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WELCOME TO THE MAY 2017 INTERNATIONAL NEWSLETTER

AWARD TO GRAND COMMANDER OWEN BROWN

H E Conventual Bailiff Grand Commander L. Owen Brown, GCSJ, GCMSJ, MMSJ has been awarded the Gold 
Cross of Merit of the Sovereign Order of St. John of Jerusalem, Knights Hospitaller.  The presentation was made 
on behalf of the Order by Grand Marshal William Stein at the recent Priory of the Western USA gala Dinner 
coinciding with the Investiture in San Jose, California.

A Cross of Merit is only presented to a member for exceptional meritorious service to the Sovereign Order.  The 
Gold Cross is the highest ranking.

Grand Commander Owen Brown was invested in 1993. He co-founded the St. Joseph Commandery in Califor-
nia and became its first Commander.  He became Grand Commander in 2001 and since then has been actively 
involved in growing the Order and particularly with the Reunification with the Sovereign Order of the Hospital 
of St. John of Jerusalem in 2010 resulting in a combined membership of nearly 900 member in 13 countries.  
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Knights Hospitaller
Founded in Jerusalem 1113, continuing through Czar Nicholas II 

Confirmed by the Royal Charter and Constitution of H.M. King Peter II of Yugoslavia
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AROUND THE SOVEREIGN ORDER
THE PALM BEACHES

Dame Judith Miller hosted the Blind Christmas Party 
with the Commandery providing children with gifts 
including shoes and backpacks from partner Jacobs 
Shoes.

Chevalier Joe Mastrullo and others collected 129 toys 
for Belle Glade children to the delight of Pastor 
Morales.

HUNGARY

On December 2, 2016 the Commandery of Hungary 
held its annual charity evening for the benefit of the 
Hospital Bugát Pál in Gyöngyös.  The event included 
a concert and auctioning of excellent donated wines 
and art including paintings by renowned artist Izolda 
Macskássy.

The Hospital Bugát Pál has provided medical services 
to the region for 178 years and provides treatment to 
1,000 bedridden patients and more than 40,000 
outpatients per year.  All the evening’s proceeds 
amounted to a donation of Hungarian Forint 2,000,000 
(US $7,000 as at April 30, 2017 Ed.)  for purchasing 
medical equipment.

PRIORY OF THE WESTERN USA

The San Francisco Commandery held a very successful 
Christmas Gala raising over $129,000 benefitting two 
local charities, the George Marks Children’s House 
and Digging Deep.
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The Priory of the Western United Sates held its annual 
Investiture on April 8 at the historic Santa Clara de Asis 
Mission Church located on the Santa Clara
 University Campus in San Jose, California.  Eleven 
outstanding Aspirants were invested.

Following the Investiture more than 200 people 
attended the dinner in the San Jose City Hall Rotunda 
including the Mayor of San Jose and his wife.

GRAND PRIOR OF DACIA (DENMARK)

Per Michael Østergaard was inducted as Grand Prior 
of Dacia at the London Investiture last November.
Grand Prior Østergaard was invested into the Danish 
Branch of the Order in 2013.  He was immediately 
involved in building a website for Dacia.  He was 
subsequently elected Commander of the St. Kjeld 
Commandery and was active in recruiting new 
members. As Grand Prior, Per Østergaard is working 
to grow the membership.  The Grand Priory will be 
holding an Investiture on 28 October.
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Toni Mastrullo,  The Palm Beaches 

Karen Persichitte, San Francisco

NEW COMMANDERS

The following members have recently been elected Commanders: 

James Hastings, 
The Western Military
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Diane Mancini, The SierrasChristopher Citti, St. Joseph

Ruth Chappell-Fleming and husband Brian, Glasgow

Alexander Machaskee, and wife Carol Cleveland 
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DONATION OF RARE BOOKS

In February, the Sovereign Order received from HE 
Bailiff Emeritus Grand Prior Emeritus Glen McLaughlin, 
GCSJ, GCMSJ, MMSJ his library of approximately 120 
books on the Ordre of St. John.

