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A message from the Regency:

The Role of King Peter IIC and The Rules

Our Constitution (KP IIC) replaces the previous
The roles of the Grand Master as specified in
Constitutions, Customs, and Codes and is based on
KPIIC are quite specific relating first primarily to
the Royal Charter given to the Order on October 1,
appointments and promotions, which are usually
1963 in Paris by its Protector, His Majesty King Peter
specified to be after approval by LPC, and second to
II of Yugoslavia. The Rules of the Sovereign Order
the withholding of a decision by LPC or a law or an
is a longer document with the primary function to
order by the Sovereign Council for a specified
give practical guidance to the requirements specified
number of days for reconsideration. Their decisions
in KP IIC as well as to reflect additional requirements
are considered final after that review period.
imposed by the specific decisions of the Sovereign
Promotions to Knight or Dame of Grace are the
Council known as ordinances. There have been only
exception to LPC concurrence.
three changes to KP IIC over the intervening years.
The LPC is the Executive of our Order, tasked
The first was a very strict amending formula passed
with
the basic conduct of the business between
unanimously in 1998 by the Sovereign Council,
meetings
of the Sovereign Council. The five
Bailiffs, and Chapter General that would allow for
members of LPC, addressed as Conventual Bailiffs
updates over time to insure continued relevance but
only during the period they hold their temporary
preclude trivial and frequent changes. The second
H.E. Conventual Bailiff, Grand
responsibility, function to insure the Order fulfills its
was to clarify the status of Dames within the Order
Commander Lawrence Owen
Mission as well as meet the needs of the Order in
Brown GCSJ, GCMSJ, MMSJ
consistent with the ideals of a free world and the
continuing to prepare strong leadership, operate
rights of men and women as defined by the Universal
Declaration of the United Nations. This also passed
within the constructs of KP IIC and The Rules, and
unanimously in 1998, through the amending
grow stronger in aid to the sick and poor that we
procedure, that all references to Knights or the male
serve. The Line Organization made up of Grand
gender shall be taken to be inclusive of Dames and
Priories, Priories, and Commanderies fulfill the basic
the female gender. The third has actually been a
Mission of raising funds, providing Service, and
series of changes to the term and specified title of
selecting the charities to receive those from the
office for the Grand Master, which was last changed
Order. This is the vital function of the Order and the
in 2010 to be a term of eight years. The latter was
roles and actions of every element above the
done to accommodate Grand Master Yves de Villepin
Commandery must remember that it is there to
who felt strongly that there must be a Grand Master
enhance that functionality, not to impede it with
but the age limits and terms of service have a
political issues that disturb or confuse it. Since the
practical limit in the modern world which make
SCM in Cleveland in September 2016, an incredible
appointments for life unrealistic.
amount of time and energy has been expended in
The Reunification, which occurred in 2010 in
challenges to the prescribed roles of the leadership
Budapest, was signed and implemented based on H.E. Bailiff Al Wagner GCSJ, MMSJ
that have reflected a lack of understanding of the
KPIIC as amended and the Rules of the Sovereign
documents that guide our Order in fulfilling its
Order. King Peter foresaw that there could be times
Mission. There is a time-and-place for suggestions to
when the Grand Master could not be available to
improve our behavior and efforts for consideration
carry out the required functions. These could be
by the Sovereign Council, which is the legislative
temporary, in which case the replacements are
body and designated holder of the Sovereignty by
officially the first, then the second Vice-President of
King Peter. Continuous challenges to the Supreme
the Sovereign Council. However, in the event of
Court of every management decision appropriately
death or the resignation, incapacity, or unavailability
made as well as assertions that the traditions of
for any reason whatsoever, a Council of Regents is
chivalry must be observed even when they conflict
formed immediately and made up of the
with the guiding documents of our Order are
Vice-Presidents of the Sovereign Council and a third
unproductive, irresponsible, and conflict in the oaths
Bailiff appointed by the Protector. If there is no
taken at every level to respect the other members as
Protector, the third member is elected by LPC.
well as the reputation of the Order. Great success
There was a period after the death of Prince André
has been achieved by this Order when operating
as Grand Master that the Regency was chaired by
under the guidance given us by King Peter II and the
Grand Commander Pincket of Belgium that remained
H.E. Conventual Bailiff, Grand
realities of the late 20 and 21st centuries. It is time
in place for about 4 years. In an effort to avoid such
Hospitaller Patrice de Gail, GCSJ
to LOOK FORWARD, not try to dwell in the
a prolonged period in the future, the Sovereign
methods that may have worked well in the middle of
Council imposed an ordinance that the Council of
the last Millennium but are not practical or well-received in the
Regents shall take all reasonable steps to call a meeting of the Sovereign
challenges faced in todays world for serving the sick and poor that we
Council within 180 days for the purpose of electing a Grand Master or
are here to help.
Lieutenant Grand Master.

