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New website goes live!
On 30 April the ‘Publish Now’ button was triumphantly 
activated, bringing many months of work to fruition. 
Read more on page 6. 

The web team, from left: Chevaliers Charles Clark and David Rees with 
Webguardian Dame Dawn Goodall, and Joan Queitzsch behind the camera.
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 Much work and 
serious effort has been expended 
over the last couple of years to 
ensure that the Order of Saint John 
of Jerusalem in Australia remains 
true to its ideals, its Constitutions, 
and its charitable works. 

As well, because our former 
website had fallen into disrepair, 
a small group has spent intense 
time and effort into producing a 
new website, which, as reported 
in this issue, is now available to 
members.

We have retained our identity 
and have set our feet on a path to 
maintain internationality. We are 
a unique organisation of which 
we are proud and honoured to be 

Members. 
The new website is a source 

of information and also a useful 
means of communication between 
Members and their Commanderies 
and Priories.  

It will give a measure of our 
effectiveness in carrying out our 
administration and our acts of 
charity. 

The work of maintaining this 
website, of keeping information 
up to date, involves a number of 
Members of the Order around 
Australia. I trust that it will 
be used as a reference and 
communication tool, well read, and 
well used.

Cyclone Debbie has shown us 

the paradox of the co-existence of 
good and bad.  Devastating damage 
and loss have been accompanied 
by remarkable acts of heroism, 
kindness, and charity. Without the 
one there would not have been the 
other. 

Such actions receive a great 
deal of publicity, as if they are 
occasional one-off occurrences, 
but we know that the needy are 
always with us in many different 
manifestations, and that the work 
of charity is ongoing.

As the Hospitallers began 
their charitable work in the 12th 
Century in Jerusalem, so we, the 
modern Hospitallers continue in 
their tradition.  @ 

Vale Margrey Sellars
While it is not usual to write a 
Vale for the non-member wife of 
a Chevalier of the Order, Margrey 
might well have been a Member, 
being so supportive of her husband, 
Bob, in his work, especially as Prior 
of the Darling Downs. She was 
admired and well loved by all who 
knew her.

Margrey was born in 

Toowoomba and after marrying 
Bob Sellars, lived there for the next 
63 years.

They opened Sellars Pharmacy 
in Ruthven Street in 1955, but after 
Bob had a stroke in 1972, Margrey 
took over running the business. 
She enjoyed full participation in 
Rotary with Bob and received a 
Paul Harris Fellowship for her 
contribution. 

Margrey and Bob celebrated 
their Diamond Wedding 
Anniversary at home, but soon 
after ill-health necessitated their 
entering aged care late in 2013. 
Bob passed away on 17 July 2014.

This past year, Margrey was 
confined to bed after a fall, and 
passed away peacefully on Monday 
10 April 2017. Her funeral was 
held at St Paul’s Church with 
representatives of the Order of 
Saint John attending. May she rest 
in peace and rise in glory.   @ 
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GRAND PRIORY INVESTITURES

Investitures 2017
Around Australia, and in three separate ceremonies, 

seventeen new Knights and Dames will be created 
for the Grand Priory of Australasia of the Order of 

Saint John of Jerusalem Knights Hospitaller. 

INVESTITURES are usually held as 
near as is practical to the Festival 
of the Birth of our Patron Saint, 
John the Baptist, 24th June.

In PERTH two new Investees, 
one Knight and one Dame, will 
enter the Order in a ceremony that 
is incorporated into Evensong in St 
George’s Cathedral on Sunday, 21st 
May, at 5 pm.

The Commandery of Western 
Australia has enjoyed a close 
relationship with the Cathedral and 
the Investiture Service this year 
follows a tradition of some years. 
Following the service, the Banquet 
will be held in the Weld Club.

 Interchange between Priories 
and Commanderies is always 
welcome, especially in the West, 
so anyone interested in attending 
the ceremony should contact the 
Commander, Chevalier Jeremy 
Edwards. 

Details of the Investiture 
invitation are on the website 
Member Area WA. Full contact 
details for the Commander are 
in the Roll of Honour, either the 
printed booklet or now on the 
website as well. You will need to 
register, to Sign Up, to access the 
Members Area to locate the Roll. 

