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A MESSAGE FROM THE COMMANDER

Summer greetings to my fellow Knights, Dames and Squires.
I want to thank all Commanders who have walked before me; in particular I
am deeply grateful for our immediate past Commander Chris Citti for beng a
mentor, role model, neighbor and friend. He truly embodies ‘Pro Fide, Pro
Utilitate Hominum.’ His strong and effective leadership has insured our St.
Joseph Commandery is in a healthy state financially and continues to grow
with dynamic members.
Speaking of members, a hearty welcome to our 13 new Knights and Dames who were invested at
Grace Cathedral this past April. There were also numerous promotions and a Humanitarian Award.
Truly a time of celebration and reflection.
As Commander to the 2nd largest Commandery within the Sovereign Order of St. John, I believe
the key to keeping the our Commandery vibrant is member engagement. Therefore, one of my goals
for the next two years is to have our members meet year round via socials, dinners, wine tastings,
service projects in addition to our golf tournament and signature event - The Summer Garden Party.
We are so fortunate to have such a diverse membership and I want to foster friendships among our
members.

Congratulations to Ray Mendoza and Kelly Dippel for a successful and enjoyable golf tournament
in May. We added a twist this year - Sip & Swing. This was a private golf clinic accompanied with
wine and nibbles. Also, Shelly Paiva hosted over 30 of us for our first social of the year, a Sake
Tasting at Kyoto Palace in the Pruneyard in June. Such a lovely afternoon learning about sake while
mingling with members. The next social event is a wine tasting at Joseph George Wines in Willow
Glen on August 6th. Details coming soon.
The highlight of the year is our signature event, the Summer Garden Party - A Knight in Provence.
This year’s fundraiser will be at the elegant Monte Sereno home of Chevalier Dan and Charmaine
Warmenhoven on Saturday, September 7th. The afternoon begins with a Luxe champagne and
caviar tasting followed by a Classique evening of cocktails, dinner and dancing. For tickets and
underwriting opportunities please contact Summer Garden Party chair extraordinaire Kristi
Hernandez or myself. This is the one time of year I ask for everyone’s financial support. By
working together we can make a difference for the sick and poor in Christ.
In gratitude, Commander Allison Abbott Kline

Priories 0f The San Francisco Area &
The Western United States

Investiture 2019
During the weekend of April 26, 2019 another remarkable
Investiture Service was held for the Sovereign Order of St. John
of Jerusalem, Knights Hospitaller. The celebration began on
Friday, with an elegant cocktail party at the St. Francis Yacht
Club in San Francisco. Each new Aspirant was introduced and
had an opportunity to meet the local members and guests of the
Sovereign Order. Several members of the international
leadership of the Sovereign Order were in attendance, including
Grand Master William Stein, Grand Commander Ian Reid,
Grand Conservator Joe Rudé, and Grand Prior of the Americas
Suzanne Turner.
On Saturday, Grace Cathedral was the setting for a magnificent
Investiture Service. Sixteen new Knights and Dames were
invested. Each member of the Sovereign Order was invited to
renew his or her vows with the Aspirants. Chevalier Brian
Rauschhuber was invested as the new Prior of the Western
United States. Dame Allison Abbott-Kline was installed as
Commander, St. Joseph Commandery; Chevalier Robert
Leonard was installed as Commander, San Francisco
Commandery; and Chevalier Bernard (BJ) Sullivan was
installed as Commander, Commandery of the Sierras. The
award for Service to Humanity was presented to Daniel J.
Warmenhoven.
The evening concluded with a spectacular cocktail party, dinner
and dancing at the Intercontinental Mark Hopkins.

Investiture 2019

Welcome to the Newest Members of
St. Joseph Commandery

Marie Therese Bernard

Gisela Barbara Bushey

Liza Karmardian Carter

Peter Scott Carter, Jr.

Michael D’Ambrosio

Peggy Ann Dozier

Keith Shigeru Furuya

James Glass

Margaret Higgins

Helen Lambert

Laura Pesavento

Rhonda Staelgraeve-Secor

Ann Louise Watts

2019 Golf Tournament

The St. Joseph Commandery’s 4th Annual Invitational Golf Tournament
was a huge success! The golf tournament was held on Friday, May 17th
at Cinnabar Hills Golf Club. 58 golfers and almost 100 guests for
dinner, took part in the event. The tournament was played in the Best
Ball format, which meant every player would hit from the tee and then
place their ball where the farthest ball in their foursome landed.
Chevalier Chris Worrall’s team was the winner for the day.
This year, Co-Chairs, Chevalier Ray Mendoza and Dame Kelly Dippel
added a “Sip and Swing” event to the day. “Sip and Swing” consisted of
a full hour of golf instruction from Cinnabar’s Golf Pro, followed by a
fun putting contest. It seemed the 19 participants may have enjoyed
more sipping than swinging, but everyone had a great time.
A huge thank you to the sponsors who generously supported this
year’s event. Shelly Paiva’s company “Charity Rehabbers” donated the
lunch. Twenty-two donors participated as Tee Sign Sponsors. Bridge
Bank, SilPac, Hitachi America and Santa Clara University each made
significant donations.
Planning for next year’s tournament will begin soon. If you have any
comments or ideas, for next year, please share them with Dame Kelly
Dippel at Kdippel@KellyDippel.com. If you have not attended the
tournament in the past, consider next year. This is truly a fun, low key
event , not to be missed!