Priory of Brittany
Feast of St John and Investiture, June 24, 2017

From June 23rd to 25th, the Knights and
Dames of the Priory of Brittany met at the
Cistercian Abbey “Our Lady of Joy” for the
feast of Saint John for new investitures and to
organize some meetings.
On Friday 23rd we held the General Meeting
of our “Association des Oeuvres Sociales et
Hospitalieres de l’Ordre Régulier de Saint Jean
de Terre Sainte en Bretagne” which is supervised
by some members of the Priory. We approved the
financial results and heard the activity reports of
the directors of our 6 institutions (3
medico-psycho-educational Centers for children
and 3 work Centers for disabled people).
In the evening we had the “Veillée d'Arme or the Vigil
Watch”. It was held in the chapel of the abbey. This is an
ancient ceremony we have conserved in the Priory of Brittany,
where focus is drawn to the meanings of the Cross of Saint
John, the four branches representing the four chivalric virtues,
prudence, justice, strength and temperance, and the eight

New Knights Jean-Philippe,
Jean-Luc with
Bailiff Patrice de Gail

Investiture ceremony

points representing the eight Beatitudes. The postulants are
asked orally to justify before the assembled Knights and
Dames the reason for wishing to become a part of the Order.
Then they receive the ancient “Règle” of the Order and the
prayer of the Order. At the end of the ceremony, the capes and
insignia are transferred to their mentors for safekeeping until
the next day. The Vigil of Arms is an important moment in the
preparation for the investiture that allows everyone to reflect
on their commitment to the Order.
On Saturday June 24th, we held The General Chapter of the
Priory. Unfortunately our Prior Eric Bihan was away for
family reasons. The chapter was held by our former Prior
Bernard Lévêque. We approved the financial results and
reviewed participation to local activities. Our brother Patrice
de Gail Grand Hospitaller summarised the international
activity of the Order. He also gave us information about the
next Sovereign Council to be held in 2018 in Finland.

In the afternoon we had the Investiture
Ceremony. Two new Aspirants joined The Order:
for the Commandery Nantes-Pays-de-Rez, Mr
Jean-Pilippe GUILLARD and for the
Commandery of Leon-Cornouaille, Mr Jean-Luc
COTTIN.
After our Marshal Jose Dayot gave a brief
review of the History of the Order, the mass was
celebrated by Father Jean-Pierre the chaplain of
the abbey.
At the end of the mass, the Grand Hospitaller
Conventual Bailiff Patrice de GAIL, member of
the Regency representing the Grand Master,
dubbed Jean-Pilippe GUILLARD and Jean-Luc
COTTIN.
We were honored to welcome H.E. the Grand Prior of
Central Europe, Martin Marschner von Helmreich and his
wife, Jacqueline, Commander of the Commandery of
“Monaco-Italy in formation” Dames and Knigths of the
Monaco Commandery as well as the Grand Conservator
Conventual Bailiff Dag Von Schantz and Priors of Brittany,
H.E. Pierre Le Moine and Bernard Leveque.

Cocktail

In the garden of the abbey

In the evening we all gathered for a gala dinner at the Hotel
King Arthur.
On Sunday, after mass and lunch together, everyone
departed in the afternoon.
Prior Eric Le Bihan KJSJ

General Chapter 2017
of the Priory of Brittany

On October 7 and
8, 2017 the Knights
and Dames of the
Priory met at the
Cistercian Abbey
of “La Joie Notre
Dame” for two
days of retirement.
On Saturday morning a meeting of the board of directors
was held of our charity association for Humanitarian actions
undertaken by the Priory of Brittany under the presidency of
Knight Philippe Vincent. It has been decided to inaugurate
on December 21st the new buildings of our centre in Brest.
In the afternoon, we heard a very interesting presentation
by Pastor Alexandersson on the 500th anniversary of the
Protestant Reformation and a comment by Brother Rémy
on “The affirmation of the Christian inspiration of health
institutions in the French legal framework” and at the end of
the day a presentation of Brother Jean-Philippe reported on
the work of our future website.

Pastor Alexandersson
On Sunday morning, we held a
Prieural Council under the
presidency of our Prior Eric Le
Bihan and in the presence of
Baillif Patrice de Gail. There
were not very members present
due to illness or family
obligations. Brother Patrice de Gail gave us an account of
the Order’s situation at the international level and detailed
the registration procedures for participation in the next
Grand Sovereign Council in Tampere, Finland.
After the Chapter, we attended mass in the priory chapel
with the sisters and prayed for unity in the Order.
Our retreat ended with a meal taken together at the abbey
and Prior Eric solemnly handed over their knightly
diplomas to brothers Jean-Philippe and Jean-Luc
As every year, this weekend was an opportunity to share
experiences, listen to presentations and pray together.

Knights and Dames after the Mass

Knight Jean-Luc

Knight Jean-Philippe

Death of Brother Joël
CUZON du REST
Former Prior of Brittany
Our Brother Joel Cuzon du Rest left us in his
95th year. He was “Prieur de Bretagne” in the
80's and also one of the founders of our
“Association of Social Works and
Hospitallers From the Regular Order of Saint
John of the Holy Land in Britain” under the
auspices of the Order witch help
handicapped people. He was the Prior of
Brittany when our Grand Master Emeritus,
Yves de Villepin, join the Order in 1982.
He also played an important role in
defending the identity and culture of
Brittany. Always faithful to his commitment
as Chevalier, he regularly attended the
meetings of the Priory and through his great
talent and experience gave good advice on
the conduct of our projects. Let us pray for
him.

