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As this, the first issue of the 
Bulletin for 2022, comes out, the 
year is already getting under 
way. It is a year that was going to 
be full of promise and renewal 
after the effects of the pandemic, 
but the opening up of borders, of 
commerce, of educational facilities, 
have brought their own problems 
with them. So as we plan our year’s 
activities, it is still with the proviso 
“subject to COVID restrictions. 

All is not doom and gloom, and 
this edition looks back over the 
past three or four years at what has 
been achieved in our support for 
charity. As we read the submissions 
from the various Priories, written 
by them in their own terms, we can 
be justly pleased with our effort. 

Pleased, but not complacent. As I 
write, the Church is working its way 
through the Epiphany Season, the 
showing forth of Jesus’ earthly life, 
the life of healing and charity which 
inspires our Order in its work. A 
recent Gospel reading was of Jesus 
telling fishermen, who had worked 
all night without catching any fish, 
to cast out deeper. The story tells 
us that it brought good results 
for the fishermen. So we can take 
some courage from this story with 
the hope that in 2022, despite the 
problems that are looming in front 
of us, we, too, can cast out deeper.

In my own Priory we are 
searching for ways in which we 
can expand our work and our 
effectiveness, and it has led to a 

comprehensive strategic planning 
exercise. Face to face meetings 
have always been an essential tool 
for such exercises but are being 
frustrated by the ever present 
pandemic. Virtual meetings are 
taking their place. The interesting 
fact that arises from this is that 
there is much better attendance at 
the virtual meetings than has been 
registered for face to face meetings. 

The technology for virtual 
meetings, such as Zoom, arrived 
just in time to help us when the 
pandemic thrust itself on us, and it 
is obvious that the advantages will 
ensure its continued usefulness: 
fewer trips into a crowded city 
in peak hour traffic, fewer early 
morning interstate flights returning 
tired at the end of the same day, 
less requirement to dress formally, 
just look neat from the waist up, 
not driving anywhere so sip your 
favourite drink while meeting, and 
your spouse and kids don’t have to 
wait for you to get home for dinner! 
Queensland Priory is purchasing its 
own Zoom licence for use by it and 
its Commanderies and any other 
of its committees. There will, of 
course, still be the need for face-to 
-face meetings for many executive 
and social functions.

Another year brings with it the 
need to introduce new Members to 
the Order and to plan Investitures. 
So once again all Knights and 
Dames should consider people they 
know who would be honoured to 
become Members of the Order, and 
be willing to work to fulfil the aims 
of ministering to the disadvantaged.

And finally, words of wisdom for 
2022, some of which I have quoted 
before, but I love them, so here they 
are again:

For last year’s words belong to  
last year’s language, 
And next year’s words await 
another voice.  (T. S. Eliot)
Learn from yesterday, live for 
today, hope for tomorrow.  
                            (Albert Einstein)  @ 
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PRIORY OF VICTORIA EVENTS

CHEVALIER SAM DOUMANY AM 
KSJ was appointed as a Member of 
the Order of Australia (AM) in the 
2022 Australia Day Honours for 
"significant service to parliament 
and politics in Queensland, and to 
the community”.

Chevalier Sam Doumany AM 
KSJ was invested into the Order 
of Saint John of Jerusalem in 
Queensland in 1995.

He was elected to the Queens-

Two Knights honoured in 
Australia Day 2022 listings

land Legislative Assembly as the 
Liberal candidate for Kurilpa at the 
1974 election.

Chevalier Doumany was Minister 
for Welfare from 10 October 1978 to 
23 December 1980, and Minister for 
Justice and Attorney-General from 
23 December 1980 to 18 August 
1983. He held the Seat of Kurilpa 
until the 1983 election. He supports 
a large number of community and 
charitable endeavours.

The Priory of Victoria suffered heavily because 
of the number of lockdowns they were subjected 
to in 2020 and 2021. While 2020 brought 
bewilderment, 2021 brought about some 
regrouping and the ability to hold functions – an 
afternoon tea, a church parade, an AGM and a 
Christmas lunch.