The second ceremony will be for 
the QUEENSLAND PRIORY and 
will be held on Friday 9th June 
at 6 pm, in the Wesley Uniting 
Church, Albert Street, Brisbane. 
Queensland Priory follows an 
ecumenical practice of using three 
different denominational churches 
in turn. Last year the ceremony 
was held in St John’s Anglican 
Cathedral and next year it will be 
in St Stephen’s Roman Catholic 
Cathedral. 

Fifteen candidates will be 
presented for Queensland this 
year, and one will be invested on 
behalf of the DARLING DOWNS 
PRIORY. Unfortunately two more 
will be unable to attend, so will 
be invested next year. In the 
meantime they will be known 
as Donats, with full membership 
benefits and responsibilities but 
for the formal creation as Knights 
or Dames. Details are on the 
website for this ceremony in the 
Members Area.

Finally the PRIORY OF VICTORIA 
will hold their Investiture on 
Friday, 23rd June, in Saint John the 
Evangelist Church, East Malvern, 
at 6pm. Three Knights and two 
Dames will be invested. The 

Investiture dinner will follow in 
The Gables close by.  

As above, visitors from other 
Commanderies and Priories are 
always welcome, and again details 
can be found in the website www.
osj.org.au  . Registration, Sign Up 
to Members, is necessary to access 
the Roll in the Members Area .

Leading up to the Investitures, 
Queensland Priory will hold a New 
Members’ Night at the Queensland 
Club on Wednesday, 24th May at  
6 pm and Welcome and Vigil 
services will be held by the 
Commanderies. 

The New Members’ Night is 
an orientation with great value 
not only for new members but for 
current ones as well. The Vigil 
emphasises the spiritual aspects of 
the Order and introduces the vows 
which new members will make. 
Support at the Vigils by current 
members of the Order is essential. 
Details of these functions are on 
the website.

The addition of seventeen new 
Members is most welcome. Current 
Members congratulate and honour 
them as they take their place in 
this Christian, charitable, heraldic 
organisation.   @
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Image: Investiture in St John’s Cathedral, Brisbane, 2016
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BRISBANE COMMANDERY FUNDRAISING DINNER

On the evening of Saturday, 
25th March, Brisbane 
Commandery held a Fund-
raising Dinner in the beautiful 
and historic surroundings of 
the Moreton Club, overlooking 
the Brisbane River.

We were entertained by 
Ayesha Gough with a wonderful 
classical piano recital, playing 
the spectacular Verdi/Liszt: 
Miserere du Trovatore, S.433, 
and the Liszt: Hungarian 
Rhapsody No.15 (Rakoczy 
March). She received a standing 
ovation from an appreciative 
audience.

In welcoming us all, 
Chevalier Commander Ric 
Barton KCSJ also welcomed 
those who attended from 
beyond the Commandery; 
Grand Prior, HE Bailiff Adjunct 

Standing ovation 
raises charity funds

Professor Victor Feros, and his 
wife, Dame Marion Feros DCSJ, 
Prior of Queensland, Chevalier 
Emeritus Professor George 
Kearney AM GCSJ, and his 
wife Mrs Jacqui Kearney, Gold 
Coast Commander, Chevalier 
Commander Ray James KSJ and 
his wife, Dame Jill James DSJ, 
the Prior of the Darling Downs, 
Chevalier Bob Kretchmann 
KCSJ and his wife, Mrs Carolyn 
Kretchmann. Chevalier Bishop 
Emeritus Noal Noack GCHSJ, the 
Chaplain of the Commandery, 
said the Grace and sixty 
Members and their guests 
enjoyed a delicious meal. 

The Reverend Dr Steven 
Ogden, Rector of Holy Trinity 
Anglican Church, Fortitude 
Valley, was our special guest, 
and Trinity Pantry was the 
beneficiary of the evening. 
$ 8,897.50 was raised at the 
dinner which, added to the 
$2,102.50 from the Christmas 
Luncheon, will give cheques to 
the value of $11,000.00 to be 
presented to the Trinity Pantry.

