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Welcome to the December 2015 
Issue of the International Newsletter Part 2.

This Newsletter contains general news and detailed reports of the Investitures 
in Finland and Denmark.

Dame Sister Diana Stano, DJSJ  has been on the staff of 
Ursuline College in Cleveland for 37 years and 
President for the past 18 years.  She retired as 
President in June 2015.

Sister Diana has a Bachelor’s degree in Chemistry and 
a PhD. in Science Education.  During her career with 
the College Sister Diana created many new adult and 
graduate programs.  As President she established a 
cooperative exchange programs with the Wenzao 
Ursuline College of Languages in Taiwan, and in 
mainland China for Chinese students there to study 
under the Ursuline MBA program.  She also travelled 
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extensively in Europe, Africa, South America and the 
United States.

Dame Diana was instrumental in adding sports 
programs at the College.  She led the efforts to 
rebuild the new athletic facility to replace the former 
one destroyed by a tornado in 2013.  The new center 
bears her name.

Sister Diana is the Chaplain of the Cleveland 
Commandery as is the only woman to hold that title 
in the 900+ year history of the Sovereign Order.

We congratulate Dame Sister Diana Stano on her 
accomplishments and wish her every success in her 
future endeavours

NEW INTERNATIONAL WEBSITE

The Sovereign Order decided to develop a new 
website as a result of discussions in Malta last year.  
The new site will have a public section aimed at 
prospective Aspirants, and a members-only section, 
which will include a more extensive history, the Rules 
we operate by, Regalia and much more information.

The first version of the site will be in test mode in 
mid-November.  The site is expected to be generally 
available at the end of February.

Note that all members will have a password to access 
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the members-only section.

We will keep you informed of progress with this 
project.

INVESTITURE IN HYVINKÄÄ, FINLAND 
29TH OF AUGUST 2015

By Dag von Schantz, GCSJ PUHO CMSJ

Grand Conservator Dag von Schantz and Bailiff May Storrie

The Finnish units of the Sovereign Order are a quite 
recent addition to our organization. A few years 
ago, Grand Prior of Dacia, Johan Knickrehm GCSJ, 
got in touch with an autonomous priory in Finland, 
and following some negotiations, this unit joined 
the Sovereign Order. It has since grown into a Grand 
Priory with three Commanderies and more than 100 
Knights and Dames, and become a great asset to the 
Order.

On August 29th, several weeks of preparations 
culminated in an investiture which took place in the 
Old Church of Hyvinkää, a village about 50 km from 
Helsinki. It is a place that one may from a certain 
perspective; think of as “deep in the woods”. Going 
from Helsinki, you will soon be on a road where all 
you see is trees. Tall pine trees dominate the mix of 
different trees, and then there are lakes scintillating 
in between. Southern Finland in the late summer is 
lush and deep, deep green.

The hotel where we stayed was also totally 
surrounded by the wood. Through the large 
panorama windows in the restaurant, your eyes met 
a wall of trees just a few steps away, with an 

underwood of blueberry bushes and flowers. I went for 
a walk in the woods, and while listening to the birds, 
rehearsed some Finnish phrases to get them right for 
the investiture. While thinking about the intricacies of 
the Finnish language, I came to think that this 
mysterious language must have appeared by talking 
to the trees! It is horribly difficult to learn, and has a 
rhythm that may be likened to a woodpeckers pecking 
on the trunk of a tree, including some very un-English 
vowel sounds that contribute to a very unique melody.
When emerging from the woods, I had to look back to 
make sure I was not followed by any of those creatures 
that populate Finnish folklore, and switch my mind 
back to the life of men. In the hotel, I met with Bailiff 
May Storrie CBE GCSJ MMSJ, Lt. Grand Commander for 
Europe, who arrived in Helsinki almost at the same time 
as I did, bringing a close friend, Mrs. Lola Christie, with 
her. Already at the airport, we met hospitality. We were 
collected at the airport by Dame Eija and Knight Brother 
Markku Björkbacka, and taken to the hotel, where little 
by little we would meet other members of the Order 
and dine with some of them.