Quite understandably, numbers attending 
were down, as were the amounts raised 
for charity; nevertheless, they were not 
insignificant. $1,000 was raised at the afternoon 
tea and $600 at the Christmas lunch. 

The Priory donates to two charities, Berry 
Street, and Mirabel Foundation, both of which 
provide out-of-home care for disadvantaged 
children from early to teen age. In 2021 each 
charity received $1,000. 

The drive is now on for new members and 
further regrouping. @ 

Victoria in the Pandemic

Serving Sister Pamela Staff, well-
known to most of us for producing 
the beautiful robes we are proud to 
wear, has written a book about her 
Great Grandmother. “The Busiest 
Shop in Sydney” is the fascinating 
story of Harriette McCathie’s 
life of fortitude and endurance, 
who found herself alone with her 
children after the demise of three 
husbands but, in a man’s world, 

CHEVALIER PRIOR CHARLES 
CLARK OAM GCSJ MMSJ was 
awarded the Medal of the Order of 
Australia (OAM) in the Australia 
Day Honours for “service to the 
community through a range of 
roles”. The longer citation mentions 
some aspects of his work as a 
professional engineer, as a music 
performer and teacher, partic-
ularly organ and choral music, and 
charity activity.

Chevalier Charles joined the 
Order in 1998 as a Serving  
Brother, providing music for OSJ 
services, and was invested as a 
Knight in 2002, and is currently the 
Prior of Queensland. @

Book Launch in Brisbane
opened a shop in King Street, 
Sydney, which the book describes 
as “an icon of Sydney’s CBD”.

The book was launched by 
historian and former senator, 
Claire Moore, at a ceremony in the 
Queensland Women’s Historical 
Association’s Museum house, 
“Meigunyah”, at Bowen Hills, on 
24th November, 2021 at 5:30pm. 
At sunset, a large crowd, including 

many Knights and Dames, gathered 
to support Pamela on the verandas 
of the historic home.  @ 

Busier times: Members lunching at the RACV after the 
Church Parade, 2018.
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PRIORY OF DARLING DOWNS 

Despite the COVID19 
pandemic, the Darling 
Downs Priory remained 
active and supporting 
of the sick and the poor. 
A total of $244,990 was 
raised and donated in 
2019-2021.

ANNUAL DONATIONS
Each year at our Christmas 

Dinner, in lieu of exchanging 
Christmas gifts, Members donate 
to a selected charity. In 2019 the 
“Save the Children Fund” was given 
$1,885, in 2020 the Olive McMahon 
Cancer Lodge received $2,000.  In 
2021, $3,400 was donated to Protea 
Place (a refuge for women who are 
victims of domestic violence). 
CHRISTMAS DINNER 2020

Every December, the Priory 
has presented food vouchers, each 
to the value of $250, to twelve 
selected, needy families identified 
by our Chaplain, Chevalier Rev 

Fr Kerry Costigan and Deputy 
Chaplain, Chevalier Rev Rob Callow.

Before Christmas a hamper 
of gifts to the value of $350 is 
presented to the Toowoomba 
Hospice. This enables Inpatients at 
Christmas to give their loved ones 
a gift. When paying theAnnual 
Oblation, Members are invited to 
voluntarily donate to a charitable 
fund. “Hear and Say” were given 
$2,625 in 2019, and $2,590 in 2020. 
Protea Place was the recipient in 
2021 of $4,100.
MARCH 2019

A Preston Peak Winery 
Luncheon raised $45,000 which 
was donated to Life Flight to 
purchase a Resuscitation Training 
Simulator.
OCTOBER 2019

On Saturday 26th October, the 
Darling Downs Priory hosted a 
black tie “Winning with Dignity 
Dinner” at the Toowoomba Empire 
Theatre to celebrate the 50-
year anniversary of the Order in 
Australia and to conclude a twelve-

month effort to raise funds for the 
Toowoomba Hospice. 270 guests 
enjoyed pre-dinner drinks in the 
Church Theatre and adjoining lawn 
followed by dinner on the stage of 
the Empire Theatre. 