As well as the major raffle 
prize of a week in a luxury 
penthouse at Noosa, donated 
by Chevalier Ian Hanger QC AM 
KSJ, there was also a multiple 
draw raffle on the night, with 
prizes including two nights stay 
at Binna Burra and a two-night 
farm stay at Bellthorpe. 

SERVING SISTER LEITH ROBINSON SSSJ

At the piano: Ayesha Gough 
From left: Leith Robinson SSJ 
and Leanne O’Shea DCSJ

Images: Charles Clark KCSJ
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BRISBANE COMMANDERY FUNDRAISING DINNER

At the dinner, above left:  
Ayesha Gough and Ian Hangar QC 
AM KSJ
Above right:  
Russell Brothers KCSJ and Mrs Kay 
Brothers
Centre: Enjoying the evening – one 
of many happy tables, including Prior 
George Kearney AM RFD ED GCSJ,  
far right
Below: Jill James DSJ, Commander 
Ray James KSJ, Rob De Martini KCSJ 

Ayesha Gough
In July last year Ayesha 
joined 31 other international 
pianists who came from 
as far afield as Russia and 
Kazakhstan, converged on 
Sydney to compete for a 
stake in the $200,000 prize 
fund. “The standard of piano 
playing in the world is at an 
all time high” said our Donat 
Piers Lane AO, Artist Director 
at the Sydney International 
Piano Competition of 
Australia.  Ayesha won the 
2015 Lev Vlassenko Piano 
Competition, and was 
placed third in the 2014 
Kerikeri International Piano 
Competition.  @ 
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GRAND PRIORY NEW WEBSITE LAUNCHED

Website now launched 

Grand Priory of Australasia tasked a small team to 
upgrade the OSJ website. Hundreds of hours of  
pro bono work later, the new exciting site is 
published. Log in to www.osj.org.au

Why did the OSJ GPA need 
a new website?

The old website was dated and 
had not been reviewed in a number 
of years. In that time, many changes 
have taken place within the Order. 

The new website will enable 
a more dynamic online presence 
promoting our rich history and 
the future of the Order here 
in Australasia as it grows the 
membership organically and we 
engage collaboratively with other 
International Orders. 

The new site showcases the 
breadth of community support and 
charitable work it carries out. It 
will better serve the needs of our 
members in a more digital world, 
especially the ability to provide 
timely communications. 

We are confident that we have 
a website that our members can 
be proud of and hope that over the 
coming weeks and months you 
interact with the site. 
What does the new 
website offer visitors?

The new and improved OSJGPA 
website offers a number of key 
features and benefits including:
• A new design that is easy to 

navigate – allowing you to find 
the information you want more 
quickly and efficiently.

• A refreshed and function-rich 
Member portal with local 
content for your area.

• Priory and Commandery news 
and events and history. 

• Details of community assistance.
• Grand Priory Council profiles.  
• Responsive design making it 

comfortable for viewing on 
mobile devices, tablets and other 
devices.

• Regular updates from around 
the Priories and Commanderies 
throughout Australasia.

Whom do I contact with 
information I want  
published on the site?

Each Priory and Commandery 
have nominated a Web Contributor, 
who is responsible for providing 
the Web Team with updates from 
each location.  The email for each is 
in the MEMBER area of the website. 

New website governance and 
documentation will apply to ensure 
the site maintains its integrity. 

Will the old OSJ website 
link still work?

The domain for the new OSJGPA 
remains the same: www.osj.org.au

A communication to the 
members was carried out in April 
providing the link to add to your 
favourites.

However, if you notice any page 
errors, please let the team know via 
email osjgpawebguard@gmail.com 

Whom do I contact for 
more information or  
provide feedback about 
the OSJGPA website?

Please contact the OSJGPA web 
team at osjgpawebguard@gmail.
com with any questions you may 
have. 

