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AUGUST 2016

COMMANDER’S CORNER
Commander Brian Rauschhuber KGSJ
Dear Knights and Dames;
We have selected some very worthy charities to support at our 2016
Summer Garden Fundraising Party! This years’ charities are: Hope
Services; Alzheimer’s Activity Center; Costco Ministries; Live Oak
Adult Care Services and Family Supportive Housing (see page 5/6 for details).
I’m hopeful that after you read and hear more about each of these
particular charities at least one tugs at your heart and you are compelled to
help support them and the people they serve. This can be done through
Sponsorship, Underwriting or Silent Auction donations for the Summer
Garden Party (see page 3 / 4).

ISSUE SEVENTEEN

COMMANDERY MEETINGS

August 9, 2016 6pm
Chevalier Tom Bakewell
2676 Evora Drive
San Jose CA 95124
September 13, 2016
Chevalier John DuBois
1435 Montego Drive
San Jose, CA 95120
October 11, 2016
Dame Valerie Burniece
5953 Fiddletown Place
San Jose, CA 95120

The St. Joseph Commandery does so much
good in our community. A single drop from
our collective resources has a wide ripple
effect, to those in direct need, but even more
so on the families of those helped. This
ripple continues throughout the extended community. Sometimes we are
unaware of the impact we have with this one drop of love.
We’ve the potential to reach a monumental milestone this year - raising over $3,000,000 in support of local
charities since St. Joseph’s inception. Please heart-fully consider how you can help us reach this milestone.
Please send in your RSVP to attend now. If you’re not able to attend Summer Garden Party we still need and
rely on your contribution and pledges. I thank you for your continued blessings and support of the Sovereign
Order of St. John and these charities in need.
Yours in St. John,
Brian
St. Joseph Commandery Council: Commander Brian J. Rauschhuber KGSJ, Acting Vice
Commander Chevalier Evan Baker KJSJ, Receiver General Chevalier Christopher Worrall KJSJ, Almoner
Chevalier Francis J Harvey KCSJ, Goodwill Liaison Dame Kelly Dippel DSJ, Secretary Dame Kathy Wiley
DGSJ, Recruitment Chevalier John Wayne Dubois KCJSJ, Hospitaller Chevalier Ken Price KJSJ,
Caregiver Dame Valerie Burniece DGSJ, Quartermaster Squire Christopher Carroll, Herald-Vacant.
Council members at large:, Chevalier Jeff Strawn KCSJ, Chevalier Dick Garrett KCSJ, Chevalier Larry
Hernadez KCJSJ, Chevalier Ray Mendoza KSJ, Tom Bakewell KSJ
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MEMBER SPOTLIGHT
Chevalier Kendall W. Price KJSJ
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Our featured member, Chevalier Ken Price, joined the order in the class of March 13, 2004. Ken was
introduced to Knights of St. John by a business associate, began to attend
several events and was impressed with the history of the order and the focus
on giving to the sick and poor in Christ. Ken feels the best part is that many of
the Knights and Dames he and his wife Diane have met are now their good
friends.
Ken and Diane have been residents of Los Gatos for the past 40 years - born
and raised in San Francisco. Ken attended San Jose State and graduated with a
degree in Geology. As a licensed engineering geologist, he has had the good
fortune to develop a good client base and business partner of many years. As a
geologist he provides pre construction geological and geotechnical
investigations for developers to meet local planning commission requirements.
Ken also performs environmental investigations related to defining the extent
of soil and groundwater contamination and in many cases these reports eventually result in remediation of
the identified contaminants, closing cases with the U.S. EPA as well as both state and local environmental
agencies.
While Ken’s very busy with his active business, he’s also very busy in helping where he can in the
community. Ken was on the Board of Family Supportive Housing (FSH) for 17 years. Over the years Ken
and Diane have taken the kids to summer camp in the Santa Cruz mountains and enjoy hearing them talk
about their experiences on the way home from camp. FSH has been a charity that received funding from the
Order during the construction of their new facility. The new facility has created a home for families in
transition. In addition FSH is receiving a small $10,000 donation for computer equipment with our 2016
grant.
Diane and Ken have also been very active in community volunteering in Los Gatos. Ken’s been head wine
pourer in the hospitality area of Jazz In the Plazz for the past 6 years or so, as well as our working hospitality
at Music In The Park on Sunday evenings. Ken will (with a small chuckle) admit his biggest down fall was
the 5 hour Bus Trip to the SOSJ Memorial Day event in Sonoma a few years back. The good news however
was that the return trip was lighter since everyone finished off a case of wine on the way up. It was sleepy,
quiet time on the ride home; a good time was had by ALL.
On the lighter side of life, Ken and Diane have been involved in the dog fancy for over 40 years. They have
owned, breed, and shown Newfoundland Dogs. They have produced “get” that have been top winning and
producing Newfoundlands in Europe. They also have been fortunate to have taken Best of Breed honors at
the Westminster Kennel Club Show, and have had dogs honored as the number one show dog in the breed.
Ken has been on the Board of Directors of the Newfoundland Club of America for several terms and Diane
has acquired her American Kennel Club (AKC) judging license and has been honored to judge in Europe,
Australia as well as the US. Next year, she will be judging at the Newfoundland National in Oregon as well
as at the 50th Anniversary Gold Cup Show in Denmark. They had no idea when they bought their first
Newfoundland that these big furry mushy dogs would open doors for them around the world.
Ken is an active member of the St. Joseph Commandery Council and has been serving as Hospitaller for
many years. You will see Ken and Diane at nearly every event so graciously welcoming and talking to the
many members helping them feel very welcome. We are so fortunate to have Ken in St. Joseph and his
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lovely wife Diane too!
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UPCOMING ST. JOSEPH EVENT
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SUMMER GARDEN PARTY - GREAT GATSBY - at the Winchester Mystery House
Please join us September 10, 2016 party begins at 5:30pm at the spectacular historic Winchester Mystery
House 525 S. Winchester Blvd. San Jose, CA 95125 Invitations have been mailed. If you haven’t received
an invitation or would like to have us send an invitation to a special guest, please email Chris Citti at
ChristopherCitti@cittisflorist.com
This is a great chance to invite potential Aspirants and other guests who would enjoy and share in our
philanthropic spirit of giving as we raise much needed money for our charities. (see 2016 Charities
Selected pgs 5 & 6). We can use everyone’s support. If you can assist us by; Sponsorships,
Underwriting and getting in your early RSVPs. If you want to Sponsor or Donate, please fill out the
invitation response card, or feel free to contact Chevalier Chris Worrall, chrisjworrall@icloud.com or cell
(408) 506-4642.

