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COMMANDER’S CORNER 
Commander Brian Rauschhuber KGSJ

Dear Knights and Dames;

We are fast approaching our 2nd Annual St. Joseph Invitational Golf Tournament 
and Dinner.  If you have not registered, PLEASE do so immediately.  The last two 
pages are details and registration forms.  We really hope to see you there.  Even if 
you don’t golf, come for the dinner, socializing that evening and participate in the 
on-site raffle for some great prizes!  This is another chance to catch up with fellow 
Knights and Dames as we learn a bit more about the Charities we’ve selected (see 
pgs 5 and 6); representatives will be in attendance. If you can’t attend, please 
consider being a Tee-Sponsor.  

We’ve added two additional Socials to the Calendar: June 21st and July 27th.  
June 21 is a celebration for those promoted and receiving merit awards at 
the Investiture.  The July 27th Social is a kick off to our Summer Garden 
Party.  The St. Joseph Commandery Invites You and Your Friends to:  A Wine 
Tasting Social at Joseph George. (Please see both Social flyers on Page 3.) 

As I announced last newsletter, as a Commandery- we’ve the potential to 
reach a monumental milestone this year - raising over $3,000,000 in support 
of local charities since St. Joseph’s inception.  Please heart-fully consider 
how you can help us reach this milestone.  

I look forward to seeing everyone soon at the Golf Tournament - June 13 - Cinnabar Hills Golf Club, as 
well as at the June 21 Promotion Celebration at the Home of Chevalier John and Donna DuBois.

Yours in St. John,
Brian
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St. Joseph Commandery Council:  Commander Brian J. Rauschhuber KGSJ, Vice Commander 
Open, Receiver General Chevalier Christopher Worrall KJSJ, Almoner Chevalier Francis J Harvey KCSJ, 
Goodwill Liaison Dame Kelly Dippel DSJ, Secretary Dame Kathy Wiley DGSJ, Recruitment Chevalier 
John Wayne Dubois KCJSJ, Hospitaller Chevalier Ken Price KJSJ, Caregiver Dame Valerie Burniece 
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Chevalier Jeff Strawn KCSJ, Chevalier Dick Garrett KCSJ, Chevalier Larry Hernadez KCJSJ, Chevalier 
Ray Mendoza KSJ, Tom Bakewell KSJ
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MEMBER SPOTLIGHT
Chevalier Stephen T. Lopes KSJ

Our featured member, Steve Lopes is a native Californian and resides in Los Gatos with his wife 
Alice. Steve is one of our newer members and joined the St. Joseph Commandery on March 15 2014 

after being sponsored by Colonel Bill Peacock.  Steve’s interest was 
piqued when Bill told him about the history of SOSJ and the Hospitaller 
aspect as well as it’s contributions to the needy.  Steve has been a 
consistent and generous contributor to the Salvation Army, Second 
Harvest Food Bank, YMCA, Skills Plus, Boy Scouts, Boys and Girls Club, 
Stroke Awareness Foundation, the Washington School/China Student 
Project through the San Jose Rotary Club to name a few.

Steve attended local schools including finishing his education at San Jose 
State University in 1973 with principal interests in languages and 
business!  In 1974 Steve put his degree to good use, he and a classmate 
started a janitorial company that specialized in cleaning doctor’s and 
dentist’s offices.  The company was set up as a co-operative so other 
owner/partners could come in, use their model and build up their own 

accounts and business.  The company wasn’t growing fast enough and wasn’t profitable enough to 
satisfy Steve’s ambitions so left the company to join his father at Western States Oil Company, the 
company his father founded in 1956.

At Western States Oil Company, Steve started working at the retail level learning gas station 
operations.  After several years at retail he transferred to the main office becoming credit manager 
and then operations manager.  In 1985 Steve succeeded his father as President and CEO.  The 
company had grown steadily during Steve’s tenure and now he is grooming his son Spencer who is 
28 years old to eventually become the third generation to own and operate Western States Oil Co. 

Over the last three decades Steve has been active with several not-for-profits and is currently 
serving on the Board at the San Jose Conservation Corps.  He is also on the Board of the California 
Independent Oil Marketers Association and is past California liaison to the Petroleum Marketers 
Association of America. 

