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The icon is a form of religious art that has been part of the Church
since earliest times, mostly in Eastern Orthodox and Catholic Churches.
It takes a unique, usually stylized form, most commonly representing
Jesus, Mary, Saints, and Angels. Also unique is the method of painting,
using such materials as earth-derived colours bound by egg white, with
gold and silver foil. The artist’s use of prayer while painting is believed
to produce the best results. The most common depictions are Mother
and Child such as this mediaeval example.
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EDITORIAL

CHEVALIER CHARLES CLARK GCSJ MMSJ

From the Editor’s desk
Will the real Jesus stand up and tell
us why we are celebrating at this
time of the year?
Because more than half the
population of Australia will not
know, beyond parties, holidays,
tinsel, and shopping for presents.
Do we celebrate the helpless babe
in a straw bed; do we celebrate
angels singing Gloria, the great
hymn of praise which we use at
almost every Mass or Eucharist; do
we celebrate that Jesus was – as we
state in the Nicene Creed – truly
human?
Strangely, only two of the four
Gospels in the New Testament
tell the birth story. Mark, the first
written, and John, the last, start
with our Patron Saint, John the

Baptist, meeting Jesus as an adult.
Perhaps amongst the stories,
the church liturgies, the mystery of
the Trinity, the numerous works of
art, we lose the fact that Jesus was
a man, “truly human”.
He was a Jew, a biblical scholar,
a historian, a philosopher, and
a humanitarian, with a genius
intellect. He acknowledged God
as his Father, but turned the
Old Testament God of wrath,
vengeance, and national adoption
into a God of love and universal
compassion.
So this is the Jesus and God
who inspired the 12th Century
Hospitallers to regard the sick
and the poor as their “lords” to be
ministered to.
‘The Bulletin’ is the official magazine
of the Order of St John of Jerusalem
Knights Hospitaller, Grand Priory of
Australasia: ACN 147 338 501

The Order of

Saint John of Jerusalem
Knights Hospitaller
THE GRAND PRIORY OF AUSTRALASIA
The modern Order of Saint John of
Jerusalem, Knights Hospitaller, is a
Christian, chivalric, ecumenical, and
international community directly
descended from the Hospitaller activities
at the Hospice founded before the turn
of the 12th century by Amalfi merchants,
for pilgrims in Jerusalem.
Jerusalem 1048-1291; Cyprus 1292-1310;
Rhodes 1311-1523; Malta 1530-1798;
Australia 1969.
Australasia: osj.org.au
Sovereign Order: sosjinternational.org
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This same inspiration has
carried the Order through the
centuries to the present time so
that we continue to work for, and
honour, our motto, Pro Fide Pro
Utilitate Hominum.
We have had much to celebrate
in the Australian Order this year,
not the least being the development
of closer relations with the
Sovereign Order (SOSJ). Let us
carry our celebrations into the
Christmas and New Year Season as
we wish one another:

Vancouver
Sovereign Council:
Complete Program
now available.
See page 16 for
details
Web signing-on
The sign-up page comes up at
the beginning of the Members’
Domain. Enter your email
address as given in the Roll of
Honour and create a password
which you will use from then
on to log in. If you have any
problems accessing the Members’
Domain, ask Dame Dawn Goodall
or Chevalier Charles Clark for
assistance. @
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GRAND PRIORY

SOSJ MEMORANDUM

GRAND PRIOR VICTOR FEROS OAM GCSJ CMSJ
GCHSJ

In the consideration of an
affiliation of the Grand
Priory of Australasia,
the Order of Saint John
of Jerusalem Knights
Hospitaller (“The Order”)
ACN 147 338 501 with the
Sovereign Order of Saint
John of Jerusalem Knights
Hospitaller (“The Sovereign
Order”), Vancouver, Canada
EXTRACT, 29 November 2019

A Memorandum of Understanding
between the Sovereign Order
(SOSJ)and the Grand Priory
of Australasia, (GPA)was duly
executed in Cleveland, Ohio, on 26th
September 2016 and re-asserted in
Tampere, Finland, on 30 June 2018,
with the Memorandum remaining
in effect and the parties continuing
in a state of affiliation to fulfil the
goals stated in the Memorandum by
the year 2020.
Since that time, an invitation
having been extended to the
Sovereign Order to visit the Order
in Australia and to advance our
relationship, Grand Master HMEH
William Stein GCSJ MMSJ of the
San Francisco Commandery,
Grand Commander HE Conventual
Bailiff Ian Reid GCSJ MMSJ and
Bar of the Vancouver Priory, and
Grand Hospitaller HE Conventual
Bailiff May Storrie CBE GCSJ MMSJ
of the Commandery of Glasgow,
subsequently visited Australia 4-14
July 2019.
Between their attendances
at Investitures of the Priories
of Queensland and Victoria,
and at the 50th Anniversary
celebration of the Order in
Australia, and visits to the Gold
Coast Commandery, the Sunshine
Coast Priory, and the Priory of the
Darling Downs, meetings were
held in Brisbane and Melbourne,
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Moving ahead with the
Memorandum of Agreement
to advance the relationship.
Among the specific issues
discussed and debated, principal
attention was given to matters
requiring any necessity for
further extensions to the
Memorandum of Understanding
and the achievement, in time of the
conversion of the Memorandum of
Understanding to an Memorandum
of Agreement, so securing
unification of the Orders.
The shared aspiration sought
is that such an agreement be
achieved at or about the holding
of the next Sovereign Council
Meeting of the Sovereign Order
in Vancouver 14-20 September
2020 or on or before the Sovereign
Meeting to follow, in 2022,
proposed to be convened in
Australia, subject to confirmation.
The agreed over-arching theme
of all discussions was “to establish
a family, every one already has a
home”. The Petit Conseil (LPC) of
the SOSJ approved on 9 August
2019 moving ahead with the
Memorandum of Agreement on
the terms discussed in Australia,
including:
• The planned structure is to
be a Federation of the SOSJ
and the GPA, each operating
semi-autonomously in internal
matters, each operating under
its own rules. The GPA will
continue in accordance with
Corporate Law requirements,
maintaining its Constitution
and Regulations, amended as
required.
• The Constitution to be adopted
internationally is that of the
SOSJ in both the unamended

