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EDITORIAL

CHEVALIER CHARLES CLARK OAM GCSJ MMSJ

From the Editor’s desk
The world continues to be deeply
disturbed, aghast, unable to
understand the motivations and
the resulting cruelty of the Russian
“special military exercise” against
Ukraine; where greed, ambition,
and complete disregard for human
values are causing so much death
and misery.
It is sobering to realise that
those who suffer lived in ordinary
suburbs as we do, in ordinary
houses like ours, with family
values, with community activities,
just like ours. Try projecting the
Ukranian circumstances into
our own situations: what would
it be like to have devastating
missiles raining down on Buderim,
Indooroopilly, Toowoomba, or the

suburbs of Melbourne and Perth.
On the other side of the world it is
really happening.
It is a fact that Nature can be
raw and cruel for the sake of selfpreservation and self-satisfaction.
This includes the human animal.
So those of little faith say, “Where
is God?” But we of the Order of
Saint John Knights Hospitaller have
faith as the basis of our Christian
upbringing; it is part of our motto
Pro fide. We understand how our
God works to relieve suffering and
we take it upon ourselves to help to
provide this relief.
Not that the Knights were always
merciful. The Crusades were born
of the desire of a Christian Pope to
reclaim what was considered to be
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Christian property, and brought
about a great deal of suffering.
Fortunately, the lance and sword
could not cause the devastation of
modern weaponry. It was out of this
suffering that the Hospitaller action
began and gives us the rest of our
motto, Pro Utilitate Hominum.
One evening on the TV news
there was a flash of volunteers
working to help refugees from
Ukraine. They wore red shirts with
a white Maltese Cross on the back
and although the language was
Hungarian, the word Malta stood
out clearly.
We continue post COVID to
develop our own work in the
Hospitaller Order in Australia. This
edition of the Bulletin reports on
an Investiture of new Members
in Western Australia. It reports
on the installation of a new Prior
for the Darling Downs Priory.
Sadly, it reports the passing of a
well known, well loved, Prior of
Victoria, Bailiff Martin Conlon, but
also reports on a new Acting Prior
for Victoria to take up Martin’s
baton. In June an Investiture will
be held in Brisbane for the Priories
of Queensland and the Sunshine
Coast. This will be reported in the
next Bulletin edition.
The big news for 2022 is
the Sovereign Order of St John
International Council Meeting
in Vancouver in September. This
is the Order with whom we in
Australia are forming an Alliance,
and the invitation is extended for
our Members to attend.
Our Grand Prior is invited to
have a seat on the Council and
we can attend as observers. As
well, substantial post-conference
tours are being arranged. Knights
and Dames come from around
the world to this meeting every
second year and assemble in large
numbers. Page 12 in this Bulletin
tells you how to register. A number
of Australians have already
registered. @
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PRIORY OF THE DARLING DOWNS

New Prior Elected
for Darling Downs

NEW PRIOR COMMISSIONED

Dame Sue Fox DCSJ was
commissioned as the
new Prior on the 12th of
May 2022 at the Darling
Downs Priory meeting.
Forty-one members and their
spouses joined in the short service
of Recognition and Commissioning
of Sue.
Grand Prior, HE Bailiff Adjunct
Professor Victor Feros OAM GCSJ
CMSJ introduced the service. The
outgoing Prior, Chevalier Jeff
Prebble thanked members for
their friendship, assistance, and
support during his four-year term.
He congratulated Dame Sue and
was delighted that a woman was
the new Prior (a first for Australia).
Sue’s election was not due to her
gender, but rather her personal
great abilities, dedication, and
capacity.
Prayers and a blessing of Dame
Sue were given by Conventual
Chaplain Chevalier The Rev. Fr.
Kerry Costigan KCSJ and Deputy
Chaplain Chevalier Rev. Rob
Callow KSJ. All members verbally
confirmed their loyalty and
affection for the new Prior.
The service was followed by the
Priory meeting and dinner. @

