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THE ORDER OF ST. JOHN OF JERUSALEM, KNIGHTS HOSPITALLER
THE GRAND PRIORY OF AUSTRALASIA

Report from HMEH Bailiff Grand Master William D. Stein, GCSJ, MMSJ

On July 4th, two members of Le Petit Conseil and I landed in Australia for a 10- day visit in
order to meet with the executive members and Commanders there to advance our talks on
a possible unification of the Grand Priory of Australasia and our SOSJ. May Storrie, our Grand
Hospitaller, Ian Reid, our Grand Commander, and I met with the Grand Prior of
Australasia, Victor Feros, most Priors and the Commanders of several Commanderies in
Brisbane, Toowoomba, The Gold Coast, The Sunshine Coast and Melbourne.
Two Investitures were scheduled, which we all attended, as well as their 50th Anniversary
Reception, which was held at the Queensland Club. The Investiture in Brisbane was held at
St. John’s Cathedral followed by a formal dinner. On Friday, July 12th, we flew to Melbourne
and attended their Investiture at St. John’s Anglican Church followed by a banquet at The
Gables in East Malvern. During the week we had meetings with their executive committees
in order to work toward unification. These meetings went very well and the Australians were
very appreciative of our presence there.
Everyone went out of their way to make our trip eventful and productive. Our visit was far
and above expectations. We toured Toowoomba, The Gold Coast with their Commandery,
The Sunshine Coast Priory and Melbourne. Watching May hold the Koala was a bonus! The
Priory of Darling Downs in Toowoomba hosted a wonderful BBQ at the Preston Peak Winery,
which gave us an opportunity to get to know a smaller group.
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We were joined in our meetings by George Fox, from the Commandery of Darling Downs,
who served as legal advisor for the OSJ, as well as members from various Commanderies.
Their members’ hours of preparation and organization were the main reasons that we were
able to accomplish so much. Each meeting was conducted with respect and a sharing of
mutual goals and expectations.

Left to right: Grand Master William Stein,
Grand Commander Ian Reid, Grand Priory Council
Member George Fox, Treasurer/Registrar David Rees,
Grand Hospitaller May Storrie, Grand Prior Victor Feros.

New members invested in Brisbane

We look forward to reciprocating their gracious hospitality when they attend the Sovereign
Council meeting in Vancouver in 2020. Until then, we will continue to work toward this
unification.
H.E Conventual Bailiff Grand Hospitaller May Storrie has written a detailed report on each
day’s activities in Australia indicating the warmth of the reception given by all the Australian
members to the visitors, both officially and socially. This report will be found in the Members
Only section of the International website. In addition, the Grand Hospitaller had a warm
greeting from a Koala bear. See the photo.

Left to right: Chevalier Mel Tipper, KCSJ, Prior of the
Sunshine Coast; Chevalier Jeremy Edwards, KCSJ, Prior
of Western Australia; Bailiff Martin Conlon, GCSJ, Prior
of Victoria; Chevalier Professor Jeffrey Prebble, KCSJ,
Prior of Darling Downs; Chevalier Charles Clark, GCSJ,
MMSJ, Prior of Queensland
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THE PRIORY OF BRITTANY
ANNUAL FEAST OF ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST RETREAT, MEETINGS AND EVENTS

The following is an abbreviated report submitted by Dame Viviane Reid, DCSJ, MMSJ
Grand Commander Ian Reid and Dame Viviane Reid spent the weekend of June 21 to 23
with members of the Priory of Brittany for their annual festivities and business meetings.
We were received warmly by everyone and feel we have made some lifelong friends.
The Priory has extensive charitable operations. The French system allows the government to
wholly finance charitable operational costs while leaving the governance in the founding
group, subject to government regulation. This is a serious matter in an operation with over €8
million in costs per year. Nor is governance just a formal review and approval. The
responsible Priory people hire the CEO –they have 100 employees – and are deeply involved
in the all major strategic decisions.
In the 1970s the Priory decided to connect with a devoted group of health professionals
trying to improve the lot of children with psychological issues, and raised contributions,
including land, from members. The Priory now manages six operations, three for children with
mental or social issues that provide 22,000 sessions annually to 1,300 children and youth, and
three to provide employment opportunities and training to 100 mentally handicapped or
ex-alcoholic adults.
The visit opened on Friday with a tour of two of the Priory’s charitable facilities. The first in
the spectacular and well-preserved medieval town of Fougeres welcomes approximately
30 mostly young adults of varying ability each day at this centre. These are divided in groups
with a professionally trained team leader. His/her job is to create projects for each member
of the group with the ultimate goal of assessing the ability of each individual for a future job.
The manager of this facility told us that she visits manufacturing plants to promote the hiring
of those individuals deemed to be capable of filling certain positions.
The second is a functioning business. It is a large farm donated to the Order some time ago.
It is currently a nursery growing and selling plants as well as gardening tools and
accessories. This is a declining business but the second component to this farm is rapidly
growing garden maintenance services. Their employees maintain the gardens of nearby
businesses and municipalities. This work is done by the mentally handicapped who have
been given dignity and a salary in doing useful work.
The Priory has four other centres in Brittany, some specializing in children. They are so
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successful that wait times to enter the programs exceed six months.
On Saturday, we attended the Priory’s meetings related first to the charitable operations
(Association des Oeuvres) where the strategy for the next year was worked out and then
the annual meeting of the Priory. Bailiff Prior Eric le Bihan chaired the meetings while Chev.
Rémy Leprette provided detailed analysis of the business issues. The afternoon ended with
the formal swearing in of Chevalier Christophe Pouliquen as the new Commander of the
Commandery Léon-Cornouaille, all at the quite beautiful Abbey of La Joie Notre Dame. The
Service was carried out by the charismatic priest who helps the Priory. The day ended with
the annual dinner at the King Arthur Hotel.

