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Dear Knights, Dames and Squires, 

Fall is here and our leaves are falling. One of my favorite times of the year. 

The Summer Garden Party was a smashing success.  Congratulations to Alison and Tom Bakewell who chaired the 

event and the summer garden Committee for a job well done.  We do apologize for any inconvenience caused by 

the Valet Service not being present.  We do forgive them since they made us walk to our car and lose the weight 

from the wonderful meal that was served. 

This year I am pleased to announce our fundraising goals were met.  The combination of the Summer Garden    

Party, Golf Tournament and donations from the members we have raised over 250,000.00. I would like to thank all 

of you for your generous donations.  We are in a position to pay all of our commitments to our charities. We do 

make a difference in the community for the sick and poor. 

The potential aspirant’s reception was held a few weeks ago at Ed and Nathalie Lambert’s Home.  I want to thank 

both of them for their warm and generous hospitality.  The appetizers, wine and pianist were a lovely touch for the 

evening.  John DuBois, Ed Lambert and Colleen Wilcox gave them a little history and information on the  Sover-

eign Order.  If you have a potential aspirant please let John DuBois, Ed Lambert or me know so we can meet with 

them.  Deadline for applications due to the Prior is January 1, 2019.   

St. Joseph Christmas Cocktail Party is on December 13 hosted by Carol and Lin Krebs at their home in Los Gatos.   

This event is chaired by John and Rose Simmons.  The St. Joseph council is underwriting the appetizers at this 

event.  We will be entertained by the Hope Band.  Invitations will be mailed shortly. We hope you will all attend 

with your spouse or significant other.  We do encourage you to bring potential aspirants to this event. 

I wish all of you a Blessed Thanksgiving and look forward to see you soon. 

Yours in St. John, 

Christopher Citti 
Commander St Joseph Commandery 
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St. Joseph Commandery held its annual Summer 

Garden Party on September 15, at the exquisite 

Los Gatos home and gardens of Dame Catharina 

van Gorcum-Elfrink and her husband Willem.  

The party, themed Under the Tuscan Sun, was at-

tended by about 220 members and guests.   

Early arrivals were treated to a fabulous cocktail 
party on the upper terrace of the home and were 

entertained with wonderful music. Opera stars 
Michael Taylor and Jennifer Mitchell joined the 
pianist Michael Touchi to provide guests with  
beautiful Italian opera and some of the amazing 
music from the Broadway hit Phantom of the 

Opera. 





As the evening continued, everyone enjoyed a  

delicious multi-course Tuscan dinner, a silent  

auction and an extremely robust live auction.  The 

guests then danced well into the night to the music 

of Chris Wilder’s band, all of whom are medical 

staff at Santa Clara Valley Medical Center. 

Our thanks go to the entire committee and  

especially to Alison Bakewell and husband Cheva-

lier Tom Bakewell, who co-chaired this  

magnificent party. 

The Summer Garden Party raised $180,000.  This 

year the Commandery has raised a total of 
$250,000 from oblations, the Golf Tournament and 
the Summer Garden Party.  All funds from these 

events will be used to support our 2018 charities. 



 



 

 

  

 

 

In Memoriam 

Chevalier Sir Byron Johns Scott Norwood, KGSJ  

June 1926 - June 2018 

Professor Emeritus Sir Byron Johns Scott Norwood, San Jose 

State  University, who was affectionally known by friends as 

Scott, left the Earth for what he whimsically described as the 

"Great Beyond" in June 2018. He was a beloved husband to his 

wife Barbara; a beloved father to his son and daughter Scotty 

and Beverly; and a beloved patriarch to his daughter-in-law  

Carol Ann, and to his two grandchildren, Matthew and  

Samantha.  

Scott was born in San Diego, California, in 1926. During World War II, he accelerated his 

high school graduation to join the Navy and served in combat in the Pacific in 1944-1946. 

After the war, he was commissioned in the Naval Reserve and earned degrees in Business 

Administration from the University of California Los Angeles and the Harvard Business 

School. He served as Board Chairman of Radiation Detection Company.  Scott found life as a 

business executive very rewarding, but also incomplete. Thus, he entered academe for the 

next 50 years. 

