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Web signing-on
The Sign-Up page comes up at 
the beginning of the Members’ 
Domain. Enter your email 
address as given in the Roll of 
Honour and create a password 
which you will use from then on 
to log in.  @

COVID 19 is the main topic of 
thinking and talking, medical, 
political and social, all up and down 
the East Coast of Australia, where 
all too rapidly our earlier sense 
of security has been shattered. 
Hopefully by the time this goes to 
print the lockdowns will be behind 
us, though expectedly never too far 
away. 

We continue to praise those 
who put themselves at risk to help 
others; we gasp at the senseless 
selfishness and irresponsibility of a 
too-large component of our society. 
We say we are a rational society, 
yet how can so many, from simple 
family groups to owners of $20M 
yachts, refuse vaccination, or try 

to jump closed borders? Where has 
our society gone wrong that leads 
to the nurturing of such attitudes? 
That is something to ponder, 
though not for this editorial.

What we can do is to ponder 
our motto, pro fide pro utilitate 
hominum, and how it can help us 
ride out this pandemic, and even 
influence others.  We are very good 
at the service to humanity with 
our fundraising and charitable 
attitudes to those less fortunate 
than ourselves. 

In the common round of our 
daily lives, perhaps we do not 
worry too much about pro fide, 
for faith, especially our own faith. 
In these times of uncertainty, 

confusion, and wonderment, we 
find that our everyday faiths, in 
Government, in our work, in media, 
in our societies, clubs, sports, and 
friendships, are not working so 
well. We need to look deeper. We 
are members of a Christian Order, 
so there should be no pretence that 
we cannot do this. 

For a start, the eight points of 
our Amalfi, or Malta, Cross help us 
by reminding us of the Beatitudes. 
Hopefully, pandemic allowing, next 
month there will be celebrations of 
the lifting of the Siege of Malta in 
1565, a religious service followed 
by a social lunch in most cases. 
Let us have more enthusiasm 
from more members to attend the 
religious service, with a flow-on to 
the social event. 

As the year races on to its 
fulfillment, we will soon need 
to think about nominating 
new members for 2022. In this 
Bulletin there are reports of three 
significant Members who have 
departed this life. Such losses have 
to be replenished by bringing in 
new, younger Members. Priors will 
be reminding their Members that 
this has to be done, and we will be 
asked to put on our thinking caps 
and submit some names. We can 
start now.  @ 

Cover: The Processional 
Cross of the Priory, carried by 
Chevalier Professor Emeritis 
Dr Russell Strong AC CMG PJN 
RFD KSJ, followed by the Deputy 
Commander of the Gold Coast, 
Chevalier Steven Goakes KCSJ.
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H.E. BAILIFF GRAND HOSPITALLER MAY STORRIE CBE GCSJ MMSJ 

SOVEREIGN ORDER HONOURED

Situated on George Square opposite 
the City Chambers, The Merchants 
House of Glasgow is one of the 
oldest and most important bodies 
in the City. 

It was already a long established 
Institution, when in 1605 it first 
received a written Constitution. 
This was the Letter of Guildry 
which still forms the basic 
constitution of the Merchants 
House today.

The Lord Dean of Guild is 
Glasgow’s second citizen after 
the Lord Provost, who is the first 
citizen. The Lord Dean chairs a 
board of 36 Trustees/Directors 
who serve for a maximum term of 
nine years. I was honoured on the 
18th May 2021 to be elected as the 
first female Lord Dean of Guild in 
over 400 years.

The early history of the House 
is closely linked with that of civic 
government and over the centuries 
the House has always been 
connected with the Local Authority, 
the Dean of Guild being ex officio, a 

then City of Glasgow District 
Council invited the Lord Dean to 
attend meetings of the Council in 
an honorary non-voting capacity, 
which they do regularly, thus 
keeping the House in touch with 
civic affairs.

Since inception, The Merchants 
House, due to the extreme 
generosity of a number of 
benefactors, has supported a 
large number of charities within 
the City of Glasgow and environs, 
its mission to work towards the 
eradication of poverty.   

Over the past five years, the 
Merchants House has supported 
a number of charities with £1.5 
million, including beneficiaries, 
who are mainly descendants of 
members of the Merchants House.

HE Bailiff Grand Hospitaller  
May Storrie CBE GCSJ MMSJ, 
Lord Dean of Guild    @ 

Senior SOSJ member elected 
as Lord Dean of Guild Glasgow

HE Bailiff May Storrie CBE 
GCSJ MMSJ is a friend and no 
stranger to the Order of Saint 
John in Australia. 

She was one of the 
three senior officers of the 
Sovereign Order who visited 
Australia in 2019 and took 
part in Investitures and other 
functions in Queensland and 
Victoria.

In May this year she was 
elected as the Lord Dean of 
Guild in Glasgow, the first 
female in that office in over 400 
years of the history of the Guild. 
In the following article she tells 
us more about it.

member of the Town Council until 
the 16th May, 1975. 

Although the 1973 Act abolished 
all non-elected posts, the part 
played by the Lord Dean and the 
House in the governance of the 
City of Glasgow over the centuries 
has been recognised in that the 

The Brisbane 
Commandery  

presents a cheque to 
Holy Trinity Church, 
Fortitude Valley, for 

the Parish Pantry.  
The presentation  

was made possible 
by an anonymous 

donation.
From left: Fr Rodney 

Wolff, Dame Dr Kay 
Lane and Dame 

Commander Leanne 
O’Shea.
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What might it mean for us 
for our lives to be such which 
consistently point – against our 
natural tendency at times to focus 
primarily on ourselves – away 
from ourselves and toward another 
beyond ourselves; to take the 
focus off me – again, the natural 
inclination for most of us - and onto 
another? 

In the case of John the Baptist, 
the Baptiser, his context was 
a prophetic tradition, which 
emerged around the time of Jesus, 
of prophets calling the nation of 
Israel to repentance, to a turning 
back to God, and to a renewal of 
their covenantal life with that God, 
often through a process of ritual 
washings or "baptisms". 

The church, then and now, saw 
and sees the ministry of John as 
pointing away from itself and 
primarily, if indeed not solely, of 
pointing instead towards Christ’s 
coming and his ministry. 

