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Commander’s Letter  
Commander Diane Mancini DJSJ 
THE TIME FOR GRATITUDE
I would like to take this time to welcome our newest member Richard Harris and 
his wife Ann Marie. Richard was invested at the April 21 Investiture in San 
Francisco.  On June 9th Linda Nichole and Allen Kennedy will be invested in 
Vancouver, growing the Sierra Commandery to twenty-one. 

I am constantly taken aback by the passion and generosity of our members.  This 
year we have been able to assist more charities then usual due to member gifts and 
matching funds from the Commandery. We will be presenting an $8,000 check to 
Safe Embrace, a $5,000 check to Compassion Community Clinic and a $10,000 check 
to Awaken.  As a smaller Commandery each one of you plays a very important part 
in the success of our mission to help the sick and the poor in the local Reno 
community.

This July the Sovereign Counsel meeting is being held in Tempere, Finland.  A one-day Special Meeting is 
being held on Sunday, July 1, 2018 for the express purpose of electing our new Grand Master. It is with 
particular pride both personally and for the Sierra Commandery that I 
announce amongst the three qualified nominees is H.E. Bailiff Brooks 
Mancini, GCSJ.  The other two nominees are H.E. Conventual  Bailiff 
Grand Marshall Bill Stein, GCSJ from the San Francisco Commandery 
and H.E, Bailiff Joe Rude, GCSJ, Grand Master Emeritus, HOSJ from the 
Palm Beaches Commandery.  Brooks and I will be attending the SCM.  
Following the Meeting we will join up with BJ Sullivan, Bob and Tami 
Barengo, Jack and Suzy McLeod, Renee Verrier and Mrylen Ann Knafelc 
for a Silver Seas cruise on the Baltic. What great fun and camaraderie we 
look forward to.

Yours in St. John, Commander Diane Mancini
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Commandery of the Sierras 
Meeting Schedule / Host  
June	11,	2018	Twisted	Fork,	hosted	by	
Wendell	Norris	&	Mrylen	Ann	Knafelc	

July	23,	2018	Don	Wi=	

August	20,	2018	Jack	&	Suzy	McLeod	

September	17,	2018	Renee	Verrier	&	
Frank	Fado
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Member Spotlight 
Dame Jeanne Walpole DCSJ

Our special Commandery of the Sierras member 
spotlight is Dame Jeanne Walpole.  Since Jeanne has a 
background in journalism, thought it was best to let 
Jeanne, tell her story firsthand. 

I was born in Kalispell, Montana, where I learned at a 
very early age to love and appreciate the outdoors. I 
grew up hiking, fishing and picking huckleberries in and 
around Glacier National Park which offers some of the 
most spectacular mountain scenery on our planet. I’m 
still a nature lover at heart and put a premium on being able to get outdoors every day to hike and/or 
backcountry ski. 

As much as I loved the rural Montana lifestyle, I left to attend Washington State University where I 
received my BA in foreign languages and education with a minor in international relations. Following 
graduation my first husband and I moved to Fallon, NV, where we joined his father in the gaming and 
hospitality industry. In addition, I was able to put my college degree to use by teaching high school 
Spanish and geography. When my father-in-law retired a few years later, we assumed sole ownership of 
the business and grew it to be the largest employer in the county. 

After 20 years of 7x24 commitment to this family enterprise, we sold it and moved to Sun Valley, ID, 
where our three sons were thrilled to continue their ski racing. Although they raced with future 
Olympians who were almost born on skis, our sons soon realized their futures would lie in intellectual 
careers rather than athletic. However, living in this mountain paradise gave us all the opportunity to 
luxuriate in a lifestyle that was almost completely oriented to outdoor activities. Needless to say, we 
became very good at these pursuits, spending our days skiing, hiking, fishing and golfing. 

When the boys left for college I also went back to school, eventually receiving my MA in journalism from 
the University of Memphis in Memphis, TN. Then my second husband and I moved back to Nevada 
where I began writing for a variety of print publications. The advent of technology during this time has 
been very fortunate as it has enabled me to work from anywhere. Since I’m very curious by nature and 
love research and communication, a career in journalism (as it used to be practiced!) has been a very 
good fit.

Growing up in a small town develops a sense of community so at a very early age we Kalispell kids 
learned about and participated in philanthropy. Some of my earliest childhood memories involve doing 

(continued next page)
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(continued Spotlight Dame Jeanne Walpole)

things for charity through the Girl Scouts, Rainbow Girls, the church and the school. My parents were 
“giving back” long before that became an overused expression for helping others. Quite simply, it was 
what we all did because it was part of who we were. Those seeds of philanthropy were planted deep and 
continue to be a significant part of my life. I have been very involved in nonprofits wherever I’ve lived 
and consider that involvement to be some of the most enriching experiences I’ve enjoyed over the years.

Becoming a Dame has enabled me to participate in charity in a somewhat different way. Although all of 
us Knights and Dames contribute and work on an individual level to help others, I’m impressed by how 
much more we can do by coming together. I was invested into the Commandery of the Sierras in 2009 
and since then have served as Secretary, Vice Commander and Commander. My partner, James, was 
invested in 2011 and is currently the Treasurer of the Commandery. We have enjoyed walking the SOSJ 
path together by helping charities and socializing with other Knights and Dames. Watching our 
Commandery grow has been very inspiring to both of us and we look forward to many more exciting 
times in the future. 