Come Saturday, with sunny weather – a slow morning, a 
day perfect for an investiture. Following a final 
perfecting course in Finnish pronunciation with HE 
Tuomo Pälviranta KCSJ, and an unexpected search to 
find the church, we arrived in time for a short rehearsal. 
The Commandery of Southern Finland had received a 
new flag, which was to be consecrated right before the 
investiture ceremony. So, an hour before the investiture, 
a special ceremony was carried out, nailing the flag to 
its pole. All present members of the Order stepped 
forward on the calling of their name, received the 
hammer and struck a blow to one nail. There were many 
of them. That flag will never fall from the pole!
The investiture proper began at 4:00 PM (16:00), and 
after the traditional inauguration, a number of Dames 
and Knights were promoted to the rank of Dames and 
Knights of Grace. Giving promotions is always a great 
pleasure. It gives an opportunity to face some of those 
Dames and Knights who have spent time and effort to 
serve the Order and its purpose. In the Finnish Grand 
Priory, the great majority of the members seem to be 
both active and inspired. This signals a very motivating 
and present leadership.

Once promotions were completed, Grand Prior Markku 
Salmenpohja KCJSJ, followed by Bailiff May Storrie, 
delivered the diploma and congratulated each one 
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individually.

Following the promotions we received two new 
Dames and eight new Knights. A long line of excellent 
individuals lined up and took the oath that will bind 
them to the Order for the rest of their lives. We all 
know that it takes quite some commitment to do 
something of such range and scope in one’s life. Two 
of the new Knights had taken a break in the middle 
other commitments, in one case from a film shooting, 
in order to be received into the Order. A few minutes 
later, the whole line had been dubbed, received, and 
was dressed up with the robe and insignia of the 
Sovereign Order, smiling as they received the 
diplomas and congratulations from the Grand Prior 
and the Bailiff from Scotland.

The religious elements of the ceremony were 
conducted by the Prelate Hannu Salonoja supported 
by Chaplain Matti Tenkanen and as ADC served, like in 
Tampere a few years ago, Tuomo Pälviranta.
Once back out in the sunshine there was a photo 
session and then return to the hotel where we had 
just the time to bring our things to our rooms and 
brush up before receiving the aperitif. The gala 
banquet seated about 80 people, some of whom 
were guests. The meal was delicious, first class, 
including some of the finest reindeer meat I have ever 
tasted. Being Norwegian, I have had a lot of it!
Following the main course I delivered a short address 
to the assembly, bringing greetings from our Grand 
Master David Rolfe and the members of the Petit 
Conseil, being translated into Finnish by Tuomo 
Pälviranta. Bailiff May Storrie also spoke and brought 
with her greetings from Grand Commander Owen 
Brown. Grand Prior Markku Salmenpohja then deliv-
ered a somewhat lengthy speech (in Finnish) which 
was very well received. Finally, one of the new Knights 
rose, expressing, on behalf of all the new members, 
their appreciation for being admitted into the 
Sovereign Order.

Towards the end of the banquet, the Cross of Merit 
of the Grand Priory of Saint Henrik was awarded to 
Knight Brothers Tuomo Pälviranta, Esko Raipia and 
Matti Frantsila for their excellent services and 
contributions to the works of the Grand Priory. 
Into the night, there was a lot of mingling and I took 
the opportunity to meet some of the new members. 

Behind their faces, I could read a serious 
commitment, which would quickly translate into a 
lot of humour and generosity. I also came to realize 
that there is a lot of talent and competence that has 
become part of the Grand Priory and of particular 
interest to me was to learn to know a young couple of 
singers, a soprano and a tenor. 