original and the corrected
English version of the King
Peter II Constitution.
• The identity of the Federation
will be that of the SOSJ.
• The Memorandum of
Understanding is to be extended
by two years until the Sovereign
Council Meeting 2022, and
may be further extended,
by agreement – the intent
being to sign an Agreement
which may be a more detailed
Memorandum of Understanding,
at Sovereign Council in 2020, in
Vancouver.
In his occasional Grand
Commander’s letter – September
2019 to the Sovereign Council and
Commanders of the Sovereign
Order, HE Conventual Bailiff Ian
Reid wrote of the visit to the Grand
Priory of Australasia:
“(We) visited Australia July 4-16
to meet the Knights and Dames of
the Grand Priory of Australasia and
to see how we could deepen the
relationship envisaged under our
Memorandum of Understanding.
The welcome was overwhelming as
we visited four of the five Priories
while carrying out three meetings
related to how best to move
forward. We now need to move to
the next steps to ensure we can
succeed together.
“Our mutual conclusion was a
Federal structure with a common
Constitution was best, at least
for the first 10 years, as we build
confidence. This would include
a single version of the King
Peter ll Constitution and English
translation (all from SOSJ), the
continued page 6
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PRIORY OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA

CHEVALIER ANTHONY HOWES KCSJ

The Priory in the West focuses on
fund-raising towards 2019’s end
Festive and entertaining
Quiz Night
In early November, Chevalier David
Goode and his team mounted a
highly successful fund-raising
Quiz Night with the Amherst
Community Centre in Southern
River the venue.
As last year, the Honourable
Alyssa Hayden MLA was the quiz
compere, and proved again what
an important function this is, not
only in asking quiz question, but
in keeping the mood festive and
entertaining.
While the main aim was
fund-raising, which was highly
successful, there was another
significant aim; to provide an
evening whereby Dames and
Knights and their friends would
come together to enjoy each others’
company; thus strengthening the
bonds of community which are vital
in maintaining the ‘health’ of the
Priory.
Indeed, the pictures taken at the
Quiz Night reveal that even with
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the worries of a Federal Cabinet
Minister, Chevalier Ken Wyatt
was able to relax with his friends,
surely making him an even better
Minister!

In thanking Chevalier David
for all his hard work, the Priory is
also able to congratulate him on
his election as Mayor of the City of
Gosnells.

Homeless Connect Perth is a oneday event connecting government,
community sector and volunteers
to provide free services to people
experiencing homelessness or at
risk of homelessness, with flow on
benefits beyond the day.
The project breaks the myth
that people do not seek assistance
and services and would simply
prefer to be on the street.
As a Commandery and now as
a Priory, our experiences over the
past nine years prove that people
are eager to move towards selfsufficiency when approached and
offered resources in a respectful
and kind manner.

Prior Jamie has volunteered
and been the team leader for the
Logistics Team for nine years.
Dame Marija Jelavic, the director
of “Homeless Connect Perth”,
reports that more than 100 free
services (from legal information
to hair-cutting) were provided
on the day, plus there were two
huge shops where everything
was free for the guests. One shop
stocked non-perishable food items,
another with clothing, underwear,
toiletries, manchester, shoes,
books, sleeping bags and other
essential items.
A fresh food stand gave away
its produce and in the free café

November 13th was the day of Homeless Connect
Perth. This organisation is one of the agencies assisted
by the WA Priory in a continuing manner.
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FUND-RAISING NEWS

renowned Marilyn Phillips) and
composer John Taylor, whose new
musical “Silas Marner” is featured
and performed by Alinta Carroll,
Holly Meeghan, Gabriel Sheehan
and Kyle Garcas. The production
celebrates the life and words of
George Eliot, whose 200th birthday
falls on November 22.

And so to Christmas

there was available a three-course
meal and fresh fruit. Dame Marija
recorded that 250 volunteers
worked on the day and more than
450 over the pre and post event
period.
The list of items consumed
included 1,000 muffins, 1,200 packs
of homemade biscuits, 1,000 bacon
and eggs rolls, 1,000 meals in the
café, 1,200 cups of coffee at the
coffee cart and another 500 in the
café and 900 fresh orange juices.
Dame Marija commented that
“We only stopped as we ran out
of juice!” She went on to say, “It is
wonderful to record that the Order
in WA has supported “Homeless
Connect Perth” for nine years both
financially and with volunteers”.
The group photo taken of
those who volunteered on the
day reveals our Prior Jamie (very
far left) seen wearing the most

fetching striped shorts and his
“non-boring” socks sent to him by
his son. “Homeless Connect Perth”
is something to which the Priory
look forward every year.

