Sovereign Order of St. John of Jerusalem, Knights Hospitaller
THE COMMANDERY OF THE PALM BEACHES
OUR HOLIDAY GATHERING & PROJECT

Every year Dame Judi Miller has been our Christmas Angel seeking out families and making
the holidays beautiful for everyone. After a year’s hiatus, she felt that she wanted to refocus
her efforts and has adopted the Florida Outreach for the Blind Center in West Palm Beach, FL.
Each year they struggle to have enough funds to host the Children’s Christmas Party for those
who are blind and the families of the parents who may be blind. Each child receives a gift and
the young adults receive a gift card.
So, on December 4th, the Miller’s hosted a gift gathering of SOSJ members and friends. We
had wonderful food and of couse a little vino. We collected over 40 gift cards and bath towels
to be distributed at the party which was held on December 10 th! SOSJ contributed funds from
“Judi’s Fund” to pay for the refreshments for the Children’s Party and all the toys for the young
children. As an added bonus, our friend Maddy from In Jacob’s Shoes brought back packs for
all of the children. Shoes were given at an earlier time. It was truly a gift they will all remember!

December 31, 2016 ended with a wonderful party hosted by Dame Nancy Marshall in her
beautiful apartment facing the Inter Coastal in West Palm Beach. Dame Marshall is now our
Hospitality Chair and she hosted the first 2017 Charity Champions at this party. This was a
50/50 that anyone could enter the winner need not be present at the event. The total was over
$3,125 and the winner was Dame Mimi Howard. She will advise us of her charity that she
would like her half to be donated in her name. The other half will go into the 2017 Charity
Champions for a project to be determined in the near future. All had a wonderful evening that
began with a young student from Sacred Heart School who played a medley of Christmas
songs and a movement from a concerto.

In attendance were members, Aspirants and Potential Aspirants, the Grand Prior of the
America’s and her Mother Lucille (who was delightful)! Also a few new friends!! At the strike
of twelve we were entertained with a twenty two minute fireworks display that felt like it was
coming right at us! Beautiful! Wonderful way to bring in the New Year!
ANNUAL MEETING – JANUARY 8, 2017
What a better way to spend a Sunday afternoon (especially since it was Football Playoff’s)
then to be with your SOSJ family at the Annual Meeting held at Trump Plaza Mezzanine.
Delicious sandwhiches and dessert were supplied along with of course, wine. Thank you
Nancy Marshall for arranging the meeting. The New Board of Trustees were appointed and we
congratulate new Board Members, Rebecca Doane, Gayle Landen-Greene (yes it is now
official! Congrats to them), Tim Henry, Mimi Howard and Judi Miller. The New Officers are
Gayle Landen-Green, Vice Commander, Rebecca Doane, Treasurer and Mimi Howard,
Secretary. A silent auction was held on a few donated items for the benefit of the 2017 Charity
Champion Fund which is being established. More details to follow at a later date.
********
Upcoming events around SOSJ – February 19 th a Wine and Cheese at the HabCenter in Boca
Raton one of our Charities that we will be spotlighting hosted by Chev. Wally Dale and Dame
Josette Veltri! Tour of the facility and video of their special work will be showcased.
Our Annual BBQ sponsored by Chev. Bob Shalhoub and Dame Bernadette Shalhoub will be
on March 26th at their home. Best BBQ in South Florida! This event is open to all members
and their friends and many potential aspirants to get to know us. Always a good time. And did
I mention wine! Oh Yes we will have wine! We will be providing Easter baskets of goodies
along with food for the underpriviladged.
Finally – our Investiture Committee are hard at work planning a wonderful weekend at the PGA
National Resort & Spa on November 3 – 5, 2017. Details will be forthcoming. Please send us
an email to mill1313@comcast.net if you think you will be attending for tentative room count!
Yours in St. John,
Dame Toni Mastrullo,
Commander