Sincere appreciation for immediate past-Prior

Immediate past-Prior Chevalier Dr
Jeff Prebble OAM KCSJ has guided
the Priory of the Darling Downs
through difficult times, serving
an extended term in response to
pandemic-imposed restrictions and
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limitations. Prior Jeff’s leadership and attention to detail spearheaded
a number of initiatives to keep members involved and to ensure the
ongoing work of the OSJ. He introduced executive meetings at his home,
resulting in successful planning with wider views and increased input
from members.
Dr Jeff's “DDOSJ Connect” bulletin kept the wider membership
connected during a period when regular meetings were not possible.
Over this critical period, Jeff produced and circulated 17 editions. The
publication played a vital role in connecting an often-isolated membership.
Of key interest was the publication of a series of personal profiles which
allowed members to get to know other members, their partners, families
and life journeys.
Dr Jeff has been ably and admirably assisted in his role as Prior by his
wife, Robyn. Members are sincerely appreciative of the couple’s dedication
to the work of the OSJ and to their gracious and welcoming approach to
social activities of the Priory of the Darling Downs. @
DAME DONNA FRASER DCSJ
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PRIORY OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA

CHEVALIER ANTHONY HOWES KCSJ, CO-DEPUTY PRIOR AND HERALD

Moving and uplifting: a deferred
Investiture in Western Australia
Please convey to the
Order that it was a great
privilege to be involved in
liturgy with such depth
of Christian meaning
and hands-on Christian
commitment.
Kind regards, +David.
So wrote the Right Reverend David
Murray who had deputised for
the Dean of Perth (interstate at
General Synod) at the Investiture
held in our Conventual Church, St
George’s Cathedral, in Perth on
Sunday May 8th. The message was
received by the Western Australian
Priory members the morning
following the Investiture at their
Annual General Meeting.
The donats, two ladies and
two gentlemen, twice had their
Investiture postponed by the
pandemic regulations, but their
enthusiasm and patience remained
intact, and all was ready for the
great event.
The Grand Prior had arrived
the day before; the Cathedral
was resplendent with candles
ablaze and magnificent flower
arrangements set up at the base
of the pillars of the nave altar
sanctuary. More colour, of course, as
the robed Priory procession entered
through the West Doors followed
by the Cathedral procession, which
included our serving brother, the
Reverend Luke Hoare, who was to
preach the sermon.
The music was, as always, both
moving and uplifting and was led by
one of the Cathedral choirs, ‘Sonus
Angelorum’ directed by Dr Joseph
4

Nolan; the organist was Holly
Broadbent. The Evensong Settings
were by Malcolm Archer, with The
Washington Service composed by
David Horgan, and John Rutter’s
For the Beauty Of The Earth was
the anthem. Lusty singing of all the
hymns featured, especially for On
Jordan’s bank the Baptists Cry and
the WA Priory’s hymn, Forward
be our watchword. The seamless

integration of Choral Evensong
with the Investiture underlines the
message from our Priory and our
Conventual Church that we both
take strength from each other and
the community we both serve.
In his sermon Father Luke
brought our mission as an Order
into perspective with both the past,
the present, and the future. Here is
just a portion of what he said:
THE BULLETIN

CONTINUING THE COMMITMENT

"God is invisible. By this the
Church doesn’t only mean that
God cannot be seen, though
that is certainly true. There’s a
deeper meaning... God works
invisibly. But sometimes we are
granted a glimpse of what God’s
doing ‘beneath the surface’. And
what God is always doing is this:
healing, restoring, comforting,
bringing peace, offering humanity
a lightened path to free us from the
darkness that binds to life eternal.
We might say that the Order
of St John, Knights Hospitaller, is
like this too. From about the year
of Our Lord 1048, the Order has
moved throughout the mists of time
– sometimes invisible, sometimes
very visible indeed – but always
ever working beneath the surface.
The Order strives for good, and
works for good. As God is especially
concerned with the sick and the
poor, so too is the Order…
There’s a special feature of our
Western Australian Priory, in this
‘invisible work’. We look to support
people and causes that don’t
normally attract the attention, that
don’t make the media, that aren’t
funded by governments. We seek
to help those who are themselves
invisible.
…John the Baptist’s famous
speech is to ‘Prepare the way of the
Lord, make his paths straight.’…
When the Baptist calls for the way
to be ‘made straight’, he’s asking us
to open our hearts, and have them
in good order, that Jesus may enter