Seeing is Believing: drama
becomes a fund-raiser

Yours truly was busy with
“Seeing Is Believing” the drama
and music production fund raiser
for the homeless, on November
22 and 23 at the parish church of
Christ Church, Claremont.
The charity to benefit this
year is “St Bart’s”, whose support
of men and women who are
homeless, is widely known in WA.
The array of professionals giving
of their services includes thespians
Irene Jarzabek, Bernie Davis,
Jenny Davis (who has written the
script) and musicians, the Phillips
Chorale (directed by internationally

The Priory also welcomed the late
November visit of the Grand Prior,
to attend our Chapter meeting and
address us.
That meeting took place in the
Weld Club in the early afternoon
of November 27, and was followed
by a reception and a “very early”
Christmas celebration at the home
of Chevalier Rodney Wells.
Into December, and the Order
will be specially represented at
the our conventual church, St
George’s Cathedral, where Prior
Jamie will read one of the lessons
at the first of three Cathedral Carol
Services, on December 22. Dames
and Knights will be robed for this
Service, where the congregation is
so great that it spills out onto the
Cathedral lawns.
I give the last words to Prior
Jamie: “In the spirit of collegiality,
I pray that you will always be
conscious of the very sincere and
warm welcome that would be
extended to you, should you ever
visit our State. The Priory of the
Order in Western Australia sends
prayers and wishes to you all, for
a most holy and happy Christmas
season; and may God’s continued
blessing be yours in 2020”. @
IMAGES
Opposite page, far left, Prior Jamie
Edwards and Chevalier the Hon Ken
Wyatt AM MP
Left, Compere The Hon. Alyssa Hayden
MLA and Chevalier the Hon Ken Wyatt
AM MP
This page top, dental services and free
food on offer at ‘Homeless Connect
Perth’.
At left: A rousing cheer from volunteers
at the beginning of ‘Connect’.
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PRIORY OF THE SUNSHINE COAST

CONGRATULATIONS

Senior Australian of the Year
Congratulations to
Chevalier Peter Dornan
AM KSJ, 2020 Queensland
Senior Australian of the
Year
Men’s health activist Chevalier
Peter Dornan AM KSJ is the 2020
QLD Senior Australian of the
Year. Following a prostate cancer
diagnosis and treatment, and
after experiencing depression,
incontinence, and other side effects,
sports medicine physiotherapist
Peter Dornan AM put an ad in the
newspaper, inviting fellow patients
to meet.
Since then, he has supported
men diagnosed with prostate
cancer. Peter’s commitment to
helping men share experiences and

continued from page 3
common Sovereign Order name
and an agreement to rework the
King Peter II Amendments so we
both used the same Amendments.
Any Amendments that could
not be made common to both
organisations would be made Rules
of the individual group involved
instead.
“The Rules (Regulations) for the
Grand Priory of Australasia and for
the Sovereign Order would remain
separate from each other. This
would minimize the need to change
traditions and disruptive items like
revised Regalia requirements. We
would then be able to take our time
in working out details of further
harmonisation as they seem useful.
Oblations to the International
Order will be introduced at rising
levels to match the Sovereign
Order over a period of 5 years with
some adjustment for the level of
services actually provided.
“This could be a most exciting
development for us and the Grand
Priory. Successful unification
6

seek support has helped create a
culture change in the treatment
management for men with prostate
cancer. Receiving a grant to
research incontinence – a common
consequence in men after prostate
cancer treatment – he designed a
successful program to treat the
condition, and published a book
used across Australian by prostate
cancer support groups.
He also developed a nationally
and internationally recognised
program for managing patients
with pelvic pain. Peter is a Director
of the Board of the Cancer Council
of Queensland, for which he has
helped raised significant funds.
A successful writer and
sculptor, he took up mountain
climbing after prostate cancer
would increase the presence for
both the Sovereign Order and the
Grand Priory and widen our group
of friends”
In the International Newsletter
September 2019 of the Sovereign
Order, under headline Banner of
the resplendent Australian Flag,
the Grand Master was moved to
write of his and his colleagues’
visit as follows:
“During the week we had
meetings with their executive
committees in order to work
towards unification. These
meetings went very well and the
Australians were very appreciative
of our presence there… Our visit
was far and above expectations…
Their members’ hours of
preparation and organization
were the main reasons that we
were able to accomplish so much.
Each meeting was conducted with
respect and a sharing of mutual
goals and expectations… We look
forward to reciprocating their
gracious hospitality when they
attend the Sovereign Council

recovery, successfully scaling
Mount Kilimanjaro at age 60.
Chevalier Peter’s wife, Dame
Associate Professor Dimity Dornan
AO DSJ, received this same award
in 2018. @

Meeting in Vancouver in 2020.
Until then we will continue to work
toward this unification.”
To conclude, may I recall words
which I addressed to the Grand
Priory Membership on 12 October
2016
“We in Australia retain, and
have retained, a “home” for our
Order. In our… search for “family”,
a family which shares our values,
our commitments… we have sought
to secure, and have secured, our
future. We have our “home” we
now have our “family”… for the
good of the Order, so that, in turn,
the Order may do good.”
We continue, with best
intentions, to seek unification,
with like-minded Knights and
Dames – in the Sovereign Order
of Saint John of Jerusalem Knights
Hospitaller.
Finally, my heartfelt thanks are
extended to all Members of the
Grand Priory for their forbearance,
patience, and confidence in this
continuing journey.
Victor Feros, Grand Prior @
THE BULLETIN