Priory of Scotland
Post Glasgow Investiture Tour of Scotland

After discussions with
many members at last
year’s
Sovereign
Council Meeting in
Cleveland,
we
decided to offer a post
Investiture mini tour
of Scotland, as an
added incentive to
those making the trip
to
Glasgow
Commandery’s 2017
Investiture.
Little did we realise
that this would be
quite so popular, with
39 members from Canada, USA, Germany,
England and Scotland signing up for what
was a most enjoyable tour.
After a successful Investiture weekend,
those attending the tour assembled on the
Monday morning and set off from Glasgow
for the Highlands.
First stop was south of Oban at Loch
Melfort Hotel with stunning views down
the sea loch. Next day we set off for Oban
to catch the ferry to Mull and onward
across that beautiful island to take ship
again across the Sound of Mull to Iona, the
cradle of Christianity in Scotland. Saint
Columba set up his monastery there to
bring Christianity to Scotland and many of
Scotland’s kings were buried at the Abbey.
Saint Columba was evidently watching
over us since we were blessed with
beautiful weather and a calm crossing over
shimmering seas. Returning to Loch
Melfort that evening for dinner, the
company was in convivial mood and spirits
were high given that all were now
convinced that Scotland always basks in
sunshine in August. Next day saw us set off
once again to travel via the brooding beauty
of Glencoe, followed by the cheering
influence of a visit to the distillery in Fort
William, the majesty of Eilean Donan Castle, and finally
over the sea to Skye, but over the bridge this time.
Next day we left Skye behind us to cross back to the
mainland on the ferry from Armadale to Mallaig. There the
joys of fish suppers with fish freshly caught that morning
were enjoyed by all before we boarded the Jacobite Express
train (otherwise known to many as the Hogwarts’ Express in
the Harry Potter films) back to Fort William. We travelled
on the scenic West Highland line, although this time, the

train did not take to the air as it crossed the Glenfinnan
viaduct above the spot where Bonnie Prince Charlie rallied
the clans at the start of the ‘45 Jacobite Rebellion. Our
return to Fort William for the evening provided the
opportunity for a well earned rest and dinner.
Next day we set off along the Great Glen to Loch Ness
where Nessie failed to appear as we sailed from historic
Urquhart Castle down the loch en route to Inverness and
Culloden Moor. The moor was the scene of the last battle on
British soil, where the Jacobite army was massacred at the
hands of an army under the command of the Duke of
Cumberland, son of King George. He was otherwise to be
known throughout Scottish history as “Butcher
Cumberland.” Spirits thereafter were raised by a visit to
Cawdor Castle, home of the Earls and Thanes of Cawdor
for over 500 years and used by Shakespeare as the
centrepiece of his play Macbeth. Shopping
time was enjoyed at Johnston’s of Elgin on
our journey down Speyside to Grantown
on Spey for the last dinner of our tour.
Most generous presentations were made to
myself and Dame Lynda by the company.
Our final day was spent in glorious
sunshine at the Braemar Highland Games
where we were privileged to attend in the
company of Her Majesty the Queen, albeit
at a distance. We were entertained with
marching bands of pipers and drummers
and highland games. A few members had
thoughts about maybe entering an SOSJ
team next year in the tug of war or even the
legendary race up to the top of the
neighbouring hill and back to the stadium.
Tired and sun burnt !!, we left the Games to
wend our way southward, stopping briefly
to view the giant horse sculptures of the
Kelpies at Falkirk, before arriving back in
Glasgow. Fond farewells were bid to and
from our many friends at the end of what
had been a most enjoyable tour blessed
with good company and good weather.
After many hints from members, an
undertaking was made by the writer that if
interest was sufficient in 2 years time after
the next Glasgow investiture, another tour
might be possible, perhaps venturing further north, maybe
even to visit the homes our Viking forebears in Orkney and
Shetland.
Our heartfelt thanks are due to all who supported this
event with their presence and their good company. Haste ye
back!
Alan McCulloch KJSJ
Prior of Scotland

Commandery of GlaSGow

The Commandery of
Glasgow has had a
very busy year. In
January we hosted our
Burns Supper at The
Hotel De Vin. A
significant part of the
proceedings included a
musical extravaganza
which featured
contributions from Mr
Eddie Maguire the well
known Scottish
composer and flautist.
To set the flavour the
Haggis was piped in by Top Scottish Piper Peter Hunt and
Prior Alan McCulloch was featured in the Address to the
Haggis. A substantial sum was raised at this event for our
charitable work. We are now well ahead with the
planning of the 2018 Burns Supper scheduled to be held
at the Glasgow Hilton Hotel on Friday 26th January.
Our next event was the The Glasgow Commandery
Investiture held in August which was attended by Knights and
Dames from the Americas and Europe. The four day event
started on the Thursday evening with Bailiff May Storrie
hosting a magnificent informal Meet the Aspirants BBQ at
her home.
On the Friday evening we paid our customary visit to the
Edinburgh Royal Military Tattoo which was as outstanding
as ever and enjoyed by 100 Knights, Dames and guests.
Saturday was the day of our Investiture held in St Mary's
Cathedral. Attending were 27 Knights, 22 Dames, 10
Aspirants and 32 guests. In the absence of our late beloved
Grandmaster David Rolfe, we were honoured to have as the
Presiding Officer, H.E. Conventual Bailiff, Grand Marshall
William Stein GCSJ., H.E. Conventual Bailiff Owen Brown
was also in attendance and presented the Medal of Merit to
Chevalier Thomas Palviranta for his work in Europe and the
Grand Priory of Finland. An excellent Allocation was
delivered by Chevalier John Pettit and the Ceremony of
Investiture was led by our new Minister to the Commandery
of Glasgow, The Reverend Christine Murdoch. 10 Aspirants
were welcomed in to the Order in the Commanderies of
Germany, The Sierras and Scotland.
Following the Investiture, members, guests and friends
danced the night away to the John Carmichael Ceiidh Band
after enjoying a champagne reception and sumptuious dinner.
On the Sunday a group, organised and led by Commander
Ruth and Bailiff May, enjoyed shopping at Lomond Shores
before taking a boat trip and a Champagne Afternoon Tea on
the Silver Dolphin cruising Loch Lomond followed by a visit
to Glengoyne Whisky Distillery where everyone enjoyed a
wee dram. The weather was exceptionally kind, the sun
shone, not usual in Scotland
On the Monday a group of members departed for a tour of
the Highlands of Scotland organised by Prior Alan
McCulloch.
Commander Ruth Chappell-Fleming DGSJ

