
Bringing Hope and Change to Belle Glade  
One Child at a Time

How Can I Help – An Opportunity
The goal of The Sovereign Order of St. John of Jerusalem 
Knights Hospitaller, Commandery of the Palm Beaches (SOSJ) is 
to raise $225K, the first year of the three-year, $500K campaign. 
We are well on our way. We need your help.

The First Haitian Baptist Church of Belle Glade Children and 
Youth Development Center, Inc. is a 501(c) (3) organization.       

Please make your donation to: 
SOSJ, Commandery of the Palm Beaches                                                     
Note: Restricted to Belle Glade Project                                                                                                                    

Please mail your donations to:
SOSJ, Commandery of the Palm Beaches
P. O. Box 764    
Palm Beach, FL 33480

A project supported by the Sovereign Order of St. John of Jerusalem Knights 
Hospitaller, Commandery of the Palm Beaches. 

Who We Are 
In 1995, a children’s program began in a trailer in Belle Glade. Its purpose was to 
tutor children in the community with their homework and to keep them safe and 
off the streets. This after-school program helped parents, who often didn’t speak 
English and worked long hours in the fields nearby. This program was started by 
the First Haitian Baptist Church.

Later, the Church bought the property, which included a late 1960s building that 
was originally a house, converted to apartments. With renovation, it offered a 
place to hold classes and a grassy area for the children to play.

The First Haitian Baptist Church and Community Center is owned by the Church 
and managed by Pastor Morales St. Hilaire and his family – wife Anne, daughter 
Mona, son Morana and the church members. 

Originally a migrant farm worker and seasonal outreach worker for 29 years, 
Pastor Morales works tirelessly for the poor of Belle Glade. As Pastor, is a 
continuous presence at the Center, he helps to make sure that many special 
needs are addressed. The school principals in Belle Glade know him well and call 
upon him to see that individual family issues can be resolved and the child, as 
a whole, benefits. Parents and teachers often say the kids are going to “Pastor 
Morales.” The nickname for the Center.

What we Do
The Youth and Children Development Center holds classes for more than 120 
students, from kindergarten to 8th grade. They are transported by the church’s 
bus.  Middle-high school students, plus college and young adult volunteers 
help tutor the young ones at the Center expanding its reach in the community. 
Grandparents and others volunteer to feed the kids and organize activities. The 
Center boasts alumni, who are now attending college and becoming leaders in 
their community and beyond.   

“ I was a student at the Center in kindergarten as an immigrant child. There, 
I had access to great mentors who helped me learn English and various 
life skills.  As I matured, I became more involved with the program, first as 
a student mentor, then as a student principal. I learned leadership, team 
building, and communication skills. I was then able to share these skills with 
younger students and watch them succeed as I did. My goal is to obtain a 
Masters in Social Work and return to Belle Glade to help my community.”

Rose Sintulaire, Family, Youth, and  
 Community Science Student at University of Florida.  



Estimated Cost ...............$500,000*

Steel Structure .................$96,630.82

Building materials ............$168,000

Code and permits ............$5,000 to $10,000

Parts and labor ................$68,000

Zoning and planning ........$50,000

Equipment .......................$5,000

Architect ..........................$6,400

Contractor .......................$100,000

*First floor only, classrooms on a second floor 
will be added at a later time.

Proposal 
Summary
The City will demolish the existing 
two buildings used for classroom 
activities, food prep/cooking and 
storage allowing a new 5,000 sq. 
ft., multi-purpose building to be 
built. The plan includes: 

 1. Entrance/waiting area

 2. Classrooms ((7)

 3. Offices (2)

 4. Cafeteria

 5. Kitchen

 6. Restrooms

 7. Storage

Programs
The Development Center focuses on 
education for children and young teens. 
Monday, the focus is reading; Tuesday, 
math; Wednesday, science and social 
studies; Thursday, Creole; Friday is 
church.

In addition, the Center hopes to expand 
programs to include a senior’s program 
and cultural programming, along with 
space for a nursery and children’s area, 
when church services are being held at 
the church. 

This will be a true, community center 
for the Belle Glade Haitian community 
and all others, who wish to participate 
in a safe and productive environment.

Bringing Hope and Change to Belle Glade 
One Child at a Time

The Need
Many of us have heard the stories about the children in Belle Glade. Parents 
working in the fields, worrying about their kids after school, hoping they are safe 
and that they don’t get into trouble. Parents not being able to help their kids with 
their homework, because they themselves speak limited English. Enough food at 
home? Not often enough.

We hear the kids, with their spirit and joy of learning, feeling safe, being fed. Some 
come to the U.S. from Haiti, not knowing English and feel lost at school. They love 
the place where they can be taught in Creole and then in English so they can excel.

However, the old 1960s house, where these children attend after-school care, is 
beyond repair and too small to teach the 120 + children, who arrive every day. In 
the future, this number will increase. A new building is needed, urgently. You can 
make a difference. Let’s help these kids develop and prosper.   

LET’S GET THIS BUILDING BUILT!

The Plan 
The First Haitian Baptist Church plans to construct a new multi-purpose facility in 
response to the growth and needs of the children in the Belle Glade community. 
Established as a 501(c) (3) non-profit organization in 2013, the Church has executed 
plans and drawings that will include classrooms, a commercial kitchen, restrooms, 
conference rooms, storage and offices.

It is estimated that $500,000 is needed, which will include in-kind donations from the 
construction trades, private donations and corporate support. 

Funds are being raised by the church, The Sovereign Order of St. John of Jerusalem 
Knights Hospitaller, Commandery of the Palm Beaches, (SOSJ) and private individuals. 
The SOSJ has made a three-year commitment to raise funds needed to build the new 
Development Center. It is expected that the greater Palm Beach County community will 
support the Church to build this multi-purpose building for the children of Belle Glade. 

“ The First Haitian Baptist Church Youth & Children Development Center has been one of the cornerstones of my success; not only as a Marine, but as a man. This 
program prepared me for adulthood, while I was still a child. I was taught discipline, how to be a man of character, and how to always to be a hard worker. Being raised 
in a very difficult environment in the “projects,” those key components helped me to live above this influence and ultimately helped me to make the decision to become 
a United States Marine.” 

SERGEANT JIMMY SAINT JEAN, UNITED STATES MARINE CORP