in...This is the spiritual quest itself.
In fact, it’s simply life itself. ...
We can look to history and see
the hand of the Lord. We can look to
the Order of St John and see nothing
less than the work of heaven. Then,
we can look to our lives – our past,
our present, our future – and sense
a hidden love surrounding and
guiding us. Then, we’ll know: the
invisible is more real than that
which can be seen with the eyes".
The Gala Banquet which
followed the Investiture, and held
in the beautiful surroundings of the
Weld Club, was truly ‘a celebration’.
Prior Jamie welcomed us all,
especially the Grand Prior who
brought greetings from the Order
outside the State, and later elevated
several Members of the WA Priory.

The various toasts were given, and
responded to, and one of Perth’s
most promising young sopranos
(from the WA Opera Company and
Freeze Frame Opera) Bella Marslen,
sang from the operatic and other
music genres – and won every heart
sitting at table!
The next morning, the AGM of
the Priory was held, where the
Grand Prior was able to discuss
many areas of importance to the
Order throughout the nation.
These few days, from the Vigil
on the Wednesday before the
Investiture, to the ceremony itself,
the dinner and the AGM, all have
given Dames and Knights energy of
thought, appreciation of each other,
and hope for the work ahead.
continued following page

IMAGES

Dames and Knights created: Previous
page, top row, the Venerable Canon
Kathy Barrett-Lennard; Dr Margaret
Pride OAM. Lower row: Hugh Stowell;
Anthony Will, all with the Grand Prior
This page, top right: Members of the
Priory of Western Australia assembled
after the ceremony.
Lower right: The Gala Banquet at the
Weld Club.
Images courtesy: Alistair Edwards
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PRIORY OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA		

Dame the Venerable Canon
Kathy Barrett-Lennard DSJ.
Dame Kathy is the Senior Canon
at St George's Cathedral. She has
a rural background from the
farming community of Wongan
Hills. She was very much involved
as President of the Wongan Hills
Parents & Citizens, Mothers
Union, the local Anglican Church
etc. She was Citizen of the Year
in the Shire of Wongan-Ballidu
in 2009. Kathy has been involved
in Women's issues, particularly
aiding Indigenous women and
Disadvantaged women for
many years. She studied for the
Priesthood and is now a senior
member of the Anglican Diocese
of Perth, and is Archdeacon for
the country parishes within the
Diocese of Perth.

SS Sandra Griffiths assisting
in the Trinity Pantry
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Dame Dr Margaret Pride OAM DSJ.
Dame Margaret is very well known
in musical circles, both in Australia
and internationally. Margaret holds
musical degrees gained in both
Australia and the United States.
She is the Music Director and Chief
Executive Officer of Collegium
Choirs WA. Margaret has served
with distinction as musical
director and overall administrator
of the Perth Chamber Choir and
Perth Symphonic Chorus Inc. She
has been a Senior Lecturer in
Music at the University of WA and
Edith Cowan University as well
as other tutorial roles in places
of education. She was a founding
member of the Australian National
Choral Assn. and the co-founder
of the National Youth Choir of
Australia.

Chevalier Hugh Stowell KSJ.
Hugh is currently the Secretary of
the Weld Club in Perth WA. He was
educated at Guildford Grammar
School, where incidentally, Vice
Prior Tony Howes was a Master
during Hugh’s time there. His
career has centred around the
hospitality industry; he was
employed at the Park Hotel
Canberra before moving to the
Regent Hotel, Sydney.
Hugh moved from hotels to
clubs and became the General
Manager and Club Secretary of the
Commonwealth Club, Canberra.
He then worked for the Australian
Club, Sydney, the most senior
private Club in Australia. He
is the current Chairman of the
‘Distinguished Clubs of the World
Managers’

Traditionally, over a long period
of time, Queensland Priory chose
its own charities. Funds for these
charities were derived from
donations given by members,
mostly at the time of renewing their
annual oblations.
When the Priory had four
Commanderies scattered
geographically with their own local
charity organisations, this was
an appropriate arrangement. So
recently for three years, while the
Commanderies went their way, the

