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COMMANDER’S MESSAGE 

Dear Knights and Dames, 

As we start the holiday season and soon celebrate Thanksgiving, we have 
much for which to be grateful:  our faith, family, friends, and community.

We enjoyed a lovely and memorable Investiture celebration on 
October 12th as we celebrated seven new members in the Cleveland 
Commandery and one new member in the Palm Beaches Commandery.  
Additionally, two aspirants, Lori Kalic and Karen Sweeney, will be joining 
us at upcoming events and look forward to becoming members at a 
future Investiture.  We had the great pleasure of welcoming out of town 
guests from the Vancouver, Palm Beaches, and Greater Washington 
Commanderies.  Thank you to all who joined us.

Happy Holidays!

Commander Claire Rosacco

TOUR OF ZOE HOUSE

In April, a group of Knights and Dames toured Zoe House and learned more about the work they do to 
help women during crisis pregnancies.  Zoe House volunteers talked about the value of being present and 
sharing their faith, both of which are important for providing stability during turbulent times.  We viewed the 
ultrasound equipment that our Commandery’s philanthropic donation helped to  fund.  Among other things, 
the equipment confirms viable life.  A special thank you to Chevalier Alex Machaskee who coordinated our tour.  
It was an enlightening experience.   



CLEVELAND INVESTITURE – OCTOBER 12, 2019 

Investiture activities began Friday morning when aspirants and members joined at the Renaissance 
Cleveland Hotel for brunch.  The aspirants were introduced as were H. E. Conventual Bailiff Grand 
Commander Ian Reid, his wife, Dame Viviane Reid, H. E. Bailiff Grand Prior Suzanne Turner, and H. E. Bailiff 
Prior Janet Miller.  In addition to enjoying food and fellowship, we learned a bit more about the organization 
of the International Order.  Friday evening, aspirants, members, and guests gathered at the home of Dame 
Mary Khouri and Chevalier Dr. Rustom Khouri for continued camaraderie and a delicious dinner.  Thank you 
to the Khouris for their never-ending generosity and hospitality. 

The Investiture at the Cathedral of St. John the Evangelist was a solemn and moving service embracing our 
Sovereign Order’s ceremonial tradition and welcoming eight new members, seven of them to the Cleveland 
Commandery and one of them  to The Palm Beaches Commandery.   Given our Sovereign Order’s nearly 1,000 
years of history, the Cathedral of St. John the Evangelist, built in 1852 in a Gothic revival style, was a dramatic 
and fitting venue for the investiture ceremony.  The historical traditions of the Order were displayed through 
music and color as well as through the pomp and circumstance of the knighting ceremony.  Through these 
rich traditions, we were afforded the opportunity for meaningful spiritual reflection and we became united in 
commitment to serving the poor and the sick through our Christian faith.  Thank you to all of our members who 
made the ceremony so special.





Following the Investiture, members and guests were invited back to the Renaissance Cleveland Hotel 
for a celebratory evening.  The Knights and Dames, proudly donning their robes and regalia, were 
in high spirit and the dinner and presentation ceremony provided additional opportunity for festivity and 
fellowship.
We extend a very special thank you to H. E. Conventual Bailiff Grand Commander Ian Reid and his wife Viviane, 
to H. E. Bailiff Grand Prior Suzanne Turner, and to all of the other out-of-town guests who joined us for this 
celebration.  We are always very happy to welcome you to Cleveland!
 
A special thank you also to the chairs of this event, Dame Mary Khouri and Chevalier Dr. Rustom Khouri and to 
our Cleveland Commander, Dame Claire Rosacco, for all of their planning and attention to detail.  We extend 
our gratitude to every member of the Cleveland Commandery who helped to make the weekend a success. 
Thank you from the bottom of our hearts!



CHAIN OF OFFICE

Chains of Office are normally worn by Grand Masters as a symbol of their rank.  At the Cleveland Investiture, 
H. E. Conventual Bailiff Grand Commander Ian Reid wore a special Chain of Office:  that of Grand Master 
Emeritus Yves de Villepin, the last Grand Master of the European Order with which we reunited in 2010.   
The late Grand Master de Villepin was a member of the Priory in Brittany and decided to give his Chain to 

the Sovereign Order, which gifting occurred this past June. The Le Petit 
Conseil decided that the Grand Commander should wear it when he 
was the Presiding Officer at an Investiture.  The Cleveland Investiture 
was the first such occasion to mark its distinguished history.  In a 
communication to Dame Susan Ferraro Smith, Grand Commander 
Ian Reid stated:  “I was very honored to be the first user of the Chain 
of Office since Grand Master de Villepin.  It symbolizes our global 
connection and the slow reunification of the various Orders.”   

