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COMMANDER’S CORNER
Commander Brian Rauschhuber KCSJ

ISSUE TWENTY

COMMANDERY MEETINGS

Dear Knights and Dames;
What a very busy month of October has been. Coming off of the Sovereign
Council meeting in late September, many members continued on with a wonderful
trip with the many other international members of the Order, returning in midOctober.

November 15, 2016
Chevalier Chris Worrall
1446 Bretmoor Way
San Jose, CA 95129
December 13, 2016 @7pm
- SAVE THE DATE CHRISTMAS OPEN
HOUSE!
LOOK FOR
MORE INFORMATION
SOON

In October we began meeting with our
2015 Charity recipients, hearing the
results of their programs and the
impact on the community. We toured
the locations where our financial
support has assisted these charities
with their mission. These meetings
concluded with a presentation of a St.
Joseph plaque which is prominently
displayed at the charity. Please take a look at some of the details of the
results of your efforts. (pages 3, 4, 5, 6).

One of these meetings with Advent Ministry Group included hearing from a 16-year-old young man who is working
through his addiction at the St John house. It really drove home the reality of the need, making it personal and
impactful. Our efforts are really making a difference in the needs of the programs we support. (Page 3).
Also, as I had previously reported, during September the St. Joseph Commandery was informed that we were
recommended by One Step Closer Therapeutic Riding to the Morgan Hill Community Foundation and will be awarded
recipient of “Outstanding Philanthropist” for 2016. St. Joseph will be recognized this coming November 4th in Morgan
Hill, along with many other excellent organizations. I know we don’t do this for recognition, we serve in the name of
Jesus for the needs of the sick and poor, but it’s certainly nice to be acknowledged for our efforts/financial support to
One Step Closer ($50,000 for barn renovation).
Yours in St. John,
Brian
St. Joseph Commandery Council: Commander Brian J. Rauschhuber KCSJ, Acting Vice
Commander Chevalier Evan Baker KJSJ, Receiver General Chevalier Christopher Worrall KJSJ, Almoner
Chevalier Francis J Harvey KCSJ, Goodwill Liaison Dame Kelly Dippel DSJ, Secretary Dame Kathy Wiley
DGSJ, Recruitment Chevalier John Wayne Dubois KCJSJ, Hospitaller Chevalier Ken Price KJSJ,
Caregiver Dame Valerie Burniece DGSJ, Quartermaster Squire Christopher Carroll, Herald-Vacant.
Council members at large:, Chevalier Jeff Strawn KCSJ, Chevalier Dick Garrett KCSJ, Chevalier Larry
Hernadez KCJSJ, Chevalier Ray Mendoza KSJ, Tom Bakewell KSJ
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MEMBER SPOTLIGHT
Dame Maryles Casto DGJ
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Our featured member is Dame Maryles Casto who joined the Order in
June of 2001 after being recruited by our Grand Commander Owen
Brown. Maryles was drawn to the Order as a result of the charitable
endeavors that St. Joseph and the Order engages in. She saw this as a
nice fit with her philanthropic views and how “each of us can contribute
and make a difference”.
Maryles founded Casto Travel in 1974 and currently leads the company
working closely with her son Chevalier Marc Casto (who is President).
Drawing from her early experience as manager of in-flight services for
Philippine Airlines, Maryles turned her company into the largest
privately owned travel management agency in the Western United States.
Maryles provides leadership and strategic vision for the company that delivers comprehensive travel
management services through its business units: Corporate Travel Management, Concierge Services, Visa
Passport, Group Travel, and Vacations.
Casto Travel has been ranked in the Top 100 Fastest Growing Businesses in both Silicon Valley and San
Francisco and has won numerous entrepreneurial and service awards. In May 2006, Silicon Valley
Business Journal ranked Casto Travel second in revenues among Silicon Valley Women-Owned
Businesses.
Maryles has lived in Silicon Valley for over 40 years! Since her business is travel, this remains number
one on her list, but not to be overshadowed by her love of her grandchildren Elenora and Abigail.
Maryles has hiked through Umbria and Assisi which was a big check mark on her bucket list! Maryles'
family (in the sugar business) made her a lover of sweets especially chocolates. Other hobbies include
scuba diving/skiing and of course traveling…
Children, education and the arts are areas that are close to Maryles' heart and where she contributes to