For the Church, from its 
beginning, the meaning of John 
the Baptist’s life and ministry 
had meaning authentically only 
to the extent that it prepared the 
way for the coming of the Christ, 
the Anointed One of God, and 
the particular message, the good 
news, which the latter brought. To 
sacrifice the sense and the meaning 
of your own life for that of another 
– to see your own life and your own 
message (we all have something 
that we want to say) only in terms 

of another - is an act of faithfulness 
and selflessness beyond measure; 
indeed, in religious terms, it is the 
greatest fulfilment of self to point 
to another. We know, too, in the 
case of John, that there was initially 
some tension between his disciples 
and those of Jesus (Luke 7.18ff.), 
especially when some left his side 
to follow Jesus (John 1.35f.). But 
this in time also settled as it was 
recognised who Jesus and John 
were, respectively, in the divine 
scheme of things.

In the ancient Greek world – and 
in the Churches influenced by it – 
an icon (or image) played the role of 
pointing past itself, towards some 
thing or someone else greater, more 
significant, and of more value than 
itself; maybe to point towards some 
truth that words or even images 
simply could not fully convey. 
Icons had no real, lasting value, in 
and of themselves, but only to the 
extent that they pointed to that 
other, to that other fuller truth. To 
describe someone or something as 
iconic is actually to say that that 
person or thing actually represents 
something greater than himself, 
herself, or itself; the icon may be 
a person or an image or a set of 
words but that to which it points is 
something far greater and of more 
value.

The early great confessional 
creeds of the church themselves 
– the Apostles’, the Nicene, and 
the Athanasian, for example, to 

name the best known - were only 
themselves icons which pointed 
beyond the mere words found in 
them, words which were used to 
suggest some religious truth, and 
on to that person about whom 
these words – imperfect as they 
were – spoke. Even the scriptures 
themselves, though some may 
disagree here, and foundational 
as they are to our faith (but not its 
ultimate source, for that is Christ 
himself), and unique as they are, 
have real and authentic value only 
to that extent to which they, too, 
point to the One, to the Christ, the 
Messiah, the Anointed of God, who 
was to come, who did come, and 
who will come again…

The prophet Isaiah speaks of 
the seraphs (the highest rank, 
for Christians, of the angels) 
praising God as Holy, holy, holy, 
the Lord God of hosts and of the 
Lord himself asking: whom shall I 
send, who will go for us? In Luke’s 
Gospel it is said that the baby John 
(the Baptist), once given his name 
(the name itself means ‘God is 
gracious’), opened his mouth and 
began to speak, like the seraphs in 
heaven above, praising God. Those 
who heard him were amazed, it is 

Allocution at the 2021 
Investiture in Brisbane 

CHEVALIER THE REVEREND DR DAVID MACKAY-RANKIN KSJ

Readings: Isaiah 6. 1-8; 1 Corinthians 13; Luke 1. 57-66, 80
Theme: John the Baptist as Icon
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. AMEN.

continued next page 



AUGUST 2021 5

said,…and indeed afraid , for the 
challenge of this to who and what 
and how they saw themselves was 
massive….Those who heard him, 
and later heard of him, asked, 
"What shall this child become? 
For the hand of the Lord is upon 
him". And later, Luke says that John 
grew and became strong in spirit 
and was then in the wilderness, 
being prepared for his crucial but 
subordinate role in God’s plan. 
From the beginning of his life, John, 
as icon, pointed to another, to the 
Christ. It is what his life was about.

And people of faith, disciples 
of the Christ, today as then, must 
likewise, like John our blessed 
Patron, be icons through whom 
people might see the Christ for who 
and for what he is for humanity 
and for the creation, and who must 
point away from themselves and on 
to him alone. 

For that is what John, herald, 
forerunner, and messenger, and 
prophet, had done and continues, in 
the telling of the story, to do to this 
day. 

Blessed be his name for the sake 
of Christ. In the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit

AMEN.  @

CHEVALIERS DEREK MURPHY KCSJ & RAYMOND JAMES KCSJ

St John the Baptist was an ascetic  
Jewish Prophet known in Christ- 
ianity as the forerunner of Jesus. 
John preached about God’s final 
judgement and baptised many 
Gentiles and others to repent of  

their sins in order to become sinless 
and to be a part of the New Order. 

Many other religious groups and 
organisations have adopted John as 
their patron through representing 
the sick and the poor. I will speak 
about his life and death according 
to the disclosures given in our 
Christian Holy Bible.

When Herod the Great was king 
of Judea, there was a priest called 
Zechariah whose wife Elizabeth 
was childless. They were both 
old. One day when Zechariah was 
burning incense in the temple, an 
angel appeared to him and told him 
that Elizabeth would have a son and 
that he must name him John. The 
messenger from God was Gabriel, 
who was sent to tell Zechariah the 
good news.

When her son was born, they 
were going to call him Zechariah 
after his father, but Elizabeth said: 
“No, his name is John.” No one in 
their family had ever been named 
John so they motioned to Zechariah 
to tell them what name he wanted. 
On a writing tablet, he wrote, “His 
name is John”....

John wore clothes made of 
camel hair with a leather strap 
round his waist and that he ate 
grasshoppers and wild honey. This 
attire proclaimed that he was a 
Prophet in the Old Testament sense. 
In St Luke’s Gospel, we learn more 
of the work of John, the Forerunner. 
He was asked by the crowd: “What 
should we do?”

John told them: “If you have two 

coats, give one to someone who 
doesn’t have any. If you have food, 
share it with someone else.” 

The Order of Saint John of 
Jerusalem, Knights Hospitaller, 
is indeed most fortunate to have 
as its Patron Saint such a worthy 
man. Today we commemorate and 
honour his life and ministry as we 
recall his role as the Forerunner, 
the one who points to Jesus Christ, 
the Messiah. John is revered 
as a major religious figure in 
Christianity, and is also recognised 
in other faiths and organisations. 

