The European
Sovereign Order of St John of Jerusalem, Knights Hospitaller

The Grand Priory of Europe Newsletter

Issue No. 16
July 2016

H.M.E.H. GRAND MASTER DAVID ROLFE GCSJ, CMSJ, MMSJ
THE SOVEREIGN ORDER OF ST. JOHN OF JERUSALEM
KNIGHTS HOSPITALLER
It was with profound sadness and
grief that we announced the
passing of H.M.E.H. Grand
Master David Rolfe last month as
he lost his final battle with cancer,
a fight he had waged so bravely for
over a decade. As many of you
know, David had suffered with
declining health in much of 2016,
resulting in loss of mobility and
reduction of travel to preside over
Investitures that he so loved to do.
During this difficult period for
himself and Dame Margaret Rolfe,
he continued to carry out his other
duties as Grand Master with the
clear, crisp thinking, good
manners, and graciousness that
were the hallmark of his approach
to all facets of his life.

It is appropriate to mention some
of the many contributions that David
made not only to the Sovereign
Order of St. John of Jerusalem but to
his fellow man in all that he touched
whether in business, civic, religious,
volunteer, or social matters.

June 12, 1932 – July 4, 2016

and

In 2006 he was elected by the
Sovereign Council as Lieutenant
Grand Master and subsequently the
76th Grand Master in 2010.

The Grand Master and his wife,
Dame Margaret Rolfe, have visited
almost every Commandery in the
Sovereign Order as he presided at
most Investitures in North America
and Europe since 2007 at their
personal expense.
David was
awarded the Medal of Merit in 2003
and the Silver Cross of Merit in
2010.

H.M.E.H Grand Master David R.L. Rolfe
GCSJ, CMSJ, MMSJ

The Grand Master devoted much
of his energy and interest to the
health of the Sovereign Order over
almost 30 years, a time of expansion
and reunification. He earned the
great
respect
and
affection
throughout the Sovereign Order for
his gracious charm and devoted
leadership.

In his equally busy professional
life, David qualified as a Chartered
Accountant in 1955. In 1958 he
founded the firm of Rolfe, Benson
Chartered Accountants and was the
Managing Partner until 2001. Until
very recently he served as the
Chairman of the Executive
Committee.
David continued
serving his numerous and long-time
clients throughout his time as Grand
Master and has served on many
professional Boards.

Grand Master David R.L. Rolfe
GCSJ, CMSJ, MMSJ was invested
into the Vancouver Commandery of
the Sovereign Order in June 1989 by
HRH Prince Andreij of Yugoslavia,
the 74th Grand Master. He had
many widespread interests in
professional, church, non-profit and
sports fields.

David’s initial roles within the
Sovereign Order included being
Marshal and member of the
Executive Committee for the
Vancouver Commandery. He went
on to serve the International Order as
Receiver General (1990-2002),
Bailiff (1997-2010), Grand Prior of
the Americas (2002-2006), Grand

Hospitaller
(2002-2006)
Conventual Bailiff in 2004.

H.M.E.H Grand Master David R.L. Rolfe
GCSJ, CMSJ, MMSJ AND
DAME MARGARET ROLFE DCJSJ, MMSJ

He was awarded an FCA
(Fellowship) in 1985 and “Lifetime
Achievement Award” by the
Institute of Chartered Accountants in
2004.
continued on page 2
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In his other lives David was a passionate first division
Rugby player for 20 years and later a referee. He was past
Chairman of the British Columbia Sports Hall of Fame and
past Treasurer of the B.C. Rugby Union, and past Secretary
of the B.C. Rugby Referees Society.

He was a long-time enthusiastic boater and a proud 69
year member of the Royal Vancouver Yacht Club serving
on many committees and as Commodore in 1980.
David also served on the Boards, most often as
Chairman/President, of: Lester B. Pearson College of the
Pacific; St. George’s School; Crofton House School; Van
Dusen Botanical Gardens and The Vancouver Club.
He was a Patron of the Seaforth Highlanders of Canada
Regiment.