PRIORY OF VICTORIA

VALE

Vale: Dame Mary Tanner MBE OAM DCSJ
From Dame Mary’s daughter,
Maggie Kirby Jones
Mary Lila Tanner (nee Ryan) was
born in Brunswick on 19 December
1921. She was the ‘baby’ of seven
children. Her parents sent her to
Melbourne University to study
Medicine, but due to family financial
conditions, she did not complete the
course, so she bravely persuaded
her parents to let her go to work.
From what she had learned
so far, she was able to join the
optical section of the Physics
Department in the Munitions Supply
Laboratories in Marybyrnong. An
incredible shortage of binoculars for
the Armed Services brought about
a compulsory call-up of binoculars
of every shape and size. Mary, like
her co-workers, worked three
nights a week and all day Saturday
as ‘overtime for George’, meaning
overtime with no pay for their King,
cleaning and repairing these for the
Armed Services.
She very much enjoyed dancing
and singing, and she joined a group
called Camp Concert Parties which
took entertainers to the various
Service camps in Victoria. The
Group averaged three concerts
a week and were asked to do
outside shows as well; the first was
Pentridge Jail. A restriction was
that women should not wear short
skirts!
She might have tried for a stage
career but she opted for work
security and chose something that
would benefit the war effort.
Mary worked in Naval Stores
until it was discovered she had
training in optical work, so on 1st
December 1944 she joined the
Women’s Royal Australian Naval
Service (WRANS), and became one
of that long line of those who have
served their Sovereign and their
country in Naval Service. Most
Wrans did not qualify as Ordnance
Artificers, but Mary remained as
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one until her de-mobilisation in
November 1945. For her service she
was awarded the 1939-1945 Star
and the War Medal 1939-1945.
Soon after discharge, in
February 1946, Mary married
Charles Tanner. Friends contributed
their war coupons (which were still
in use) so that Mary could have a
wedding dress for their special day.
Still proud of her time in the RAN,
she joined the Naval Association of
Australia (NAA) in the same year.
They moved to Darwin and were
soon assisting the locals to hold
weekly dances. Mary was co-opted
into the South Australian Education
Department and started the first
Secondary School in Darwin after
the war. In early 1951 she became
ill, returned to Melbourne to be
closer to medical facilities and
family, and she resumed teaching
with the Victorian Education
Department.
In 1969 Charles passed away
after a long illness with cancer;
Mary decided on a change in
employment and joined the
Australian Security Intelligence
Organisation (ASIO). Throughout
her life she served in many roles
in the NAA, from Sub Section
Committee right through to
becoming State President in 1973,
a position she held for 16 years. In
fact, she was the first woman to

become a State President of any ExService Organisation in Australia.
She was awarded the NAA Diploma
of Merit in 1975, Life Member in
1980, and Meritorious Service
Medal in 1992. Other honours were:
An MBE in 1975, and an OAM in
1987, In 1995, Mary, representing
the Naval Association, became
a founding member of the Sir
Edward Dunlop Medical Research
Foundation and subsequently a
Director, a position she held until
2000. In 2013 the Chairman and
Board presented her with the
unique honour of Life Governor
for her long and ongoing dedicated
service to the Foundation.
In 2014, Mary was invested into
The Order of Saint John of Jerusalem
Knights Hospitaller and took an
active part in the Order’s care for
the sick and the poor for as long as
her health permitted.
Wherever Mary lived during
her life, she involved herself in the
local community, in Darwin, in
Melbourne, in Surrey Hills, and in
Ballarat, while still putting most
of her energies into the Naval
Association; she also worked for the
Red Cross as a volunteer.
Mary was a Commissioner
for taking Affidavits from 1975
until 1994 when the position was
abolished. In Queanbeyan she was
President of Red Cross for three
years, and on the Committee of the
RSL for three years. She served
on the Committee of the Order of
Australia (ACT) for two years and
on the Committee of the Order of
the British Empire from 1996 to
2005.
In 1998 she received a
Certificate of Appreciation from
the Australian War Memorial for
her valuable assistance during the
redevelopment of the Second World
War exhibition galleries.
The past few years have seen
Mary’s health deteriorated. Two
years ago she was diagnosed with
continued following page
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PRIORY OF THE DARLING DOWNS

CHEVALIER DR JEFF PREBBLE OAM KCSJ

Darling Downs Priory
Funds Hospice Extension

PLANS FOR THE HOSPICE FAMILY SUPPORT AREA

Two hundred and seventy guests
including Grand Prior Victor Feros
and Dame Marion Feros enjoyed
pre-dinner drinks in the Church
Theatre and adjoining lawn
followed by dinner on the stage of
the Empire Theatre. Entertainment
included a three-piece band, a
guest speaker, and an auction of
valuable items.
The Guest Speaker was the
inspirational Mrs Sam Bloom who
in 2013 sustained a spinal cord
injury resulting in paraplegia.
Sam, a nurse, married with