There is some commonality 
between the role of St John the 
Baptist in the first century and 
the objectives of those of us who 
belong to the Order founded in his 
name in the 11th century, the oldest 
surviving international Christian 
Order of Chivalry. St John came 
to prepare the way of the Lord, 
preaching forgiveness for those 
who repented and turned back to 
God. We, as Knights and Dames of 
our ancient Order, are encouraged 
to be true servants of Christ – 
especially towards the sick and the 
poor, the first qualification of a true 
Knight or Dame,

And so to-day, as we celebrate 
the life and times of our Patron 
Saint, St John the Baptist, John of 
Jerusalem, I recall the motto of our 
Order:

Pro Fide, Pro Utilitate Hominum  
which means For Faith, and for 
Service to Humanity.
God bless our Order Hospitaller.  @

Excerpts from the homily 
on St John the Baptist
Prepared by Chevaliers Derek Murphy KCSJ and Raymond James 
KCSJ and delivered by Chevalier Ray James at the Queensland 
Priory Church Parade on Saturday 12th June.

continued from page 
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Two Priories welcome 12 new 
members at 2021 investiture 
The Queensland and 
Sunshine Coast Priories 
were pleased to welcome 
their new Members at the 
2021 Investiture, held on 11 
June in the Albert St Uniting 
Church, Brisbane.

In the lead up to the event, 
both Brisbane Commandery and 
the Sunshine Coast Priory held a 
Welcome Night for New Members, 
combining it with a Vigil. On 26 
May Brisbane Commandery held 
theirs, for the first time, in St John’s 
Cathedral. It was fortunate that 
COVID-19 stayed away for just long 
enough, though it did have an effect 
on attendance numbers.

New Members for Brisbane are: 
Dames Dr Yvonne Burns AO, Elaine 
Unkles OAM, and Elaine Rae, with 
Trina Hockley AM from the Gold 
Coast, and Chevaliers Craig Ray,  
Owen West, and Dr Jim Griffin.

New Members for the Sunshine 
Coast Priory are: Dames Michele 
Gusman and Alison Ray, and 
Chevaliers John Kleinschmidt, 
Alistair Lavery, and Andrew 
Wallace MP.

Ceremonial fanfares were 
played by Full Spectrum Brass, 
the organist was Chevalier Greg 
Hartay-Szabo KSJ, who is the 
resident organist of Albert Street 
Church, and Sir Hubert Parry’s 
Coronation Anthem “I was glad” 
was sung by the thirty two voice 
Choir of St John, with organ 
and brass, conducted by Prior 
Charles Clark. Chevalier Michael 
Bloyce KCSJ came all the way 
from Adelaide, South Australia, 

to be the Cantor. The Allocution 
was delivered by Chevalier the 
Reverend Dr David Mackay-Rankin.

Grand Prior Victor Feros 
invested the new members, who 
were presented with Bibles and 
Insignia and clad in their new 
robes. He warmly welcomed 
them to the Order. It was indeed 
a solemn, yet stirring, welcome to 
New Members, and Marshal Vice-
Prior Andrew McBryde is to be 
congratulated on its organisation.

"I was Glad" – The Choir of St John, with cantor Chevalier Michael Bloyce and conductor Prior Charles 
Clark, celebrating the Queensland and Sunshine Coast Priories’ combined Investiture, 11 June, 2021.

ACCOLADE  WITH GLOVED HAND ACCOLADE WITH SWORD
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 INVESTITURE 2021

The Banquet after the ceremony 
was held at the nearby Pullman 
Hotel where all enjoyed the 
delicious meal and fellowship. The 
Grand Prior delivered Certificates 
of Investiture to the new Knights 
and Dames, and announced and 
presented Certificates of Promotion 
to many of the Order.

A warm welcome is extended to 
all New Members, looking forward 
to seeing them participating in 
future events and activities.  @ 
The new investees, from left to right: Dame Elaine Rae DSJ, Dame Alison Ray DSJ, Chevalier Owen West KSJ, Dame Elaine 
Unkles DSJ, Dame Associate Professor Yvonne Ruth Burns AO DSJ, Dame Trina Hockley DSJ, centre Grand Prior Victor Feros OAM 
GCSJ CMSJ MSSJ, Chevalier Dr. Jim Griffin KSJ, Dame Michele Gusman DSJ, Chevalier Andrew Wallace MP KSJ, Chevalier John 
Kevin Kleinschmidt KSJ, Chevalier Alistair Lavery KSJ, Chevalier Craig Ray KSJ.                 Images by Chevalier Philip Andrews

AUGUST 2021 7

At the banquet: A happy group from the Sunshine Coast Priory with pre-dinner 
drinks, at right, Dames Bette Tipper and Lucy Cradduck. Images courtesy Jenny Cant



8 THE BULLETIN

PRIORY OF QUEENSLAND INVESTEES 

Dame Associate Professor 
Yvonne Ruth Burns AO DSJ 
grew up, trained, and worked as 
a Physiotherapist in Victoria. She 
moved to Brisbane to specialise in 
paediatrics and treatment of people 
with disability. 

After a scholarship to study 
treatment and diagnosis of cerebral 
palsy overseas, Yvonne joined the 
University of Queensland where she 
completed a MPhty and PhD and 
was Head of Physiotherapy for 11 
years. In 2020 she was awarded a 
University Fellowship.  She is a Life 
member of CPL and an Honoured 
Member of the Australian Physio-
therapy Association. Yvonne cofoun-  
ded the Growth and Development 
preterm infant follow-up research 
clinic at the Mater Hospital.  

Arriving in Brisbane in 1964 
she became active in the Methodist 
later Uniting Church supporting 
chaplaincies in hospitals and 
serving as a long time member 
and Chair of Ecumenical Tertiary 
Chaplaincy Committee.  She served 
as Lifeline telephone counsellor for 
nine years, chaired Uniting Church 
Community Services Commission 
Queensland, served as a member 
and chair of the Aged Care Board of 
Albert St Uniting Church. In 2004 
Yvonne was awarded an AO for her 
services to Paediatric Physiotherapy 
and the community.

Chevalier Dr. Jim Griffin KSJ. 
After graduation with honours in 
Medicine from UQ in 1971, Jim has 
enjoyed a diverse career. Firstly, in 
administration, with appointments 
including Medical Director posts at 
hospitals including Mackay Base, 
commissioning of the new Queen 
Elizabeth 11 Jubilee for the 1982 
Brisbane Commonwealth Games, 
and the Brisbane Mater Adults, 
Mothers and Children’s Hospitals.

Assignments included overseas 
medical recruitment campaigns. 
Governing body appointments 
included the Queensland Institute 
of Medical Research, UQ Medical 
Faculty Board, the Queensland 
Radiation Advisory Council. After 
entering General Practice, he served 
on the Qld GP College Board for 12 
years and on various Government 
Committees for health service 
improvement. 