The Commandery of the Sierras is very proud to have Jeanne as such an active member. (editor)

Commandery of the Sierras Community Support 

Last December as part of Reno City Lights™ the Commandery of the Sierras raised money to benefit the 
Veterans Guest House. Reno’s Veterans Guest House (VGH) provides temporary overnight housing for 
thousands of military service veterans and their families when they are receiving medical treatment in 
the Reno/Sparks area. VGH is the only facility of its kind that relies on private rather than public monies. 
The commandery donated $15,000 towards the ongoing expansion of the guest house which will increase 
their bed capacity from 17 to 33 plus expand their range of amenities and services.
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Our Latest Support Efforts 2018 

Our Commandery has a huge heart.  While our Reno City Lights™ is our every 
other year premier fundraising event, we still give in off years as well.  This year 
our Almoner Chevalier Ray Pezonella received requests from our members.  While 
our treasury is not huge.  We reviewed each of these submissions and after careful 
consideration of our available Treasury and some very generous “matching” and 
beyond from our members, we will be issuing $23,000.00 later this spring and 
summer!  The benefactors include Compassion Community Clinic, Awaken 
“Communities united to end sex trafficking” and SafeEmbrace. 

Compassion Community Clinic is a non-profit dental clinic which offers “Health and 
Hope” to low-income, uninsured adults in our community. CC Clinic is the first and 
only ongoing, faith based, free dental clinic in Norther Nevada.  In Washoe County, 1 in 
4 adults are estimated to have no dental insurance.  This equates to thousands of adults 
who need access to dental care.  Since CC Clinic opened in December 2013 they have served 
$550,000 worth of free dental treatment over 961 appointments serving 397 patients.  CC Clinic 
would used our donation toward further advancing their future plans. Expanding services, shorter 
waiting time for patients, hiring two part-time dental assistants.

Awaken is a local faith-based non-profit organization whose mission is 
to increase awareness and education surrounding the issue of 
commercial sexual exploitation and to provide housing and restoration 
for its victims. Awaken acts to transform our community with the 
ultimate goal of eradicating commercial exploitation. We aim for 

victims of commercial exploitation to be restored to their fullest potential.  We aspire to be an 
inspirational model for other communities.  Awaken has a need to procure a moving-truck which would 
be utilized to move victims when they have an urgent need to move from where they are living to 
alternative housing.  

Safe Embrace was established in 1994 to facilitate support groups for 
female domestic violence. The organization operates 24-hour crisis 
hotline, provides secure shelter for survivors of domestic violence 
and their children and pets, provides sexual assault support services, 
engages community outreach and prevention education, offers transitional housing / Moving to Work 
assistance to survivors after leaving the shelter.  Safe Embrace has responded to more than 900 local 
survivors in crisis, providing more than 6,500 safe nights in emergency shelter. The organization has 
launched a capital campaign for the Safe Embrace Emergency Shelter Expansion Project.  
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New Members 

Invested in the Grace Cathedral on April 21, Richard Harris (see below) is one of three new individuals 
that are coming into the Commandery of the Sierras.  We welcome Richard along with two other 
Aspirants Allen Kennedy and Linda Nicole, both to be invested in Vancouver on June 9.  We will provide 
details on Allen and Linda in our next newsletter following their Investing. 

Meet our latest Knight 
Chevalier Richard Harris KSJ 

Now retired from a 42-year law career specializing in mining, 
Richard Harris wishes to dedicate more time to community service.  
Before entering his law career he was a Captain in the U.S. Army. His 
family came to Nevada in 1861 (three years before it became a state), 
and were heavily involved in support of the University of Nevada 
Reno and other local charitable and educational groups. He and his 
wife, Ann Marie, have endowed the Richard and Ann Marie Harris 
Fund for student excellence in the College of Science at UNR to 
recruit, support and retain students in natural resource development 
who might otherwise have difficulty in obtaining a college degree. 
They are also providing financial and moral support to a Shoshone 
woman, a wounded Army Veteran, who is succeeding at law school 

and the MBA program at the 
University of Montana.  

Richard, in recent years, received 
his Ph.D in Political Science (Environmental Policy) at University of 
Reno Nevada and amongst many awards and accommodations was 
Alumnus of the Year of the Mackay School of Earth Science and 
Engineering.

A person with many interests, Richard is a PADI Master Scuba Diver, 
has a First Degree Black Belt is a member of the Travelers Century 
Club (130 plus countries visited: 7 continents twice and a life member 
of the American Rose Society and past-president.

We are excited to have Richard join our Commandery and welcome 
his enthusiasm and support.
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Events Around The Order

June	8,	2018	-	June	9,	2018	Vancouver	Commandery	Investiture	

June 29, 2018 - July 4, 2018 - Sovereign Council Meeting - Finland 2018 

July 4, 2018 Western Military Commandery Second Annual Brunch

July 5, 2018 - July 13 Post Sovereign Council Meeting Scandinavian Tour

August 18, 2018 Western Military Commandery Outing and Lunch

September 15, 2018 St. Joseph Commandery Summer Garden Party

October 8, 2018 Western Military Commandery "Under the Angels”

October 13, 2018 Victoria Commandery Investiture

October 20, 2018 Western Military Commandery Crusade V

November 11, 2018 Western Military Commandery Veterans’ Day Observance and Brunch

November 24, 2018 Commandery of Hungary Investiture

December 1, 2018 San Francisco Commandery White Cross Ball

September 14, 2020 - September 20, 2020 Sovereign Council Meeting Vancouver 2020

(more information www.sosjinternational.org)
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