Priory supported Hummingbird House,
an organization providing care for
children, mostly very young, born with
incurable conditions. The aim was to
give these little children an experience
of life and to support their families
through a difficult time. Approximately
$30,000 was given to Hummingbird
House over a three year term.
In 2021, with two Commanderies
elevated to Priories, it became more
realistic for the Priory and Brisbane
Commandery to combine forces. Zephyr
Education Inc. was chosen mutually by

Queensland Priory Combines with its
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BRISBANE NEWS

Chevalier Dr Noel Robinson
honoured
CHEVALIER ADJUNCT PROFESSOR
NOEL ROBINSON D UNI KCSJ was

Chevalier Anthony Wills KSJ.
Tony enlisted in the Australian
Army and served for twenty one
years. He saw active service in
Cambodia as part of the United
Nations Advance Mission in
Cambodia. The majority of his
service was with the Special Air
Service Regiment at Campbell
Barracks, Swanbourne. He served
with the Counter Terrorist
Squadron.
Tony is a founding committee
member of the SAS Resource Fund
since 2007 and is Chairman of the
Recovery & Restoration Veterans
Transition Centre at Jarrahdale.
His non-military career saw
him as the Principal Director of a
Mortgage broking business with
offices in Willeton and West
Perth. @

s Commanderie

the two groups, making it possible to
donate jointly an amount of $30,000
for the year 2021. This arrangement
will continue in 2022 and 2023.
Brisbane Commandery formerly
supported the Parish Pantry in
Fortitude Valley.
Now that that has ceased, the
Priory has taken on support in the
form of supplying volunteers to
work in the Pantry, handing out
food packages to those in need on
the street and in low-cost rental
accommodation. @
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awarded the University Doctorate
by the Queensland University of
Technology for service to QUT and
the community. The award was
conferred in a ceremony in April
this year.
Chevalier Noel is the CEO
and Principal of Noel Robinson
Architects and is the recipient of
more than 50 architecture awards
including the Sulman Award for
Outstanding Architecture and
the BHP Architect of the Decade
award.
He has worked as a tutor,
part-time lecturer and Adjunct
Professor at QUT during his career
and has served as a member of
the QUT Art Collection Committee
and the QUT Art Museum Board.

He was invested into the Order
of Saint John in 1994, and was
appointed Commander of Brisbane
Commandery in 1998. He is a
Knight Commander of Justice
and serves as Vice-Prior in the
Queensland Priory.
Congratulations Chevalier Noel! @

Investiture 2022
Queensland and Darling Downs Priories
Friday 10th June At 6:00 Pm
St Stephen’s Cathedral, Brisbane.
The Order of Saint John of Jerusalem Knights Hospitaller
will welcome eleven new Knights and Dames,
with the Accolades bestowed by Grand Prior
HE Bailiff Adjunct Professor Victor Feros OAM GCSJ CMSJ
The banquet will follow at the Hilton Hotel, Brisbane,
with accommodation available overnight.
Further information from:
Prior Charles Clark OAM GCSJ MMSJ
Acting Prior Garry Cant KCSJ
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COMMANDERY OF BRISBANE

SUNSET SOIRÉE

DAME LUCY CRADDUCK DSJ

Brisbane Commandery Sunset Soirée
overlooked a sparkling Brisbane City

On Saturday 19 March, the Brisbane
Commandery and friends joined
for a Sunset Soirée high above Ann
Street. With a birds- eye view of
Brisbane City Hall, which became
bathed in red as the evening
progressed, and to the sounds of
ABBA as ‘mixed’ by DJ Russell Low,
all enjoyed delicious food from Pure
Catering, wine selected by Prior
Charles Clark and Chevalier John
Postle, and excellent company.
The Soirée was a fund raiser for
one of the Commandery’s supported
charities, Zepher Education Inc,
which supports children affected
by domestic violence. The major
prize of a week’s holiday at Noosa
– generously donated by Chevalier
Ian and Dr Marisa Hanger – was
won by Mrs Sue Barton. The real
winner, however, was Zepher as
tickets, raffles, and other donations
enabled the Commandery to make a
post-Soirée donation of $8,250.
This brings the 2022 donations
to $20,000 for Zephyr to date, with
other events planned later in the
year. Watch this space …. @