continued from page 7
breast cancer, and to her family’s
surprise, she decided to tackle
it head on. It was typical of her
fighting spirit and her attitude of
“what have I got to lose?”
Her medical issues and “seniors’
moments” increased enormously
over the past two years with several
admissions to hospital; and she
passed away peacefully on Sunday
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three children, spoke of her
determination to battle on.
She was always a keen athlete
and showed enormous courage in
continuing her sporting pursuits
and eventually competing at
international level in kayaking
and becoming the World champion
in the World Adaptive Surfing
Championship. Sam’s story is
recorded in the book “Penquin
Bloom” and will be the subject of a
Hollywood movie next year.
The Toowoomba Hospice is a
six-bed unit that provides terminal
25th August 2019.
Mary Tanner’s funeral, on 3rd
September, incorporated the Naval
Commemorative Service, which
included the reciting of the Ode:
“They shall not grow old as we
grow old . . .”, and the Poppy Laying
Ceremony used to complement the
funeral of service personnel.
Rest in Peace Dame Mary Lila
Tanner MBE OAM DCSJ. @

On Saturday 26th
October, the Darling
Downs Priory hosted
the black-tie “Winning
with Dignity Dinner” at
the Toowoomba Empire
Theatre to celebrate the
50-year anniversary of
the Order in Australia
and to raise funds for the
Toowoomba Hospice.
care at no cost to patients. The
function was the culmination of
a 12-month effort to raise funds
and assistance to build a Family
Support Area at the Hospice.
To be built within the existing
gardens, the covered area with
outdoor furniture, and a barbeque,
will provide respite for families
and patients.
The $120,000 project was
realised thanks to the generous
support of many companies
including Newlands Construction,
Hogan Family Homes, Mary
& Henry Wagner, pbAgrifood,
Griffiths concrete & construction,
WPM Metal Works, Prestige
Patios & Outdoors, Chris Hadfield
Painting, Wellcamp Airport,
Clive Berghofer Group, Lysaght
Toowoomba, Sullivan & Nicolaides
Pathology, Burstows Funeral
Care, McConachie Stedman,
Reid Consulting Engineers, and
Eco Blueprints. Construction
commenced in early October and
is expected to be completed by the
end of the year.
The Organising Committee led
by Chevalier LtCol Julian Turner
included Dame Jane Tait, Chevaliers
Joe Wagner, Bob Kretchmann, Bill
Barrett, Peter Brodie, Noel Cass,
Mark Osborne, Roger Grigg, and
Jeff Prebble.
continued following page
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Priory Dedicates Processional
Maltese Cross
In September 2019, Robyn and Jeff
Prebble visited the small town of
Scala on the Amalfi Coast, Italy.
This is thought to be the home of
Blessed Gerard (Knight Gerard
Sasso) who founded our Order.
They had dinner at Ristorante
dei Cavalieri (Cavalieri is Italian
for knight) and noted mementos of
the Order. On learning that Jeff was
a member of the Order, the owner
presented him with a steel Maltese
cross.
On return to Australia and
with the help of Past Prior Bob

Kretchmann, this was made into
a Processional Maltese Cross,
donated to the Darling Downs
Priory and, at the meeting on 21st
November, the Cross was dedicated
and blessed by the Priory Chaplain,
Chevalier Rev Fr Kerry Costigan
and Chevalier Rev Rob Callow.
Priory Christmas Dinner
On Thursday 21st November 2019,
at the Downs Club, Toowoomba,
members of the Priory of the
Darling Downs enjoyed their annual
Christmas Dinner after the final
Priory meeting for the year.
Seventy members and spouses
partook of pre-dinner canapes and

IMAGES
Above, left: Chevalier Rev Fr Kerry Costigan and Chevalier Rev
Rob Callow after dedicating the Processional Maltese Cross
Above, right: The singing group
Lower left: Enjoying the Christmas Dinner from left to right:
Richard Brown, Jane Maclean, Ron Ladner, Anne Douglas, Rod
Maclean, Karen Brown, Ross Douglas, June Ladner.
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drinks followed by a delicious two
course dinner.
Entertainment was provided
by a singing group led by Dame
Sheena Liley. Instead of exchanging
Christmas gifts, members donated
to the “Save the Children Fund”
resulting in a cheque of $1,500.
The Priory also presented its
annual hamper of Christmas gifts
for the Toowoomba Hospice and
$200 Woolworth’s vouchers for 12
needy families identified by our
clergy. All members thank Dame
Sheena Liley and John Liley for
organising this most successful
function. @

PRIORY OF THE DARLING DOWNS
MEETINGS 2020
Thursday 6 February 5.30 pm Meeting at the
Downs Club followed by dinner at 6.30 pm.
Friday 6th March 5.00 pm Tour of Toowoomba
City Hall and Art Gallery with canapes and drinks.
Thursday 14 May 5.30 pm Meeting at the Downs
Club followed by dinner at 6.30 pm.
Thursday 6 August 5.30 pm Meeting at the Downs
Club followed by dinner at 6.30 pm.
Saturday 5 September 6.00 pm Investiture of
new members at St Luke’s Anglican Church, Cnr
Herries & Ruthven Streets, Toowoomba, followed
at 7.30 pm by the Banquet in the Allan Cunningham
Room of Burke and Wills Hotel, Ruthven Street,
Toowoomba.
Thursday 19 November 5.30 pm Meeting at the
Downs Club followed by the Christmas Dinner at
6.30 pm
9