Entertainment included a three-
piece band, guest speaker, Mrs Sam 
Bloom, and an auction of valuable 
items. $120,000 in kind and 
money was raised, resulting in the 
donation of $60,000 in cash and the 
construction of a Family Support 
Area at the Hospice. Built within 
the existing gardens, the covered 
area with outdoor furniture and 
a barbeque provides respite for 
families and patients. 

FEBRUARY 2020 
Following the devastating bush 

fires, the Priory donated $5,000 
to the Eastern Downs Rural Fire 
Brigade to complement the $5,000 
share of the $10,000 donation by 
the Sovereign Order of Saint John 
in North America. This funded the 
construction of a water tanker 
trailer.

Darling Downs 2019-2021: an active 
commitment to the sick and the poor

PRIOR DR JEFFREY PREBBLE OAM KCSJ

MARCH 2019:  Donated $45,000 to Life Flight for a 
resuscitation training simulator.

CHRISTMAS 2020:  Food vouchers of $250 each were 
given to 12 needy families; a $350 hamper of gifts was 
donated to Toowoomba Hospice.
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 CONTINUING THE COMMITMENT 

MARCH 2020
A tour of the Toowoomba City 

Hall and Toowoomba Art Gallery 
with canapes and drinks was held 
on Friday 6th March 2020. $2,500 
was raised and donated to “Sunrise 
Way”, an addiction rehabilitation 
centre in Toowoomba.

OCTOBER 2019: 
$120,000 raised for the Toowoomba 
Hospice. Above, Mr Graham Barron 
(Chair of Toowoomba Hospice), 
Chevalier Julian Turner, and guest 
speaker, Mrs Sam Bloom. Below, the 
completed Family Support Area.

FEBRUARY 2021: 
"Priory at the Peak" raised $30,840 for "Sunrise Way" Louise Sanderson,CEO Sunrise 
Way; and Chevalier Mark Osborne, organizer of the function.

MARCH 2020:  Art Gallery tour raised $2500 
for "Sunrise Way", an addiction rehabilitation 
centre.

AUGUST 2020
A donation of $7,500 to both 

Multiple Sclerosis Queensland (who 
are building a residential facility 
in Toowoomba for adults with a 
progressive neurological disorder) 
and Clifton Community Hospital 
(a community hospital stressed by 
the drought and operating without 
government support).
FEBRUARY 2021

An afternoon of entertainment 
followed by dinner. “Priory at the 
Peak”, was held at Preston Peak 
Winery on 7th February and raised 
$30,840 for “Sunrise Way”, a not-
for-profit residential rehabilitation 
service in Toowoomba for people 
with drug or alcohol addiction.  

The soiree was a sell-out with 180 
attending. Guests enjoyed drinks 
and canapes on the lawn with 
musical entertainment before 
moving inside for a sit-down 
delicious dinner with fine wines.
THE FUTURE

Members of the Priory of the 
Darling Downs enjoy fellowship and 
friendship and strive to support 
local charities. Already, plans are 
well underway to raise funds for the 
refurbishment of accommodation 
facilities for isolated families at 
Toowoomba Hospital. 

A “Hospitaller's Home Away 
from Home” fundraising dinner will 
be held on Saturday 8th October 
2022. We hope to see you there.  @ 

FEBRUARY 2020:  Combined Sovereign Order and Darling 
Downs  Priory gift of $10,000 to Eastern Downs Rural Fire 
Brigade for a water tanker trailer.
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COMMANDERY OF BRISBANE 

St John the Baptist’s life and 
ministry prepared the way for the 
coming of Christ and in doing so 
selflessly through prayer and action 
his words are not about him, they 
are about serving others and this 
is the role of our Order. We are to 
serve the sick and the poor. 

