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Grand Commander’s Report
The Sovereign Council
Meeting was held in
Cleveland, Ohio, on the
26th and 27th September
followed by a Service of
Investiture and a post
SCM tour.
I want to
congratulate Prior Janet
Miller and her team for
the
tremendous
organization in ensuring
everything ran smoothly.
I would also thank
Chevalier Rustom Khouri, Dame Mary Khouri, and
Chevalier Richard Fleischmann for their kind and
generous hospitality by opening their personal homes,
which was greatly appreciated by all of the members
who attended.
Since the sad passing of our Grand Master H.M.E.H.
Bailiff David Rolfe GCSJ, CMSJ, MMSJ, the Regency was
immediately put in place chaired by myself as first Vice
President of the Sovereign Council, Bailiff Al. Wagner
GCSJ, MMSJ, and Conventual Bailiff, Grand Hospitaller,
Patrice de Gail GCSJ As there was no election for a Grand
Master at the Sovereign Council, the Regency was voted in
for a further 180 days. The Regency acts in place of the
Grand Master to carry out the responsibilities normally
associated with that office when the Grand Master is no
longer able to perform them on a permanent basis.
The Sovereign Council directed LPC to put in place a
Nominations Committee to begin the search for a new
Grand Master. The Nominations Committee, having been
formed, comprises two members from Canada, two from
the USA, and two from Europe as follows:
Bailiff Christine Dryvynsyde GCSJ, MMSJ, Canada; Dame
Margaret Rolfe DCJSJ, MMSJ, Canada; Bailiff Grand Prior
of the Americas, Suzanne Turner GCSJ, USA; Bailiff Grand
Prior Emeritus, Glen McLaughlin GCSJ, CMSJ, MMSJ,
USA; Conventual Bailiff, Grand Hospitaller, Patrice de Gail
GCSJ, CMSJ, MMSJ, Europe; Bailiff May Storrie CBE,
GCSJ, MMSJ, Europe.
The Nominations Committee have had their first meeting
and will soon contact the members of the Sovereign Council
to seek recommendations of suitable individuals.
During the Sovereign Council meeting, five new Bailiffs
took the Oath of Office; Richard Douglas Earthy,

Vancouver; Brooks Thomas Mancini, The Sierras; Janet Lee
Miller, Eastern United States; Martin Marschner von
Helmreich,Central Europe; Joe Rude III, Grand Master
Emeritus of Hospitaller Order of St. John of Jerusalem
Knights Hospitaller, who will have joint membership in
both Orders.
Also during the Sovereign Council, as required by the
Rules, the LPC were elected. The elected Conventual
Bailiffs are as follows: Grand Commander Lawrence Owen
Brown GCSJ, CMSJ, MMSJ; Grand Marshal William Stein
GCSJ; Grand Hospitaller Patrice de Gail GCSJ, CMSJ,
MMSJ; Grand Conservator Dag von Schantz GCSJ, PUHR,
CMSJ; Grand Counsellor David Petitpierre GCSJ.
Among other points for discussion was the maximum age
for a Commander of a Unit, presently 70. The SCM
unanimously voted to increase this to 75 years of age.
As part of our ongoing succession planning a motion was
passed to form a committee of 5 members of the Sovereign
Council to consult with units throughout the SOSJ leading
to nominations of appropriate candidates for election as
officers in the future and to present a report of their
recommendations at the next Sovereign Council Meeting to
be held in Finland in June 2018.
I am delighted to report that our reunification talks
continue with the Hospitaller Order of St. John of Jerusalem
Knights Hospitaller. It is hoped Grand Master Emeritus Joe
Rude III becoming a Bailiff in the SOSJ will further
strengthen the links. A Concordat was signed in 2008
between the Grand Priory of the USA of the Hospitaller
Order and the Sovereign Order.
Membership in the SOSJ in Europe continues to grow
with the addition of three new Grand Priors, Per Ostergaard
in Dacia, Timos Juhani Laaperi in Finland and Bailiff
Martin Marschner von Helmreich in Central Europe.
I am pleased to report that the Sovereign Order is in
excellent shape with work for the Sick and Poor in Christ,
increased membership, and financial stability.
I wish you and your families a very happy, healthy 2017.
H.E. Conventual Bailiff Grand Commander
Lawrence Owen Brown
GCSJ, CMSJ, MMSJ
1st Vice President of the Regency