Before retiring in 2019 he 
was a clinical editor for an online 
resource for health professionals, 
called Health Pathways. Jim was a 
member of two Rotary Clubs, was 
an announcer on Brisbane’s 4MBS 
Classic FM radio station for 41 years, 
and promotes their radio network, 
Silver Memories, installed in over 
200 Australian Aged Care Facilities 
to improve the lives of those in 
social isolation. Jim is married to 
Suzanne, and has four children.

Dame Trina Hockley AM DSJ
Trina is a well respected business 
owner of the L & M Group of 
Companies and an experienced, 
qualified non-executive director 
with a background in training, 
education, sport, employment, retail, 
and governance (BHMS, GMQ,FAICD 
JP (Qual)). Recently, Trina was 
honoured with her appointment as 
a member of the Order of Australia 
(AM) in the Australia Day Honours 
List in 2020.

Trina’s has business interests 
in the Gold and Sunshine Coasts 
and Wollongong. Highly sought 
after for both her business and 
governance acumen, she is on the 
board of TAFE Qld, past Chair and 
Fellow of the Australian Institute 
of Company Directors (AICD) Gold 
Coast committee. She is also Chair 
of Arcadia College, Ohana for Youth  
and the Spot Academy. Trina  sits 
on the board of The Gold Coast 
Sporting Hall of Fame, and Sports 
Gold Coast. She co-founded Women 
in Power to mentor other women 
and is a member of Queensland 
Government’s Mentoring for Growth.

Trina’s volunteering has seen 
accolades as an Outstanding 
Volunteer to the Indigenous Comm-  
unity and has received a 20 year 
Leadership Award from the City of 
Gold Coast. She is an avid advocate 
for youth education.
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 2021

Dame Elaine Rae DSJ was born 
in Brisbane, and trained as a 
secondary teacher, majoring in 
Mathematics and English. She was 
a Christian Education worker and 
introduced ecumenical Religious 
Education in the Stafford-Everton 
Park area and ran youth camps. 

During their early married life 
Elaine and John were involved in 
the Action for World Development 
program. They raised their own 
four children, fostered others, 
and became parents to tragically 
orphaned close family. While the 
children were small, Elaine volun-
teered as President of the local 
kindergarten and taught Religious 
Education.

After post graduate study in IT, 
Elaine became Head of Information 
Technology at Moreton Bay College. 
Moving into school administration 
and established the Senior School 
at Calvary Christian College, the 
Secondary Campus and Senior 
School at Forest Lake College, and 
the Senior school at the Springfield 
College, concluding her campus 
involvement as Acting Principal

Elaine holds a Masters Degree 
of School Management and is a 
Graduate of the Australian Institute 
of Company Directors. Today, she 
serves on the Board of Wesley 
Mission Queensland, and is a 
Director on a school Board.

Dame Elaine Unkles OAM DSJ 
grew up in Bundaberg and attended 
the University of Queensland to 
complete a degree in physiotherapy. 
She has degrees in Education and in 
Business (Health Administration). 
From 1968 she spent four years 
working as a physiotherapist at 
the Christian Medical College in 
Ludhiana, Punjab, India. 

On her return to Brisbane in 
1972, she worked as a Lecturer 
at UQ before returning overseas 
in 1977.  This time she spent six 
months as part of a medical aid 
team in Lebanon and four years 
as a Senior Lecturer at the Ulster 
Polytechnic, Belfast, in the School 
of Physiotherapy. In 1984 she 
was appointed as the Director of 
Physiotherapy at Royal Brisbane 
Hospital, retiring in 2011. 

She was the first allied health 
professional in Australia to become 
a Fellow of the Australian College 
of Health Service Executives in 
1993.  Elaine has been associated 
with Wesley Mission Queensland 
since 1995 and was Chair of Council 
for ten years.  She is continuing to 
serve on the Council and Board and 
multiple committees of the Mission.  
She was awarded an OAM in 2007 
for service to physiotherapy and 
health administration, and to the 
community through Wesley Mission 
Brisbane.

Albert Craig Ray KSJ was born 
in Atherton and grew up with 
interests in local history and the 
outdoors. He became involved with 
the local Scout group and achieved 
a Queen Scout Award.  

Craig entered law school and 
graduated with a Bachelor of Laws 
(Honors) and a Graduate Diploma 
in Legal Practise. He was admitted 
as a solicitor in 1983, aged 21, and 
commenced practicing at H Miliner 
& Garde which later merged with 
Morris, Fletcher and Cross prior to 
opening his own practice at The Gap 
in 1989, where he has remained for 
the past 32 years.

Craig is involved with his local 
Anglican Parish, holding roles 
as Treasurer, Warden and Synod 
Representative. He is involved in 
various not-for-profit organisations, 
including Executive Director of the 
Brisbane Gang Show, President of 
Scouts Queensland for six years, 
Chair of the Scouts Australia 
Governance Committee, Member of 
the National Executive Committee 
of Scouts Australia, the President of 
Kidsafe Queensland, the President 
of the Child Accident Prevention 
Foundation of Australia, as well as 
being the President of Shed Happens 
for Ashgrove/The Gap, and is a 
Trustee of the LNP.

He is married to Jenny; together 
they have three adult children.
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Queensland continued PRIORY OF THE SUNSHINE COAST 

Chevalier Owen West KSJ grew 
up in Brisbane, attended the 
University of Queensland, and 
completed degrees in Science 
(Geology) and Commerce. Later, he 
studied in the UK under a British 
Council Scholarship. He worked in 
the mining industry, in financial 
and commercial analysis of new 
developments, then later in senior 
purchasing roles for groups of mines 
and operations. He and his wife 
Deb particularly enjoyed six years 
raising their family in Mount Isa.

Owen then worked in the 
utilities industry, before managing 
companies providing services to 
the construction, rail, utilities and 
mining industries. This work saw 
him managing businesses in the 
UK, across Asia Pacific, and also on 
the management executive of a US 
corporation. He also worked for 
local government, and now in almost 
full retirement provides some 
limited part-time services to several 
local councils in Queensland.   

Owen has been very active in 
Rotary, being a member of Rotary 
clubs in Mount Isa and Brisbane, 
and in Oxford, UK. He was also a 
Board member of a not-for-profit 
organisation in Brisbane, providing 
services to the sick, the poor, and 
the homeless, and volunteers with 
the UQ Alumni Friends Book Group, 
and with Volunteer Marine Rescue.  