The Brisbane Commandery 
has attempted to meet this need 
over the last few years in varied 
activities to raise funds for 
organisations that are hands on 
with their care for those in need. 

In March 2018 we held a dinner 
at the Moreton Club, New Farm, 
overlooking the Brisbane River 
where we could view the lights 
of the city. The high point of this 
event was listening to the music 
of a wonderful young pianist, 
Oscar Wong, who had won the 
internationally acclaimed Lev 
Vlassenko Piano Competition for 
2017.  Through the generous gifts 
of members of the Order and money 
raised, we were able to donate 
$9,000.00 to our Charity, the Trinity 
Pantry at the Holy Trinity Church, 

Fortitude Valley. 
It has been the practice of the 

Brisbane Commandery to maintain 
one major Charity for three years. 
This assists us in getting to know 
the Charity and indeed in becoming 
involved with the Charity. Many of 
our members have become regulars 
working at the Pantry, attending 
each month to help with packing 
bags of food, serving those who 
attend to collect a frozen meal, 
a bag of groceries, or assistance 
to pay a household bill they have 

DAME COMMANDER LEANNE O'SHEA DCSJ

Brisbane Commandery: a four-year 
schedule working to serve others

received. Seeing the relief on the 
faces of those we serve makes us 
remember that these are the people 
we serve in the Order. 

For the centenary of the 
Armistice Agreement, we 
celebrated with a formal Military 
Dining-In at the Victoria Barracks 
which was ably arranged by 
Chevalier SQNLDR Dennis Deering 
KCSJ with a piping of the Colours 
and the Port. Flags and Banners 
were paraded to music provided by 
the National Servicemen’s Pipes and 

2018:  Dinner at the Moreton Club. 
Dame Janet Earnshaw and Sue 
Barton with pianist Oscar Wong.

2018:  Trinity Pantry function:  
Serving Sister Leith Robinson 
with Dame Leanne O’Shea.

2018:  Mrs Liz Jarvis, the Trinity 
Pantry Convener with Chevalier 
Commander Ric Barton.

2020:  Carmel Martin with Isabella Bevan, founders of ZEPHYR Education 
Inc., in the Zephyr warehouse, Tennyson, Brisbane. 
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 WORKING TO SERVE THE COMMUNITY

2018:  above, Left to right Dr Nancy 
Low Choy, Chevalier MAJGEN 
Darryl Low Chow AM MBE RFD, Mrs 
Helen Barton, Chevalier MAJGEN 
Stephen Golding AM RFD.

2019:  Left front: Dame Kay Lane, Keith Jarvis, 
Chevalier Rick Barton.  Back row: Reverend Sue 
Barker and Reverend Terry Booth.

Queensland Club with celebrated 
Opera singer Peta Blyth OAM 
accompanied by pianist, John 
Woods. Music from Gershwin, Cole 
Porter, Lerner and Lowe, and Franz 
Lehar catered for all tastes. 

Together with donations during 
the year 2019, we were able to 
donate over $20,000.00 to the 
Trinity Pantry. 

Music and Cocktails was how we 
described our 2020 cocktail party 
arranged to be held in the beautiful 
surroundings of St John’s Cathedral. 
Alas, Covid interfered, and this 
event did not proceed. However, our 
members generously donated the 
entry fee to our two charities. 

The remainder of 2020 passed 
very quietly with a small group 
attending the Siege of Malta 
and in early December, we held 
our Christmas Luncheon at the 

Drums Memorial band. The superb 
entertainment continued with an 
‘all girl’ singing group, ‘Mon Che’, 
dressed military style and perfor-
ming popular songs from the era. 

Again, in formal dress, in 2019, 
we held a musical evening at the 

Brisbane Commandery:  
working to serve others.
2018  
  $9,000 Trinity Pantry.
2019  
 $20,000 Trinity Pantry.
2020  
 $10,000 Trinity Pantry.
  $2,000 Gallipoli Foundation.
  $2,000 Zephyr Education Inc.
2021  
 $10,000 Zephyr Education Inc.  @ 

Queensland Club. There was a 
small drop-off in numbers, but the 
event was a success. We were able 
to make a donation of $10,000 to 
the Trinity Pantry, $2000 to the 
Gallipoli Foundation, and $2000.00 
to Zephyr Education Inc.