IMAGES Top: Soirée welcome. Middle
column: Chevalier Robin Kleinschmidt
OAM, Dame Emeritis Professor Gwen
Jull. Centre: Chevalier Craig Ray, Chevalier MAJGEN Stephen Golding Lower:
Chevalier Bill Savage, Dr Bill Earnshaw
and Mrs Robin Savage.
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IMAGES Above:
Brisbane Commander, Dame Leanne
O'Shea at the microphone with Dame
Yvonne Burns, Chevalier Ian Airey, DJ
Russell Low at back.
Centre: Chevalier Craig Ray, Mrs Ray,
Mrs Golding, MAJGEN Stephen
Golding. Lower: Chevalier Bill Savage
serenading SS Leith Robinson.
Images courtesy Dame Lucy Cradduck
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PRIORY OF VICTORIA

MARTIN CONLON OBITUARY

Martin Conlon: gracious
service to humanity

HIS EXCELLENCY BAILIFF
MARTIN CONLON

EULOGY TO MARTIN CONLON
BY THE GRAND PRIOR

Martin Conlon passed away
on 1st March this year. He
played significant roles in his
community and family and in
the Order of St John of Jerusalem
Knights Hospitaller.
In the Order he held many
positions of responsibility, most
noteworthy being as Prior of
Victoria, a position he held twice,
and as Treasurer of the Order’s
Charitable Fund.
His funeral on 25th March
2022 at his Parish Church,
St. Bede’s, Balwyn North,
Melbourne, was well attended
by Knights and Dames of the
Priory of Victoria and by the
Grand Prior H E Bailiff Adjunct
Professor Victor Feros OAM
GCSJ CMSJ who delivered two
eulogies, his own, and one by
Martin’s wife, Stella.
Both Martin and Stella are
well known as they travelled and
attended functions of the Order
around Australia.
As a fitting tribute, both
eulogies are included.

His Excellency, Martin Conlon,
Knight Grand Cross of Justice,
Bailiff, Grand Priory of Australasia,
the Order of Saint John of
Jerusalem Knights Hospitaller,
Prior of the Priory of Victoria,
was invested into the Order in
Melbourne, in 1996. The Order is
a most ancient Order of Chivalry
and of Charity, founded in 1048 in
Jerusalem to provide sustenance
to Pilgrims on their long journey
of faith, and for centuries and to
this day was and remains devoted
to service to our Lords the Sick
and to our Lords the Poor – the
longest continuing, surviving
such Order, now an Ecumenical
Order, which Bailiff Martin served
most dutifully, diligently and with
distinction.
Entering the Order as a Knight
of Honour, Martin rose to the
highest-rank of Knight Grand Cross
of Justice and in the year 2010, he
was appointed Bailiff, one of only
20 Knights internationally. In 2018,
Martin was appointed Deputy
Grand Prior of the Grand Priory of
Australasia.
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From his entry into the Order,
reflecting his considerable and
life-long expertise and practice in
Accountancy he acted in various
offices as Treasurer, both as
Priory Treasurer and Grand Priory
Treasurer and Company Secretary.
Additionally, for a great many
years, Martin was appointed as
Trustee, Secretary and Treasurer
of the Order of Saint John of
Jerusalem Knights Hospitaller
Charitable Fund, which Fund, over
the last 20 years has distributed
more than $2.5 million, by any
measure not an insubstantial
contribution to service to those
in need. Martin’s service to the
Fund was not merely dutiful but
invaluable, incalculable, in truth,
irreplaceable.
Martin, in his capacity as Prior
of the Priory of Victoria displayed
admirable qualities of leadership,
often in trying circumstances, not
the least of which have been these
years of pandemic, so terribly
affecting communities everywhere,
and particularly Victoria, which
suffered adversities unparalleled
in Australia.
Martin and his dear and
devoted wife, Stella, of the Order
of St. Stanislaus, were regular
attendees at Priory Investitures
throughout Australia, whose
presence was always welcomed
reflecting, in particular, Martin’s
cheery personality, always,
perhaps somewhat quirky,
but always genuine. Martin, in
addition, attended Sovereign
Council Meetings – the supreme
governing body of the Order
internationally, in London in 2010
and also in Glasgow in 2013, again
a reflection of his duty to the Order
and its mission.
Martin’s resolve in helping to
ensure that the Grand Priory of
Australasia would continue, not
merely to survive but to prosper
and to strive to do good for others,
in the name of our Patron, John the
9