Commander
Ruth
Chappell-Fleming
organised an informal
pre-Christmas supper for
members, guests and
individuals
who
had
expressed an interest in
the Order. The event was
held at Eusebi where
everyone
present
thoroughly enjoyed the evening with good food, wine
and animated conversation. Bailiff May Storrie and her
son Chevalier Grahame Storrie joined the evening as
guests of the Commander. The members present
expressed a wish that the Commander organise more
of these informal evenings.

PLANTS OF THE BIBLE (Part 1)
10:2,3.4 and in Amos 6:12. This plant
Anyone with even a passing
was clearly well known to William
acquaintance with the Bible, will
Shakespeare who in Hamlet, has
know that this foundation stone of
Hamlet’s uncle in trying to usurp both
Christianity is a huge repository of
his brother’s crown and his queen,
abstruse, even esoteric lore. That this
approaching the sleeping King to pour
is the case, can be seen from the fact
poisonous Hemlock into the King’s ear.
that whole books have been written
Probably the most famous poisoning
on subjects such as “The Number
with Hemlock was that of Socrates who
Seven in the Bible, “The Gems On
was forced to drink poison in 399 B.C.
The High-Priest’s Breast-Plate” and
Socrates
The Plants Of The Bible.” This short
himself reporting the
symptom of losing consciousness
article is intended as the first of a
progressively from the feet upward.
series of articles on a subject which
we hope will interest readers of The
A striking reference to hemlock is in
European. The intention herein is to
Amos 6:12 where we find the line “For
present Biblical plant lore in
ye have turned judgement into gall and
conjunction with material gleaned
the fruit of righteousness into hemlock.”
from the materia medicas of both
Turning to Dr. Clarke’s Dictionary we
herbal medicine and homoeopathy.
find hemlock in minute doses being
Beginning with the LILY which we
advocated for asthma, eye problems,
find in Ecclesiasticus 50:8 and in
ulcers and sterility. Clarke also advises
Luke 5:13.
the use of hemlock at the onset of
serious medical conditions, in a similar
Also mentioned in Canticles, the Lily
manner to his advising the use of
is presented as a symbol of loveliness.
another plant poison Aconite at the onset
Because the Lily has an underground
of acute conditions. The final plant that
bulb which supplies the plant with
Lilly
we will look at in this article, is
nourishment, it is possible to see in the
Mandragora Offinarum, commonly
symbolism of this plant, a parallel with
known as Mandrake. The Mandrake is
the Lotus of the Hindus and Buddhists,
referred to in Genesis 30: 1, 14, 22, 23,
who see in the Lotus with its roots in the
24. and it is familiar from the story of
mud at the bottom of ponds and its
Leah and Rachel. Therapeutically the
blossoms on the surface of the water, a
plant is commonly seen as being a
metaphor for the human condition. In
counterbalance to infertility. It is part of
Canticles the Lily is particularly singled
the Solanaceae or potato family and it is
out as a symbol of attractiveness and
found growing profusely in both the
loveliness. And with their ”Law of
Near East and in Southern Europe. The
Similars” *
the folklorists and
Mandrake
root of Mandrake can be large, even
herbalists often see the flower of the
enormous and because it can resemble
Lily as being symbolic of the female
the shape of the human body a great deal
genitalia, the structure of the flower
of often fantastic folklore has grown up
having the equivalent of the labia major
around this plant. In the modern world
and minor, the stamens and pollen also
where infertility has become a veritable
being seen as having anatomical
plague, herbalists still use Mandrake for
correlations.
this problem and the homoeopathic
In the therapeutic dimension, if we
remedy Podophyllum or American
turn to the literature of homoeopathic
Mandrake, is listed by Clarke under
medicine and Dr. John Henry Clarke’s
cholera, heart conditions, whooping
Dictionary of Materia Medica, we find
Hemlock
cough, gall-stones and uterine disorders.
Clarke describing the Lily as being useful
(
Readers
please note that nothing herein
in conditions ranging from heart problems, to dysentery,
should
be
taken
as
a
cue
for
self-prescribing but rather,
fibroma and various uterine disorders including
always
seek
the
advice
of
a
qualified
medical practitioner.)
displacements and subinvolutions. In herbal medicine, and
the British Herbal Pharmacopoeia we find the Lily indicated
• The belief that the Creator has shaped plants so as to give
for coughs, catarrh and respiratory problems generally.
clues
to their therapeutic use.
Another interesting plant with Biblical connections is
Chevalier Brian Fleming KSJ
Hemlock or Conium Maculatum. Mentioned in Hosea