Included in the collection are some very rare, leather 
bound and beautifully engraved volumes.  The 
following is a description of these books by our 
archivist, Robin Koning.

“The 120 titles include ten rare and historically 
valuable books that date from 1588 to 1863, as well as 
titles published from 1910 through to 2012 that cover 
topics including medals and insignia, armoury, Rhodes 
and Malta, history, the SMOM, the SOSJ and the VOSJ. 

We’re very pleased to announce that the University of 
British Columbia (UBC) Library is acquiring a number 
of the books for their Rare Books & Special Collections, 
ensuring long-term preservation and scholarly access 
to these important texts. The remaining books will be 
made available to the public in the SOSJ Reading Room 
at the St. John Hospice in Vancouver.  A special thank 
you goes to Dame Robyn Woodward of the Vancouver 
Commandery and to Dr. Richard W. Unger of UBC’s 
Department of History for their work in facilitating 
the acquisition by UBC. Above all, we extend a hearty 
thank-you to Glen for his exceptional donation.

Following is a spotlight on six of the ten oldest titles. 
While each book is fascinating in its own right, together 
these donated titles will enable the Order to have a 
significant presence in the UBC Library and within the 
global scholarly community.

The oldest and most significant title, Statuta 
Hospitalis Hierusalem (ed. Giovanni Battista 
Rondinelli), published to much acclaim in 1588, is 
a stunning illustrated edition of the Statutes of the 
Order. The book’s dedication, which is made to Grand 
Master Hughes Loubenx de Verdalle, reflects his 
instrumental role in the book’s publication. Born in 
Toulouse, France, Verdalle was elected GM in Malta in 
1582. Early in his magistry he set about revising and 
recodifying the Statues of the Order, which he com-
pleted in 1584. They were approved two years later 
by Pope Sixtus V. In 1587 Verdalle was 
elevated by Pope Sixtus to Cardinal at a large 
ceremony in Rome. The Statues were published in 
1588 by the Vatican’s own press, the Tipografia del 
Popolo Romano. The work contains portraits of 52 
dignitaries, from the Blessed Gérald to Raimond du 
Puy, who first set down the Statues in 1137. Other 
engravings illustrate important occasions and 
significant features of life in the Order including the 
sealing of contracts, sessions of the Council and 
Chapter General and a full-page engraving of a map of 
Malta, depicting the great siege of 1565. Verdalle 
appears in several plates as cardinal, including one 
immediately following the title page, in which he is 
depicted kneeling before Pope Sixtus V as he places 
a cardinal’s hat on Verdalle’s head. This edition was 
purchased at auction for 1400 pounds.

Another important title is Histoire des chevaliers 
hospitaliers de S. Jean de Jérusalem, appellez depuis 
les chevaliers de Rhodes, et aujourd’hui les chevaliers 
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de Malte (Paris: Rollin, Quillau, Desaint) written by the 
reknowned French historian, author and clergyman 
l’abbé René-Aubert Vertot (1655-1735) and published 
in five quatro size volumes in 1726. Vertot had been 
appointed historiographer of the Order of the Knights 
of Malta in 1715 by the Grand Master, and 
publication of this title earned him the title of 
Commander. The Histoire is Vertot’s most extensive 
work and has become an influential and oft-cited 
publication. The McLaughlin donation also features 
the book’s first English translation, The History of the 
Knights of Malta (London: G. Strahan, F. Gyles, 
Woodman & Lyon, et al), which was published in 1728 
in two tall (13.5”) folio size volumes. Vertot’s history is 
separated into fifteen books. The first thirteen books 
cover the Order’s history, concluding with the death of 
the Grand Master John de la Valllette in 1568. The 
fourteenth book covers the years from 1568 to the 
1700s and the fifteenth treats the government of the 
Order. Both editions are illustrated with 71 portraits 
engraved by the French designer and engraver Laurent 
Cars and others as well as maps of Malta including 
its fortifications. Both editions also contain Vertot’s 
“Dissertation on Zizim”, “Proofs of the History of the 
Knights Hospitallers” and his “Discourse upon the 
Alcoran,” originally presented at the French Academy 
of Inscriptions and Belles-Lettres in 1724. The five folio 
French book is priced at auction at €1500 - 2000.