Sovereign Council Meeting

Priory of Scotland

The Priory of Scotland in common with all of our Order
has seen many changes since the last edition of The
European.
We have endured the loss of our beloved Grand Master,
David Rolfe, who gave so much to the Order over so many
years and greatly inspired so many of us. David will be
greatly missed by all who were privileged to know him and
our thoughts and prayers are with his wife, Margaret, who
has been such a support to David and who is so close to all
our hearts.
We also held a weekend of fun and entertainment in
August attended by members from near and far including
our generous and much valued members and friends from
Germany, Chevalier Peter Merkentrup and his wife, Eddi
and Chevalier Thomas Schimanowski and his wife Dame
Christina Schimanowski Ziffer as well as the new Grand
Prior of Dacia, Per Oestergaard and his wife, Helle. We
enjoyed a dinner courtesy of Bailiff May Storrie at her
home, dinner in Lanark hosted by Dame Lynda and me,
lunch at Cameron House on the banks of Loch Lomond
hosted by Commander Ruth and Brian Fleming, a tour of
the Glenlivet Distillery and a most convivial and
illuminating visit to the home in Aberdeenshire of former
member, Lady Rhoda McQuarrie, a most gracious hostess,
followed by lunch at the local family owned hotel. We also
had the usual marvellous experience attending the Royal
Edinburgh Military Tattoo as a grand finale to what was a
splendid long weekend.
I, along with Dame Lynda McCulloch, Bailiff May
Storrie, Commander Ruth Chappell-Fleming and Chevalier
Brian Fleming attended the Sovereign Council Meeting in

Cleveland, Ohio in September. Cleveland Commandery
rolled out the red carpet for us and exceeded everyone’s
expectations with their hospitality and superb organisation.
They have indeed set the bar high for those who follow
them in hosting a Sovereign Council Meeting.
The SCM failed on two successive days to elect a new
Grand Master by the necessary majority and accordingly a
Nominations Committee has now been instituted to select a
suitable candidate to be submitted for election in a secret
postal ballot of members of Sovereign Council.
After the serious business of the SCM we enjoyed a most
satisfactory tour, including a visit to Niagara Falls, a cruise
along the St Lawrence Seaway calling at ports from
Montreal to the open sea and ending in the historic city of
Boston. Many old friendships from previous SCM’s in
Budapest, San Francisco and Malta were renewed and many
new friendships from both sides of the Atlantic were made.
I held a successful and informative Priory Meeting in
October at The Glasgow Art Club at which I was able to
update members on the progress being made by the Priory
and to keep them updated on current developments,
including those at the SCM.
I attended the London Commandery Investiture in
November accompanied by Dame Lynda, Commander Ruth
Chappell-Fleming, who was formally installed there as
Commander of Glasgow, Chevalier Brian Fleming and
Bailiff May Storrie. The weekend was a great success and
our Brothers and Sisters in London Commandery are to be
congratulated on a job well done. Dame Lynda, Bailiff May
and I also had the opportunity to meet up once more with
Commander Lynda-May O’Brien from Vancouver, the
Commander of the Okanagan Commandery during the days
prior to the Investiture to enjoy much good food and wine
and visits to the theatre and to the House of Lords courtesy
of Dame May’s friend, Lord George Robertson.
We now look forward to the coming year with the
traditional Burns Supper on 27th January next and the
challenge of our own Investiture over the period Thursday
24th to Sunday 27th August 2017. I am delighted to confirm
that I have succeeded in securing St Mary’s Episcopal
Cathedral in Glasgow as the venue for the Investiture
ceremony and can assure members and guests of a most
warm welcome.
I look forward to a year of continuing growth for the
Commandery and Priory and to working with our new
Commander Dame Ruth Chappell-Fleming, who I am
confident will provide a steady hand on the tiller as we
move forward into the new year.
Alan McCulloch KJSJ
Prior of Scotland

Commandery of GlaSGow

Dame Lynda McCulloch and Grand Prior of
Dacia Per Oestergaard.

As the new Commander of the Glasgow Commandery I
am pleased to report the successful evening we had at
Balliff May Storrie's home on the 19th of August when
we were joined by our Brothers and Sisters from
Germany and Denmark, several of whom were excellent
singers.
Five of our Commandery visited Cleveland Ohio to attend
the Sovereign Council Meeting and Investiture where the
organisation and hospitality were second to none. Following
the Investiture, Bailiff May Storrie, Prior Alan McCulloch,
Dame Lynda McCulloch, Commander Neville Ransley and
Mrs. Penny Ransley, together with my husband Brian and I
took part in the post SCM tour.
The Glasgow Commandery were also represented at the
recent London Investiture where once again we are indebted
to all those who contributed to making this event such a
pleasant and inspiring occasion. I was delighted that a
friend’s painting which I donated for the auction, raised
£1000.
Since then, we have had a very successful Commandery
Meeting, marked by enthusiasm and conviviality. Planning
our Investiture for August 24th to 26th 2017 to be held at
The Hilton Hotel Glasgow, with the service of Investiture
taking place in St. Mary’s Cathedral, was high on the
agenda. This event will also include a visit to the Edinburgh
Military Tattoo.
We are now well advanced in planning a Burns Supper to
be held on Friday 27th of January 2017 at the Hotel Du Vin.
Commander Ruth Chappell-Fleming DGSJ

Chevalier Peter and Eddi Merkentrup with Prior Alan
McCulloch, Commander Ruth Chappell-Fleming and
Chevalier Brian Fleming

Commander Ruth Chappell-Fleming and
Chevalier Roger Wilfinger and Dame Barbara Hislop