It is always with some sadness that one discovers the 
night has an end. It was time to thank the Grand Prior 
and the Commander of the Commandery of Southern 
Finland, Jouko Rita KSJ, who had been responsible for 
the investiture. There are so many fine Knights and 
Dames who should all receive thanks for the efforts 
they put into this very successful investiture.
In the early morning mists, I went outside to meet the 
driver who would take me to the airport. Waiting with 
the driver was Honorary Commander of the 
Commandery of Tampere, Esko Raipia, KJSJ, this 
wonderful friend and brother who had arranged the 
transport and got up to say goodbye. My stay in 
Finland ended with a great hug, which kept me warm 
in the chilly morning as we drove out of the woods 
and onto the autoroute.

Grand Commander Markku Salmenpohja 
addressing the Aspirants
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INVESTITURE IN SVENDBORG, 
DENMARK 31ST OF OCTOBER 2015

By Dag von Schantz, GCSJ PUHO CMSJ

The Grand Priory of Dacia, covering the Scandinavian 
countries Denmark, Norway and Sweden, has had its 
ups and downs in the recent years, yet, due to the 
initiative of Commander of the Commandery Saint 
Knud Hertug (Canute the Duke), Michael Gertsen 
KCJSJ, Dacia once again hosted an investiture in the 
classical style of the Order.

It is not often that the church is full of people when 
the Order carries out an investiture, but this time 
there were at least twice as many spectators as there 
were participants. A small article in the papers a
 couple of days in advance and a TV interview with 
the Commander the night before had inspired a 
lot of people to leave their cosy Danish homes, TV 
entertainment and Saturday family gatherings, and 
come to the old Saint Nicolai church to experience 
the historical wind passing through their little city of 
Svendborg.

Situated at the southern shores of Denmark’s central 
island of Fyn, Svendborg is a small town of some 30 
thousand people; a town with small wood and brick 
houses and restaurants with an atmosphere that 
might create associations with the ambience of 
Hobbit life in the Shire (JRR Tolkien). Although Danes 
do not have hairy toes, they have an extraordinary 
sense of the small, of houses close to one another, 
narrow streets, courtyards and low ceilings. Thus, 
Svendborg is a place as opposite of New York, 
Moscow or Shanghai as one may possibly get.
In this small city at about a stone’s throw away from 
each other, there are two rather dominating 
churches, one of which is the medieval Church of 
Saint Nicolai. It was used by our Order in ancient 
times and now it was time to renew the Order’s 
relation to its walls and its nave.

This time, the investiture had drawn members and 
guests from countries outside the Dacia region, 
among whom we welcomed Bailiff May Storrie, Prior 
Alan McCulloch from Scotland, Grand Prior Martin 
Marschner von Helmreich and spouse, Commander 
Jacqueline Marschner von Helmreich from Monaco 
and Prior Kurt Schaller as well as Bailiff Heinrich 

Kleeberg from Germany. Among our prominent 
guests from other Orders were the Lt. Grand Master, 
Peter Gabrielsen, and Bailiff Torkild Hagn-Meincke 
from OSJ Malta, and the Ambassador of GRM, Finn 
Skougaard-Ebenhecht, together with a number of 
other members from the two Orders. This resulted in 
both the renewal of old relations and new ones being 
created. Getting together like this at investitures gives 
members of the Sovereign Order a unique 
opportunity to meet and develop international 
relationships. It also helps keeping good inter-Order 
relationships alive.