2019 Golf Tournament

The 2019 Summer Garden Party

Save the Date
for the
St. Joseph Commandery
2019 Summer Garden Party
at

The elegant Monte Sereno Home of
Chevalier Dan & Charmaine Warmenhoven

Saturday, September 7, 2019
Luxe 3pm-4pm
Champagne & Caviar Tasting

Classique 4pm-9pm
Cocktails, Dinner & Dancing

St. Joseph Commandery
2019 Charities
Diabetes Youth Families
We have granted $40,000 for the renovation of various items in the Camp’s bath house,
medical building, kitchen and dining hall. Member Sponsor - Valerie Burniece
https:/dyf.org
First Community Housing
We have granted $40,000 to purchase kitchen appliances and industrial grade finishings
and furnishings. Member Sponsor - Dick Conniff
https://www.firstcommunityhousing.org
Loaves and Fishes
We have granted $38,000 for a temperature controlled van to transport meals to their 40
locations. Member Sponsor - Jeff Strawn
https://www.loavesfishes.org
Health Trust
We have granted $75,000 for the renovation and furnishing of the Client Services and
Operation Center. Member Sponsor - John Colwell
https://healthtrust.org
Lupus Foundation of Northern California
We have granted $10,000 for office equipment, hardware and software. Member Sponsor Peter Verbica
http://www.lfnc.org
Sacred Heart Nativity School
We have granted $40,000 to construct a STEM lab. Member Sponsor - Emily Ruvalcaba
https://www.shnativity.org
Valley Medical Center Foundation
We have granted $20,000 for the purchase of a new adaptive pool ramp that allows for
aquatic wheelchair access and two additional wheelchairs to enable patients with high level
injuries to have access to the rehabilitation pool. Member Sponsor - Norman Kline
https://vmcfoundation.org

Flame of Liberty Memorial Dedication
On June 15th of this year, several
thousand spectators descended on the
majestic Redwood Grove at the Town
Civic Center lawn in Los Gatos for the
unveiling of the Flame of Liberty
Memorial. Spearheaded by the Veterans
Memorial and Support Foundation of
Los Gatos (VMSF), the memorial to
veterans and first responders was
constructed using funds donated by the
community, including a $50,000
donation from the Saint Joseph
Commandery. Several members of the
Commandery, including Commander
Allison Abbott-Kline, were in
attendance for this moving ceremony
Memorial, the VMSF also unveiled
three additional memorials at the Civic
Center: one to First Responders,
another to 9/11 heroes, and an MIA/
POW memorial. If you find yourself in
downtown Los Gatos, stop by the
Flame of Liberty Memorial to see this
incredible tribute to those who have
served.

Flame of Liberty Memorial Dedication
The Honorable Francis J. Harvey, 19th Secretary of the
United States Army, welcomed the crowd before
helping to unveil the Flame of Liberty sculpture. The
Honorable William Peacock, former Assistant
Secretary of the U.S. Army, provided a stirring
introduction of the keynote speaker, General H.R.
McMaster, 26th National Security Advisor to the
President of the United States. General McMaster
spoke of the need to bridge the gap between those
who chose to serve in the military and the general
public.
In addition to the Flame of Liberty Memorial, the
VMSF also unveiled three additional memorials at the
Civic Center: one to First Responders, another to 9/11
heroes, and an MIA/POW memorial. If you find
yourself in downtown Los Gatos, stop by the Flame of
Liberty Memorial to see this incredible tribute to
those who have served.

The Judges
The Sovereign Council appoints for a period of three years, from the Knights and Dames of
the Rank of Grace or higher, three Judges and two Auxiliary Judges to the Supreme Court.
No Judge may participate in any Office or Council in the Sovereign Order.
On reaching the age of eighty (80) years, a serving Judge must submit his/her resignation to
the Grand Master. Failure to do so will be taken as a resignation de facto. Le Petit Conseil,
with the approval of the Second Vice-President of the Council, will appoint an interim Judge
to fill the vacancy until the next meeting of the Sovereign Council is in session.

Other Upcoming Events
St. Joseph Commandery

Other Investitures
Glasgow - August 24, 2019

'Jazz on the Plaz' - July 2019

Tampere - August 31, 2019

Joseph George Wine Event - August 6,2019

Cleveland - October 12, 2019

Summer Garden Party - September 7, 2019

Victoria - October 19, 2019
The Palm Beaches - November 9, 2019

Sovereign Council Meeting - Vancouver, Canada September 14 - 20, 2020

Visit our Websites:
www.sosjwesestusa.org and
www.sosjinternational.org
It is very important that every member of our Sovereign Order log into the International
Website and register so that you will be included in every correspondence and email.

Thank you to Grant Atwell, Bob Avery
and Bryan Avery who have graciously
provided photographs for our newsletter.