PRIORY OF VICTORIA

EULOGY

Forerunner, was a beacon for us all.
Martin was devoted to the Order.
We, the Order, extend our
deepest sympathies to Stella and
her family at their loss. Martin will
long be remembered by his family
of fellow Knights and Dames.
We are most grateful for his
gracious service to Humanity.
Resting at Peace, Risen in Glory.

EULOGY TO MARTIN CONLON
BY HIS WIFE, STELLA
Martin Conlon was the youngest
of four children born to Vincent
John and Marie Veronica Conlon
(in West Preston, Victoria). He
attended St. Raphael’s Primary
School before going on to Parade
College in East Melbourne where
he excelled in football, would you
believe?
His mother instilled in him a
‘mutual love’ of charity work. She
would say ‘choose a profession
where you can give back as well as
receive’. He started this while still
at school, visiting and helping the
elderly through St. Vincent de Paul.
He became involved in theatrical
entertainment for the Sick,
Elderly and Mentally Ill through
the Red Cross as well as Youth
Committees organising dances
and entertainment through Young
Christian Workers in his local
church. In adulthood he became
a Volunteer Counsellor on Friday
nights for the Drug Rehabilitation
through Buoyancy Foundation. At
the same time he was on the Staff
Social Club Committee at Ansett
Airlines, his place of employment
as an accountant.
Fast forward…somewhere in
this period he also studied part
time at University of Melbourne for
a Bachelor of Business to become
a Public Accountant. Then more
study to upgrade before buying his
own practice in 1979.
Martin met Stella on a weekend
trip to Hobart while visiting a
friend who had staged a three10

The Conlons with Grand Hospitaller May Storrie
CBE GCSJ MMSJ in February 2020.
night play at the Theatre Royal and
was celebrating at an ‘after party’.
Stella was involved backstage
after returning from 3 years
working at the Opera House in
London. Learning that they had a
mutual interest in theatre, Martin
virtually proposed on the night
while helping to wash glasses when
he told her that they would get
married!! And… within a year they
were … for more than 52 years,
eventually having three children,
Sean, Michelle and Christian.
More community work
continued as a Volunteer Teller,
then a Director on the Board of
Management at Preston-Lalor
Credit Co. Op Ltd.
So then it became time for
involvement in his children’s school
committees, from Primary School
to completion of Secondary School.
He joined Xavier College Fathers’
Association Committee where
he became one of the longest
serving Honorary Treasurers and
Functions organisers, for nine
years. He continued on the Past
Parents’ Committee for a further
four years, as Vice President.
Then came various community
organizations where Martin was
an active member, to the present
time. The longest period of
community service was with the
Australia Day Council (Victoria)

where Martin was a Board Member
from 1989, and in the role of
Honorary Treasurer from 2004
until the present. During Martin’s
26 years of active membership in
the Liberal Party he served for a
period as Honorary Treasurer for
two Sitting Members, as well as
Branch President.
In 1993 began his most
rewarding and absorbing period
of charity work when he became
involved in the Sovereign Order
of Saint Join of Jerusalem Knights
Hospitaller, which he was invited
to join in 1996, achieving various
high ranking positions, including
in 2018 the honour of being
appointed Deputy Grand Prior,
continuing to the present. Martin,
it must be said was always so
professional and so committed.
In 2003 Martin was awarded
the Centenary Medal.
Martin’s family life didn’t suffer.
He had the same enthusiasm for
and involvement in his children’s
activities. He enjoyed taking them
to their school sports, fishing at
dawn, miniature train rides, golf
etc. Martin was looking forward
to doing the same with his three
grandchildren. Martin was an
avid reader of history of all types.
He was also a licensed pilot and
owned his own plane.
continued following page
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PRIORY OF THE SUNSHINE COAST