During his entire life, David was involved with the
Anglican Church of Canada as an active parish member as
well as supporting the Diocese of New Westminster in many
capacities.

According to our Constitution and Rules of the Sovereign
Order, a Council of Regents has been appointed, consisting
of H.E. Conventual Bailiff, Grand Commander Owen
Brown, as First Vice President of the Sovereign Council,
the Second Vice President H.E. Bailiff Al Wagner, and a

third Bailiff elected by LPC, H.E. Conventual Bailiff,
Patrice de Gail, Grand Hospitaller, in the absence of a
Protector for our Order. An election of a new Grand Master
by a two-thirds majority vote of the Sovereign Council must
be held within 180 days in accordance with our Constitution,
KPIIC. It is anticipated that this will be done at the
forthcoming Sovereign Council meeting in September,
which falls well within the specified time-window.

David and his wife Margaret have five children and seven
grandchildren. We extend our most sincere condolences to
Margaret and the entire family on their loss of a wise and
strong man who lived a life of service to his fellow man in
every capacity he touched. I will miss him personally in his
wise observations and enthusiasm for life. We will all miss
his cheerful presence, devotion to ethical behaviour and
duty, and the touch of class he brought to the Sovereign
Order and our lives. Please include them all in your prayers.
A Memorial Service was held for David in Vancouver at
Christ Church Anglican Cathedral on 26th July presided
over by The Very Reverend Dr. Peter G. Elliott, KJSJ, a
Cleric of our Order. The service was attended by over 600
people including Knights and Dames from around the world.
H.E. Conventual Bailiff Grand Commander,
Owen Brown, GCSJ, CMSJ, MMSJ
Council of Regents.

SOME MEMORIES OF OUR GRAND MASTER

On the 26th July I attended the thanksgiving service for
the life of our beloved Grand Master in Christ Church
Cathedral, Vancouver. It was a testament to how well
loved and respected David was that over 600 people
attended the service from all walks of David’s life.
Many years ago, David realised that Highland
Cathedral was one of my husband Donald’s favourite
anthems as we always had the Phoenix Choir include
this during our Investitures in Scotland, starting with
the Sovereign Council Meeting in Dunblane in 2000 and
thereafter at every Investiture service in Vancouver the
Seaforth Highlanders brought tears to our eyes as they
performed this well known piece, it was extremely
poignant to hear it played at the service without David
being there. With David’s great sense of humour the
tune to one of the hymns was also the music to one of his
favourite rugby songs although obviously with different
words, and I was honoured to be asked to read one of
the lessons from the Gospel of John. There was a sea of
red robes as our members from around the world
attended to pay their respects to our Grand Master.
I first met David and Margaret Rolfe when my husband
Donald and I travelled with them from London to Malta to
my first Sovereign Council Meeting in 2000. This was to
be the start of a great friendship both within and outside the
SOSJ. Following one of the Vancouver Commandery

Investitures, David took a group of us, Bill and Jan Stein,
Glen and Ellen McLaughlin and Poul and Judith Hanson
out on his boat, Tradition 1, we sailed to the Wigwam Inn
and had lunch on the boat, as usual David and Margaret
were great hosts and wonderful company. On another

occasion, when Owen and his wife Brookes together with
David and Margaret stayed with us, the rugby world cup
was being played and we were all glued to the television
whenever we had a moment, educating Owen in the rules of
rugby, another one of David’s passions.
As Margaret was born and brought up in Troon David and
Margaret always spent time at Piersland Lodge while in
Scotland and on these occasions we would join them for
dinner with other members of the Order who had travelled
from Vancouver and America, David always having his pre
dinner tipple of gin and soda, on the dot of 6 o’clock, and
being the life and soul of the party.
There are so many great memories, too many to mention,
of times spent at Investitures both here in the UK, in
Canada, Europe and America, and at Owen and Brookes
home in Carmel sharing a meal of soft shell crab, brought
from San Francisco by Glen and Ellen McLaughlin, and
washed down with copious draughts of good wine. I was
last with David and Margaret, and danced with David, at
the Investiture in West Palm Beach earlier this year and my
last conversation with him was two weeks before he died
and as usual, he was supportive, encouraging and
reassuring, one of the nicest human beings I have ever met.