Chevalier John Kevin 
Kleinschmidt KSJ was raised 
in Rosewood and Ipswich, 
Queensland, and was indentured 
as an apprentice plumber. John 
completed his apprenticeship and 
gained a Diploma in Public Health 
Inspection from the Royal Society of 
Health before being conscripted into 
the Australian Army for two years 
National Service in 1967, which 
included a tour of duty in Vietnam. 

John worked as a Health and 
Building Inspector in Inglewood 
in 1969, moving to Gatton and the 
Sunshine Coast in various roles 
including, Health, Environment and 
Community Services. John left Local 
Government in 1999 to start a waste 
management services business, 
from which he retired in 2015. 

John married Vonda Seib in 
1969, with a daughter, Carlie, and 
two boys, Michael and David being 
born in Gatton. Between them, they 
have provided 11 grandchildren. 
Vonda passed away early in 2019. 
John is a Life Member of Apex, a Life 
Fellow of the Australian Institute of 
Environmental Health and has been 
a Justice of the Peace since 1976.

John has been involved with 
many community organisations 
including involvement as a Member 
of the Buderim Foundation and 
is active with the Justices in The 
Community Program in Buderim. 

Michele Gusman DSJ graduated 
from QUT in the mid-90s with a 
Bachelor of Business (Accountancy) 
with Distinction and a Bachelor 
of Laws. During her final year at 
university, she was employed  with 
KPMG where she worked in the 
Insolvency and Reconstruction 
Team, before moving into commerce 
as a financial accountant and 
eventually into business project 
management, completing her CPA 
studies concurrently.  

Michele’s experience as a project 
manager put her in demand for 
similar roles in both Australia and 
Europe where she managed large-
scale business and compliance proj-  
ects for national corporates such 
as Boral, Suncorp and Energex, and 
multinational projects based at the 
global headquarters for Vodafone 
and Glaxo Smith Kline in the UK.  

Music had always played a 
special part in her life, albeit pushed 
to the background due to career 
responsibilities, and eventually, 
Michele decided to take a career 
break and indulge in her passion 
full time.  As well as maintaining 
an active and busy role as Chair of 
the Sunshine Coast Branch of CPA 
Australia, and volunteering with 
Wishlist and Visit Sunshine Coast, 
Michele is the manager and lead 
singer of Sunshine Coast-based jazz 
and blues band, Girl Friday.
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 INVESTITURE 2021

Chevalier Andrew Wallace MP 
KSJ. The son of a motor mechanic, 
Andrew began his working life as 
an apprentice carpenter and joiner. 
After completing his apprenticeship, 
Andrew became a builder and 
started his own business, and 
then, in his late twenties, and with 
three young children, completed 
a law degree at the Queensland 
University of Technology, becoming 
a construction barrister. He had his 
own practice for 16 years, with his 
office in Maroochydore. 

Andrew was elected the Federal 
Member for Fisher in 2016. Since 
his election he has focussed on, 
among other projects, delivering 
the infrastructure the Sunshine 
Coast needs, on eating disorders 
and mental health, on the NDIS, 
eSafety and cyber-bullying, and on 
helping to diversify the Sunshine 
Coast economy. He is the Chair of 
Parliamentary Committees for 
Corporations and Financial Services, 
Social Policy and Legal Affairs, and 
Defence.

Andrew has served as a former 
President of the Sunshine Coast 
Children’s Therapy Centre, and 
has been an active member of the 
Alexandra Headland Surf Life Saving 
Club and remains a Patrol Captain. 
Andrew lives on the Sunshine 
Coast with his wife Leonie and the 
youngest of his four daughters.  @

Dame Alison Ray DSJ grew up in 
the Central Highlands of Queensland 
and continued to live in Emerald 
with her husband, Terry.  For 23 
years she owned the Emerald 
Boarding Kennels and Cattery, and 
then moved on to open their home 
as a Bed and Breakfast enterprise.   

In 2002, after visiting and 
working in Tanzania, Alison went 
to Zambia to meet her son’s sponsor 
child in a small village on the 
outskirts of Lusaka. She felt a strong 
calling to work in this area and 
returned to help as soon as possible.  
In 2006, she started volunteering in 
Zambia and by 2012, with a small 
group of friends, opened a school 
they called Our Rainbow House.  It 
has flourished, and is currently 
educating 90 students.

Although Covid-19 has created 
problems there, they have managed, 
thanks to their sponsors and 
supporters, to keep the little school 
going well, maintaining the staff, 
and keeping the families well 
nourished. While rightly proud of 
their achievements, they recognise 
it could not be done without the 
assistance of many friends, schools, 
clubs and organisations. They are 
proud to work with the Members of 
the Order of St. John of Jerusalem, 
Sunshine Coast, who have supported 
them for many years with medical 
costs for our students.

Chevalier Alistair Lavery KSJ was 
born in Geelong, Victoria, moved 
to Maroochydore on the Sunshine 
Coast when he was eight weeks old, 
and was educated in Maroochydore.

Because Alastair suffered 
migraine headaches as a child, his 
father took him to a Chiropractor. 
He left the visit no longer wanting 
to be a vet or chef, but knew chiro-  
practic was for him. He studied 
for Bachelor of Science with a 
sports science interest, then 
went to Macquarie University for 
chiropractor studies.

Until graduation, Australian 
Rules football was predominant. 
He played in premiership, and 
coached an under-19 team which 
each week included up to four local 
penitentiary boys.

On graduation, he worked in 
Tamworth and Terrigal, and then in 
Southern England. Upon returning 
to Australia twenty years ago, he 
set up his own practice in Buderim. 
He met his wife when she came 
to take publicity photos at his 
workplace. They have been married 
17 years and have three children. 

Chevalier Alistair says: “Family 
is what takes up most of my time 
today. Investing time in our loved 
ones is one of the greatest gifts 
we can give. I believe in life we are 
lucky to find what we love and to 
follow it whole-heartedly”. 
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PRIORY OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA 

Planning for two events to commemorate our Patron 
Saint were in final stages, when Covid restrictions 
and lock-downs put an end to us gathering anywhere, 
even in our Conventual Church. Thus, I am only really 
able to report on two sad occasions.  Sad, yes, but also 
meaningful, that, in the passing of two of our number 
we were able to clearly recognise and understand the 
outsanding value of these two, to the Priory of Western 
Australia, and, yes, the People of Western Australia at 
large.