2021 looked much brighter and 
we held A Sunset Soirée in April in 
the late afternoon in the beautiful 
grounds of St Mary’s Anglican 
Church, Kangaroo Point. This site 
faces the west and we saw the sun 
setting over River and the City. We 
also had Canon Gary Harch give us 
a tour of St Mary’s Church, which 
is one of the oldest in Brisbane. 
Our Charity for this occasion was 
‘ZEPHYR’, who provides children 
who have been seriously affected 
by Domestic Violence with school 
uniforms, books, and other school 
needs when they have had to leave 
their homes and change schools. We 
donated a further $10,000 to 
Zephyr Inc. for 2021.

2018:  A Military Dining-In: 
“MON CHE” entertains the guests.

2021:  Carmel Martin, speaking  
at the Christmas function.

2021: A Sunset Soirée, St Mary's Kangaroo Point. At the 
raffle table were Canon Gary Harch, Dame Liz Fisher, 
Dame Professor Gwendolyn Jull, Chevalier Dr Ian Airey.
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PRIORY OF THE SUNSHINE COAST 

CHEVALIER ROBIN KLEINSCHMIDT OAM KCSJ  AND CHEVALIER GARY CANT KSJ

In recent years the Sunshine Coast 
Priory, and the Commandery which 
preceded it, have donated almost 
$275,000 to worthy causes in fulfill-
ing their commitment to serve our 
lords the sick and the poor. 

This admirable achievement has 
been attained by a combination 
of a range of major fundraising 
events, less ambitious fundraising 
at the social functions which are 
a feature of the life of the Priory, 
and individual donations, some of 
them smaller and some remarkably 
generous. The following description 
of the distribution of these gifts of 
Christian love is not comprehensive, 
but gives some flavour of the 
breadth and diversity of the ways 
in which this charitable giving has 
been disbursed. 

The recipients of this generosity 
have included a wide range of 
worthy local charities, some of 
which have been supported for a 
number of years, as well as one 
overseas institution. Our Rainbow 
House in a village near Lusaka 
in Zambia has received annual 
donations of $500. In November 
2020 this annual donation was 
supplemented by a gift of $4,000. 
In 2021 an additional $500 
was provided by a private gift. 
Established in an impoverished 
compound with very basic physical 
facilities, the school also provides 
uniforms, meals, books, and school 
supplies, and health care for its 
students. The Sunshine Coast 
donations are directed to providing 
medical supplies.

A spectacular financial success 
was Lunch with Mao’s Last Dancer, 
Li Cunxin, in 2017, which raised 

in excess of $100,000 to support 
Hear and Say Centre in Nambour. 
This highly respected organization 
works with deaf children to assist 
them to maximise the benefits of 
sophisticated hearing aids and 
implants to listen and to learn 
to speak. In the following year a 
further $25,000 was donated to this 
worthy cause. 

An afternoon garden party at 
Haldon House raised $4,000. This 
supplemented the $40,000 raised at 
a lunch with Fiona Wood. Dr Wood 
is a renowned Burns Specialist 
whose work contributed to her 
appointment as Australian of the 
Year. These funds were directed to 
support the work of Val Smith Orr at 
her burns clinic in the Philippines.

Several fundraisers have become 
almost traditional. The True-Blue 
Cocktail Party was initiated in 
April 2017, raising $16,000 for 
the Compass Institute, a multi-
campus organisation (Palmwoods, 
Caboolture, Caloundra, and Gympie) 
which provides services for people 
with disabilities. These include 

lifestyle guidance for community 
integration, employment training, 
on the job training, and micro-
businesses to provide employment. 
They also train assistance dogs. 
Compass was supported again 
by proceeds from the True Blue 
Cocktail Party in 2018. In 2019 the 
Cocktail Party raised $22,000, the 
major portion of the cost of a car 
which was presented to the local 
Kidney Support Network to provide 
transport for renal dialysis patients 
to their hospital appointments. 