the community. Maryles is supporting a village project in the Philippines (destroyed by a typhoon), to
support school and organic farming to help in self-sufficiency. This is funded by Maryles' company
located in the Philippines.
Active in several civic, philanthropic, and industry organizations over the course of her career, Maryles
currently serves on the board of directors for the Commonwealth Club of California (at one point serving
as the board chair), International Women’s Forum – Northern California, Silicon Valley Creates, El
Camino Hospital Foundation, and the Committee of 200. She also previously served on boards for the
Bring Me a Book Foundation, First Act of San Jose and Leading Hotels of the World. But, receiving the
Boys Scout award with her son Marc is one of Maryles' most treasured moments.
“I have enjoyed and benefited from being part of our St Joseph Commandery, meeting other members
that share the same values”, Maryles Casto.
Maryles' continued involvement in various community philanthropic organizations epitomizes the
qualities of a Dame-we are proud to call her one of our own!
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PLAQUE CEREMONY FOR ADVENT GROUP MINISTRIES
Advent Group Ministry’s message to St. Joseph’s members:
Advent Group Ministries is grateful to the Sovereign Order of
St. John of Jerusalem Knights Hospitaller, St. Joseph
Commandery (Sovereign Order of St. John) for their incredible
support of our agency and our clients.
In 2012, one of our boys’ homes (Laurel) was in need of some
serious work. This home had been a safe haven for at-risk youth
for 23 years. This is where the Sovereign Order of St. John
comes in. Advent asked the Sovereign Order of St. John if they
would help us completely remodel Laurel.
Dr. Fran Harvey, of the Sovereign Order of St. John came out to
tour the home and learn more about the program and its needs. As a result, the Sovereign Order of St.
John awarded Advent a $100,000 grant to remodel Laurel.
The construction began in November 2012 and was completed in January. The construction included some
kitchen work, two bathrooms, fireplace front, drywall rehab, painting, re-pipe (air conditioning and duct
repair), carpets, and doors.
The Order’s gift was so generous that, in addition to the originally planned changes, we were able to pile
on a few more: new wall-wall rubber flooring in the weight room, new ceiling fixtures throughout the
house, a new garage door, new furniture in the bedrooms and kitchen, an extra skylight, and total
replacement of the fireplace tile and mantel.
In celebration of all this change, we also gave the
home a new name: The Knights of St. John House
(St. John).
Advent was blessed again by the Sovereign Order of
St. John in 2015 by a $25,000 grant for:
•A new HER (Electronic Health Records)
compatible/capable server
•71 server licenses
•Server installation
•4 new laptop computers
This recent grant allowed us to upgrade equipment to
meet the demand of electronic health records, a
centralized system of all client records. Also, since
some of our staff work at multiple sites, the upgraded
equipment allows for an integrated response, so staff
can “move” between locations without disruption to
our client services.
We are grateful to St. John for believing in what we do and being such a
faithful partner. Because of the grants from the Sovereign Order of St. John,
Advent is able to meet the needs of our clients and help our clients address
their addictions to drug and alcohol.
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PLAQUE CEREMONY FOR ONE-STEP-CLOSER THERAPEUTIC RIDING
and Upcoming “Outstanding Philanthropist” Award Ceremony
One-Step-Closer Therapeutic Riding provides adaptive horseback riding for special needs children and
veterans recovering from physical and emotional trauma of war. St. Joseph provided a grant of $50,000
to refurbish their main barn. This included; replacing vertical supports, pouring new footings to
protect surfaces from ground water, repaired roof rafters,
straightened the sagging roof, replaced old wood shakes
with new fire resistant composition shingles. Updated the
electrical wiring and lighting.
On October 25, members of the St. Joseph Commandery
attended a plaque ceremony, presenting to One-StepCloser’s founders Mark & Landa Keirstead. Their
gratefulness was shown; not only by the work they had
done but they explained how we’ve impacted many
veterans and special needs children. They genuinely
express their feelings from the bottom of their hearts, AND
have nominated St. Joseph Commandery as Outstanding
Philanthropist to the Morgan Hill Community Foundation.