The Priory in the West has lost two great human 
beings: Dame Lucette Aldous and Dame Judith Parker.

Lucette Aldous was internationally recognised as one 
of the finest ballerinas of the twentieth century, having 
danced all over the world, not only with with the Royal 
Ballet and The Australian Ballet, but home here with 
the West Australian Ballet, where she became a true 
mentor to the Company. Of course, we are left with a 
tangible memory of one of the highlights of her career 

when  she danced with Rudolf Nureyev and Sir Robert 
Helpman in Don Quixote. That this superb production 
of the ballet, here in Australia, was recorded and lives 
on film and DVD, leaves images of that great artist and 
her outstanding colleagues. 

But there was so much more in Lucette’s career 
and existence which has left an everlasting mark 
on ballet and on people from all walks of life. It was 
with her husband, the late Alan Alder, also a superb 
dancer, that they established the standards for dance 
within the Western Australian Academy of the Arts 
(at Edith Cowan University) for which that institution 
is now famous. Their daughter, Floeur, continues their 
tradition of excellence, especially in creating new 
works for the dance world. 

Lucette was honoured by Her Majesty with the 
appointment as Companion of the Order of Australia; 
and among her other accolades, she was created a 
Dame of the Order of St John of Jerusalem Knights 
Hospitaller.

This recognised her achievements in her art form, 
of course, but also, and very importantly, for the hard 
work she gave to fundraising for the homeless of our 
city. My introduction to the work of the Order in aiding 
the homeless began when Dame Lucette organised 
a very rare fund-raiser event in which Knights and 
Dames were taken backstage at Her Majesty’s Theatre 
and given a recital master class with the principal 
dancers of the WA Ballet – raising considerable funds 
and giving enormous pleasure. 

But there was so much more this busy and great 
dancer did for people. I once brought to her attention 
that there was a 15 year old boy who only ever wanted 
to dance; but who had just been diagnosed with a bone 
disease, which meant no dance career – his depression 
was deep and worrying to his parents and to me. 

I mentioned him, and his state of mind, to Lucette. 
Unhesitatingly, she asked to meet with that lad, and, 
subsequently, they talked together on many occasions.  
From those talks grew a trust, which ultimately 
resulted in him succeeding in a theatre career, which 
probably would never had happened if a great and 
compassionate ballerina had not taken the time to 
befriend a dispirited 15 year old and open his mind to 
many theatrical options.  

Dame Lucette Aldous AC – thank you for a life 
dedicated to your art, your colleagues, your friends, 
and your community.

Image courtesy The Australian

CHEVALIER ANTHONY HOWES KCSJ

Vale Dame Lucette Aldous 
AC D.Phil D'Litt (Hons) DSJ

A Priory reflects on 
two great women

In June this year, the world lost an artist 
who brought joy to millions and inspiration 
to the young and gifted; and gave love and 
care unstintingly to her friends. I was lucky 
to be a friend.

Dame Lucette Aldous
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 VALE TO TWO OUTSTANDING MEMBERS

Judith was born in Geelong, Victoria in 1941, the 
youngest of three surviving children of Amelia and 
Thomas Sinclair. The family moved to Canberra in 
the late 1940s and Judith thrived in the Canberra 
Girls Grammar environment, where the pupils were 
encouraged to follow their dreams and to look beyond 
the then, traditional, female roles. 

Marriage to George, following a blind date in 1961, 
remained strong and happy, growing to surround the 
arrival of their children, Meghan and Tim. Judith’s 
involvement in women’s rights began in 1962 when she 
joined the National Council of Women of Australia. In it 
Judith found a perfect fit, as it allowed her to persue her 
passion for the education of girls and women. 

Spanning nearly sixty years, Judith was National 
President from 2000-2003, and president of NCW WA 
from 2005-2007. In 2003, she arranged for the Triennial 
General Assembly of the International Council of Women 
to be held Perth. Women from 79 countries attended. 
During her time of leadership she was involved in 
organising 34 projects around the world to better the 
lives of women and girls. 

These projects included placing water tanks in 

villages along the Kokoda Trail in Papua–New Guinea; 
setting up computer classes for women in Macedonia; 
establishing a women’s collective in Kenya; and starting 
a sewing centre in India to provide meaningful work and 
income for poor, homeless widows.

Together with all this, some of the organisations in 
which she was involved included the United Nations 
Association of WA, and SCALES Legal Education Centre 
in Rockingham. Judith was heavily involved with WA 
Partners of Veterans, the Centre for Asylum Seekers, 
Refugees and Detainees, The Karrakatta Club, The 
Trefoil Guild and the Lucy Saw Centre; and more! 

The accolades in recognition of her humanitarian 
works are many, including being appointed a Member 
of the Order of Australia (AM) in 2004, and induction 
into the WA Women’s Hall of Fame in 201; and 
receiving a Peace Award from the United Nations 
Association of Australia.  Her investiture as a Dame of 
the Order of St John of Jerusalem Knights Hospitaller 
and subsequent elevation to Dame Commander, were 
especially treasured by Judith. 

In all this, it was the positive outcome of Dame 
Judith’s projects that gave her the greatest satisfaction, 
she once said: “I believe in the ripple effect…. The girls 
educated today will educate others tomorrow.” Dame 
Judith’s life ably demonstrates the words our Saviour 
spoke on the night of the Last Supper, for she truly 
exemplified his instruction to - “Love one another, as I 
have loved you.”  @ 

Written by Chevalier Anthony Howes KCSJ, 
from the context of the Eulogy spoken by 
Dame Judith’s son, Tim Parker, and daughter, 
Megan Bredhauer, at Judith’s Funeral,  
St George’s Cathedral, Perth, 6th May, 2021.

Vale Dame Judith Parker 
AM DCSJ

Chevalier The Reverend Father Kerry Costigan KCSJ, Conventual Chaplain and 
Sub-Prelate of the Darling Downs Priory, purchased and donated a framed 
print of a Murillo painting of Saint John the Baptist to the Priory. The painter, 
Bartolome Murillo (1617-82) is a well-recognised Spanish artist. 

