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From the Commander’s Desk 

Autumn greetings to my fellow Knights, Dames and Squires. Fall is a beautiful time of 
year.  Warm days that transition into cool evenings, harvest moons, cozy fires and the 
shimmer of the holidays are on the horizon. It is a time to be thankful for the bounty 
from our summer gardens, for our families and friends.  

Our signature event, the Summer Garden Party - A Knight in Provence, was a delightful 
afternoon at the elegant Monte Sereno home of our gracious hosts Dan and Charmaine 
Warmenhoven. I want to thank Summer Garden Party Chair extraordinaire Kristi  
Hernandez, Auction Chairs Shelly Paiva and Rhonda Staelgraeve-Secor and the amazing 

SGP committee for orchestrating a wonderful event. The French inspired Garden Party began with the San 
Jose Youth Symphony serenading Luxe guests as they sipped on French champagne and California sparkling 
wines, enjoyed caviar and passed hors d’oeuvres.  Classique guests joined us for cocktails, appetizers, dinner 
and dancing. Over 200 guests had the opportunity to mingle with representatives of the 2019 charities, bid on 
auction items and enjoy the company of fellow members of the Order. Through your generous financial  
support of this event the Commandery can fund all 8 charities. I am truly thankful for everyone who made this 
a memorable celebration.  

The evening before the Summer Garden Party I attended the joint meeting of the Priories of the Western  
United States and the San Francisco Area in Redwood City.  I reported that the St. Joseph Commandery is in a 
healthy financial state and will comfortably be able to fulfill all financial obligations to our charities and have 
reserves. I further reported was that there is a robust interest of potential Aspirants, recommended by members 
of our Commandery for membership.   

On Tuesday, October 1st, Ed and Nathalie Lambert hosted a lovely party for potential Aspirants.  Over 15  
potential new members learned about the history of our Order, the charities supported by our Commandery and 
mingled with the St. Joseph Commandery Council.  If you have someone interested in learning more about the 
Sovereign Order of St. John of Jerusalem, Knights Hospitaller, please contact Thomas Bakewell, Vice  
Commander and chair of Membership. 

By working together, we can make a difference for the sick and poor in Christ. 

In gratitude, 

Commander Allison Abbott-Kline, DGSJ 

 



 St. Joseph Commandery 

Summer Garden Party 

Dame Kristi Hernandez and her committee provided 200 guests with an amazing Summer 

Garden Party on September 7th.  The Monte Sereno French Chateau home of Chevalier Daniel 

and Charmaine Warmenhoven was a spectacular setting for “A Knight in Provence”  

celebration.  This was the second time Dan and Charmaine have graciously hosted the annual 

St. Joseph fundraiser. HE Bailiff Emeritus Glen McLaughlin and Dame Ellen McLaughlin 

were the Honorary Chairs of the event. Also in attendance were HMEH Bailiff Grand Master 

William Stein and his wife, Dame Suzanne Stein. 

The guests were greeted with a special Champagne tasting bar and a beautiful caviar display, 

as well as a full bar and other fabulous hors d’oeuvres.  They then  enjoyed a multi-course 

dinner and danced to the wonderful music of Chris Wilder and his fantastic band. 

The guests were extremely generous in their support of both the oral and silent auctions.  All funds that were 

raised will go to support the eight charities that St. Joseph Commandery will help this year. 

Commander Allison Abbott-Kline announced that the 2020 Summer Garden Party is scheduled for  

September 26th at the Santa Clara University Mission Gardens and Adobe Lodge. 

Dame Kristi Hernandez 

Summer Garden Party 

Chair 
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St. Joseph Commandery  

2019 Charities 

 
Diabetes Youth Families  
We have granted $40,000 for the renovation of various items in the Camp’s bath house, medical building, 
kitchen and dining hall.  Member Sponsor - Valerie Burniece 
https:/dyf.org 

 
First Community Housing  
We have granted $40,000 to purchase kitchen appliances and industrial grade finishing and furnishings.  
Member Sponsor - Dick Conniff 
https://www.firstcommunityhousing.org 

 
Loaves and Fishes  
We have granted $38,000 for a temperature controlled van to transport meals to their 40 locations.  Mem-
ber Sponsor - Jeff Strawn 
https://www.loavesfishes.org 

 
Health Trust  
We have granted $75,000 for the renovation and furnishing of the Client Services and  Operation Center.  
Member Sponsor - John Colwell 
https://healthtrust.org 

 
Grateful Garment Project 
We have granted $40,000 for office equipment, software and a van. Member Sponsor - Dick Garrett  
https://www.gratefulgarment.org 

Lupus Foundation of Northern California  
We have granted $10,000 for office equipment, hardware and software.  Member Sponsor - Peter Verbica 
https://www.lfnc.org 

 
Sacred Heart Nativity School  
We have granted $40,000 to construct a STEM lab.  Member Sponsor - Emily Ruvalcaba 
https://www.shnativity.org 
 

Valley Medical Center Foundation 
We have granted $20,000 for the purchase of a new adaptive pool ramp that allows for aquatic wheelchair 
access and two additional wheelchairs to enable patients with high level injuries to have access to the reha-
bilitation pool. Member Sponsor - Norman Kline 
https://vmcfoundation.org 

https://dyf.org
https://www.firstcommunityhousing.org
https://www.loavesfishes.org
https://healthtrust.org
http://www.lfnc.org
https://www.shnativity.org
https://vmcfoundation.org