DISTINGUISHED GUEST AT PRIORY EVENT

DAME JENNIFER CANT DCSJ

French Ambassador's visit to
Sunshine Coast priory event
The first social event on the 2022
calendar of the Sunshine Coast
Priory was a Wine and Cheese
gathering for Knights, Dames and
their partners at the home of Dame
Sue and Mike Milwright on Friday
8th April.
The assembled guests were
delighted that Chevalier Andrew
Wallace, who is the Speaker of the
House of Representatives of the
Australian Parliament, brought
with him a distinguished guest
who was visiting the Sunshine
Coast on official business, and who
had a little spare time to join in the
occasion.
Mr Jean-Pierre Thebault is the
French Ambassador to Australia. A
most charming man, His Excellency
was happy to give a relaxed
informal talk to the gathering. He
mentioned that when Chevalier
Andrew suggested that he might
like to attend a function of the
Order of St John, he responded
that he was very familiar with the
Order, having attended a number of
their functions in France.
He acknowledged the deepening
relationship between France and
Australia and the commitment
He had a full and rewarding life
of commitment and giving.
The family is grateful to the
Austin Hospital and staff in
ICU who were so committed
to his care before he passed
peacefully, surrounded by his
family. His family would like
to thank everyone who made
Martin’s life so full and rewarding,
and recently, for their caring
expressions and sympathy. R. I. P.
Stella @
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IMAGES Top: The Rt Hon Chevalier
Andrew Wallace, HE Mr. Jean-Pierre
Thebault, Acting Prior Chevalier Garry
Cant. Lower: Chevalier Dr Doug
Custance and Dame Jenny Cant.

to shared values, and highlighted
a number of important world
issues such as climate, trade, the
economy, and diplomacy. He also
referred to the French citizens who
have made their homes in Australia
His comments on World Wars I
and II were of particular interest.
He spoke of the enormous sacrifices
which Australian soldiers made
for France, which to this day are
remembered with deep gratitude
and affection in his country. He told
the gathering that alongside the
Australians and New Zealanders
who were killed in the Gallipoli
campaign, almost 30,000 French
soldiers also lost their lives there.
OFFICIAL OPENING
The Shack in Nambour has recently
designed and constructed a
residential block of six units for the
rehabilitation of homeless men in
Nambour. The priory had raised
contributions from its members to
provide specially constructed beds
and bedding.
Acting Prior Gary Cant, Dame
Jenny Cant, Chevalier Dr Russell
Stitz and Dame Anne Stitz attended
the opening of this new facility by
The Hon. Ted O’Brien MHR. @

Priory of the Sunshine
Coast Events 2022
FRIDAY 10TH JUNE:
Sunshine Coast and Queensland
Priories join to celebrate the
Investiture of New Members.
3:00 pm. Assembly of Investees
with the Priors
4:00 pm. Rehearsal for Investiture
ceremony
6:00 pm. Investiture in St
Stephen’s Cathedral, Brisbane
Banquet follows at the Hilton
Hotel; overnight accommodations
available.
SATURDAY 11TH JUNE
10:00 am (earlier for morning tea
and robing).
Chapter and Annual General
Meetings, Centenary Uniting
Church.
SUNDAY 31ST JULY
12:00 noon. Soup and Crusty
Lunch, 70 Lindsay Rd. Buderim.
SUNDAY 11TH SEPTEMBER
Lifting of Siege of Malta, St Mark’s
Church, Buderim.
SATURDAY 1ST OCTOBER
Fund raiser for Lily House.
WEDNESDAY 7TH DECEMBER
Christmas Lunch. @
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The International Sovereign Council Meeting, Vancouver 2022
There has already been much publicity sent to you.
Are you going? Have you registered?
The SOSJ hosts for the September 2022 Sovereign Council Meeting
have set up a link to facilitate your registration.
Go to www.sosjinternational.org/vancouver-2022/
This will open up a suite of items about the conference,
including tours, accommodation, etc.

The Vancouver Commandery invites you to Vancouver
this September for Sovereign Council Meeting 2022.
Registration information has been posted to
the SOSJ International website.

Register online
For more information, visit the SCM 2022 hub on the
SOSJ International website. Everything is just a click away:
you can register and pay for SCM 2022, and also
register for your Pan Pacific Hotel Stay
**Access code: SOSJ2022
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