The Cocktail Party fell victim to 
the COVID restrictions in 2020, but 
when this was repeated in 2021 the 
Priory decided to conduct an email 

2018 – 2021: a time of generous 
charity on the Sunshine Coast

2018:  Raised a glass to the Queen at the True Blue cocktail 
party, and raised $16,000 for people with disabilities.

2021:  Lifted an annual dona-
tion of $500 to $4,000 for Our  
Rainbow House in Zambia.
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 GENEROUS CHARITY ON THE SUNSHINE COAST

usually accompanied by good food, 
and also some fundraising. The 
funds from these events, as well as 
the donations, included with the 
payment of oblations had enabled 
the Priory to support a number of 
other causes such as Sunny Kids,  
three local Rural Fire Services, 
($4,000) and drought relief. 

Not all giving is in the form 
of money. For some years the 
Commandery/Priory made a 
practice of gathering soft toys to be 
given to children for comfort when 
they face the unnerving experience 
of appearing in a court room. 

None of these fundraising 
enterprises happens without 

appeal to replace its fundraising. 
The admirable outcome was that 
$40,000 was presented to the 
Maroochy Neighbourhood Centre 
for its One Roof program, which 
provides a range of important 
services for the homeless. In August 
2020 the Priory also donated 
$10,000 to Sunshine Butterflies, 
another largely voluntary disability 
service at Cooroibah. 

Another annual event which 
has almost achieved the status of 
a tradition is the annual Cupcake 
Concert, a popular social event, 
especially among the older 
members of the community.  
Enjoyable live music by an concert 
ensemble and singers is followed 
by a lavish afternoon tea, where 
luscious cupcakes are the main fare.  
Raffles expand the fundraising 
options. In June 2018 the concert 
at St Mark’s Anglican church 
in Buderim raised in excess of 
$15,000. This enabled the second 
gift to the Nambour Hear and Say 
Centre. In recent years this event 
too has fallen victim to COVID. 

The Priory has developed a 
tradition of generous hospitality, 
warm fellowship and friendship 
in gatherings in members’ homes. 
Most recently the Eidsvold Muster 
offered an opportunity for post-
COVID socialising. These are 

the expenditure of much time 
and effort, as well as money. 
This, combined with the amount 
and the wide range of support 
provided by the members of the 
Priory, are strong evidence of their 
commitment to their knightly vows 
to serve our lords the sick and the 
poor.  @ 

2020:  Supported Sunshine  
Butterflies, a service for people 
with disabilities, with $10,000.

2021:  The Eidsfold Muster  
supported three Rural Fire  
Services with $4,000.

2019:  The Cocktail Party raised 
$22,000 toward a car for a local 
Kidney Support Network.

2018:  The traditional Cupcake 
Concert raised over $15,000 
for the Hear and Say Centre.

Gifts in kind: Soft toys to comfort  
children facing a courtroom 
appearance.

2021:  An email appeal raised 
$40,000 for the Maroochy One Roof 
programme.
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PRIORY OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA 

In the opening statements of 
our vows of Knighthood, we 
dedicate ourselves as servants 
of Christ, and the poor and the 
sick.  In an historic confirmation 
of this we are informed of John 
the Baptist’s devotion to our 
Lord and the significant activism 
of that devotion; then (despite 
acknowledging how little we 
know of who he was in reality) 
the compassion of Brother Gerard. 
What follows is an amalgam of 
Crusader battles, care for pilgrims 
and the wounded and the innocent 
victims of power struggles.

Throughout its centuries old 
history, despite inner turbulence 
and outer confrontation, the Order 
has been sustained in its religious 
ideal: care of our lords the poor, 
and our lords the sick. That is 
certainly why we continue to exist 
in this twenty-first century, and, 
why these notes are being written 
in Perth, Western Australia.