Saint John the Baptist, the patron saint of the Order of Saint John, was highly 
commended by Jesus and met his death defending the value and permanence  
of marriage. The painting will be displayed at Priory meetings and will be 
placed on the altar at the Vigil service before the Investiture.  @

Darling Downs Chaplain donates 
painting of Saint John to the Priory

George and Judith Parker
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PRIORY OF VICTORIA NEWS

CHEVALIER RODNEY SMITH KCSJ

Vale Dame Val Sumner DCSJ

Images: Dame Val – committment to 
God and and service to the community.

The Priory of Victoria lost a 
stalwart of the Order of Saint John 
when Dame Val Sumner passed 
away on Friday 9th July at Cabrini 
Hospital. Her funeral was held on 
Thursday 15th July at St Gregory 
the Great Catholic Church, East 
Doncaster.  At the family’s request, 
Knights and Dames of the Priory of 
Victoria wore their robes and full 
regalia in her honour. Her passing 
request was to be dressed in her 
Knight’s Robes.

For many years, Val worked at 
Arthritis Victoria. She successfully 
ran the Grandparent of the Year 
program, one year appointing the 

late Queen Mother as Grandmother 
of the Year. Val certainly 
developed an appetite and skill 
for coordinating big events with 
notable guests such as Ita Buttrose 
and Dennis Walters. 

Val was a member of the Parents 
and Friends Auxiliary at Corpus 
Christi College, the major seminary 
of Victoria and Tasmania. Here she 
was said to be the glue that held the 
fundraising committee together. 
Likewise, Val was a committed 
member of the Committee for 
the Archbishop’s Dinner, a major 
annual fundraiser for the Knights 
of the Southern Cross.

Val Sumner joined the Order in 
2012 and was promoted in 2019 
to the rank of Dame Commander 
of Grace in 2019 and contributed 
enthusiastically as Hospitaller and 
Almoner. Everyone was in awe of 
her strong work ethic. She was 
well known for her strong belief 
in building and strengthening the 
Order and worked hard to keep the 
Victorian Priory alive and active. 
She was also a wonderful mentor 
for those coming into the Order. 
Her leadership was strong and 
consistent.  Val was a person with 
much initiative, creativity, and 
passion.

We will miss her strong presence 
in the Order and her gentle 
charismatic way of connecting to 
people in what was a powerful 
Christian dimension of her work 
and life. Chivalry and service which 
we recognise as strong elements of 
our Order were woven into the very 
fabric that made Dame Val.

Val is the mother of two with 
three grandchildren and four great 
grand children. Our sympathies go 
to her family. 

May she rest in peace.  @ 

Dodging COVID 
lockdowns, 

the Victorian 
Priory managed 

to have their 
Annual General 

Meeting and 
dinner at the 

Box Hill RSL 
Restaurant on 

1st July.

Images L-R: Chevaliers Graham Scott, Rod Smith, 
and Dame Professor Sheila Bellamy

AGM and dinner: dodging lockdown

Chevalier John Brownbill examines photos with 
Martin Stevens. Images courtesy Stella Conlon
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DAME JENNIFER CANT DCSJ

THE PRIORY OF THE SUNSHINE COAST MUSTERING FOR CHARITY

The Members of the Sunshine 
Coast Priory continue, despite the 
difficulties imposed by COVID 19, to 
pursue actively their joint goals of 
supporting worthy local charities 
and fostering happy and friendly 
relationships within the Priory. The 
Eidsvold Muster on Sunday 25th 
July provided another opportunity 
to do both in the style which 
typifies the Priory.

Chevalier Anthony and Sally 
Coates hosted the event at their 
beautiful Buderim home with its 
wide decks and views across the 
Sunshine Coast to the Pacific Ocean, 
all bathed in the sunshine of a 
warm Queensland winter day. The 
Knights and Dames of the Priory 
and their partners were treated to 
a delicious lunch whilst enjoying 
conversation and friendly banter 
among the members. Guests took 
the opportunity to dress to fit the 
theme of the event, with some 
spectacular outcomes. Look for the 
green boots in the photographs!

There is much work involved 
in the hosting of these social 
functions, and the guests are 
always grateful to those who 
undertake the task and facilitate 
growing friendships.

With great disappointment it 
has been decided not to proceed 
with the planned Garden Party 
Fundraiser in October because 
of the uncertainty accompanying 
COVID 19.  @

It's The Eidsvold Muster!
Chevalier Dr Mark de Wit,  
Mrs Gillian Whittall

Michele Gusman,  
Chevalier Anthony Coates

Dame Melanie de Wit, 
Dame Jenny Cant

Dame Jan Jones, Dame  
Melanie de Wit. Mrs Sally Coates

The combined efforts of the Priory 
of Queensland and Brisbane 
Commandery made it possible 
to present a cheque for $20,000 
to Zephyr Inc. to help children of 
families suffering from domestic 
violence.

Manager Isabella Bevan says 
that with more children having 

to school from home, there is an 
increasing demand on the need for 
home computers along with all the 
other school needs.

At left, Priory and Commandery 
Treasurers, Chevaliers Bill Savage 
(left) and Dr Ian Airey present 
$20,000 to Zephyr Manager Isabella 
Bevan, in the storeroom.  @

Donation helps home-schooling
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PRIOR DR JEFFREY PREBBLE OAM KCSJ

PRIORY OF DARLING DOWNS MALTESE CROSS HISTORY

The creation of symbols is one 
of the unique characteristics 
which distinguishes humankind 
from other animals. We adopt 
symbols to give our lives extra 
dimensions of meaning. The 
Maltese Cross (also known as 
the Crusader or St John Cross) is 
the emblem of the Order of
Saint John of Jerusalem Knights 
Hospitaller with a white Maltese 
Cross on a red background.

History
Despite its name, the cross was 
originally the Amalfi Cross. 
The Amalfi Flag:  In or about 950 
A.D., a religious guild of merchants 
in the independent maritime state of 
Amalfi adopted an emblem based on 
the crux formée. 

In 1023 merchants from Amalfi 
established a hospice in Jerusalem 
which cared for pilgrims there 
before the First Crusade. One 
pilgrim who had been a patient 

of the hospital, Blessed Gerard 
(possibly surnamed Sasso), a 
Benedictine lay brother of Amalfi, 
Italy, remained and around 1080 he 
became the first leader of our Order.  