In the Danish and French tradition, there is not a 
long procession of all members entering the church 
according to grade and rank. All have been assigned 
a seat in advance, and only the officers charged with 
ceremonial duties makes up a small procession being 
led into the church by the Master of the Ceremonies 
while the organ preludium resonates in the nave. 
After wishing everyone welcome with greetings from 
our Grand Master, the opening ceremony, including 
the lighting of the candles representing the chivalry 
and the ancestors, the reading of the opening prayers 
and the allocution, was completed.
Two Knights were then promoted to the grade of 
Grace and then installed as Commanders. They were 
Knight Brothers Christian von Düring, Germany, and 
Per Østergaard, Denmark. They are now 
Commanders of the Commandery of South Germany 
and of the Commandery of Saint Kjeld (Saint Ketillius) 
in north Jutlandia, Denmark. They have both served 
the Order well for a number of years and have proven 
their ability to take charge and bring about results. 
Following the promotions we received one new 
Cleric, four new Knights and three new Dames into 
the Order: from Germany, Margarethe Herwig and 
Ralf Herwig, from Monaco, the Reverend Peter Miln 
and Rose Dominique Smaniotto, and from Denmark, 
Charlotte Bjørn Larsen, Tim Nielsen, Torben 
Lindholm and Jens Andersen Vexø. At this investiture 
we re-introduced the ancient ceremony of the 
Chivalric Baptism, where each recipient cleanses his 
or her hands with water in order to prepare to serve 
with clean hands. They all took the vow of the Order 
and were then properly inducted into the Order. 
After the completion of their investiture, they were 
individually invited to light their candle on the side 
altar. They were told that it is our custom twice to 
light a candle for them, on the day of their 
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The fact is that the investiture owes a major part of 
its success to their cooperation. They deserve our 
greatest respect and gratitude for an excellent job 
done! Nor shall we forget thanks to Grand Prior 
Johan Knickrehm who monitored the process from far 
away, working in the Caucasian Republic of Georgia, 
and Commander Per Østergaard for managing the 
photographing and putting together a magnificent 
photographic document in just three days following 
the investiture – and of course not forgetting all those 
other hands!
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The newsletter is for all members of the Sovereign Order 
providing news and activities throughout the Order.  Please 

advise the International Office if you and other members are not 
receiving the newsletters.

reception and on the first investiture following their 
death. Once the eight lights shone forth, the 
following words were spoken to them: “We wish that 
your life may become such that when the second 
candle is lit for you in this circle, it can be said, that 
in your calling, you have been like the flame: Illumi-
nating, Warming and Purifying.” The lighting of the 
individual candle is quite a solemn moment, since 
it introduces their personal light into our Order and 
reminds each one of death.

Accompanying the investiture was beautiful music 
by Ralph Vaughan Williams, Niels la Cour and Samuel 
Wesley for organ and choir, as well as three psalms. 
The local Vicar, Mette Jørgensen, held an enlightening 
sermon to conclude the investiture.

The gala banquet was held at Hotel Svendborg, where 
most of the participants stayed. As is our tradition 
in Demark, we toast the Queen before sitting down. 
Then we had a delicious three-course meal with the 
main course served twice (for those who managed..). 
As principal officer of the Order present, it was my 
duty to address the assembly with greetings from our 
Grand Master David Rolfe and the members of the 
Petit Conseil, as well as our two former Grand Mas-
ters, Yves de Villepin and Ivar Castenschiold. I then 
congratulated the promoted Commanders, the new 
Cleric and the new Knights and Dames. It was also a 
pleasure to congratulate one of the longest standing 
members of the Order, Bailiff Heinrich Kleeberg with 
his 81 birthday, yet a very young man still!
Short speeches were also delivered by Lt. Grand 
Master OSJ Malta, Peter Gabrielsen and GRM 
Ambassador Finn Skougaard-Ebenhecht as well as our 
own Bailiff May Storrie, Grand Prior Johan Knickrehm, 
Commander Michael Gertsen and from one of the 
new Knights, Tim Nielsen, speaking for the new 
members. We also had an excellent toastmaster in 
Michael Pagh, who brought us through it all and 
concluded the banquet with style. Then we continued 
into the night, mingling in the bar.

The next morning it was goodbyes to those who were 
up by early breakfast and then facing an eight-hour 
drive back to Oslo, Norway. Driving was our excellent 
Master of the Ceremonies, Arild Løkken, who 
together with Commander Michael Gertsen had 
pieced together every detail of the investiture, 
cooperating the past few months on long to-do lists. 