Looking back over my years 
with, first, the WA Commandery 
and now, the Priory, there is indeed 
a colourful patchwork of charities, 
and the needy individual, whom 
we have been privileged to aid.  
I recall our Dame Commander, 
Maree Leinster-Mackay, guiding 
us in our deliberations as to which 
charities to aid, by suggesting 
we look to those organisations 
and association which were not 
recipients of largess from ‘the big 
end of town’, or government, but 
those, which, by their very nature 
(and modesty), might “fall between 
the cracks”. This has continued 
to be the leadership call from our 
Prior.

Through these years a 
considerable sum has been raised, 
primarily by staging events 
which have reached out into the 
community. We have been very 
lucky in that our Conventual 
Church, St George’s Cathedral, is 

always willing for us to present 
concerts, ‘mardi gras’ style events, 
plays and the like, in their beautiful 
building.  To these we have added 
other ventures, such as quiz nights 
and music in outdoor gardens, out 
of the city centre. Many events 
have been repeated in total or part 
through radio to Perth listeners, 
thus spreading the charities’ needs 
to those who, in future occasions, 
might become directly involved.

The beneficiaries? First and 
foremost, we, the Dames and 
Knights involved, learn so much 
about our community, about the 
open-heartedness of those very 
‘poor and sick’, their courage, their 
depth of spirit, the weaknesses 
we might easily have shared had 
circumstances been reversed; 
we have gained a sense of the 
real wealth, despite the tragedy 
being faced, of these folk – in their 
humanity.

We have been able to assist 

CHEVALIER ANTHONY HOWES KCSJ

"Whatever you did for the least of these..." 
The WA Priory's commitment to the word

A change from the day job, but a job enthusiastically done.
Prior Jamie Edwards KCSJ and Chevalier The Hon Ken Wyatt AM MP KSJ.
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the City’s “Street Doctors” as 
they minister to the homeless: 
indeed, we were able to supply 
defibrillators, for example. 

One of the WA Opera Company's 
artists told us of the way in which 
musical instruments could be used 
by the children of a war-ravaged 
African nation, and which were 
desperately needed to provide 
this avenue of hope for them. This 
artist was able to use our gift 
and by-pass corruption to deliver 
these musical instruments directly 
where they were needed. 

In another music venture, we 
were able to supply funds for 
Fremantle’s “Starlight Hotel Choir” 
(made up of the homeless of that 
city) to purchase music and to 
keep this wonderful avenue of 
companionship and joy alive and 
functioning. 

Another organisation (doing 
fine work here in the West) called 
“St Bart’s”, was helped with funds 
specifically to aid single mothers 
escaping abusive relationships; 
yet another group called “Street 
Friends” was helped with aid 
for the purchase of foodstuffs 
for the sick and homeless, and, 
very importantly, the negotiating 
prowess of our Prior and Almoner 
in the provision of storage 
facilities. “Homeless Connect” 
was also assisted, whereby 
facilities such as dentists, lawyers, 
hairdressers and the like are 
available to assist our street 
communities.

Most recently, ‘Give A Feed WA”, 

who supply Christmas Hampers 
catering for four people for a week, 
were aided: and this resulted in 
the organisation, founded by two 
young men ten years ago, nearly 
doubling its outreach. Also in this 
past month, we have been able to 
seed fund “Andrew Russell Living”,  
an organisation working through 
the RAAF Association to build 
homes for needy veterans of all 
services, irrespective of gender, 
or their widowed partners. It is 
the inspiration of the widow of 
our first Afghanistan soldier to be 
killed there, now twenty years ago.

Another service charity to be 
aided is the rest and rehabilitation 
centre situated in rural Jarradale, 
where, at no cost, veterans and 
their families might find a bed, 
and time to adjust to any troubling 
situation.