Steve’s passion is sailing.  He is also a seasoned traveler and 
has recently become interested in golf.  Steve is also very 
interested in our country’s military.  Several years ago Steve 
became a member of BENS, Business Executives for National 
Security, an organization whose members are active in 
working to apply best business practice solutions to it’s most 
difficult national security problems. We are so very thankful 
to have Stephen in the Knights and we appreciate his 
enthusiasm of being a member of St. Joseph Commandery.  
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Upcoming St. Joseph Events: Mark your calendar and RSVP Now! 

A Case for a Cause
St. Joseph Commandery Invites You and Your Friends

Wine Tasting Social at Joseph George
When: Wednesday July 27 @ 5:30pm - 7:30pm
Where: Joseph George (408) 448-9463
           1559 Meridian Ave  San Jose CA 95125         
Please RSVP to kdippel@kellydippel.com
Questions? Call Kelly (408) 888-8290

Sovereign Order of St. John of Jerusalem Knights Hospitaller  

Joseph George will be selling cases of wine at cost, 
but to get that great price, we ask that you buy two 
cases and one is donated to the Summer Garden 

Party.  Friends may combine efforts and purchase 
cases together.  

Look forward to seeing everyone there!  

Come enjoy some fine wines and appetizers amongst 
great company.  New friends are welcome. 

This social is a kick off for our Summer Garden Party!  

Come enjoy some fine wine and great company?  
Or is it great wine and fine company?
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CHARITY UPDATE
Services for Brain Injury

The Sovereign Order of St. John of Jerusalem Knights Hospitaller, St Joseph 
Commandery provided funding in 2015 for Services for Brain Injury (SBI), 
San Jose, to upgrade its computer network.  SBI is the only organization of its 
kind in the Greater Bay area providing comprehensive, long-term 
rehabilitation for brain injury all under one roof, for veterans and civilians in 
our community.  Expenditures on computers and network upgrades took a 
backseat at SBI for too many years as the focus was on delivering effective 
and affordable client services – from the point of injury through to vocational 
training and job placement, whenever possible.  Longer term brain injury 

rehabilitation is not covered by medical insurance and the majority of moderate to severe brain 
injuries usually result in employment loss, impacting the ability to pay for services to regain 
independence.

With the dedicated guidance of Chevalier John Wayne DuBois, KCJSJ, 
SBI worked with Frank Velasquez, President of Cornerstone 
Technologies, to upgrade SBI’s entire network.  First and foremost, new 
laptops now replace older desktop computers.  This allows SBI’s 
licensed clinicians to bring the computers and database to clients when 
providing services, not the other way around.  A new server adds speed 
and memory to better support SBI’s database needs and prepare for 
Electronic Records Management (ERM) software to be launched this 
summer.  This state-of-the-art server and software are designed to 
improve accuracy and efficiency in tracking client outcomes, accessing files, and storing clinical notes.  
SBI is also conducting original, primary clinical research and this data must be transferred to ERM to 
complete, which can be done now because of SOSJ’s generous support.  SBI received a matching grant 

from a family foundation to fund the ERM software and expand on 
the new technology foundation SOSJ has laid by upgrading an 
outdated phone system.

“This kind of basic, ‘infrastructure support’ the SOSJ has provided – 
including the invaluable the SOSJ Physical and Recreational Therapy 
Department in 2009 – is absolutely vital to the delivery of direct 
rehabilitation services that literally save lives.  SOSJ understands that 
while SBI’s needs are not always the most visible, ‘exciting’ ones, they 
are at the core of what enables SBI to deliver cost-effective services, 
which would otherwise be unavailable to our community members in 
need,” said SBI’s Executive Director Christine Camara.  She 
continued, “We are indebted to the SOSJ for their deep understanding 
of SBI’s work, as well as the crucial role they are playing in helping 
the most vulnerable among us regain independence – particularly our 
veterans.”  Camara welcomes visits by SOSJ members to SBI’s facility 
to experience rehabilitation programming first-hand.  To arrange a 
visit, please contact Christine at ccamara@sbicares.org.
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COMMANDERY MEETINGS

June 14, 2016 6pm
Chevalier John W. DuBois
1435 Montego Dr  
San Jose, CA 95120

July 12, 2016 6pm
Chevalier Ray Mendoza
3676 El Grande Dr
San Jose CA 95132

August 9, 2016 6pm
Dame Valerie Burniece
5953 Fiddletown Place
San Jose, CA 95120
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ST. JOSEPH CHARITABLE GRANTS 2016
Almoner Committee: Chevalier Fran Harvey KJSJ
Hope Services (HS)   HS is a Bay Area-based nonprofit that seeks to 
improve the quality of life of people with developmental disabilities. 
Their vision is to promote a common understanding that the world is a 
better place when people with developmental disabilities are fully 
accepted and integrated into all aspects of society. Hope was started in 
1952 as one of the first preschools to serve children with developmental 
disabilities. Today, Hope has expanded to serve 4,000 clients of all ages 
and their families throughout six counties: Alameda, Monterey, Santa 
Clara, San Mateo, Santa Cruz, and San Benito.  Their six major 
programs address the evolving and lifelong needs of people with 
developmental disabilities and include Homestart, After School Programs, Adult Services, Senior Services, 
Mental Health Services and Community Services.