Priory of England
Dear Brothers and
Sisters in St John,
As we all prepare to
celebrate
the
upcoming Holidays,
we reflect on 2016
remembering with
pain that we lost
our Grand Master
David Rolfe as well
as Dame Christine
Murrell
and
Chevalier
Tony
Mercer.!
David,
Christine and Tony
were great friends to all of us and inspired us with their
character, kindness and Christian Ethos.! They will
always live in our hearts and minds.
2016 was for the Commandery of London and the Priory
of England a year of unity and progress.! The year finished
with a most successful Investiture in London the weekend
of the 18-20 of November. ! New members joined the
Commandery and the Priory offering new aspirations for
our efforts to serve the sick, poor and needy of Christ. The
Investiture was attended by many Brothers and Sisters from
Europe, Canada and the USA.! We are immensely grateful
to them for the wonderful friendship and precious support.
The picture of a “sea of flags” in the procession and in the
Church the day of the Investiture , was truly amazing and
reminded us all in the most emphatic way the ecumenical
character of our Historic Order; one of the pylons of our
very existence as well as one of our greatest strengths.
All the Brothers and Sisters of the Priory of England join
me in wishing all of you to celebrate the Birth of our Lord
and the coming of 2017 with health and happiness
surrounded by family and friends !
Truly in St. John,
Professor Vassilios Papalois KJSJ
Prior of England

Tony Mercer
This morning we have been
celebrating a life well lived
– the job well done.
We all, every one of us
here, knew Tony in different
ways but we would all
acknowledge that he was a
meticulously organised man.
When Mick trawled through
Tony’s computer to find
some information for this he
found that Tony had almost
written it himself, having
worked out a short
biography and his thoughts
on various aspects of his life.
So it seems appropriate to
start with this piece from the
man himself.
‘I was born in Faversham
in Kent, where I stayed until
my early twenties. I grew up
during the war and was used to seeing dog fights and watching
them. It was during this period that I had a near miss and I still
have the bullet that flicked my trouser leg. In September 1940
the only fight between British and German forces in Britain
took place on Graveney Marshes, which was a few miles from
where I lived.’
Tony’s relationship with his older brother, Francis, was a
very important part of his life. They had a really close bond
and always called each other. They also shared a love of things
on wheels but Tony’s passion for such things was pre-eminent.
When we went for lunch with him the day before his operation
we were a bit concerned that he was driving like a teenager but
Vincent, Liz and Julia assure me he always drove like that.
Francis’ children were very close to him, Liz frequently coming
down from the Lake District to stay with him.
Something else that was of huge importance in Tony’s life
was serving at Mass and he has a little piece on that too,
proving how special that experience was to him.
‘I served my first mass on May 11th 1939 at Our Lady of
Mount Carmel in Faversham, Kent, and served on a daily basis
until my late teens when I left school and started work. I
continued to serve at weekends until I moved to London to
work, returning home to serve on special occasions. When my
late wife and I moved to Burnt Oak parish I started serving
again at weekends until we left London for Sussex, where I
started serving again.. I still serve on some weekdays as part of
an adult team and on the occasional Sunday when required.
….and if anyone was to put a foot wrong on the sanctuary
today we can expect thunderbolts. He will let us know.
Back to his notes:
‘When I left school I started as a trainee draughtsman with an
architect. Having done my national service I returned to the
architect. Early in the 1950s I moved to London to work for
the Laing’s construction company. It was early on that I met
my wife, Paula; we married in 1955 and our daughter was born
in 1959.
‘In those days I was involved in many community
organisations including churches together with local health
council and for a while was on the local town council as a

liberal. I was appointed a justice of the peace in March 1980
and remained active until I moved to Sussex in 1993.’
Tony was very proud of his service on the bench and enjoyed
it immensely.
It was a hallmark of his character that whatever task he took
on or organisation he joined he gave of his best and worked
with total commitment,
‘I stayed with Laing’s for about 30 years until with many
others I was made redundant. After that life became rather
varied. In 1984 I worked for Mencap as assistant manager on
their scheme for training unemployed people.
At the end of 1985 I went to work in Hackney in East London
joining another organisation training unemployed people. I
stayed until early 1991 when I became semi-retired.
In 1987 Tony made a remarkable journey to Peru to visit his
great friend Father Michael and he’s written nearly a book
about that!
‘In 1993 my late wife and I moved to Sussex to be near my
family. The rest as they say is history.’
Tony got stuck into this parish and made a whole new set of
friends, he was a proud member of the Hospital Chaplaincy
Team, Amnesty and Justice and Peace.
Another aspect of his life that was of huge importance to
Tony was his membership of the Knights of St. John of
Jerusalem This is how he got involved.
‘It was in the early 1970s I was asked by Tony Shell, who
was MC of the Priory in London at the time, if I would help
him at Investitures. The Order was a catholic order at that time.
I acted as cross bearer and during the investitures handed the
MC the appropriate regalia and certificate and handed the
correct robe to the knights who were doing the vesting. My
wife and I used to attend fundraising events as we both knew
many of the knights and dames.
In 1977 the prior asked that I be brought into the order, so in
that September I was appointed Donat 1st class.
Over the following years I became a knight of honour in
1981 and in 1988 I was made knight of grace. I had continued
in my role as assistant MC up to the schism in 2000, when I
joined the priory of Great Britain. At that time I was appointed
a knight of justice. My title then changed from MC to Herald
and has remained so until recently.
In 2003 I was promoted to commander of justice. In 2009 I
was given the certificate of merit for my services to the order.
I always made every effort to attend every function that was
laid down.
‘As I approached my four-score birthday I thought it was
time to hand over to someone younger as I had carried out my
role in one form or another for 33 years.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank all those knights
and dames who have supported me over the years.’
Tony suffered the blows life visited on him with great faith
and stoicism. He was much fortified by the love and care of
Mick and Christopher and by his friendship with Gerda which
gave him great happiness in his later years.
So, Tony Mercer, a son, brother, husband, father,
father-in-law,
grandfather,
uncle,
great-uncle,
great-great–uncle, friend, parishioner...and knight, REST IN
PEACE.