WELCOME TO NEW CLEVELAND MEMBERS

Welcome to the new members of the Cleveland Commandery.  We look forward to working with you and 
getting to know you better.  In that vein, what follows is a short introduction of each new member.  

DAME ELIZABETH S. BOLMAN
As Chair of the Department of Art History at Case Western Reserve University, Betsy, 
among other things, supports and develops the exceptional Joint Program between 
the Art History Department and the Cleveland Museum of Art.  Betsy believes that the 
study of art history enhances appreciation of diversity and thereby offers an opportunity 
for making the world a better place.  She has a deep commitment to social justice and 
philanthropy. 

DAME REVEREND JUDITH BROWN BRYAN
Reverend Judith Brown Bryan retired in 2018 from the Presbytery of Western New York 
with validated ministry in Spiritual Direction.  She led retreats and offered individual 
and group spiritual direction in the Presbytery.  Rev. Judith was Minister of Spiritual 
Education for ten years at Clarence Presbyterian Church, served as Associate Pastor of 
First Presbyterian Church in Buffalo, and was a Licensed Social Worker, working in school 
social work for a decade prior to preparing for ministry.  



CHEVALIER RICHARD C. BRYAN
Rick’s career spanned over four decades in independent schools, from Headmaster to 
Executive Director of the Education Collaborative of Western New York, which is a consortium 
of the fifteen private high schools in the Buffalo area. Currently, Rick volunteers at Urban 
Community School by providing governance support and executive coaching.  Additionally, as 
a member of the Cleveland Leadership Center, Rick has undertaken two trips to Puerto Rico in 
the last year to establish an ongoing service alliance between Cleveland and the island.   

DAME ANN M. FRANGOS
Ann is retired from AT&T where she was an Assistant Vice President responsible for accounts 
receivable management for AT&T’s commercial accounts worldwide.  Prior to joining AT&T, 
Ann taught high school mathematics.  She is currently Board Chair of the YWCA Greater 
Cleveland and in 2018 was appointed by then-governor John Kasich to the Board of Trustees 
of Cuyahoga Community College.  Ann is also an active member of the St. Demetrios Greek 
Orthodox Church of Rocky River.  

CHEVALIER LOUIS A. FRANGOS
Lou is Chairman of USA Parking Systems, Inc. and of the Frangos Group, a real estate holding 
company which owns and manages properties in Greater Cleveland and Youngstown.  He is 
a member of the Board of the Downtown Cleveland Improvement District and the Historic 
Gray’s Armory Museum as well as The Partnership for a Safer Cleveland.  He is also active in 
the Downtown Cleveland Alliance.  Lou is philanthropically active in our community and is the 
Chairman and President of the Frangos Group Charitable Foundation.

CHEVALIER REVEREND JAMES M. ROACH
Ordained a priest for thirty-one years, Father Roach looks forward to making a prayerful and 
spiritual contribution to our Order.  He is currently the Pastor of St. John Cantius – Cleveland 
and before that, had assignments at several parishes in the Cleveland /Medina area.  

DAME DONNA-RAE SMITH
Ms. Smith has forged a career and an enterprise by applying the practice of teaching leaders 
to master change.  A barrier-shattering change-leader herself, she has pioneered a highly 
sought after approach for preparing leaders, teams, and entire organizations to thrive in an 
ever-evolving business world.  For Ms. Smith, it is never enough to react to change; today’s 
leaders must embody the habits necessary to embrace and lead change.  She currently serves 
on the boards of the MHSI International, Mid-Michigan Innovation Center, the American Red 
Cross, NEOVETS, and Recovery Resources.  She is a member of In Counsel with Women and 
The Network of Executive Women.



H. E. BAILIFF PRIOR JANET MILLER RETIRES

In May, H. E. Bailiff Prior Janet Miller retired from University 
Hospitals Health System where she was Chief Legal Officer and 
Corporate Secretary.  To recognize her distinguished career, 
two endowments were established in her name – one for the 
advancement of women in leadership and the other for excellence 
in legal and internal audit, her two primary areas of responsibility 
while at University Hospitals.  In addition, the lawyers and auditors 
arranged for the conference room in the Law/Internal Audit 
Department to be named for her.  