Obituary
Commander Anselmo Sarchi, KJSJ
“It is in Him that the blessed
resurrection is resplendent for us”

Our Brother Commander Anselmo
SarchiI KJSJ, died on Friday, October
28th 2017, at 1:30 pm with a devastating
myocardial infarction, in the arms of his
92 year old Mother. Anselmo was 49
years of age and was the “spirit of the
Order” in Italy. His life should serve as
an example to all of us.
Our Brother Anselmo was Baron of his
native town of Isoverde, Italy where his
father, was a Doctor and also the
Pharmacist.
Brother Anselmo did his military service
in the mountain troops of the Taurinense
brigade, battalion of the Alpines of
Mondovi. He participated in the framework
of armed and airborne troops in
humanitarian missions, including for the
UN in Mozambique. He was promoted to
Honorary Colonel and was a historian of
the West Indies Command of the Legion of
Frontiersmen.
Our Brother Anselmo was an outstanding
student and was a Doctor in Political
Science as well as in Art History. His
publications were numerous but here we
remember three of them:
“The Order of Malta in International
Law”
“Order of Saint John, Russian Grand
Priory”
“Ukrainian Nationalism”
These publications give insight in to his life and work and
trace his chosen path in spirituality.
Born Catholic, he converted to Orthodoxy and was made
a deacon in this religion on July 13, 2014. He wanted to
become a priest and was to be ordained on December 8th,
this year in honour of our blessed Mary.
What he did for others far exceeds what can be
enumerated here, he was involved in at least four important
missions, some as distant as Peru and Madagascar. Without
the weekly reports he made to Dame Jacqueline,
co-Commander of Monaco Italy, we would never have
known the extent of his devotion to our Order because he
did everything with the greatest humility and reverence to
the SOSJ.
Anselmo was invested as a Knight on September 15,
2002 in the Church of the Holy Trinity of Fossano, Italy.

He delivered a sermon at SOSJ as early as
May 17, 2008 and many of our Knights and
Dames, both in Europe and North America
will have fond memories of this.
He was particularly appreciated for the
devotion to our Order and we received
many testimonies, to name but a few, from
our Brothers René Tonna-Barthet, Dag von
Schantz and David Petitpierre. With many
of us he had regular warm handwritten
correspondence as he never owned a
computer.
On November 5th, 2013 he was
appointed Commander of the Commandery
of Italy “in formation” and promoted to the
rank of Knight of Justice in June 2017.
Our Brother Anselmo deserves to be
remembered with warm affection, his life
although too short, was lived as a Christian
with devotion and humility to the Order
and to his neighbours, Knights and Dames.
I had the sad privilege of extinguishing
the flame of his candle during the
Investiture ceremony at Ringsted on
October 29th,, 2017, a day after his death
and according to our chivalric customs, the
candle that each of us turns on when he or
she enters the Order and which is extinct
when our time has come.
And if the law of death afflicts us, the
promise of immortality brings us
consolation. For all who believe in You,
Lord, life is not destroyed, it is transformed; and when our
stay on earth ends, we already have an eternal abode in
heaven.
Open, O Lord, to our deceased Brother the house of light
and peace, as it is for him and all our dead that we have
celebrated the sacrament of Easter.
Bailiff Martin Marschner von Helmreich GCSJ
Grand Prior of Central Europe

Priory of England
to start and run the transplant
programme in his home country. In
Cyprus, George developed one of the
As the year comes closer to an end, I
most
successful
transplant
would like first and foremost to express
programmes in Europe, running the
my sincere gratitude to Commander
whole department singlehandedly for
Neville Ransley KGSJ and the most
almost a quarter of a century and
dedicated team around him that lead the
performing close to 1,000 transplants
Commandery for their commitment,
with superb outcomes. George was
unity and hard work. The same stands
blessed with a wonderful family; his
for all the Brothers and Sisters of the
wife Maro, their daughters and their
Commandery of London; sharing their
families were the greatest love of his
friendship and ethos enrich and inspire
life. In my long career in surgery, I
our lives.
have met only a handful of people
The youth involvement events that took
around the world that had George’s
place at the London Investiture in
honesty, integrity, ability and
November 2016, gave birth to the idea for
kindness. A true Knight who will be
further collaboration between Knights and
dearly missed.
Dames across Europe to facilitate the visit
In November of 2017, we lost a
in June of 2017 of 26 final year secondary
Professor Vassilios Papalois KJSJ
member of the broader SOSJ family;
school students from Austria to London.
Prior of England
our dear friend Norah Leonard, wife
Brothers and Sisters in St. John who
of Chevalier Anthony Leonard, one
worked for the event were Ralf and
of the most respected figures of the
Margreth
Herwig,
Roger
Commandery of London. Norah
Wilfinger, Joachim and Michaela
has been one of the unknown heroes
Greilberger, Kurt Schaller and
of the Commandery of London and
Vana Papalois; they all have our
the SOSJ, always discretely
grateful thanks. The students
present, kind and supportive. We
came from Westendorf, a small
will always be grateful for her
village in the middle of the
service and miss her warm smile.
Austrian Alps; for 70% of them it
was their first time flying and for
In a few days, by the Grace of
50% their first holiday abroad.
God we will all be celebrating his
They managed to visit most major
Divine Birth and we will be
tourist attractions of central London,
welcoming the new year in the
the Houses of Parliament, Hampton
warm surroundings of our homes
Court & Windsor Castle and also
sharing the love of our family and
enjoyed the award winning West
friends. It would be the time to
End
performance
of
Les
humbly thank Him for His
Miserables. The visit was crowned
Blessings and also the time to
with an elegant Gala lunch on
remind ourselves of our duty to
Sunday 25th June at the
help his suffering Children as their
Doubletree Hilton hotel in
true Brothers and Sisters. In the
Kingston upon Thames in Surrey
modern world, our cause is not
where the students had the
without opposition and our path to
opportunity to learn a lot about
serve this holyest of causes is not
our historic Order. We hope that
without challenges; some of them
this visit will serve as a model for similar future activities.
are imposed to us by others, most
(usually
the
toughest
ones)
are self-imposed. However, our
In October 2017, Professor George Kyriakides KSJ, a
strong
determination
to
be
the worthy Christian Soldiers
distinguished member of the Commandery of London
who
will
continue
the
magnificent
charitable tradition of
passed away after a long illness. George was a truly
our Order is strong as ever and will always prevail.
remarkable man. Born and raised in his beloved Cyprus,
he had his surgical training in the USA, being the first ever
Happy Christmas and a Blessed by St John 2018!
Fellow to graduate form the famous Transplant Programme
Professor Vassilios Papalois, KJSJ Prior of England
of the University of Minnesota. He then was the founder of
the transplant programme at the University of Miami and
eventually he was recruited from the Government of Cyprus
Dear Brothers and Sisters in St. John,