COMMANDERY OF LONDON
The Commandery of
London
held
its
Investiture
event
weekend on Friday 18
and Saturday 19
November 2016. The
venue was the Warren
House
Hotel,
a
traditional setting in
suburban Kingston
upon Thames in South
London.
The Weekend started
with a drinks reception
and Carvery Dinner at
the Warren House Hotel.
During the meal Dame
Lynda McCulloch from
the Glasgow Commandery was given a rousing cheer as she
cut her birthday cake. After the meal, Prior Professor
Vassilios Papalois KJSJ, who after a brief curriculum vitae on
our late Grandmaster H M E H Bailiff David R Rolfe GCSJ,
CMSJ, MMSJ and the two members of the Commandery of
London who had died since the last investiture, Chevalier
Anthony David Mercer KCJSJ, MMSJ and Dame Christine
Murrell DCSJ, gave a lecture on the History of
Transplantation (his speciality) in their honour. Dame
Margaret Rolfe DCJSJ, MMSJ, Chevalier Peter Murrell
KCJSJ and his children and members of the Mercer family
were present.
The Investiture Service was held at the nearby town of
Wimbledon, at the beautiful Sacred Heart Church in Edge
Hill. 61 Knights and Dames and 22 spouses and guests
participated. In the absence of our late beloved Grandmaster
David Rolfe, the Petit Conseil appointed H E Conventual
Bailiff Dag von Schantz GCSJ, PUHR, CMSJ as the
Presiding Officer.
The Allocution was given by Bailiff Emeritus René
Tonna-Barthet GCSJ, GCMSJ, CMSJ & Bar, MMSJ. The
officiating Clergy were led by our Prelate Chevalier the
Reverend Fr John W Wiley KJSJ assisted by Chevalier the
Reverend Deacon Gerard Irwin KSJ. The conduct of the
Ceremony was overseen by the Marshall of the Grand Priory
of the UK and Ireland Chevalier John Pettit KCHS, KCSJ
and the Herald of the Commandery Chevalier Daniel Larkin
KSJ who ably ensured that the whole event ran smoothly.
The Proclamation was read by Dame Vana
Papalois-Theodosopoulou DJSJ.
What was special about this Investiture was that so many
Commanderies were represented from the Americas and
Europe. We had visitors from the Commandery of San
Francisco, Dame Ranveig Elvebakk Farren DSJ and
Chevalier John Rosin KSJ who is a frequent visitor and
friend of our Commandery. It was a pleasure to have with us
Dame Margaret Rolfe DCJSJ, MMSJ from the Vancouver
Commandery one of whose new members, Chevalier Robert
James Macdonald KSJ was invested at this Service. Also
present was Commander Lynda-May O’Brien DCJSJ of the
Okanagan Commandery accompanied by Chevalier Matthew
Casey KCSJ.
During the Investiture Service two new Grand Priors were
inducted: Chevalier Timo Juhani Lääperi KJSJ as Grand