The team looks forward to 
receiving feedback and suggestions 
to improve your experience in 
using the site and content.  @

Thanks to the team: Joan Queitzsch, Chevalier David Rees KCSJ, and Chevalier Charles Clark KCSJ MMSJ for their 
support and courage in embracing the changes required throughout this journey. – Dame Dawn Goodall DSJ

Is there information to help use the website?
Yes. The team has developed a number of user guides to assist the 

members with Sign Up, Open, and Member-area navigation. If you 
require additional assistance, contact your Priory or Commandery 
contributor or Dame Dawn Goodall DSJ at osjgpawebguard@gmail.com.
• Priory of Queensland:  qld.gpa@gmail.com
• Priory of Victoria:  vict.gpa@gmail.com
• Priory of the Darling Downs:  ddowns.gpa@gmail.com
• Brisbane Commandery:  bris.gpa@gmail.com
• Sunshine Coast Commandery:  suncoast.gpa@gmail.com
• Gold Coast Commandery:  goldcoast.gpa@gmail.com
• Western Australia Commandery:  waus.gpa@gmail.com

DAME DAWN GOODALL DSJ 
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GOLD COAST COMMANDERY NEW COMMANDER

The Prior of Queensland, 
Chevalier Professor Emeritus 
George Kearney AM RFD ED GCSJ, 
announced the appointment of 
Chevalier Ray James KSJ as the new 
Commander of the Gold Coast. 

At a ceremony on Tuesday, 
14th March 2017, Chevalier Ray 
was installed in his new Office 
and the outgoing Commander, 
Chevalier Derek Murphy KCSJ, was 
recognised for the services that he 
rendered in the term of his Office.

The ceremony, conducted by 
the Queensland Priory Chaplain, 
Chevalier the Reverend Dr David 
Pitman AM KCSJ, took place in the 
board room of Chevalier Derek and 
Chevalier Ray’s Company with its 
magnificent canal backdrop.

After recognising and blessing 
the outgoing Commander, the 
Chaplain then commissioned 
the new Commander with the 
words: “I formally install you 
in the Commandership of this 

Above: The Chaplain commends the 
outgoing Commander
Left: The Prior congratulates the new 
Commander, Chevalier Ray James. 
Outgoing Commander Derek Murphy 
seated.

New Commander 
for the Gold Coast
A Gold Coast canal provided a magnificent  
backdrop to Chevalier Ray James’s  
installation as Commander, Gold Coast OSJ.

On 16th December 2016 Chevalier Commander Derek Murphy and 
Chevalier (now Commander) Ray James  presented a cheque to Surfers 
Paradise Anglicare Crisis Centre (SPACC) headed by the Reverend John 
Brook, (photo centre).  This Christian Centre feeds and cares for the 
homeless and those in crisis. All recipients of cash handout assistance for 
emergencies are carefully scrutinised and only receive dollar assistance if 
registered with Centrelink. Fifty per cent of the funds needed to run  
the centre come directly from Centrelink in cash to SPACC.

Commandery and commission 
you for your leadership in this 
Commandery and the Order, in the 
name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit”.

The Grand Prior and the Prior 
of Queensland both spoke to the 
appointment and to the work 
that Chevalier Derek had done in 
holding the Commandery together 
in times of extreme stress. The 
Prelate, Chevalier the Reverend 
Canon Emeritus Bruce Maughan 
AM RFD GCSJ MMSJ, gave the final 
blessing. Others from Brisbane 
Commandery also attended.

Following the ceremony, all 
gathered for dinner in a Gold 
Coast Casino restaurant for a very 
pleasant end to the day.   @ 

Anglicare Crisis Centre Assisted
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BRISBANE COMMANDERY ART FROM THE MARGINS

LEITH ROBINSON SSSJ 

On two occasions this year some 
Knights and Dames attended 
functions organised by Arts 
From The Margins. AFTM is the 
Queensland Priory charity and its 
Chairman is Chevalier Dr Ian Airey 
KCSJ.

VISIT 1 on Saturday 25th 
February, was to the new premises 
which AFTM have acquired and 
occupied 136 Brunswick Street, 
Fortitude Valley, formerly a church, 
now an administration and training 
centre for those who come to learn 
and exercise their artistic skills. 
The Centre is on two floors with a 
connecting lift suitable for wheel 
chairs. 

The upper floor is an exhibition 
and function area with displays of 
the artists’ work. The lower floor 
is the main teaching and work area 
where art forms, from oil painting 
to paper cutting, is taught by 
professional tutors.