The above is a pen picture of the 
WA Priory’s aid to organisations 
or associations. Let me conclude 
these notes by mentioning the 
very important personal aspect 
of caring for our the lords the 
poor and our lords the sick. One 
of the most inspiring things I have 
witnessed in my time with the 
Order in Western Australia comes 
from observing the particular 
work of particular people. I believe 
we only achieve anything as a 
Priory, because of the commitment 
of these individuals. I only mention 
a few, and none by name: but I 
know I could list all of my knightly 
colleagues.

I have witnessed high powered 

individuals fussing around a 
table laden with perfume bottles, 
packets of socks, toothpaste and 
deodorants, looking for just the 
right sized box and wrapping 
paper to parcel up a Christmas 
gift for a homeless recipient. Later 
that day at a barbeque nearby, I 
have telephoned a Knight only to 
be told by his wife that, on this 
day at this time, he is at a drop-
in centre playing chess with a 
psychiatric patient who has few 
other reasons to come out of a 

Theatricals raised funds to  
assist the the dispossessed.

A theatre benefit delighted  
audiences while raising funds.

And always, willing blokes 
man the barbeque.

"Homeless Connect" assisted 
with foodstuffs.

Made dental and medical care 
possible for street people.
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deep depression than my friend’s 
regular chess sessions with him: I 
have witnessed another knightly 
colleague cleaning up the mess 
left behind over a large area 
after a wonderfully successful 
‘Homeless Connect Day’; I have 
been able to observe yet another 
Knight carefully checking details 
about a problem besetting one of 

our homeless citizens and then 
engaging one of our Dames to offer 
that person some kindly solace: 
and, finally, I have witnessed 
the outstanding contributions 
from individuals in our artistic 
community when asked to give of 
themselves to aid the sick and the 
poor.

Yes, indeed, the inspiration of 
St John, and the concern of Brother 

Dame Dr Lucy Cradduck DSJ has 
been an energetic worker for 
the Sunshine Coast Priory.  Last 
year she was made Associate 
Professor in the Law School at 
QUT. Congratulations, Lucy.

The appointment necessit-
ated her moving to Brisbane 
and, with the agreement of 
the respective Priors, she has 
transferred her membership 
from the Sunshine Coast Priory 
to the Queensland Priory and 
is working with the Brisbane 
Commandery.  @

Dame Lucy moves  
up and over

Dame Commander Leanne 
O’Shea DCSJ writes: 
Although just a lovely memory 
now, the Brisbane Commandery 
held our Christmas Lunch at 
the Queensland Club on the 1st 
December last year. It was a very 
traditional and enjoyable time.

We invited Ms Carmel Martin, 
the Treasurer of our selected 
Charity, Zephyr Education Inc., 
as a special guest to tell us about 
the work done by Zephyr, and 
how the Charity had grown into 
such a successful operation At 
the conclusion, I had the pleasure 

to hand over our Commandery’s 
contribution of $10,000.00 to be 
used by Zephyr for the educational 
needs of children who need to 
move homes and change schools 
quickly following domestic 
violence in their families. This 
amount was in addition to other 
donations given earlier in the year.

We sang Carols between 
courses, and heard from our 
Commandery Chaplain, the 
Reverend Bishop Emeritus Noel 
Noack, who gave an uplifting 
address on the Christmas Story.

As usual, the Queensland 

Gerard, can be discerned in my 
fellow Knights and Dames – it may 
take different forms, it certainly 
comes in a myriad different styles 
and expressions. Whatever it is we 
do, one thing never changes: the 
recognition from Our Lord that 
we all share: “I tell you the truth, 
whatever you did for one of the 
least of these brothers of mine, you 
did for me”.  @

continued from page 11

Brisbane Commandery Christmas  
lunch aids domestic abuse victims

Club served a feast, including 
the traditional turkey and plum 
pudding, which was well received. 
Many of our newly invested 
Knights and Dames attended and 
commented on such an enjoyable 
celebration of Christmas.  @

Images at left: Guests, including 
Grand Prior Victor Feros and Dame 
Marion Feros, at the Christmas luncheon