Prior of St Henrik, Finland and Chevalier Per Michael
Østergaard KJSJ as Grand Prior of Dacia, Denmark. Two
new Commanders were also inducted at the Service:
Chevalier Dr Michael Assländer KGSJ as Commander of
North Germany and Dame Ruth Chappell-Fleming DGSJ as
Commander of Glasgow, Scotland.
Ten new members were invested from various
Commanderies in Europe. The London Commandery
invested Dame Barbara de Rueda DSJ, an artist from Spain
and Damoiselle Zoe Athena Papalois DDJ, the daughter of
our Prior, Chevalier Vassilios Papalois KJSJ. Other
Commanderies had a number of Knights and Dames
invested: Chevalier Lars Hawaleschka Madsen KSJ, from
Denmark, Chevalier David Oliver Rodriquez KSJ, from
Monaco and from South Germany Chevalier Christian
Henrich Saxen KSJ, Dame Christiane von Duering DSJ,
Chevalier Dr Ludwig Weber KSJ, Dame Dr Rosemarie
Weber DSJ, and Chevalier Roger Franz Wilfinger KSJ. We
wish all our new members many happy years in the Order.
The inductees and aspirants from Europe were supported
by many of the officers of the Order which included H E
Bailiff Lieutenant to the Grand Commander (Europe) May
Storrie CBE, GCSJ, MMSJ, and many from the relevant
Grand Priories and Commanderies including H E Bailiff
Grand Prior for Central Europe Martin Marschner von
Helmreich GCSJ, and the Prior for Central Europe Kurt
Schaller KJSJ.
Also present were HE Bailiff Emeritus Grand Prior
Heinrich Kleeberg GCSJ, PUHR, MMSJ; Prior Eric Le
Bihan KJSJ, Brittany; Prior Alan McCulloch KJSJ, Scotland;
Commander Jukka Heinijoki KGSJ, Tampere; Commander
Jacqueline Marshner von Helmreich DCSJ, Monaco/Italy;
Commander Dr Christian von Duering KGSJ, South
Germany.
After the investiture and photo sessions, the Gala Dinner
was held at the Warren House Hotel during which the
inductees were presented with their warrants and those
invested with their certificates.
This was also an opportunity for members to obtain
Christmas Cards, specially designed for the Order by the late
Dame Christine Murrell DSJ; to hold a silent auction for a
painting donated by the Commander of Scotland Dame Ruth
Chappelle-Fleming DJSJ and her husband Chevalier Brian
Fleming KSJ. The silent auction was won by one of the new
Knights of Honour Chevalier Roger Franz Wilfinger KSJ.
Our thanks to all those who donated on the night or sent
cheques to the Commandery. The money raised from the
donations and auction will go towards the charities supported
by the London Commandery.
This weekend would not have been the success it was were
it not for the assistance of many members of the Grand
Priory. Special thanks go to Dame Lynda McCulloch DGSJ
from the Commandery of Glasgow who ensured we had all
the robes and regalia required. Much time and effort was put
in by many members of our Commandery in particular by
the
Deputy
Commander,
Dame
Vana
Papalois-Theodosopoulou DJSJ, whose patience and
dedication made the investiture a truly professional event in
the Christian spirit of the Sovereign Order.
Commander Neville Ransley KGSJ
London Commandery
25 November 2016

London Investiture

Grand Priory of Central Europe
Dear Dames and
Brothers of our
beloved Order
of Saint John,
The
most
important event
of this second
semester
was
clearly
the
Sovereign
Council Meeting
in Cleveland at
the
end
of
September. It was
h o w e v e r
preceded by the
superb ceremony
of Investiture for our Finnish brothers in Tampere Finland.
In November I attended the Priory of England, London
Commandery Investiture where several Aspirants were
knighted which allowed us to form the second German
Commandery.
Returning to the Finnish Investiture ceremony where one
of our Aspirants Sister Martine of the Commandery of
Monaco was invested with other Finnish Aspirants. The
organization and reception in Tampere was tremendous and
we were all warmly welcomed by our Finnish Brothers and
Sisters and now look forward to June 2018 when Finland
will host our next Sovereign Council. I wish to thank again
our Finnish Brothers and Sisters for the warm welcome
which they always give us.
In September the Sovereign Council Meetings took place
in Cleveland, which unfortunately did not result in the
election of a Grand Master from the candidate presented by
the Regency on the proposal of the LPC.
Despite two
separate votes, the candidate failed to get the two thirds
majority required. The Regency was then voted in for a
further 180 days and instructed by the Sovereign Council
to establish a Nominating Committee to invite
recommendations from suitable individuals for the position
of Grand Master.
During the London Investiture we were very proud to see
Brother Michael Assländer take the Oath as Commander of
the new North German Commandery and also to receive
seven new Dames and Knights into our Grand Priory, one in
the Monaco-Italy Commandery and the Others in the
German Commanderies.
As usual, the welcome of our Brothers and Sisters in the
United Kingdom and especially the London Commandery,
was exceptional. Warren House remains “a must” for
Investitures in England and I take the opportunity to thank
again all our members in the Commandery of London who

made the Investiture such a memorable occasion.
You will find in the articles of the Commanderies of
Central Europe information of their activities, and I would
also point out the creation of the website for the
Monaco-Italy Commandery.
In union of prayers in Saint John, God bless us all,
Your Brother Martin
Bailiff Grand Prior