Staff and clients at two of the centres managed by the Priory

On Sunday morning the leadership met with Grand Commander Reid for a discussion of the
activities and issues of the Sovereign Order and provided valuable insight as to the views of
their members. Translation was provided by Bailiff Emeritus Patrice de Gail. The morning ended with Mass for members and villagers at the Abbey, followed by a lunch provided by the
nuns.

The Priory Council and Guests
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At the end of the meetings, and on behalf of the Priory, Chev. Leprette made a wonderful
gift of Grand Master Emeritus Yves de Villepin’s Chain of Office for the use by the Sovereign
Order. Grand Master Emeritus de Villepin was the last Grand Master of the European
Order that reunited with the Sovereign Order in 2010 and an important person in making the
Reunification happen. This became even more poignant with the death of Grand Master
Emeritus de Villepin shortly thereafter and whose obituary is on page 9

Presentation to the Sovereign Order of Grand Master Yves de
Villepin’s Chain of Office by Chevalier Rémy Leprette

Prior Eric Le Bihan, Chevalier Jean-Luc Cottin
Dame Viviane and Grand Commander Ian Reid

Chain of Office

The Grand Commander with
Chevalier Rémy Leprette
and Bailiff Emeritus Patrice de Gail

Dame Viviane Reid also reported that she and Ian had very enjoyable separate dinners with Bailiff
Emeritus Patrice de Gail and his wife Brigitte and with Chevalier Rémy Leprette and his wife Beatrice.
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INVESTITURES
THE PRIORIES OF THE WESTERN UNITED STATES AND SAN FRANCISCO AREA

Newly Invested Members

Friends

Chevalier Daniel Warmenhoven with
Prior Emeritus Colleen Wilcox

On April 27, 2019 the Priories of the Western United States and San Francisco Area held their
annual Investiture. The Service was in the beautiful Grace Cathedral in San Francisco. We
witnessed one of the largest groups to be invested, sixteen in total, between the St. Joseph
Commandery and the San Francisco Commandery. We are excited for these new members
to roll up their sleeves and get involved with the Order. The reception celebrating the new
Knights and Dames took place at the International Mark Hopkins Hotel.
We were also thrilled to present The Humanitarian Award to Chevalier Daniel J.
Warmenhoven KJSJ. The Humanitarian Award was established 25 years ago to recognize
those individuals whose personal and philanthropic contributions have dramatically and
permanently shaped the lives and the landscape of the region. The Humanitarian Award
was presented to Chevalier Daniel J. Warmenhoven for his lifetime of leadership, service,
philanthropy and for his support of the cultural and spiritual life of our community.
Prior Brian Rauschhuber, KJSJ
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COMMANDERY OF VANCOUVER

On June 8 members of the Vancouver Commandery celebrated their annual Investiture at
Christ Church Cathedral in Vancouver. The Presiding Officer was Grand Master William D.
Stein, GCSJ, MMSJ. The Officiants were Chevalier The Very Reverend Peter G. Elliott, KJSJ
and Chevalier The Venerable John William John Bailey, KJSJ.
Nine Knights and Dames were invested into the Order and nine Promotions were made.
In addition, Stewart Johnston, KJSJ was inducted as the Grand Prior of Canada and Lorraine
R. McLachlan, DGSJ was inducted as the Commander of the Commandery of Ontario.
Dame Viviane Reid, DGSJ was deservedly awarded the Medal of Merit for her services to the
International Order.

Newly invested members with the Grand Master Grand Marshal Richard Earthy, Grand Commander
Ian Reid, Grand Master William Stein,
Grand Counsellor David Petitpierre

The video of the 2019 Vancouver Investiture is at www.sosjvancouver.org.

OTHER EVENTS
ST. JOSEPH COMMANDERY GOLF TOURNAMENT
The St. Joseph Commandery held its 4th Annual Invitational golf tournament on May 17th. 58
golfers participated and almost 100 guests attended the dinner. The Tournament was very
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well supported by corporate sponsors contributing to the Commandery and its work in the
community.