Currently, one of their major strategic initiatives is phasing out sheltered workshops and replacing them 
with an Employment, Media, and Community Connections program, designed to provide opportunities for 
adults with developmental disabilities to learn, socialize, and receive services and supports that will 
improve the quality of their lives, and encourage them to be valuable members of the community. This will 
be accomplished by providing community based activities, training, classes and work, both on-site and in 
the community.  The cornerstone of this initiative is community integration and using media to facilitate 
learning and integration.  To implement this program, they are renovating each of their facilities that 
currently host a workshop to include a number of small conference rooms and media rooms, to enhance 
our participants’ means of connecting with the community.   SOSJ supported HS’s project with a grant of 
$70,000.

Alzheimer’s Activity Center (AAC)  AAC provides daycare services to older adults with Alzheimer's and 
related disorders, support for their families, community education, and intergeneration programs 
facilitated though the co-location of a licensed childcare facility on the Center grounds. The Center provides 
services of up to 90 clients daily, most of whom are very low-income.  A total of 200 older adults are served 
annually and an additional 57 family members/caregivers benefit from the center’s programs.

The AAC is requesting support for the renovation of their client kitchen.  
This serving kitchen is used for the preparation of am/pm snacks and 
for serving a hot lunch to up to 90 participants/day, 6 days/week.  It 
also serves as a small group cooking activity space for participants.  
Cabinets and counter tops are damaged beyond repair after 25 years of 
constant use, the range hood and flooring need to be brought up to code, 
and a few appliances need replacing.  SOSJ granted AAC $60,000 of their 
project
For Faith, For Service To Humanity
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Costco Ministries (CM)  CM, which is affiliated with City Team Ministries, 
collects food, clothing and other consumer items donated by three different 
Costco locations (including the Blossom Hill location) and delivers them 
primarily to City Team Ministries. The dollar value of these donations is 
approximately $500,000.00 per year. Since beginning this program 7 years ago, Pastor Duane Sayre, who is 
the Executive Director, estimates that CM’s weekly deliveries has impacted tens of thousands of people 
with total donations of roughly $4 Million in usable products to the sick and poor throughout San Jose.  

Costco Ministries is in dire need of a delivery truck or a truck and trailer combination.  The 
current vehicle that has been used for the past seven years has been the Pastor’s personal 
vehicle (a very old SUV) and a donated used trailer, which is far beyond its useful life and is 
becoming unsafe.  SOSJ gave CM a grant of $35,000.

Live Oak Adult Care Services (LOACS)   LOACS is a non-profit, community 
based organization which provides a specialized program of adult day care for 
frail elderly dependent adults who are residents of Santa Clara County. They 
have four locations: Cupertino, Gilroy, Los Gatos, Willow Glen.

They serve adults who are unable to live independently, who need support in 
their daily activities, or those who would benefit from the social experience and 
stimulation of an adult day care program.  They offer emotional, functional, 
social/spiritual, physical and mental support. LOACS offers caregivers support and relief so that the 
caregiver can go to work, run errands and other daily tasks while knowing that their loved one is well 
tended in a caring environment

In order to enhance the social/spiritual and calming of our clients, they would like to create a “Sovereign 
Order of St. John’s  Garden” at each of their four sites. The theory is that these gardens help their visitors to 
meditate and reflect on their life actions and journey. The mere process of this help is believed to bring 
about a calming affect that heals the mind, body and soul.  SOSJ donated $30,000 to LOACS for the design 
and construction of the gardens

Family Supportive Housing (FSH) FSH has been transforming lives since 1988, operating a shelter for 
homeless families in a converted warehouse in San Jose.   They are the only local temporary shelter that 
serves intact homeless families.  In 2012, Family Supportive Housing completed the construction of a new 
residence for homeless families that combines the short term housing program with services to empower 
the families to move to self-sufficiency.  Next door, on the same piece of property, Charities Housing 
constructed a new, 94 unit affordable housing complex for families.  This will create a seamless program 

aimed at moving families from temporary housing into permanent, affordable rental 
housing.