COMMANDERY OF MONACO
IN FORMATION
We are already
at the end of
2016. We think
that several facts
are
worth
noting.
We continue, of
course, regularly
to take care of the
Iraqi and Syrian
refugees hosted in
the Principality
and in Beausoleil
(France).
As planned, we
travelled with the
refugees
to
Bargemon (Var commune) to participate in a large outdoor
picnic and donated a vehicle, in the name of the Order, to
the priest of the parish in charge of the integration of other
Iraqi refugees living there.
Deeply touched by the death of H.M.E.H. Grand Master
David ROLFE GCSJ, CMSJ, MMSJ, Baillif Brother
Martin, Grand Prior of Central Europe asked one of our
Brothers of the Commandery of Monaco to represent the
Grand Priory of Central Europe at the funerals in Cleveland
on July 26. Brother Philippe Chaber attended the ceremony,
accompanied by his wife, Fabienne.
We went, Brother Martin and I to Tampere (Finland) at
the end of August. Aspirant Dame Martine Deplanche was
invested in the Order of Saint John. We are pleased to
welcome her in the Monegasque Commandery.
We were committed to helping victims of the earthquake
in Umbria, Italy, which took place at the end of August.
Our call for donations was heard and two of our Brothers,
with the help of the Italian Commander Anselmo Sarchi,
transported two tons of essential food and two tons of
clothing to the warehouses of the Capuchin Friars in
Pontedecimo (Genoa). Three-quarters of the donations went
to the Italian victims of the earthquake and the remainder
was sent to the headquarters of the Congregation of the
Capuchin Friars in Bangui, Central Africa, for the most
disadvantaged.
Some of our Dames and Brothers of the Commandery
were privileged, on October 15, to share a great moment of
contemplation and fraternity at the Monastery of Cimiez
(Nice), at the invitation of the Prior of France Alain
Colorado, OSJ, at the Investiture Ceremony and the Gala
Dinner offered by the Grand Commander, in the presence of
Their Royal Highnesses Prince Karl Vladimir
Karadjordjevic of Yugoslavia, Grand Master of the OSJ,
Saint John, Knights Hospitallers, and His wife, Princess
Birgitta.

We are pleased to welcome a new Brother in our
Commandery, Mr. David Rodriguez, during the London
Investiture on November 19.
We decided to share another deep moment by joining our
Brothers of OSJ France in Nice on December 11 to go to
the San Salvadour hospital in Hyères (Var) to participate in
a distribution of toys for sick children. Our Dames and
Brothers of the Commandery have been generous and I
thank them.
I would like to personally thank Mrs Perrine Hein
(Swenqa Monaco) who has finalised our new website
graciously. I congratulate her on her excellent work done.
(www.sosj-monaco-italy.org)
I began by talking about the refugees, and I will finish by
indicating that the Prince Albert II of Monaco’s Foundation,
through its Director of Communication, intends to talk
about the various projects of the Foundation to the refugees.
The majority of our Dames and Brothers of the
Commandery are involved. In addition to the obvious
interest of this presentation, for which everyone has
expressed a keen interest, we are delighted to see that these
Iraqi and Syrians people are, for the most part, able to
follow this conference in French.
Commander Jacqueline Marschner von Helmreich
DCSJ

COMMANDERY OF ITALY
IN FORMATION
During March
the
members
from
the
Commandery
visited
and
prayed in the
Abbey
of
Hautecombe in
France which
was founded by
the Cistercian
Friars in the
X11
century.
Also
during
March we had a
meeting with
H.E.
Bailiff
Grand Prior of Central Europe, Martin Marschner von
Helmreich and Commander of Monaco, Dame
Jacqueline Marschner von Helmreich to discuss new
activities planned for the Commandery.
In the month of April in Turin and Genoa we distributed
funds to the Salesian Oratory for the youth in Vynnyky,
Ukraine and the Sanctuary of Our Lady of the Guard for
charity.
During the month of May we visited St. Michael,
Monrovia (CUNEO) to the Monastery of St. Anthony the
Abbot, said prayers with our Brother Chevalier Mgr. Basilio
III KSJ, for peace in Syria, Ukraine and held a Requiem
Mass for Dame Christine Murrell DCSJ, MMSJ. We
donated funds and donations of church candles, books,
household articles and food stuffs. For the Mission in
Romania we donated children’s clothes, exercise books,
pencils and other school material.
Also during May in Trieste, we attended Holy Mass in
the Church of the Blessed Virgin of Rosary and in Ottawa,
Canada, we attended a blessing “May the Holy Spirit of
Pentecost descend upon Italian and Monegasque Knights”
by Bishop Serge A. Theriault of Christian Catholic Rite of
Community Churches (I.C.C.C.)
In June we met in Monaco with H.E. Bailiff, Grand Prior,
Martin Marschner von Helmreich and Commander of
Monaco, Dame Jacqueline von Helmreich and other
Monegasque Knights and attended afternoon prayers in the
Church of St. Nicholas with Chevalier Fabrice Tummers.
In Turin during July we raised funds for the Don Bosco
Foundation for the school at Zepce in Bosnia-Herzegovina
for new computers and in August in Isoverde, Genoa, we
met with Chevaliers Fabrice Tummers and George Romain
Sardi from Monaco and attended prayers in the Church of
St. Michael at Gallaneto, donating clothes for the Mission
in Romania.

Priory of Brittany
As we do every
year,
in
O c t o b e r,
Knights and
Dames of the
Priory met at
the Cistercian
Abbey of “La
Joie
Notre
Dame", for a
two
day
retreat.
The
board
meeting of our
charity association was held on the Saturday morning under
the presidency of Chevalier Philippe Vincent. Work on the
modernisation of the buildings and improvement of the
comfort of the employees was carried out in 2016 and we
hope to hold an inauguration event at the beginning of
2017.
In the afternoon, we
heard a presentation
and a testimonial
about an association
created by a couple to
teach children from
villages in Cambodia.
We have decided to
help them. Then
Pastor Alexandersson gave an exciting presentation on
Saint Peter in the Gospels. At the end of the day, we listened
to the founder of the Fraternity of the Ark of the Epiphany
who explained to us what he was doing: organising a
community of families to help people in difficulty to live
from the produce of their agricultural production. We also
decided to support them.