From left: Artist Wesley Brown, Dame Suzanne Brooks DSJ, Cath Nicholson, 
owner of Graydon Gallery, and John Brooks, in front of one of Wesley’s paintings

Above: more paper cutting by Mrs 
Helen Barton and Mrs Judeen Airey.

Art far from marginal
Acknowledgement was made of 

the contribution the Queensland 
Priory has donated to AFTM, and 
to the prize which is made in the 
name of Dame Dr Elaine Katte GCSJ, 
who donated the entire proceedings 
from the sale of her book to AFTM. 
Contributions from the Priory 
funded the installation of the lift. 
The Brisbane City Council funded 
its purchase.

VISIT 2 on Thursday 6th April, 
was to the Graydon Gallery in New 
Farm to a private showing of the 
best works produced by the artists 
of AFTM. 

An exhibition of very talented 
work was opened by the Hon. Grace 
Grace MP, Member for Brisbane 
Central, with supporting speeches 
by AFTM’s Manager, Mr Anthony 
Anderton, and Chairman Chevalier 
Dr Ian Airey. Several of the artists 
were present to mingle with guests 
and discuss their work.  @

Trying paper cutting in the AFTM 
training area. Above left: Serving 
Sister Sandra Griffiths. 
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CHEVALIER ANTHONY HOWES KCSJ

Below: Grand Master’s Palace
Lower left: Inside Sacra Infermeria
Lower right: Valetta

COMMANDERY OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA NOTES FROM THE WEST

The OSJ in the West
OSJ in the West has 
been planning for the 
Vigil and Investiture, 
as well as determining 
charitable support for 
the coming year. 

These first months of the calendar 
year have seen a number of Dames 
and Knights working hard in 
preparation for those events and 
activities which will, we trust, make 
2017 a happy and hospitable year.

The Reverend Chevalier Ken 
Williams, our Chaplain, has been 
planning both the Vigil and the 
Investiture to take place in May. 

The Hospitaller, Chevalier Tony 
Sheppard, has been seeking out 
information and detail of those 
charities in our community we 
might support.  Chevalier Tony is 
always particular in making sure 
those areas in need, which may ‘fall 
between the cracks’ of government 
or large scale philanthropic 
support, are considered.

Chevalier Gerard Tonks leads a 
small group in considering fund-
raising events which will have wide 
appeal, so as to broaden interest 
in charitable acts.  High on their 

agenda is the ever-popular “Quiz 
Night” for later in the year.

Another group, headed by 
Chevalier Ray Gianolli, has been 
active in investigating the best way 
of enhancing our communication 
system – through websites and 
the like; especially considering the 
great strides made by the Grand 
Priory in this area, with the new 
website launched on the first of 
May at www.osj.gpa.au/

Yours truly has been working 
(via email and telephone) with 
former Commander Dr Maree 
Leinster-MacKay and her husband, 
former Vice Commander Dr Donald 
Leinster-Makcay, who now live in 
Malta, on the very first Pilgrimage 
to be undertaken by the WA 
Commandery.  

Plans are falling into place.  
I should like to record record 
enormous thanks to both Maree 
and Donald for their hard work on 
our behalf.  There is not a day goes 
past without communication from 
them concerning ‘special rates’ 
arranged for us at the leading hotel 
at which we are to stay; reduced 
prices for the coach to transport 
us about; special and interesting 
people who have agreed to be with 
us to discuss the Pauline aspect 

of the pilgrimage and access to 
historic sites concerning both St 
Paul and the Knights of Malta.  

As well, we have been 
attempting to confirm such things 
as menus for meals, appropriate 
clothing for functions and sacred 
places – the list goes on!  But in 
all this, the Commandery knows 
that this pilgrimage will be both 
a stimulating and spiritually 
uplifting time for the participants.  

The Pilgrimage to Malta 
(with a special side trip to the 
historic island of Gozo) takes 
place from October 4 to 11.  
‘Pilgrims’ are making their own 
travel arrangements, as some are 
holidaying in Europe either side 
of the time in Malta, but all other 
details are organised by yours 
truly and Maree and  
Donald.  @ 

Image: Briangotts - Wikipedia
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PRIORY OF THE DARLING DOWNS A STERLING EFFORT

DAME DONNA FRASER DSJ

His reports have been good-
humouredly described as 
something between “Blue Hills” 
and “Days of our Lives” but 
there is no denying he holds 
the attention of the room when 
Almoner Rod Stirling reports to a 
Priory meeting.