Another celebrated title, Voyage en Sicile et à Malthe 
(Amsterdam: Pissot, et Panckoucke), published in two 
volumes in 1775, is the first French language edition of 
the letters of Scottish traveller Patrick Brydone 
(1736-1818) to William Beckford which gave an 
account of his travels through Sicily and Malta. After 
the initial publication of Brydone’s travelogue in 1773 
Sicily became part of the Grand Tour and attracted 
many more tourists. The book is priced at auction at 
€350. 

And finally, Scottish-Australian educator, author and 
philosopher Alexander Sutherland, introduces his book 
Achievements of the Knights of Malta (Carey and Hart), 
as an “offering to the public of an historical sketch of 
the achievements of the soldier-monks of Saint John.” 
Published in 1846 in two volumes, the book covers the 
history of the Order from the foundation of the 
Hospital of St John of Jerusalem through to the election 
of the Emperor Paul as Grandmaster and the surrender 
of Malta to the British. The book was purchased for 

$290.”
We are very grateful to Glen McLaughlin for this 
generous gift.  We believe this is the beginning of 
future donations of books and artifacts to the Order 
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IN MEMORIAM 
CHEVALIER KENNETH MAHON, KCJSJ, MMSJ

The Vancouver Commandery suffered the loss in January of one of its most respected members.

Chevalier Ken Mahon was invested in 1999 and became a major contributor to the Vancouver Commandery.  
According to Commander Anne Rowland,  “Chevalier Mahon took on the tremendous challenge of guiding the 
St. John Hospice project.  As Fundraising Chair he oversaw the task of raising $5 million to facilitate the building 
of the St. John Hospice, which opened in 2013.  He supported the Order in many ways, recommending people 
for membership, providing wisdom and insight on St. John Hospice and other Commandery matters.  Ken had 
many friends and colleagues within the Vancouver Commandery and was well known in the Vancouver
 business community.”  We extend our condolences to his wife Ellen and family.

INTERNATIONAL WEBSITE UPDATE

HE Bailiff Prior Richard Earthy, GCSJ assumed the additional responsibility of Webmaster for the Sovereign 
Council Meeting in Cleveland.  He is providing an update on recent developments.

There has been a 54% increase in ‘Subscribers’, i.e. Knights and Dames who have requested Password Access 
to the Members’ Content on the site.  27% of our Members now have access.  We encourage everyone to avail 
themselves of the latest information on Regalia, Post Nominals and Awards, Rules, etc.

Just go to https://www.sosjinternational.org/register/ and complete the requested information to register.
Commanderies may now have a Commandery Profile on the International Website.  This is particularly 
important when potential Aspirants are searching for information about the Sovereign Order.  You will want 
your Commandery to be represented!

Commanderies are highlighting their projects under ‘Helping the Sick and the Poor’.  Be sure your 
Commandery’s information is up-to-date to show off your Commandery’s latest good works! 
Remember the focus of www.sosjinternational.org is information for potential Aspirants!
If you have any ideas to improve the website, please contact webmaster@sosjinternational.org.
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UPCOMING INVESTITURES

Okanagan, British Columbia, Canada  27 May
Vancouver, Canada    10 June
Brittany, France    24 June
Glasgow, Scotland    26 August
Hattula, Finland    2 September
Victoria, British Columbia, Canada  21 October
Denmark     28 October
The Palm Beaches, Florida, USA  4 November

Layout:  Alexandria Gordon-Collins
Editor:  Grand Counsellor David Petitpierre, GCSJ

INTERNATIONAL OFFICE
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