PRIORY OF THE DARLING DOWNS

CHEVALIER DR JEFF PREBBLE KCSJ

Sacra Infermeria – the
Knight Hospitallers’
Hospital, Valletta, Malta
The Order of Saint John Knights
Hospitaller’s role “to serve our
lords the sick and our lords
the poor” was expressed for
centuries in the Order’s hospitals
and hospices. Our Order was the
pioneer in hospital innovations
and high quality care. I had the
opportunity to visit its most
famous hospital, Sacra Infermeria
(the Order’s Hospital in Valletta)
during the 2019 “In the Footsteps
of the Knights Tour” conducted by
Chevalier Stan Klan KSJ.
After the Knight’s expulsion
from Rhodes, the Hospitallers
occupied Malta from 1530 to 1798.
Following the successful defence
against the Ottoman Turks in the
Seige of Malta in 1565, extensive

reconstruction was performed
including the establishment of a
new city on the coast near Fort St
Elmo and Fort St Angelo. This city,
now the capital, was called Valletta
after Grand Master Fra’ Jean de
Vallette who led the Hospitallers
during the siege.
In 1574 the Sacra Infermeria
was built. It accepted patients free
of charge from Malta and Gozo
as well as foreigners irrespective
of social status, finances, creed,
religion, or nationality. However, I
was told no women were admitted!
The medical care was famed
throughout Europe and Sacra
Infermeria was considered the
foremost hospital of Europe in its
day, legendary for its innovation

and excellence. Malta became the
health resort and convalescent
centre for the wealthy. Initially it
held 181 beds till 1666 when it was
enlarged into one continuous hall
later referred to as the Long Ward
which was 500 feet in length with
ceilings more than 30 feet. By 1787
it had 563 beds which could be
increased to 914 in an emergency
and was the largest hospital in the
world.
Every patient had a canopied
bed to oneself, an unheardof luxury in those days (most
hospitals placed 2-3 patients in
a bed, the Hotel-Dieu in Paris
reported 12 patients to a bed,
taking it in turns to lie down).
Patients were provided with a
woollen mattress and blankets.
Cutlery and utensils were made of
silver for hygienic reasons and the
diet was described as “lavish” with
only the best food served.
Believing pleasant surroundings
benefited recovery, the Order used
the greatest artists of the era (such
as Michelangelo Caravaggio) to
adorn the hospital with eighty-five
paintings depicting episodes from
the Order’s history hung along
the Great Ward in summer and
decorative woollen tapestries in
the cold weather.
Strict discipline of patients was
enforced with displayed rules and

IMAGES
Left: Engraving by Matthacus Merian
1646
Opposite: The Long Ward of the Sacred
Infirmary 1588
10

THE BULLETIN

SACRA INFERMIA, VALLETTA, MALTA

regulations. Expulsion resulted if
noisy or caught playing dice, cards,
or chess.
The Hospital developed a
reputation for operative surgery.
Modern ophthalmology originated
with the surgeons of the Order in
Malta. The first chair of Ophthalmic Surgery in Europe was held by
Joseph Barth, a Knight from Malta.
Without anaesthetics, surgical
expertise was demonstrated by the
speed & efficiency in operations
(e.g. amputations, removing
cataracts, removing the stone from
the bladder or kidney). Michel
Grima could remove a kidney stone
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in two and a half minutes.
The Hospitallers developed
improved methods of cauterizing
wounds. The Order’s vows of
chastity, poverty, and obedience
enabled an efficient and dedicated
hospital administration.
In the 17th century a training
school for physicians and surgeons
was developed with Grand Master
Nicolas Cotoner, at his own expense
in 1676, founding the School of
Anatomy and Surgery in Valletta
utilizing autopsies.
Nursing care was also
considered of great importance
and the Convent of St Ursula

attached to the Sacra Infirmeria
trained many young women to care
for the ill – a legacy extending to
Florence Nightingale, founder of
modern nursing, who was installed
as a Lady of Grace in the British
Venerable Order of Saint John in
1901.
The Order undertook social
service to the immediate
community and beyond,
distributing food, medications, and
clothing, to the poor, widows and
children.
Public health was another area
of innovation by the Hospitallers
with uniform standards for
licensing in medicine, surgery,
and pharmacy; comprehensive
measures for quarantine and
isolation to control infectious
diseases, and hygienic regulations
for burial of the dead.
The Order of Saint John
surrendered Malta to General
Napoleon Bonaparte on 12th June
1798. The French took over the
Hospital and converted it into a
military hospital for wounded
French soldiers. This lasted two
years until the French surrendered
to British in 1800. Subsequently the
Hospital was used as a hospital in
the Crimean War and World War I.
During the latter, Malta
developed the largest system
of war hospitals in the British
Empire. 4,000 casualties from
Gallipoli alone arrived in May 1915,
and between June and September
1915, some 22,000 patients arrived
in Malta.
In 1920 Sacra Infermeria
became the headquarters for
the Malta Police Force. In World
War II it took direct hits and was
evacuated, though tunnels between
the hospital and Fort St Elmo
accommodated a series of wartime
shelters for Maltese families from
the fierce aerial bombardment
carried out by the Axis forces.
Today it houses the Mediterranean
Conference Centre. @
11