Save the Date 

St. Joseph Commandery  

David Yurman Shopping Night 

Save the Date 

St. Joseph Commandery  

2020 Golf Tournament 

Join us for a very special night of shopping at the David Yurman Jewelry Store that is         
located inside Valley Fair Mall on Wednesday, November 13 from 6 - 8 p.m.   Come 
and browse through the amazing designs of this very talented jewelry designer, while 
enjoying appetizers and drinks, compliments of David Yurman.  David Yurman will be 
sending out special invitations to their best clients who may want to support our efforts 
as well.  This is an excellent opportunity to purchase those special gifts for the holi-
days.  Any purchases made that evening will go towards a donation back to the 
SOSJ.  No purchases necessary.   

We are excited to announce that we have set the date and location of our Annual Golf 

Tournament.  Please mark your calendars for Monday, May 18, 2020 at the private 

San Jose Country Club.  This Tournament is a best ball format so even if you are new 

to golf, this is a great opportunity to have some fun while practicing your swing.  We 

will be also be bringing back the Sip & Swing, where you can spend some time with 

the Golf Pro, who will be there to help you tighten your skills.  Dinner will follow the 

tournament.  More details will be coming soon! 



 Member Social Series 

Wine Tasting at Joseph George Fine Wines  

By Dame Kelly Dipple 

Membership  Engagement Chair 

More than 30 members of St. Joseph Commandery 
came out, on Tuesday, August 6th, to enjoy some  

delicious wines provided by Bert George, owner of Joseph George 
Fine Wines.  Some members invited their friends and potential  
Aspirants to join us.  The room was full of laughter and conversation 
as everyone enjoyed the fine selection of white and red wines, as 
well as the appetizers provided by Kelly Dippel.  Bert generously 
offered a 15% discount on all purchases.  
 
This was the second of our Member Social Series organized by your 
Membership Engagement Team.  We were thrilled by the outcome 
and it was so great to see so many members that we haven’t seen for 
a while.  These gatherings are always focused on FRIEND-raising 
and not FUND-raising.  
 
A big thank you to everyone who helped make the evening so  
special and fun, and a HUGE THANK YOU to Bert George for 
sharing his time and delicious wines with us!   
 
A big thank you to everyone who helped make the evening so  
special and fun, and a HUGE THANK YOU to Bert George for 
sharing his time and delicious wines with us!   
 
If you have any comments, suggestions, or have a home you would 
like to share for an upcoming Social, please contact Dame Kelly 
Dippel. 



 St. Joseph Commandery 

 A Tribute to Glen and Ellen McLaughlin 

by Allison Abbott-Kline 

Our honorary chairs for this year’s Summer Garden 
Party were His Excellency Bailiff Emeritus Glen 
McLaughlin and Dame Ellen McLaughlin.  
 
A little history - Glen was invested into the San 
Francisco Commandery in 1989.  In the spring of 
1996, Owen Brown, Glen McLaughlin and Stuart 
McIntosh were approached by the then Prior of the 
Western United States, to discuss creating a new 
Commandery in the San Jose area.  They agreed 
and under the leadership of Glen and Owen, by the 
fall of 1998, the Commandery had grown to 45 
members. Glen McLaughlin was the second Com-
mander of the new St. Joseph Commandery.  In 
2004, after many years of supporting Glen, Ellen 
joined the Order. She co-chaired the Summer 
Garden Party and She Chaired the 2012 Sovereign 
Council Meeting in San Francisco.  
 
Truly, without the good works of Glen and Ellen, 
we would not be a strong and vibrant St. Joseph’s 
Commandery today.  



 





Visit our Websites: 

www.sosjwesestusa.org and 

www.sosjinternational.org 

It is very important that every member of our Sovereign Order log into the International Website and register 

so that you will be included in every correspondence and email.  

 

Miniature SOSJ Medal 

On appropriate occasions, Knights and Dames of all Ranks may wear on their left breast an approved 

replica miniature of the Medal of the Sovereign Order suspended from a narrow red ribbon. 

Members are reminded of protocol requirements and restrictions within various national jurisdictions 

to which they should adhere. 

Miniature Medals are normally worn at evening events in formal dress but may also be worn at  other 

functions if appropriate. 

Other Upcoming  Events 

St. Joseph Commandery 

November 13, 2019 - Fall Social at David Yurman Jewelers 

November 19,2019 -  Commandery Council Meeting 
 
December 3, 2019 -  Commander’s Christmas Party  

 January 19, 2020 - Commandery Council Meeting 

May 1-2, 2020 - Investiture, St. Joseph’s Cathedral, San Jose 
 
May 18, 2020 -  Annual Golf Tournament, San Jose Country Club 

September 26, 2020  -  Summer Garden Party 

 

Other Investitures  

Cleveland - October 12, 2019 

Victoria - October 19, 2019 

The Palm Beaches - November 9, 2019 

Copenhagen -  June 17 - 20, 2020 

Sovereign Council Meeting - Vancouver, 

Canada -September 14 - 20, 2020 

London - November 20, 2021 

Thank you to Kelly Dipple and 

Bob Avery who have  graciously 

provided photographs for our 

newsletter. 

http://www.sosjwestusa.org/
http://www.sosjinternational.org/