Intending no pun, Grand 
Prior Victor Feros recently 
commended the “sterling effort” 
of Chevalier Rod Stirling AM who 
has fulfilled the role since the 
2010 retirement of long-serving 
Almoner, the late Jim Tyrrell OAM 
KCSJ, who donated the distinctive 
Almoner’s Bowl still in use in the 
Darling Downs Priory.

Many Knights and Dames can 
attest to the diligence of Almoner 
Rod during times of duress or ill-
health: the regular phonecall or 
visit from Chevalier Rod reminds 
us of the adage “charity begins at 
home” and is a shining example 
of the ethos of our Order.

While deeds indeed speak 
louder than words, there is no 
better way in which to illlustrate 
the good work of Chevalier Rod 
Stirling than by revisiting one 
of his early reports, in itself a 
tribute to those of our number 
who have gone before and other 
examples of the sincere and 
earnest attentions of Almoner 
Rod Stirling.

FEBRUARY 2011 Checking on 
major flood damage affecting 
Knights and Dames.

BLIGH: Dame Sally. “Kurrough”. 
Spoke first to her husband Peter at 
height of second flood almost to the 
homested, but nearly all irrigation 
and fencing infrastructure wrecked, 
with most permaent ditches now 
full of silt - also expensive laser 
levelled irrigation paddocks now 
wrecked from erosion, Peter says 
he would like to sell-out now. Spoke 
later to Dame Sally and she did not 
known why Peter had a lot of his 
wheat crop in her garden. They 
have a magnificent setting for 
their homestead and large garden 
normally overlooking a permanent 
lagoon.

BRAZIL: Dame Bobbie 
“Anchorfield”. The Condamine River 
water had come all around the 
homestead, but not into the house; 
and she reported that husband Lin 
was down near the river surveying 
damage including irrigation pump 
motors dislodged, electricity poles 
washed out, and huge property 
damage. 

DONALDSON: Chevalier Dr Eric 
and Judith, from Oakey, had water 
through under their house, but not 
into it - damaged many records and 
photographs.

FRASER: Dame Donna. Their 
Warwick house is well out of flood 
area but husband Ross’s livestock 
transport business badly affected 
by wrecked roads, culverts and 
bridges; expects damaged roads 

Stirling gives a sterling  
effort for The Downs
In his own words: from a report by Chevalier Rod 
Stirling AM, as Almoner, Priory of the Darling Downs.

to have a very negative effect on 
transport business for a long time.

HANNA: Chevalier Joe reported 
that the Goondiwindi levee had held 
so no damage for him and Judy but 
huge losses in most rural areas.

MAKIM: Chevalier Geoffrey. 
Spoke with his wife, Jennifer, 
at Goondiwindi. Geoff was out 
inspecting damage but water 
was then still running out of their 
sorghum crop – extra water caused 
more damage when an upstream 
neighbour’s irrigation ditch burst.

PREBBLE: Chevalier Jeff. 
Contacted Robyn Prebble to see 
how their Brisbane unit fared and 
she and Jeff had just had a week 
down there cleaning up after the 
Brisbane River dumped silt and 
rubbish in their car park but the 
water did not get into their unit.
HEALTH 

Margrey Sellars: had surgery 
early December; visited her in St 
Vincent’s and was progressing well. 
Home soon after with daughter up 
from Brisbane to help Commander 
Bob and Margery.

Jim Tyrrell: He had informed 
Bob Sellars that he was having 
cancer surgery late January – did 
not want any visitors. I phoned his 
wife Dierdre at the beginning of 
February when Jim was home again 
and his message was that he was 
“just fair”.

Bill Meynick: Phoned Jim mid-
January and he, unfortunately, had 
just had a nasty fall, which affected 
him badly.  @ 
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SUNSHINE COAST COMMANDERY NEWS

CHEVALIER COMMANDER MEL TIPPER KCSJ MMSJ

On Friday, 24th February, 
Chevalier the Reverend Jeremy 
Greaves KSJ became Chevalier the 
Right Reverend Jeremy Greaves, 
Bishop of the Northern Region of 
the Diocese of Brisbane.