INTERNATIONAL NEWS

VALE

H.E. BAILIFF EMERITUS RENE TONNA-BARTHET GCSJ GCMSJ CMSJ & BAR MMSJ

Vale: Dame Rhoda Lady McQuarrie GCSJ

The McQuarries became wellknown to Members of the
Australian Order who attended
Sovereign Council meetings
when we were under the
patronage of the Karajordjavic
Family of Yugoslavia. Lady
McQuarrie and her husband
Sir Albert were both Senior
Members of the Order in
Scotland. She was an Honorary
Member of the Priory of
Queensland.
Dame Rhoda died in Mintlaw,
Aberdeen, on Friday 27th
September, 2019. A private
family funeral was held in her
Parish Church on 8th October.
She was well-known, loved,
and respected throughout the
International Order of St John.
The following obituary was
written by HE Bailiff Emeritus
Rene Tonna-Barthet GCSJ GCMSJ
CMSJ & Bar MMSJ, and through
the SOSJ Grand Hospitaller,
HE Bailiff May Storrie CBE
GCSJ MMSJ, and given to us for
publication in the Bulletin.
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“My wife Gertie and I were close
personal friends of Lady Rhoda
and Sir Albert McQuarrie.
We first met them in early 1990,
but we became firm friends, when
I flew with them to Vancouver,
to be enrolled as members of the
Order of St. John of Jerusalem
following on our exit from the
branch of the Order headed by Lt.
Grand Master Anthony Zammit.
Lady Rhoda had become a Dame
in the Order and, when Albert
decided to leave that branch of the
Order, she followed him and began
to take a very active part in the life
of the SOSJ in Scotland, especially
when Albert became Grand Prior
of the Grand Priory of the UK and
Ireland.
I found Rhoda to be a very
generous and gentle lady, in both
senses of the word. In the closing
stages of her life she showed her
religious side to me in her e-mails,
always trusting in the generosity
of our Lord Jesus and never as
much as a moan, in spite of the
obvious pain she was in.
One of her last statements to
me, when she was still in hospital,
and very shortly before she was
finally sent home, was “you know,
Rene, one of the benefits I have
being in this hospital is that, from
my window, I can see Sir Albert
McQuarrie Square”, a square
named after Albert in Aberdeen.
She was very deeply involved
in the life of her husband, and
knowing them at that time, as I
did, I realised that she had become
his life.
Sir Albert often spoke to me
of his deep affection and love for
Rhoda, once telling me that “she
has become my very crutch in my
older days, I do not know what to

do without her”.
Their love for each other was
very tangible and, real relationship
and when Albert passed away,
she was inconsolable for a long
period afterwards and in my last
conversation with her, all she
could really talk about was Albert.
Lady Rhoda married Sir Albert
in 1989, Sir Albert was the former
Conservative MP for Banff and
Buchan and known as the “Buchan
Bulldog”.
Since Sir Albert died in 2016
Rhoda continued to be a supporter
of the Tories, remaining active in
the local party and earlier this
year attended the opening of the
new Peterhead fish market, an
initiative for which Sir Albert had
campaigned.
North-east politicians have
expressed their great sadness
at the death of Lady Rhoda,
stating that she was always
active in the community and was
of great support to the sitting
MPs and their wives. Colin Clark,
Conservative MP for Gordon, said
the husband and wife team had
been a “double act” and Rhoda
had been the source of Sir Albert’s
strength in later years.
He went on to say that “Rhoda
would be missed by the Mintlaw
community, but there will be many
happy memories to cherish”.
Rest in Peace, Rhoda, my good
friend.”
HE Bailiff Emeritus Rene TonnaBarthet GCSJ GCMSJ CMSJ & Bar
MMSJ. @
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PRIORY OF VICTORIA

CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION

DAME VALERIE SUMNER DCSJ

Joyful luncheon will
assist Priory charities
On Saturday 17th November
Members of the Priory of Victoria
gathered for the annual Christmas
Luncheon celebration.
The venue was the beautiful
Chandelier Room at Ascot House.
The Priory Council decided
to bring the Luncheon forward
to November so as not to clash
with the many commitments that
Members have with Family, Church
and Parish, and other organisation
events, in December.
The members were delighted
to have The Grand Prior, HE Bailiff
Adjunct Professor Victor Feros and
The Prior of Queensland, Chevalier
Charles Clark, travel from
Queensland for the Luncheon.
The room looked very colourful
with a wonderful display of donated
items for the Auction and Raffles; in
particular, the Christmas Hampers
made up and donated by Dames
Susan Michalanney and Gail Smith

and Serving Sister Margaret Scott.
The Grand Prior spoke briefly
about the very successful visit of
Members of the Sovereign Order
earlier this year and the positive
dialogue that is taking place with
the Grand Priory of Australasia and

the Sovereign Order.
It was a most enjoyable
day which raised a handsome
amount for the Priory of Victoria
designated Charities.
Chevalier Bill McAuley,
Chevalier Rod Smith and friend of
the Order, Fran Henderson, led the
Guests in singing Silent Night.
The day closed with Thanks to
all involved and Farewell from the
Prior HE Bailiff Martin Conlon. @

Grand Prior Victor Feros and Dame
Susan Michalanney

Mrs Stella Conlon and Prior Bailiff
Martin Conlon

Sunshine Coast commemoration
Siege of Malta
commemoration

The normally busy social
programe of the Sunshine Coast
Priory has been somewhat
curtailed in recent months, with
many of the Members enjoying
travel overseas and interstate.
The celebration of the Relief of
the Siege of Malta was therefore
a more modest event than usual.
About fifteen Knights and Dames
marked the occasion by their
attendance at the 9.00 a.m.
Mass at the Stella Maris Catholic
DECEMBER 2019

Church in Maroochydore.
The celebrant was Father Joe
Duffy, a well-known and much
loved priest, who has served the
four parishes and their churches in
the local Catholic community for
several decades.
It was his farewell celebration
with the Order of St John, as he
retires at the end of December. As
always, the Knights and Dames
were warmly welcomed by the
congregation.
Following the Mass, most of
those who had attended enjoyed a

relaxed lunch at the Driftwood
Restaurant, Diddillibah.