Commander Anselmo Sarchi
visit to Orthodox Monastery

In September in St. Michael Monrovia (CUENO) we
attended Holy Requiem Mass for H.M.E.H. Grand Master
David Rolfe, GCSJ, CMSJ, MMSJ.
Also during this
month we donated funds to the Old Catholic Church for
Mission in Equatorial Guinea headed by Exarch John, and
in Modena funds to the Catholic School in Douala in
Cameroon.
In September in Rome our Chaplain Chevalier Mgr.
Basilio III KSJ was appointed Metropolite of the Bulgarian
Orthodox Church in Italy.
Chevalier Anselmo Sarchi KCSJ
Commander Commadery of Italy in Formation

Conservateur
José Dayot

Fra Bernard Lévêque

Baillif
Patrice de Gail

Fra Georges de
Rémond du Chelas

Commander
Marie-Annick
Durand-Perdriel

Commander Jean-Yves
Beaune de Paysat

Prieural Council

Knights and Dames after the Mass

On Sunday morning the Prieural Council was held under
the authority of our Prior, Eric Le Bihan. We were not very
numerous because unfortunately many members were sick
or had family obligations but we had the joy of receiving
Baillif Patrice de Gail. Chevalier Rémy Leprette gave a
summary of the Sovereign Council Meeting in Cleveland.
Very good news: There will be an Investiture on the 24th
of June 2017 during the Feast of Saint John at the abbey
“La Joie Notre Dame.” Please put this date in your diary!
After the Chapter meeting we attended Mass and our
retreat ended with a meal together at the Abbey.
As always, this weekend was an opportunity to share
experiences, listen to lectures and pray together.
A container for Benin in Africa
We also contributed with the Association Sainte Anne to the
loading of a container of medical equipment (wheelchairs,
medical beds and delivery table) for Benin. It will be
received by a Franco-Beninese association which will take
over the transportation of the container of equipment, which
is then destined to form part of the equipment of a small
hospital on the lake island of Ganvié in Benin.

SAINT JOHN’S
WORT

Grand Priory of dacia

BY BRIAN FLEMING

ST. John’s well at
Warmenstow in Cornwall
by Brian Fleming

It has been a turbulent period in the Grand Priory of
Dacia during the last six months. We have been
reorganising the Priory St. Ansgar, which was in a
frozen state. We have now established a new Priory
Advisory Board where most of the seats have been filled
and a number of initiatives have been launched to
mobilise our members.
We have also launched some initiatives on the
humanitarian front. In addition to the older projects with
“Woof the Knight”, !which primarily helps children and
young people from abusive families, and St. Johannes aid
which primarily helps older people in the area.
We have had a successful sale in a thrift store in south
Denmark where they raise money for Christmas aid
packages for poor families in the area. Furthermore, we
are in the early phase of a lager international project and we
are also working on a collaboration with the Veteran
Association.
We have established an efficient website where members
can be updated about what is going on in the various
Priories and Commanderies. We have also created a new
magazine, which is published twice a year as a Danish
supplement to “The European”.
We are indebted to Grand Prior of Dacia. Johan
Knickrehm, who has completed his set term of office and I
am honoured to have been elected as the new Grand Prior
of Dacia after serving as Commander in St. Kjeld also as
Prior over the last few years
I took the Oath of Office at the Investiture in London on
19th November, which was an excellent event and also saw
aspirant Lars H. Madsen invested as a Knight of Honour.
I very much look forward to getting down to work
together with my team of excellent people, as well as all the
wonderful people from other Priories in the Order.
Grand Prior Per Michael Oestergaard KJSJ
Dacia.

During the two thousand year period when
Christianity has proliferated, put down roots and
added its gentle leaven to Planet Earth, Its people’s
places and institutions, many things have been
named for Saint John. These have included a
Gospel, a healing herb, a herb garden, several
schools and a well known college of Oxford
University. Saint John’s Well in Cornwall, is not the
best known entity to be named for John, though its
apparent obscurity should not diminish its history, or
interest for anyone with a connection to Saint John.
The well in question, is also associated with one
Morwenna, a religious anchorite and hermit believed
to have been a daughter of Brychan a Welsh king
who seemingly lived in the fifth or sixth century. A,D.
Prior to Morwenna settling at this location tradition
has asserted that a Celtic Christian wattle and daub
church was on this site, making it a significant
foundation of early Christianity in Britain.
In the eighteen hundreds, the Vicar at Warmenstow
was described as having the character of an old
Celtic saint and he would drink no water other than
that which ran in Saint John’s Well at his own
vicarage.
Probably this is the only well that ever went to law,
this happening when Rev. Hawker did legal battle at
Bodmin Assizes in 1843. his vicar vigorously pointing
out to a local landowner and neighbour that the
disputed well belonged to the Church and was Saint
John’s well and not Sir John Buller’s well, as the
Church’s neighbour was claiming. To this day, this
well and its pure waters still attract pilgrims, not least
because of its connection with the mystic and
eccentric vicar Robert Stephen Hawker. This
unorthodox cleric who was also a poet and a painter,
may not have fitted easily into the Church structure
of his era but he was known to have rubbed
shoulders with some of the most renowned literary
men of his day and to have influenced no less than
Alfred Lord Tennyson.