COMMANDERY OF LONDON
This year has been quieter than usual
in the Commandery following on
from a very successful Investiture at
the end of 2016.

However, there were some events
which took place worthy of mention.
who are terminally ill and who practise
The first was the 4th Chapter Meeting of
Christian principles of care. Three
the Commandery of London held at the
children’s charities will be helped – one
Parish Church of St Bede in Croxley
of which is specifically geared towards
Green in the county of Hertfordshire.
education of a Christian minority group
This is the parish of our prelate the Rev
in an impoverished part of Africa. A
Fr John Wiley KGSJ whom we thank for
nursing home will be assisted in
hosting the event. This meeting is an
providing some respite care for a person
opportunity for Knights and Dames to
with limited means. A charity providing
get together not just to deal with the
a free public service will also be
business of the Commandery and to
included. In this way the Commandery
hold a special service in honour of our
hopes to be a presence in the spread of
Commander Neville Ransley KGSJ
patron St John the Baptist but also as an
community activities in its area of
London Commandery
informal social occasion for those
influence and in the Third World. We
present. Various ideas about future
hope to give more detailed information
Investitures, co-operation with the Commandery of
in the next issue of the European.
Glasgow, our financial health, and charitable activities were
discussed.
Commander Neville Ransley KGSJ
The Commander, accompanied by Bailiff Emeritus René
Tonna Barthet, Dame Anne Bugeja, Dame Barbie Hislop
and the Grand Priory Marshall Chevalier John Pettit
attended the Investiture Weekend in Scotland at the end of
August organised by the Commandery of Glasgow which
began with a reception at the home of Bailiff May Storrie.
The whole event was a truly splendid occasion. Some of us
then took part in the memorable Tour of the Western Isles
and had the opportunity to be at the Braemar Gathering
attended by HM Queen Elizabeth II.

The Annual General Meeting of the Grand Priory of the
United Kingdom and Ireland was also held in Scotland at
the time of the Investiture. This enabled the Priories of
Scotland and England to streamline their financial affairs
and agree the separation of their finances to enable them to
set up separate business and charity accounts for their
respective Commanderies. As a direct result of this
agreement the Commandery of London has set up its own
Charity governed by English Law – which is separate from
Scottish Law.
Indeed by the time this edition is published, the
Commandery hopes to have distributed donations to a
number of charitable causes. Amongst the Charities to
benefit will be two Hospices which provide care for those

London Commandery

St Henriks
Grand Priory of Finland
The Commandery of Western Finland held their
Investiture on Saturday, 2nd September 2017 in the
beautiful, historical, old church of Holy Cross in
Hattula. There were 66 members and guests in
attendance.
The presiding Officer, H.E. Conventual Bailiff, Grand
Marshal, William Stein, invested three new Knights and two
Dames in to the Order. 7 Knights and 3 Dames were
promoted to the rank of Grace,2 Knights to Knight
Commander of Grace and one Knight to the rank of Justice.
Two new Commanders were also inducted, Jussi Turunen
and Eija Bjorkbacka. Officiating Officers from the Grand
Priory of Finland were Grand Prior Timo Laaperi, Chevalier
Esko Vainio, A.D.C. to the Presiding Officer, Commander
Jussi Turunen and Chevaliers Lassi Tulonen and Veikko
Pavela who acted as Marshal and Deputy Marshal
respectively. A very meaningful Allocution was delivered
by Chevalier Heikki Ylinen.
We were led in worship by our Prelate, Hannu Salonoja
and music was performed by cantor, organist Elina Remes.
From the international leadership we were also delighted
to welcome H.E. Conventual Bailiff, Grand Commander,
Owen Brown, H.E. Bailiff May Storrie, Lieutenant to the
Grand Commander (Europe) and the Presiding Officer’s
wife Dame Suzanne Tognazzini Stein.
During the service of Investiture Grand Prior Markku
Salmenpohja was granted Grand Prior Emeritus status and
presented with the Medal of Merit for his exceptional
contribution to the Grand Priory of Finland during his term
of office.
The Gala Dinner was held in the picturesque Cumulus
Resort Aulanko on the lake in Hameenlinna where speeches
were given by Grand Prior Timo Laaperi, H.E. Conventual
Bailiff, Grand Marshal, William Stein, H.E. Conventual
Bailiff, Grand Commander, Owen Brown and newly
invested Chevalier Jukka Salminen. Chevalier Esko Vainio
acted as Master of Ceremonies for the evening and some
lovely music and song was provided by Prelate Antero
Eskolin accompanied by Paula Siren.
Grand Prior Timo Lääperi KJSJ