I know I speak for all our members in the UK and Europe
when I say David we will miss you, we will never forget
you and we know your guiding hand will always be with us
and as one of our members said at the service “We are proud
to stand on your shoulders”
Bailiff May Storrie CBE, GCSJ, MMSJ
Lt. Grand Commander Europe

H E Conventual Bailiff,
Grand Counsellor David J.R. Petitpierre, GCSJ

Sovereign Council meetings.
Sovereign Council

David Petitpierre
is currently a
member of Le
Petit
Conseil
(LPC), which is
the
Executive
Body
of
the
Sovereign Order
responsible for the
administration of
the Order between
the
usual
b i - a n n u a l
LPC reports to the

LPC membership consists of five Conventual Bailiffs,
who currently are Grand Commander L. Owen Brown;
Grand Marshal William E. Peacock; Grand Hospitaller
Patrice de Gail; Grand Conservator Dag von Schantz and
Grand Counsellor David Petitpierre. The Grand Master is
not a member of LPC, but attends their meetings for

informational purposes. LPC members are elected by
members of the Sovereign Council.

LPC formally meets by telephone conference calls on a
regular basis and members are in frequent touch with each
other.

David Petitpierre is a member of the Vancouver
Commandery and was invested in 2005. He was the
Registrar General for the Sovereign Order from 2008 to
2012. David continues active involvement within the Order
and produces the International Newsletter. He was a
member of the Computer Task Group which developed the
recently launched new International website. In addition
David is involved in the project archiving the Order’s
records and the ‘Colloquium’ project seeking to establish a
complete history of the Order from the 12th century
onwards.

David has attended 20 investitures in five countries and
also Sovereign Council meetings in Scotland, Washington
DC, Budapest, San Francisco and Malta. He thoroughly
enjoys his membership of the Order.

Report on New Website
The
Commanders
requested a new website at
the Malta conference in
2014. This resulted in the
formation of a Computer
Task group made up of
Prior Richard Earthy (ex
IBM), Conventual Bailiff
David
P e t i t p i e r re ,
Chevalier Ian Reid (Chair,
50 years in software) and
Chev Mike Klajnert
(active in IT). The new
website went live April 1.
As noted in the Grand Commander’s e-mail to all, the
public section is aimed at potential Aspirants but
includes Newsletters, upcoming events and the like. The
members’ section provides information useful to Knights
and Dames, including information on Robes and
Regalia, titles and post-nominals and a history that
traces where the various aspects of the Sovereign Order
developed.
Looking ahead, Conventual Bailiff Dag von Schantz is
taking responsibility for translation into various languages of
the portions of the site that can reasonably be translated i.e.
excluding legalistic documents. There are technical issues
to be resolved by the Task Group first. Looking further
ahead, the Order will need to review whether there is some
way the International site can be adapted for the use of

individual Commanderies. Such extensions would need the
agreement and cooperation of the Commanderies.

Chev. Ian Reid was invested in 2014 in the Vancouver
Commandery. Since then, he has been involved in creating
the volunteer committee, led the specification and design of
the St. John Hospice based on his five years volunteering in
a hospice, acted as Commandery Hospitaller (Almoner) for
4 years and headed the development of the Americas
recruiting manual and handouts.
Chevalier Ian Reid KCJSJ, MMSJ

Priory of England Report
DAME CHRISTINE MURRELL DGSJ
A TRUE DAME OF OUR TIME, A TRUE DAME OF ALL TIMES
Prior Vassilios Papalois KJSJ on behalf of the Knights and Dames
of the Sovereign Order of St John of Jerusalem (SOSJ), Knights Hospitaller

A few months ago, Christine entrusted us with some really
wonderful poems that she wrote over the years; it was one
more great example of her multitalented, artistic and
thoughtful nature; a genuine intellectual without pomposity,
seeking neither recognition nor rewards.