Sponsorships:

Underwriting:

We are so thankful for our Co-Chairs; Dame Gloria Citti and Chevalier Christopher Citti for leading the
efforts for this wonderful event. Joining him in this support is the Summer Garden Party Committee;
Dame Zoe Alameda, Chevalier Thomas and Alison Bakewell, Dame Valerie Burniece, Dame Dennise
Carter, Dame Mayles Casto, Dame Kelly Dippel, Dame LaDonn DuBois, Dame Caroline Macnab,
Chevalier Colin Macnab, Dame Sally Pera, Prior Colleen Wilcox, Dame Kathryn Wiley, Chevalier
Christopher Worrall. Much thanks to this fine group of members for coordinating the Garden Party.
Contact Commander Brian Rauschhuber at brian@synacity.com or call 408-406-3446 if you have any
questions or would like to understand how you can help in other ways.
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ST. JOSEPH CHARITABLE GRANTS 2016
Almoner Committee: Chevalier Fran Harvey KJSJ
Hope Services (HS) HS is a Bay Area-based nonprofit that
seeks to improve the quality of life of people with
developmental disabilities. Their vision is to promote a
common understanding that the world is a better place when
people with developmental disabilities are fully accepted and
integrated into all aspects of society. Hope was started in 1952
as one of the first preschools to serve children with
developmental disabilities. Today, Hope has expanded to
serve 4,000 clients of all ages and their families throughout six
counties: Alameda, Monterey, Santa Clara, San Mateo, Santa
Cruz, and San Benito. Their six major programs address the
evolving and lifelong needs of people with developmental
disabilities and include Homestart, After School Programs,
Adult Services, Senior Services, Mental Health Services and
Community Services.
Currently, one of their major strategic initiatives is phasing out sheltered workshops and replacing them
with an Employment, Media, and Community Connections program, designed to provide opportunities
for adults with developmental disabilities to learn, socialize, and receive services and supports that will
improve the quality of their lives, and encourage them to be valuable members of the community. This
will be accomplished by providing community based activities, training, classes and work, both on-site
and in the community. The cornerstone of this initiative is community integration and using media to
facilitate learning and integration. To implement this program, they are renovating each of their facilities
that currently host a workshop to include a number of small conference rooms and media rooms, to
enhance our participants’ means of connecting with the community. SOSJ supported HS’s project with a
grant of $70,000.
Alzheimer’s Activity Center (AAC) AAC provides
daycare services to older adults with Alzheimer's and
related disorders, support for their families, community
education, and intergeneration programs facilitated
though the co-location of a licensed childcare facility on
the Center grounds. The Center provides services of up
to 90 clients daily, most of whom are very low-income. A
total of 200 older adults are served annually and an
additional 57 family members/caregivers benefit from
the center’s programs.
The AAC is requesting support for the renovation of
their client kitchen. This serving kitchen is used for the
preparation of am/pm snacks and for serving a hot lunch to up to 90 participants/day, 6 days/week. It
also serves as a small group cooking activity space for participants. Cabinets and counter tops are
damaged beyond repair after 25 years of constant use, the range hood and flooring need to be brought up
to code, and a few appliances need replacing. SOSJ granted AAC $60,000 of their project
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Costco Ministries (CM) CM, which is affiliated with City Team Ministries,
collects food, clothing and other consumer items donated by three different
Costco locations (including the Blossom Hill location) and delivers them
primarily to City Team Ministries. The dollar value of these donations is
approximately $500,000.00 per year. Since beginning this program 7 years ago, Pastor Duane Sayre, who is
the Executive Director, estimates that CM’s weekly deliveries has impacted tens of thousands of people
with total donations of roughly $4 Million in usable products to the sick and poor throughout San Jose.
Costco Ministries is in dire need of a delivery truck or a truck and trailer combination. The
current vehicle that has been used for the past seven years has been the Pastor’s personal
vehicle (a very old SUV) and a donated used trailer, which is far beyond its useful life and is
becoming unsafe. SOSJ gave CM a grant of $35,000.