Priory of Hungary

In June we celebrated the annual commemoration of
Maria Pavlovna, the daughter of the Order’s most
important saviour, the Russian Czar Paul I., which was
celebrated along with the 215th anniversary of the
church of piety. The Commandery also supported the
manuscript recounting the church’s history, written by
priests, by donating 100,000 Hungarian Forints.

Following the Ceremony of Rememberance, the members
of the Commandery gathered at the home in Üröm, of our
Dame and Knight. Éva and Istvan to discuss plans for the
future of the Commandery and meet potential Aspirants and
discuss aspects of membership with them.
Commander Dr Péter Gábor Lehocky KJSJ

Grand Priory of dacia
As hurricane winds
battered Denmark and
caused disruption in
coastal
areas,
an
Investiture took place in
the beautiful and spacious
Sct. Bendts church in the
small city of Ringsted,
approximately an hour’s
drive
south-west
of
Copenhagen. Despite the
weather, we remained
hopeful that all 70
participants and guests
would arrive safely,
especially one group on
their way by car on a
13-hour drive
from
Munich, Germany.

The Grand Prior of
Dacia, HE Per Østergaard
KJSJ, had gone to great
trouble to ensure detailed
preparations for the event, including the important
arrangements for the Investiture Service and seating
arrangements for the Gala Dinner.
Guests included Officers and members from the OSJ-KH,
and also from OSJ Malta, represented by Grand Master
Peter Gabrielsen and Prior Bengt Almebäck

From the SOSJ visitors were Grand Prior Martin
Marschner von Helmreich and Priors Alan McCulloch and
Kurt Schaller, the latter joined by a good handful of German
Knights and Dames and Canada was represented
byCommander Lynda-May O’ Brien.
We were also
delighted to have the participation of three of our Emeriti,
Heinrich Kleeberg, Johan A J Knickrehm and David K
Svarre. The investiture would, however, prove not to be
without challenges. Late Friday evening, we received the
message that Dame Irene Wilhelm, who was to be
promoted to Dame of Grace, had had an accident and was
taken to hospital the evening before travelling to Denmark.
Then on Saturday, two hours before the Investiture, we
received the very sad message that our Knight Brother,
Commander in Italy, Dr. Anselmo Sarchi KJSJ, had passed
away the day before while walking with his aged Mother
in the streets of his hometown, Genova. With the loss of
Brother Anselmo, the SOSJ has lost one of its most
wonderful Knights, one who cared for everyone else and
forgot to take care of himself. He was in his mid-fifties.

Entertainment in the form of a
medieval battle with swords took
place at the hotel, arranged by
Dame Maria Tanderup Egerup
and one of her friends, Mr.
Morten Olsen, both belonging to
a medieval study group, also
well versed and trained in the
period combat style. They
appeared in medieval armour
and long swords and the battle
was both realistic and rough, yet
no blood was spilled! It should
be unnecessary to say that two
dramatic messages received
within hours of the Investiture
put a somewhat dark colour on
the day, even though we now
know that all went well with
Dame Irene Wilhelm.

In Dacia, unlike the normal
SOSJ Investiture Knights and
Dames do not process into the
church, all Knights, Dames and guests are seated and rise as
the Presiding Officer and senior Officers process down the
aisle and the service opens with the lighting of candles of our
ancestors and of the Chivalry, placed on the altar, north and
south respectively. Following the allocution Commander Dr.
Anselmo Sarchi KJSJ was remembered and his candle was lit
on the altar and a minute’s silence observed.

Two Dames, Dames Maria Tanderup Egerup (Denmark)
and Irene Wilhelm (Germany), were promoted to Grace, the
latter in absentia due to her unexpected absence. We then
received two new Knights of Honour, Jan Langthjem
(Denmark) and the Reverend Carsten Langeland (Norway),
the latter also receiving the priestly blessing and
introduction into the clerical body of the Order. The
ceremony preserved the tradition within Dacia of Chivalric
baptism, consisting in the candidates washing their hands
in water (this is omitted for clerical candidates) before they
receive the accolade, the cleric sans sword. As the sword
touches the shoulders and hovers over his head, the
following words are spoken: Be faithful – be courageous
(be serving, for Clerics and Dames) – be honest. This
reflects in a meaningful way the words spoken in ancient
times: Be without fear in face of your enemies – be
courageous and just to be loved by God – always speak the
truth, even if it may cost your life – protect the weak and
stay away from evil.