He was a distinguished scholar who was tenured in two departments at SJSU where he taught 

Contemporary Russian Studies, Strategic Management and International Business.  Beyond 

academe, Scott was also a life-long public servant who was recognized  for leadership in  

support of local and state communities across California and the West Coast; and for his  

contributions to National security institutions. Additionally, Scott was recognized for his 

achievements by two Orders of Knighthood, The Sovereign Order of St. John of Jerusalem, 

Knights Hospitaller and The Knights Templar. 

 

http://www.legacy.com/memorial-sites/ww2/?personid=189456751&affiliateID=1298


 
Summer Social 

July 2018  

At The Home of  

John and Donna DuBois 

Over forty Knights, Dames and guests gathered in the hillside home of 
former Commander John and his wife Donna for a lively Knight Out, 
the second of our Summer Socials. It was wonderful to see so many of 
our Order gather for fun and fellowship on one of the summer’s hottest 
evenings.  While chatting on the patio overlooking the Valley of 
Heart’s Delight or sharing a glass of wine there was excitement in the 
air as everyone was talking about the upcoming Summer Garden Party - 
Under the Tuscan Sun - Saturday, September 15th. 
 
Midway through the evening SGP chair Chevalier Tom Bakewell took 
a few moments to recognize and thank our hosts and share some excit-
ing details for the Summer Garden Party.  Truly an evening not to be 
missed.   

By Dame Allison Abbot-Kline 



 
Summer Social 

August 2018 

At The Home of 

Norman Kline 

and Allison Abbott-Kline 

Chevalier Norman Kline and Dame Allison Abbott-Kline opened 

their beautiful Rose Garden home in August for the third of these 

“Just for Fun” parties.  Their lovely gardens combined with the  

excellent weather provided the perfect place for guests to enjoy a 

wonderful Italian buffet and an evening of friendship.   

Representatives of some of 2018 charities were among the 75 

guests attending the event. 

These Summer Socials provided an opportunity for our own 

members to socialize and to bring potential aspirants to learn 

more about our Sovereign Order and the charities that we serve. 

If you have any questions or you would like to host a Summer 

Social in 2019, please contact Dame Allison Abbott-Kline at 408-

464-4721. 

 



Save These Dates—St. Joseph Commandery  
Commandery Christmas Party - December 13, 2018 

 

Other Upcoming Events 

San Francisco Commandery White Cross Ball 
December 1, 2018 
 

Thank you to Dame Allison Abbott-Kline and Bob 

Avery who graciously provided photographs for  

our newsletter. 

. 

International Website 

The International Website has become one of our most important tools.  The focus of this website is to provide information 

for members and potential new members.  The Commandery Profile is a particularly important tool when our Aspirants are 

looking for information about our Sovereign Order and especially about the work of our St. Joseph Commandery.  To use this 

website, you must go to http://SOSJInternational.org/register/ and fill in the requested data and set up your own password.  

Please register today. 

Investiture Dates  

 Victoria Commandery -  October 20, 2018 

Commandery of Hungary - November 24, 2018 

Priories of  the Western United States and San 
Francisco Area - April 26 and 27, 2019 

Commandery of the Sierras - June 22. 2019 

 

The Regalia of our Sovereign Order 

 

 

 

The Regalia of the Sovereign Order is determined by the authority of the Sovereign Council as in 

the various Ranks and Grades of Members on the recommendation of the Grand Marshal in  

consultation with the King of Arms and approval of Le Petit Conseil and Grand Master. 

In normal circumstances, Regalia is only worn for formal or ceremonial functions of the  

Sovereign Order.  Exceptions to this are funerals or memorial services of a deceased Member, 

when attending an event authorized by proper military authority, and when attending an event 

as the official representative of the Sovereign Order. 

 
 

 

Once again, a big Thank You to Alison and Tom 

Bakewell and their terrific committee for a 

fabulous Summer Garden Party. 

http://SOSJInternational.org/register/