As part of the move to their new facility in 2012, they received a grant for desktops 
for every staff member.  These computers have slowly failed over the past 4 years 
and the staff has had to borrow computers from the Computer Lab, which is used by 
their clients, so the Lab is operating at half capacity.  SOSJ donated  $10,000 to FSH 
for the purchase of 18 Dell processors and one networked printer.

For Faith, For Service To Humanity
The Sovereign Order of St. John of Jerusalem Knights Hospitaller
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Join fellow Knights, Dames and their guests at 
Cinnabar Hills!

Golf and Dinner is open to St. John members and their guests, 
this is a great opportunity to bring a potential aspirant.

Get your fellow golfers together and hit the links!  Don’t golf? 
Join us at the 19th hole with dinner only tickets.  This event is a 
social-fundraiser where the St. Joseph Commandery will 
announce Charitable Selections for 2016.  

Sponsorship Opportunities
‘Golf-Champion’ Sponsor $2,500: Receives foursome, Sponsor 
sign, Dinner for four and four additional guests.
‘Golf-Pro’ Sponsor $1,250: Receives 2 Golf entries, Sponsor sign, 

Dinner for two and two additional guests.
‘Tee-Sponsor’ $250 Sponsor a sign.
    

Tournament Fees Include
• 18 holes of golf 
• Quicksilver-forward tees 
• Golf cart
• Dinner (no host bar)
• Contests & fun throughout the course!

The St. Joseph Commandery has proudly raised nearly $2,800,000 in 
the past 10 years and supported numerous organizations in need.

On behalf of the St. Joseph Commandery, thank you in advance for 
your participation at this event.  

Sincerely, 
Commander Brian Rauschhuber KGSJ
and
Chevalier Ray Mendoza KSJ (Golf-Chair)

St. Joseph Commandery
Second Annual Invitational Golf Tournament

Monday June 13, 2016

Cinnabar Hills Golf Course
23600 McKean Rd, San Jose 95141

(408) 323-7814

Format: Team Scramble   
Shotgun Start  (Quicksilver-

forward tees)

Registration: Noon
Shotgun Start: 1:00 pm
19th Hole^: 5:30 pm
Dinner: 6:30 pm

Golfer Fees* (pre-registered)

$185 / player
$740 / Foursome

Dinner Only^

$50 / plate

Get early-bird pricing, 
register now! 
* Golf fee includes Dinner
No Host Bar

Questions
Call Ray (408) 592-0672
email raym@silpac.net

For Faith, For Service To Humanity
The Sovereign Order of St. John of Jerusalem Knights Hospitaller
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SOSJ Tournament and Dinner Registration Form

Name: ______________________________________ Date______________

Address:__________________________________City:__________________

Zip: _____________ Phone: ____________email:_______________________
Golf Index:___________or Typical Score on par 72 course:__________

Fee Total

______ ‘Golf-Champion’ Sponsor $2,500 $_______

______ ‘Golf-Pro’ Sponsor $1,250 $_______

______ ‘Tee Sponsor’  $250 $_______

Golf/Dinner Fees
#_____  Individual Golfer @ $185 ($210 after June 6) $_______

#_____  Foursome @ $740 ($840 after June 6) $_______

Dinner Fees Only

#_____  Dinner ONLY @ $50 ($60 after June 6)   $_______

GRAND TOTAL           TOTAL $________

List Names of individuals in your foursome:

1)Name____________________________email:_______________________

Golf Index:___________or Typical Score on par 72 course:__________

2)Name____________________________email:_______________________

Golf Index:___________or Typical Score on par 72 course:_________

3) Name____________________________email:_______________________

Golf Index:___________or Typical Score on par 72 course:__________

Make checks Payable to: “Sovereign Order of St. John”

Mail this Registration form and payment to: 
Chevalier Chris Worrall, KJSJ
1446 Bretmoor Way San Jose CA 95129

Enclosed is Check for $_____________

or charge my credit card

Visa __  MC ___ AMEX ___

CC #____________________________________ Exp. Date ____________

Security#______Zip Code________Signature:___________________________

For additional questions or to do a over the phone registration contact Chris at 408-506-4642 
or email Chris at chrisjworrall@icloud.com             Tax deductible ID: 94-3145288

For Faith, For Service To Humanity
The Sovereign Order of St. John of Jerusalem Knights Hospitaller
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