2020 SOVEREIGN COUNCIL MEETINGS AND EVENTS

The Vancouver Commandery is looking forward to welcoming members and guests to
beautiful Vancouver, Canada in 2020 for the biennial Sovereign Council meeting (SCM). The
meetings and events are planned between the 14th and 20th of September, one of the best
times to visit Vancouver. Accommodations have been set “under the sails” at the Pan
Pacific Hotel for guests and official Sovereign Council meetings and activities.
The “2020 Committee” has been working hard to create interesting events to meet and
network with other members of the Sovereign Order. There will be many opportunities to
experience much of what Vancouver and other surrounding areas have to offer. All events
are planned around the Sovereign Council meetings to ensure that members and other
registered guests can attend the SCM meetings and also a presentation on the History of the
Order of St. John.
The registration package with more detailed information will be available by the end of
September. When you send in your registration you will be sent the information you need to
access the specific optional tours and events that have been organized for your
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enjoyment. Three optional tours have been arranged. One is a day trip to the world-famous
Butchart Gardens and to Victoria on Vancouver Island on Tuesday September 15th.
Following the SCM there is a choice between a 5-day train trip on the world-famous Rocky
Mountaineer train to Alberta and the other choice is 7-day cruise to Alaska with the Holland
America cruise line.
Once details are finalised, you will receive a notification on how to register, including
preferred rate codes for the hotel and optional events. We are only a year away, and
everyone in Vancouver is excited to see you in our wonderful city!
Chevalier Jack McGee, CD, KJSJ. Chair. The Planning Committee

OBITUARIES
We are saddened to record the deaths of two prominent members.

GRAND MASTER EMERITUS YVES DE VILLEPIN
Grand Master Emeritus Yves de Villepin died on July 2,
2019 at the age of 85.
Yves de Villepin was born into an old French family from
Burgundy. Over many generations the sons served in the
French army. Yves graduated from the elite Saint Cyr
military school and fought in the Algerian war. He was
awarded the National Order of the Legion of Honor, the
highest French military decoration.
Following his retirement from the army Yves worked in
business and also served for a long time as first deputy
mayor of his home town of Saint-Viaud.
Yves de Villepin was invested as a Knight in the
Sovereign Order of Jerusalem (OSJ) in 1974 and soon
became involved in many aspects of the Order. In 1992
he was appointed Lieutenant to the Grand Master and,
upon the death of Grand Master Pierre de Remond of Chelas in 1995, Yves de Villepin was
elected Grand Master.
Between 1978 and 2010 Yves de Villepin worked very hard towards uniting many various
branches of the Order of St. John in Europe and finally culminating in the Reunification of
The Sovereign Order of the Hospital of St. John of Jerusalem (OSJ) and our own Sovereign
Order of St. John of Jerusalem, Knights Hospitaller (SOSJ) in 2010.
Yves de Villepin has been described as a man of great righteousness; powerful energy; an
unshakeable faith and a true gentleman.
We in the Sovereign Order extend our sincere condolences to M. Yves de Villepin’s wife,
Dame Ghislaine de Villepin and to his large family on their great loss.
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CHEVALIER HARRY McWATTERS, KSJ
We are saddened to record the death of Chevalier Harry McWatters on July 23, 2019.
Chevalier Harry McWatters joined the Okanagan Commandery in British Columbia in 2016,
just two years after the Commandery’s founding. He immediately made an impact in the
Commandery using his entrepreneurial and marketing skills to raise money for local hospitals
through the Order.
Although he was a member of many business
associations and other charities, Harry became a
devoted supporter of the Sovereign Order. For each of
the past three years he and his wife, Dame Lisa Lalonde,
drove the 400 kilometres (250 miles) each way to attend
investitures and other events in Vancouver.
Harry McWatters was the driving force establishing the
highly respected British Columbia and Canadian wine
industry. With 50 years in the business he was known as
the “Grandfather of British Columbia Wine.” He was a
long-term Director of the Canadian Vintners
Association.
For his services to the wine industry across Canada and
his generous contributions to his community he was
awarded the Order of British Columbia and was a
two-time recipient of the Queen Elizabeth Jubilee Medals.
We extend our sincere condolences to Harry’s widow, Dame Lisa Lalonde, and all members
of his family.

INVESTITURES AND EVENTS
2019
October 12.		
October 19.		
November 9.
			

Commandery of Cleveland Investiture. Cleveland
Commandery of Victoria/Vancouver Island Investiture. Victoria
Commandery of the Palm Beaches Investiture followed by a Cruise.
Palm Beaches

2020
June 20 -21
Commandery of The Sierras Investiture
June 20-21		
Commandery of Dagmar Investiture. Copenhagen
June 27-28		
Priory of Brittany. Investiture and Retreat.
August 30.		
Commandery of Pieksamaki, Finland. (Requested but not confirmed).
September 14 – 20. Sovereign Council Meetings and Events. Vancouver.
November 28.
Commandery of London Investiture. London UK.
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INTERNATIONAL OFFICE
666 Burrard Street, Suite 500
Vancouver, British Columbia, V6C 3P6, CANADA
Phone: +1.604.685.2141. Fax: +1.604.685.2142.
Email: registrar@sosjinternational.org
www.sosjinternational.org
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