Sovereign Order of St. John of Jerusalem
Knights Hospitaller

We’re being recognized and celebrated:

“Morgan Hill Community Foundation’s Outstanding Philanthropist”
This special recognition is a result being honored by;
One Step Closer Therapeutic Riding

whom St. Joseph supported in 2015 with a $50,000 Grant
Host: MHCF - 11th Annual Philanthropy Night - “Imagine the Possibilities”
When: Friday November 4 @ 6:00pm

Where: Morgan Hill Community & Cultural Center
17000 Monterey St, Morgan Hill, CA 95037

Tickets: $125

RSVP: www.morganhillcf.org
Questions? email amy.whelan@morganhillcf.org or call 408-772-7612
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PLAQUE CEREMONY FOR SERVICES FOR BRAIN INJURY
The Sovereign Order of St. John of Jerusalem Knights Hospitaller,
St Joseph Commandery provided funding in 2015 for Services for
Brain Injury (SBI), San Jose, to upgrade its computer network. SBI
is the only organization of its kind in the Greater Bay area
providing comprehensive, long-term rehabilitation for brain injury
all under one roof, for veterans and civilians in our community.
Expenditures on computers and network upgrades took a
backseat at SBI for too many years as the focus was on delivering
effective and affordable client services – from the point of injury
through
vocational training and job placement,
whenever possible. Longer term brain injury
rehabilitation is not covered by medical
insurance and the majority of moderate to
severe brain injuries usually result in
employment loss, impacting the ability to pay
for services to regain independence.
First and foremost, new laptops now replace
older desktop computers. This allows SBI’s
licensed clinicians to bring the computers and
database to clients when providing services, not
the other way around. A new server adds
speed and memory to better support SBI’s
database needs and prepare for Electronic
Records Management (ERM) software to be
launched this summer. This state-of-the-art server and software are designed to improve accuracy and
efficiency in tracking client outcomes, accessing files, and storing clinical notes. SBI is also conducting
original, primary clinical research and this data must be transferred to ERM, which can now be done
because of SOSJ’s generous support. SBI received a matching grant from a family foundation to fund the
ERM software and expand on the new technology foundation SOSJ has laid by upgrading an outdated
phone system.
“This kind of basic, ‘infrastructure support’ the SOSJ has provided – including the invaluable The SOSJ
Physical and Recreational Therapy Department in 2009 – is absolutely vital to the delivery of direct
rehabilitation services that literally save lives. SOSJ understands that while SBI’s needs are not always the
most visible, ‘exciting’ ones, they are at the core of what enables SBI to deliver cost-effective services,
which would otherwise be unavailable to our community members in need,” said SBI’s Executive Director
Christine Camara. She continued, “We are indebted to the SOSJ for their deep understanding of SBI’s
work, as well as the crucial role they are playing in helping the most vulnerable among us regain
independence – particularly our veterans.” Camara welcomes visits by SOSJ members to SBI’s facility to
experience rehabilitation programming first-hand. To arrange a visit, please contact Christine at
ccamara@sbicares.org.
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PLAQUE CEREMONY FOR ST. LEO THE GREAT SCHOOL
In late October, Knights and Dames of the St. Joseph Commandery visited St. Leo The Great School to see
it’s newly created STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics)
Academy. This project is located close to downtown San Jose at 1051 West San
Fernando Street. St. Leo’s is part of St. Joseph’s parish, founded in 1915 marking the
year we supported St. Leo it’s 100th year anniversary.
Approximately 19% of the students are on financial aid and like San Jose has a very
diverse student population.
The schools philosophy, “... By modeling
Christian attitudes and values, the school
community fosters spiritual, intellectual and emotional growth
as well as concern for physical well-being”.
In the heart of Silicon Valley, we all know too well the need to
instill the importance of Science, Technology, Engineering and
Math for our future leaders. A strategic plan was developed
and implemented for a Science, Technology, Engineering and
Mathematics (STEM) Academy Program.
The St. Joseph Commandery contributions have had a
significant impact on the children, their future and our
community’s future. St. Joseph contributed a portion of the total capital improvements and equipment
costs, this commitment of $35,000 from SOSJ, matched by John and Carol Traub making the St. Joseph overall
contribution of $70K to this project.
It’s a really nice that St. Joseph was in a very small way part of this very special 100 year milestone in St.
Leo’s history!
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SOVEREIGN ORDER OF ST JOHN OF JERUSALEM KNIGHTS HOSPITALLER
International Website

Months ago the International office of St. John
completed a huge project to completely
revamp the International website.
www.sosjinternational.org
If you haven’t already done so, please check it
out. For visitors it provides some really good
information about who we are, our history,
how all around the world the Order has
helped the sick and poor in Christ and much
more. It’s a really good way to also see what’s
going on in other Commandery’s around the
world by checking out News and Events.
This website provides a wealth of information
to guests/visitors of the webpage, but also
provides for us, our members more
information.

Have you completed your Log In?
Inside the website the members section provides a
wealth of information for all of us. (see right).
So if you haven’t already done so, register your email
and set up a password.
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ST. JOSEPH COMMANDERY RECRUITMENT
Chevalier John Wayne DuBois KCJSJ
We have our 2017 Investiture fast approaching on April 8th to
be held at the historic Mission Santa Clara de Asis at Santa
Clara University.
If you have an Aspirant in mind, please share their name with
us, we’d like to help you in the recruiting effort. Please contact
Chevalier John DuBois at duboisjw@yahoo.com 408-718-226 or
your Commander Brian Rauschhuber at brian@synacity.com
408-406-3446.
Surrounding
ourselves with wonderful people with serving and good
hearts is foundational to the St. Joseph Commandery and our
Order. Often we meet wonderful people that make us say
“wow, what a great person”. Have you taken that next step to
consider if they would be a good addition the the Knights of
St. John?
We are here to assist you in answering any questions your
Aspirant may have about the Order, St. Joseph Commandery
and our mission, what becoming a Knight or Dame means,
our history and our efforts today to help them gain an
understanding of the Knights of St. John.
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