The impressive ceremony was 
conducted in St John’s Cathedral 
by the Archbishop of Brisbane, 
the Most Reverend Dr Phillip 

Above: Chevalier the Right Reverend 
Jeremy Greaves KSJ right, with 
Chevalier Commander Mel Tipper 
KCSJ in St John’s Cathedral.
Right: Denise Phipps and Sally Coates 

Sunshine Coast Chaplain 
Consecrated Bishop

The Order of Saint  
John of Jerusalem  
Knights Hospitaller

Tickets $190 (Corporate Tables Available)

Contact: Jeff on E: jeff.prebble@bigpond.com M: 0408 717 192 
or  Bob on E: rckretchie@bigpond.com M: 0429 133 966

Saturday 15 July 2017
6:30pm, Empire Theatre Stage, Toowoomba

Dinner

Guest Speakers

Mark 
Taylor

& Merv 
Hughes

ROBIN KLEINSCHMIDT OAM KSJ

A feature of the annual program of the 
Sunshine Coast Commandery is a series of 
informal social functions, usually hosted 
by one of the members in their home. 
These gatherings serve the purpose of 
fostering closer friendships and creating 
a social camaraderie which provides an 
impetus for the more formal aspects of 
the Commandery program.

The most recent occasion took place 
on the evening of Saturday 8th April at 
the Peregian Beach home of Chevalier 
David Phipps and his wife Denise. The 
event, which took place only a week after 
the turbulent weather following Cyclone 
Debbie moved down the east coast, 
enjoyed a calm and cool evening. In a 
convivial atmosphere about twenty-five 
guests sat down to a dinner which was 
the centre piece of what was described as 
“a very jolly evening.” Two more similar 
events are planned for later in the year.  @ 

Aspinall. Chevalier Jeremy 
was the Rector of St Mark’s 
Church, Buderim, and several 
coach loads of parishioners, as 
well as many Members of the 
Order of Saint John, swelled the 
congregation. People came from 
as far away as Darwin where he 
had been Dean of the Cathedral.

Bishop Jeremy wore one 
of the mitres presented to 
him by the Sunshine Coast 
Commandery, and will 
continue as Chaplain for the 
Commandery.  @ 

Calm after cyclone

MEMBERS ARE URGED TO SUPPORT THE “BATTING FOR LIFELINE” DINNER – THIS MAJOR OSJ 
DARLING DOWNS COMMITMENT WILL ASSIST IN HELPING YOUNG PEOPLE AT RISK OF SUICIDE.
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News from Victoria

On Saturday February 11th, Dame 
Elisabeth and Chevalier Enrico 
Bettoni DSJ and KSJ respectively, 
once again kindly hosted their 
annual OSJ Fundraiser. 

Their Garden Luncheon was 
well-attended by members of 
the Victorian Priory, guests and 
Members of the Royal Society to 
which a number of our members also 
belong.

 My wife and I escorted Dame 
Mary Tanner OAM MBE DSJ 
to the Luncheon, and during a 
wonderfully informative drive 
Dame Mary told us that she only 
gave up driving a couple of years 
ago at the young age of 92.

What we didn’t tell her was that 
together with the Bettonis we had 
organized a belated 95th birthday 
celebration for her, as at that 
time she was undergoing cancer 
treatment. She was very pleasantly 
surprised.

This function raised about 
$1,500.00 towards our charities.

During the afternoon the Prior 
of Victoria, H H Chevalier Graham 
Michalanney KCSJ, presented 
the Bettoni Family with an 
Appreciation Certificate.

We thank those who attended 
and also the tremendous work by 
the wonderful ladies and Enrico in 
the Bettoni family.

Thanks also to Mrs. Stella 
Conlon for the photos.  @ 

Dame Elizabeth Bettoni with guests

Facing: Bailiff Martin with Chevalier Peter Davidson and Mrs Davidson

Dame Mary Tanner
Dame Val Sumner, Prior Graham Michalanney, Dame Elizabeth 
and Chevalier Enrico Bettoni, and Dame Lois Whiteoak