After the new Knights had received their insignia and
were clad in their robes, they were invited to light their
personal candle on the side altar as they were told that
there will one day be lit a second candle for them, namely
at the first Investiture after their death – a memento mori.
On this occasion, they had just seen this done for our
deceased Italian brother. The Investiture was closed
ceremoniously following a most interesting and
well-written sermon, connecting our ancient order to the
present-day world of social media. The Vicar, Janne
Meibom, who served as our Prelate, and the churchwarden,
gave us a very warm welcome and served us throughout the
Investiture in the most excellent way. Similarly, the Church
Organist, Jens Henrik Petersen and the small choir
performed some beautiful music. Officiating at the
Investiture were both present Grand Priors, the
Commanders Flemming Houge Nielsen and Michael
Gertsen. Grand Prior Emeritus, Johan Knickrehm, served
excellently as our Marshal and our Swedish Commander

Lennart Olsson served as a Banner Bearer. Sword Bearer
was Knight Brother Torben Nielsen.

Following the Investiture there was a festive banquet in
honour of the new Knights and the promoted Dames was
held in the charming setting of the huge mansion of Sørup
Herregaard, turned into a hotel, yet seemingly also still
operating as a farm. It sits in the countryside, with the view
on a lake, about 10 minute’s drive from central Ringsted.
Following a Champagne reception, the banquet opened with
a toast to the Queen of Denmark. There were a few
speeches, first by the undersigned, welcoming the new
Knights as well as our guests, then by Lt. Grand Master OSJ
Peter Gabrielsen, Ambassador GRM Finn Skougaard
Ebenhecht, Grand Commander OSJ-KH Alastair
Redpath-Stevens and the Reverend Carsten Langeland who
spoke on behalf of the promoted Dames and the new
Knights and Grand Prior Per Østergaard. The Toastmaster at
this successful banquet was Commander Michael Gertsen.
Grand Prior of Dacia Per Østergaard KJSJ

SOSJ Ministerial Musings December 2017
What can I give him, poor as I am?
If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb;
if I were a wise man, I would do my part;
yet what I can I give him – give my heart.
Christina Rossetti, 1830-94

At time of writing there are still 25
“sleeps” to Christmas. If I am not
organised for Christmas by the end
of November, Christmas doesn’t
really happen in our home the way
I would like. With a musician for a
husband and all the extra services
involved in three Churches, it is
rare for us to eat together as a
family during the month of
December, before Christmas Day.
This year I am not as organised as
normal, so Christmas may be
something of a surprise event in
our Manse! At present, I don’t even
have all the Advent Calendars organised. In the past,
Advent Calendars were simple, sometimes home-made
affairs, showing an image of a nativity scene and behind
each door there would be a picture relating to the story
of the birth of Jesus, or a Bible verse. The purpose of
these Calendars was to help us prepare for the birth of
Christ.
Nowadays it seems Advent calendars offer us at the very
least a chocolate, if not some more exotic gift behind each
door, or perhaps yours comes with boxes! It also appears as
if Advent Calendars are becoming more and more secular
and have little to do with the spirit of preparing for
Christmas. But then you would expect me to think that,
would you not?
That is why I was intrigued when I heard of “Reverse
Advent Calendars”, where instead of receiving, we give.
The idea is to find a box (you can divide it up in to different
sections, or keep it simple) and each day during Advent add
an item of food, clothing, toiletries, toys or something to
help young people in school. At the end of Advent, it can
be taken to a food bank or other charity, to help those who
may well be struggling. Not only is this something that

families, congregations, colleagues and
friends could do together, for me it
restores the spirit of Christmas.
In the Christmas Carol, “In The
Bleak Mid-Winter” Christina Rossetti
seeks to give Christ the gift of her
heart, her love. I believe we show our
love for God by the way we treat our
fellow human beings and in the Bible it
is clear that when we care for the poor
and needy, we are caring for Christ
himself. The same passage also says
that the nations will be judged on the
way we treat the lowliest among us.
This winter will be very bleak indeed for many people and
without wanting to be overly political, if our welfare state
cannot or will not look after the poorest in our
communities, who will?
This Christmas, many people will not be sitting down to
the feasts that we are preparing to enjoy and while Advent
may be well advanced by the time you are reading this,
perhaps you could could create a Reverse Christmas
Calendar and add an item for each day between Christmas
Day and Epiphany (6th January). That way we may just
make winter a little less bleak for those in need. However,
Matthew chapter 25 must come with a spiritual health
warning – we must not tend to the “needy” merely out of
us responding to their need. We are just as much in spiritual
need as many people are in physical need, yet when we
respond to others, we find that we meet with Christ, the
Word who became Flesh and who continues to dwell
among us, if only we are prepared to open ourselves to
encounter the other.
May God bless you with peace this Christmas and good
health and contentment in the New Year.
Dame The Revd., Christine Murdoch DSJ

FORTHCOMING EVENTS 2018

26th JANUARY 2018
COMMANDERY OF GLASGOW
Burns Supper and Ceilidh
Glasgow Hilton Hotel details from Commander Ruth Chappell-Fleming
ruth@compmedcentre.com mobile: 07801 536530

29th JUNE - 4th JULY 2018
SOVEREIGN COUNCIL MEETING
Tampere Finland - details from International Office:
osjregistrar@telus.net

4th JULY - 11th JULY 2018
POST SCM TOUR - details from osjregistrar@telus.net
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