The cross was used in the 
crusades (1095-1291), when it 
was identified as the symbol of 
the “Christian warrior” and was 
formally adopted by the Knights 
Hospitallers of St. John in 1126. 
It was chiefly associated with 
the Knights Hospitaller and by 
extension with the island of Malta 
ruled by the Order from 1530 to 
1798. Here the Knights set about 
putting their stamp on these islands 
through their inspired architectural 
feats and patronage of the arts, 
so the Maltese Cross provided the 
signature to this glorious legacy. 

The Cross found itself on coats-
of-arms, palaces, hospitals, the 
entrances and gates to various 
forts and towers, on fortifications 
as well as on coins, cannons, 

monuments, churches, paintings 
and frescoes, furniture, silverware, 
and jewellery. Valletta, the capital 
of Malta, is home to the world’s 
largest concentration of portrayals 
of the Maltese Cross. The Maltese 
flag, however, includes the George 
Cross, not the Maltese Cross.

Structure
The Maltese Cross is formally 
defined as a cross pattée (splayed 
ends like a paw) or formée 
(shapely) with anseriform “V” 
indents. It features four v-shaped 
quadrilaterals, meeting at a single 
point in the centre. The outer 
edge exhibits eight points, and the 
overall shape looks like four arrows 
meeting in the middle.

Representations
The Order considers the four arms 
to represent the Cardinal Virtues: 
prudence, temperance, justice, and 
fortitude. 

The Maltese Cross
A history from Amalfi to Queensland

Investitures and 
Siege of Malta dates
Darling Downs  
Investiture in St Luke’s Anglican 
Church, Toowoomba.                                                                                    
Saturday 16th October 2021 at 
5pm, followed by the Investiture 
Dinner, Burke & Wills Hotel, 
Toowoomba. Dress: Black tie, Mess 
Dress or National Dress. .

Western Australia                                          
Investiture in St George’s 
Cathedral, Perth, Sunday 12th 
September at 5:00 pm, followed by 
the Banquet in the Weld Club. The 

ceremony will be part of the Choral 
Evensong and will also honour the 
Siege of Malta. Dress: Black tie, 
Mess Dress or National Dress. 

Siege of Malta 
Celebrations
Sunshine Coast Priory changed 
the date to Sunday 19th September. 
Brisbane Commandery: A service 
at 11am in St Mary’s Church, 
Kangaroo Point, to be attended 
by the Malta Consul, followed by 
lunch in the church hall. A talk will 
be given on the fate of the citizens 
of Malta by historian Chevalier 
Michael Halliday KCSJ

The History of the Maltese Cross 
continues on our website: 
Bulletin page: August 2021

Images L to R: US Distinguished Flying 
Cross, Victoria Cross
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Others consider the triangle to 
represents an arrow in heraldry, or 
the Holy Trinity. The arms it is said 
resemble the vanes of a windmill. 

Bread is a staple food for life and 
an early manufacturing process 
of bread traditionally includes the 
rotating sails of a windmill. This 
rotation can symbolise the spiritual 
regeneration brought about by the 
Crucifixion of Jesus on the cross.

The Maltese cross has eight 
points which the Order sees to 
represent the eight beatitudes (faith, 
humility, repentance, justice, mercy, 
sincerity, purity, and sacrifice). They 
have been given a number of other 
symbolic interpretations, such as 
representing the eight Langues of 
the Knights Hospitaller (Auvergne, 
Provence, France, Aragon, Castille 
and Portugal, Italy, Germany, and 
the British Isles). 

The number 8, like the 
lemniscate symbol for infinity, 
4, is a never-ending line. 

Tracing the shape of the 4 
differs from the circle, square, 
triangle, etc., in that the line crosses 
itself in the centre. This crossing 
symbolises death. But the line does 
not stop there; it carries on into 
a new life, just as the Christian 
cross symbolises new life. The 
eight therefore represents life, 
death, and rebirth. In Christianity, 
because Christ rose from grave 
eight days after entering Jerusalem, 
the number is associated with the 
rebirth of Christ and also baptism; 
the spiritual rebirth of a person. 

The St John Ambulance 
identify the points as the eight 
characteristics of a good first aider. 
observant, tactful, resourceful, 

dextrous, explicit, discriminating, 
persevering, and sympathetic

Associations
The Maltese cross symbolizes 
Christian courage, honour and 
bravery, due to its associations with 
the Knights. It represents ‘fighting 
the good fight’. This is why the 
symbol is used around the world 
e.g. in France, the Maltese cross 
was the symbol of the Musketeers 
of Armagnac, the elite military 
group which supported Louis XIII 
and Louis XIV.

The Maltese Cross was gazetted 
as the official emblem of Queensland 
on 29 November 1876. As the 
formal Badge of the Colony, it was 
designed as a silver circlet on which 
was placed a blue Maltese Cross at 
whose centrum was placed Queen 
Victoria’s crown. 

Queen Victoria evinced a special 
identity with the Maltese Cross 
and the ethic of its symbol – that 
of care and service to others. Her 
persona communicated esteem for 
those who served in volunteer and 
charitable roles. She admired the 
heritage of the St John Hospitallers 
and used their emblem, the 
Crusader or Maltese Cross, as the 
forme for the insignia of the three 
chivalric bodies which she instituted 
– the Victoria Cross (1856), the 
(secular) Order of St John (14 May 
1888) and the Royal Victorian Order 
(1896). 

The final adoption (1876) of 
the Maltese Cross as the Colony’s 
emblem followed seven years of 
debate. The ‘Responsible Advisor’ 
was Mr William Hemmant, the 
Queensland Colonial Treasurer 

 Queensland Queensland Queensland Queensland  Queensland
 Parliament Police  Fire Service  Ambulance Flag

(1874-1876). He, or a colleague, 
created the proposed design. The 
flag, badge, and coat of arms of 
the state of Queensland feature 
the cross, and as such, many 
public services incorporate the 
cross, including the Queensland 
Parliament, the Queensland Police, 
Fire Service and Ambulance Service. 
It is part of the coat of arms of 
the University of Queensland, is 
incorporated into the Australian 
Commonwealth Coat of Arms and 
in the Queen’s personal flag in 
Australia. The Maltese Cross is part 
of the Victoria Cross and in the 
United States the Distinguished 
Flying Cross, and the Navy Cross.  

Conclusion
Today, the Order of Saint John 
Knights Hospitaller proudly wears 
the Maltese Cross. It reminds us of 
our history back to the Crusades 
but more importantly of our vow of 
Christian service and courage.
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