Live Oak Adult Care Services (LOACS) LOACS is a non-profit, community
based organization which provides a specialized program of adult day care for
frail elderly dependent adults who are residents of Santa Clara County. They
have four locations: Cupertino, Gilroy, Los Gatos, Willow Glen.
They serve adults who are unable to live independently, who need support in
their daily activities, or those who would benefit from the social experience and
stimulation of an adult day care program. They offer emotional, functional,
social/spiritual, physical and mental support. LOACS offers caregivers support
and relief so that the caregiver can go to work, run errands and other daily tasks while knowing that their
loved one is well tended in a caring environment
In order to enhance the social/spiritual and calming of our clients, they would like to create a “Sovereign
Order of St. John’s Garden” at each of their four sites. The theory is that these gardens help their visitors
to meditate and reflect on their life actions and journey. The mere process of this help is believed to bring
about a calming affect that heals the mind, body and soul. SOSJ donated $30,000 to LOACS for the design
and construction of the gardens
Family Supportive Housing (FSH) FSH has been transforming lives since 1988, operating a shelter for
homeless families in a converted warehouse in San Jose. They are the only local temporary shelter that
serves intact homeless families. In 2012, Family Supportive Housing completed the construction of a new
residence for homeless families that combines the short term housing program with services to empower
the families to move to self-sufficiency. Next door, on the same piece of property, Charities Housing
constructed a new, 94 unit affordable housing complex for families. This will create a seamless program
aimed at moving families from temporary housing into permanent, affordable rental
housing.
As part of the move to their new facility in 2012, they received a grant for desktops
for every staff member. These computers have slowly failed over the past 4 years
and the staff has had to borrow computers from the Computer Lab, which is used
by their clients, so the Lab is operating at half capacity. SOSJ donated $10,000 to
FSH for the purchase of 18 Dell processors and one networked printer.
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ST. JOSEPH COMMANDERY RECRUITMENT
Chevalier John Wayne DuBois KCJSJ
Surrounding ourselves with wonderful people with serving and good hearts is
foundational to the St. Joseph Commandery. Often we meet wonderful people
that make us say wow, what a great person. Have you taken that next step to
consider if they would be a good addition the the Knights of St. John? Take a
leap and invite them to the Summer Garden Party. What a great way to
introduce them to the Order, our philanthropic endeavors and that we’re just
fun people to hang out with.
We have our 2017 Investiture fast approaching in April. It seems a long way
from now, but it comes so fast.
If you have someone in mind, please invite them to the Garden Party. Even if
they can’t make it, please share their name with us, we’d like to help you in
the recruiting effort. Please contact Chevalier John DuBois at
duboisjw@yahoo.com 408-718-226 or your Commander Brian Rauschhuber at
brian@synacity.com 408-406-3446. John and your Commander are here to
assist you in answering any questions your Aspirant may have about the Order, St. Joseph Commandery
and our mission, what becoming a Knight or Dame means, our history and our efforts today help them
gain an understanding of the Knights of St. John.

CAREGIVER
Dame Valerie Burniece DGSJ
While today “caregiver” is generally associated with those who
provide care for those unable to care for themselves, historically a
Caregiver offered comfort through prayer and other religious
means.
As the Commandery’s Caregiver, we ask all to email, call or text
with a challenging situation, from surgery to a serious diagnosis;
for the Knight or Dame or for a loved ones family member. The
news is communicated to the Council members so they can offer
prayers of support. A note is sent and occasionally flowers. With
permission, the Caregiver may also communicate to the entire
Commandery. There have not been requests for a visit, however if
a supportive visit is desired to listen or converse, that is possible.
The goal is for the receiver to feel the love and power of our Order’s “presence” in a time of need, in
accordance with his or her wishes. Contact: vburniece7@gmail.com or mobile 408-355-4563
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