisbane Club, as a Commodore of the Royal
Queensland Yacht Squadron, and charitable
positions in the community. @
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PRIORY OF THE DARLING DOWNS

A COUNTRY WELCOME

Priory showcasing the best of the
country to welcome overseas guests
On Sunday 7th July 2019, the Priory
of The Darling Downs will host a
casual barbeque lunch to welcome
the visiting guests of the Sovereign
Order of Saint John of Jerusalem,
Knights Hospitaller: The Grand
Master HMEH William Stein GCSJ
MMSJ from San Francisco, The
Grand Commander, HE Conventual
Bailiff Ian Reid GCSJ MMSJ & Bar
from Vancouver, and The Grand
Hospitaller, H E Conventual Bailiff
May Storrie CBE GCSJ MMSJ from
Glascow.

The Priory invites all
Members of the Order to
join them in this very
special country welcome to
our overseas visitors.
The luncheon to be held at
Preston Peak Winery commencing
at 11.30am will feature canapes of
kangaroo loin served with a spiced
chutney and roasted macadamia
nuts, Mooloolaba prawn skewers
with a chilli and lime salt and fresh
Moreton Bay bugs with cocktail

sauce and fresh lemon. The main
course will be an Australian
themed gourmet barbeque served
at the table, followed by Preston
Peaks chocolate and hazelnut
Indulgence dessert. Drinks of
champagne, white and red wine,
beer and soft drinks will be
included. The all inclusive cost is
$100 per person.
All members of the Order of
Saint John are welcome to attend
this opportunity to meet our
overseas visitors. RSVP below. @
Welcome to
The Grand Master

HMEH William Stein GCSJ MMSJ
The Grand Commander HE Conventual
Bailiff Ian Reid GCSJ MMSJ & Bar
The Grand Hospitaller H E Conventual
Bailiff May Storrie CBE GCSJ MMSJ
of the Sovereign Order of Saint John of
Jerusalem, Knights Hospitaller
Sunday 7th July, 2019
commencing at 11.30am
at
Preston Peak Winery, 430 Preston
Boundary Road, Preston
(eight minutes south of Toowoomba)
$100 per person.
Dress: smart casual with neck jewels.
RSVP before 24th June 2019

Please reply to:
Chevalier Bill Barrett,
Darling Downs Priory, Order of St John,
11 Panorama Crescent,
Prince Henry Heights Q 4350

Names: _________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

Dietary Requirements (please name
affected guest & food): ___________________________

_____________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

Payment: $100 p.p. cheque or electronic
transfer (OSJ Toowoomba, BSB: 638 070
Account number: 003430731).
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