Saint John’s Wort or Hypericum Perforatum although
contra-indicated for people suffering from depression,
has been used by herbalists and healers for centuries.
The ancient herbalists often spoke in terms of what they
liked to call The Law Of Signatures and by this, they
were expressing the belief that the Supreme Creator, left
hints in the natural world, so that mankind by looking
at the outward appearance of plants, would be able to
glean some idea of what they might be useful for
medically.
The leaves of the Hypericum Perforatum bush without a
great stretch of the imagination can be seen to be shaped
like the head of an arrow or spear, or as being sword blade
shaped. Not only that, but the leaves of several species of
Hypericum, are seen to be sprinkled with pellucid, dots,
these dots suggesting wounds or holes. It has also been
said that the leaves are lance shaped, so because of the
appearance of this plant, it is perhaps not surprising that
exponents of herbalism and folk-medicine, would have seen
Hypericum as a possible wound salve and that is how it has
been used since ancient times. It has particularly been used
for Puncture wounds and perforations, even gunshot
wounds as well as damage to any areas of the body rich in
nerve endings. However, it has also been found to be
efficacious in several other medical situations. According
to Dr John Henry Clarke writing in that huge work, Clarke
Dictionary Of Materia Medica it can be used with asthma,
bites, bruises, compound fractures, concussion and
whooping –cough. From olden times, the whole fresh
leaves of this plant were applied to new wounds. exactly
how this herb came to be given the common name of Saint
John’s Wort, we cannot any longer know, this information
having been lost over the course of history. However,
because of the fact that the Knights of Saint John were
active in the medical field, this ranging from the founding
of large hospitals, to looking after the health of pilgrims
travelling to Jerusalem and to the Holy Land. Because of
the Knights involvement in the Crusades, we can conjecture
that they would have seen many wounds and treated many
of them also. No doubt, that would have required a great
quantity of wound medicaments and it may have been
something as simple as the amount of wound herbs that the
knights required, that led to hypericum’s common
appellation. Several centuries ago, Saint John’s herb
gardens in Oxford were well known, with both Gerard the
Herbalist and writer of herbals and William Shakespeare
both living close by . We do not know anything definite
about this, but Saint John’s herb garden in Oxford, may very
well have been a significant source of this healing herb.

SPIRITUAL MESSAGE
THE CHRISTMAS CRIB
Christmas, for many of
us, has long been a
night-time celebration.
It was at night that the
shepherds saw the angels
and heard them sing of
Glory to God and Peace
on Earth, and most of us
will gather in our
churches near midnight
on Christmas Eve, or
perhaps in the early
evening. But it was at
dawn, at first light, on
Christmas morning, that
the newborn Jesus received his first visitors, and many
of us will bring our children and
grandchildren to our churches on
Christmas morning.
As we take them to see the
Christmas crib, as we imagine
ourselves to be passers by at “that
poor lowly stable”, what should we
tell them about the figures we see?
Even behind the presence of the ox
and the ass, the holy animals, there
is a story to tell.
The prophet whose words we
read on Christmas night had said
that the ox would know its
owner, and the ass its master’s
crib. The child whose birth he
foretold would be filled with
the Holy Spirit and would
restore harmony to God’s
creation and peace in the
animal world.
So the
animals lead the homage of God’s creation at the birth of
God’s son.
The first visitors the new born Jesus received were the
shepherds who heard the song of the angels.

The child they found in the manger would proclaim in his
teaching “Blessed are the poor”. It would be the poor and
humble who would listen to his teaching and become
founder members of the flock of the Good Shepherd.
In front of the shepherds are the figures the shepherds
found there; Mary the mother of Jesus, Mary full of grace,
told by the angel that she would be the mother of Jesus, and
brought by the census to her husband’s ancestral home town
“Behold the handmaid of the Lord” Mary had said, “Let
what you have said be done to me”. For ever this has been
seen as the example of how we
should accept a call from God.
Mary left an example in what she said, but Joseph left an
example in what he did not say. Joseph was a man of
honour, who accepted all the demands made
on him without complaint.
But all these figures are turned towards
the one we brought in procession at night
time; the child in the manger, the Son of
God, because in Jesus, the might of God
and the frailty of humanity were united,
God could spread his peace throughout
the world. As the Son of God became a
man like us, in everything but sin, so we
could become more like God, with his
help. That is the meaning of the grace
and salvation we talk about at
Christmas. This grace, the powerful
love of God, comes to us still through
the church and its sacraments freely
offered, freely to be accepted.
So, as we sing our carols and watch
our children and grandchildren
opening their presents, we are
thanking God for the love he showed
us in becoming one like us, and the
dignity and nobility he gave us as human beings and as
Christians.
Chevalier The Revd.
Father John Wiley KJSJ.
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