Sunshine Coast Christmas
function
A Christmas gathering at the
home of Dame Jean Ledwidge on
7th December gave the Knights
and Dames of the Priory an
opportunity to end on a festive
note: the year in which the
members of the Order on the
Sunshine Coast achieved their
long-held ambition to become a
Priory. @
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QUEENSLAND COMMANDERIES

Brisbane and Gold Coast Commanderies
join to commemorate the Siege of Malta
The Brisbane and Gold Coast
Commanderies met for the
commemoration of the lifting of
the Siege of Malta in Christ Church
Anglican Church, St Lucia, on
Sunday, 8th September.
The congregation was welcomed
by the Commander of the Gold
Coast, Chevalier Ray James KSCJ,
and Brisbane Deputy Commander
Dame Leanne O’Shea, and the
officiant was Chevalier the
Reverend Bishop Emeritus Noel
Noack GCHSJ, the Chaplain of the
Brisbane Commandery. His Address
was based on the Gospel reading
from Luke Chapter 3.
The service was followed by
luncheon in the Rosewood Room
of the St Lucia Golf Club at which
Chevalier Michael Halliday, assisted
by his wife Anne, gave a slide show
presentation of the early years of
the Order of Saint John.
The Commemoration is an
important occasion in the calendar
of the Order and it is marked by
solemnity and conviviality. @

IMAGES AND TEXT FROM SSJ LEITH ROBINSON
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CELEBRATIONS AND COMMEMORATION

RAY JAMES KCSJ

Forward and upward:
foundation laid for growth
in Gold Coast Commandery

The Gold Coast Commandery is laying
the foundations for moving forward and
upward and has closed off the year with a
dinner. Commander Ray James writes:
Members had a great night in a lovely
private room at Little Truffles. There was
a lot of discussion about our future and
enormous enthusiasm to expand and grow
our numbers here on the Gold Coast. Nine
people attended a very lovely three-course
meal, all designed to be a great social event
rather than a fund-raiser.
Plans were discussed for next year and
the ideas were very positive. Apologies
were received from Dame Karen
Andrews, Donat Tom Tait, and the Prior of
Queensland. @
IMAGE:

Left to right, around the table:
David Bonifant, Janet Barrett, Bob Modystack,
Trina Hockley, Janelle Manders, Jill James,
Ray James, Madelaine Goakes, Steven Goakes

IMAGES:

Opposite page, top, left to right: Brisbane Commandery
Chaplain Chevalier the Reverend Bishop Emeritus Noel
Noack GCHSJ and Prelate Chevalier the Reverend Canon
Emeritus Bruce Maughan OAM GCSJ MMSJ.
Centre, left to right: Chancellor George Kearney, Dame
Leanne O’Shea and Chevalier David Mason
Left: Chevalier Garry Page, Dame Suzanne Bain, Dame
Desley Butters-Whitehouse
This page, left: Chevalier John Postle KSJ and Mrs Helen
Postle
Right: Mrs Ruth Noack,Dr Meg Noack, Dame Leanne
O’Shea
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To learn more about the Siege of Malta,
and its significance to the Order, visit the
History page on our website: www.osj.org.au
Also, page 10 in this edition, the history of the
Sacra Infermeria, the hospital developed by
the Order in Malta, 1674.
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QUEENSLAND PRIORY

HUMMINGBIRD HOUSE

Queensland Priory donates
to Hummingbird House
Hummingbird House is the only
Hospice in Queensland for children
facing the end of life, and their
families. It is an essential part of the
Wesley Mission, the community care
organisation of the Uniting Church.
The Priory of Queensland is currently
supporting Hummingbird House as its
chosen charity.
A small group from the Priory
visited Hummingbird House on
Wednesday 20th November to present
a cheque for $11,500. The Almoner,
Dame Dr Kay Lane presented the
cheque to Dr Fiona Hawthorne with
Chevalier Bill Mellor, Serving Sister
Sandra Griffiths and Prior Charles
Clark. Chevalier Geoffrey Batkin was
also present in his role as CEO of
Wesley Mission.

Left to right: Dame Dr Kay Lane,
Dr Fiona Hawthorne, Prior Charles Clark,
Chevalier BRIG Bill Mellor, Chevalier
Geoff Batkin

Vancouver: Complete
Program now available
SOSJ Sovereign Council 14 to 20 September 2020
The Registration Form and the
complete Program for this big
event in Vancouver next year are
now available. They are being
circulated to all Members of
the Order in Australia by email
and can also be accessed on the
SOSJ website either through
sosjinternational.org or as
detailed in the forms.
The program includes a free
day for touring, two intense days
16

of Sovereign Council, another
day on which an Investiture and
Service in the Cathedral will
be held, and choice of two postconference tours. This conference
gives not only an opportunity to
witness a top governing body of
the SOSJ in action, but also thee
meeting of like-minded people
from many parts of the world.
Plan your next trip to Canada
in 2020.
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