 Janet received a bachelor of business administration degree from the University of Michigan, a Juris Doctorate 
degree from the University of Notre Dame, and in later years, a Master of Arts in Theology from St. Mary’s 
Seminary and College of Theology.    Prior to moving to University Hospitals Health System, she practiced law 
at Jones Day (then Jones Day Reavis & Pogue) and while there, started “In Counsel with Women,” a group 
focused on advancing women in leadership roles and expanding the sphere of influence of female leaders. As 
a member of the Board of Trustees of Ursuline College and the YWCA, Janet continues her work of advancing 
women.   Janet is also a member of the Board of Directors of Cleveland Cliffs, Inc., a publicly traded company, 
and seeks to increase the number of women on Boards of public companies.

Janet reports that she is “taking a sabbatical” for a year to consider future options; she also reports that she 
is failing in that attempt given her busy schedule.  Among the ideas she is considering is how to improve the 
safety of homes for the elderly so that they can age in their homes rather than move out of them.  Additionally, 
as the Prior of the Northeast Priory of the United States of America, Janet continues to work with the 
commanderies under her jurisdiction and continues to plan for the future of the Priory and its commanderies.

Janet has traveled extensively and is known for her exotic vacations.  To date, she has travelled to every 
continent, but has many more countries to visit - and re-visit.  She is especially looking forward to visiting 
Australia and New Zealand again. 

Janet, we wish you all the best in your new endeavors, expect that you will continue to give new meaning to 
the word “retirement,” and thank you for your service to the Sovereign Order of St. John and the community of 
Cleveland.  Your embrace of life is inspiring!



CELEBRATING JOHN THE BAPTIST

The motto of the Sovereign Order of S. John is pro fide, pro utilitate hominum - for faith, for service to 
humanity.  Through the years, however, our activities have focused more on our service to others than on 
our faith.  Consequently, the International Sovereign Order of St. John has asked the commanderies to take 
time to address the faith portion of our mission.  To act on this recommendation, on June 24th, the feast day 
of St. John the Baptist, Cleveland Knights and Dames gathered to celebrate faith and learn more about the 
namesake of our Sovereign Order’s first hospital.  Thank you to Dame Sister Diana Stano for the time and 
effort she devoted to highlighting the life of St. John and provoking interesting conversation.  The evening was 
both enjoyable and educational.  Thank you also to Dame Bettyann Helms and her husband, Farley Helms, for 
making the beautiful Shoreby Club available to us.  

MEETINGS
Thank you to Chevalier Dr. Rustom Khouri and Dame Mary Khouri for hosting our May meeting of the 
Commandery at their beautiful home.  Their usual graciousness and hospitality made for a productive and very 
enjoyable evening.

Thank you to Chevalier Alex Machaskee and his wife, Carol Machaskee, for hosting a meeting and reception 
at Canterbury Country Club in August.  We enjoyed our time with members, candidates, and guests and 
appreciate the continued hospitality of the Machaskees.   



Awards and Recognitions

In May, Chevalier Alex Machaskee was awarded an honorary Doctor of Humane Letters degree from St. 
Vladimir’s Orthodox Theological Seminary, Yonkers, New York.  Chevalier Machaskee was introduced as 
publisher, philanthropist, patron of the arts, and humanitarian who exemplifies “the virtues of dedication, 
clear vision, and sacrificial charity in the care of the neighbor.”

In May, Dame Mary Lynn Laughlin was the recipient of John Carroll University’s  Alumni Medal, the highest 
award given annually by the John Carroll University Alumni Association in recognition of professional 
accomplishments, contributions to community, exemplary family and personal life, and post-graduation 
dedicated service to the university.

In April, Governor Mike DeWine appointed Chevalier Robert Smith as Chairman of the Board for JobsOhio, 
the state’s economic-development nonprofit organization.  In that role, Chevalier Smith will continue to work 
for Ohio’s economic growth and will work to bring additional transparency to JobsOhio.  

Governor Mike DeWine also named Chevalier Robert Smith as the new Chairman of the Ohio Broadcast 
Educational Media Commission.  The Ohio BEMC coordinates the allocation of the state’s financial 
support for public television and radio.  It also supports the Ohio Channel, radio reading services for the 
visually impaired, and it provides on-line education to K-12 schools for specialty courses (such as Chinese) 
throughout Ohio.   

PRAYERS

Please keep Dame Sister Diana Stano in your 
prayers as she is recovering from hip surgery.

CALENDAR OF UPCOMING EVENTS

Tuesday, December 17, 2019 - Marion Sterling School – Activities with the children from 4:00 to 
5:00 - Dinner served at 5:00.