We read again those poems that, if one wishes to give
them a title as a collection, he could call them the “Poems
of Love”.

The announcement of Christine’s untimely passing by
her beloved husband Peter, came as a great shock to all
the Knights and Dames of the SOSJ; Christine was a
real and great friend to all of us and we felt that we lost
not only a truly distinguished member of our historic
organisation but also a member of our extended family.
The messages from Knights and Dames across the world
came quickly, in big numbers and with warm and kind
content full of praise and admiration for a remarkable
Christian Wife, Mother and Grandmother and also a true
and tireless servant of the sick, the poor and the needy of
Christ.

The poems were Christine through and through and
expressed the most wonderful and powerful thoughts:
Love is God…
Love has no beginning and no end…
Love has no conditions…
Love is what makes life a celebration in the name of
Christ…
Those thoughts and memories of Christine will always be
with us; Christine was a true Dame of our time, a true Dame
of all times.
Goodbye our beloved Christine, we will always remember
you, Your Brothers and Sisters in St John.
Professor Vassilios E Papalois
KJSJ, MD, PhD, FICS, FRCS, FEBS
Prior of England

It was most impressive to see that although Knights and
Dames remembered different special moments from their
long friendship with Christine, all the messages had exactly
the same ending; she was what we all in the SOSJ aspire to
be: humble servants of Christ and of those who suffer
anywhere in the world.

Christine and Peter were always shinning with love for
each other, their family, their friends, their Church and
Community and all those in need; to offer a complete record
of their charity work and all the lives they have changed for
the better, we would need to write a book. As members of
the SOSJ, we will always owe to them a great debt of
gratitude for what they have offered in good times and, even
more so, in challenging times, always with a smile, always
with confidence and always with a witty sense of humour.

Dame Christine Murrell, DCSJ, MMSJ

CoMMaNDERy of LoNDoN REPoRt
The health of another three members of our Commandery
give us some cause for concern so prayers for them will not
go amiss.
On 29 April the Commandery organised a get-together in
honour of Dame Christine. Chevalier Peter and his family
joined us for a lunch by the river Thames and then we all
went on a boat trip up the Thames from Hampton court to
Richmond and back.

So far this year the Commandery of London first held its
January Council meeting which discussed various
aspects of the activity of the Commandery, recruitment
of aspirants, our charity commitments and various other
matters. Such meetings ensure that the Commandery
remains active and vibrant.
At the beginning of April we received the sad news of the
unexpected death of one of our Dames, Christine Murrell
DGSJ. Dame Christine was a well-respected and wonderful
member of the Commandery and she will be sorely missed
by all and in particular her husband Chevalier Peter Murrell
KCJSJ and his family. We shall miss her annual specially
designed Christmas Cards which raised so much money for
charity. We shall miss her great personality. We remember
her with fondness and thank God for the good works of
Dame Christine whilst she was among us.

The annual Chapter meeting of the Commandery was held
on Saturday 25 June at the St Bede’s Church in Croxley
Green, Hertfordshire. This was followed by the usual
Service of the Feast of St John. A short talk on some
religious aspects of Brazilian history was given by the
Commander who spent a few weeks in that country this
winter. This included a footnote on the Knights of St John’s
rule in the French Antilles in the 17th Century. The parish
ladies organised a sumptuous buffet lunch for those present
which included a guest from the San Francisco
Commandery, Chevalier John Rosin KSJ. Bailiff Emeritus
René Tonna-Barthet GCSJ, CMSJ & 2 Bars, MMSJ was
congratulated on being made an honorary member of the
Knights of St John in Australia.
We now look forward to our Investiture weekend on 18 to
20 November 2016. It will be held at the splendid Warren
House Hotel in Kingston-upon-Thames, south London. We
will have guests from the Scottish and European
Commanderies, some of whom will be investing their
aspirants. We hope to see as many of you there as possible.
Enquiries to v.papalois@btinternet.com
Commander Neville Ransley KGSJ

Feast Day of St John Service

From left to right Bailiff
Emeritus Rene
Tonna-Barthet, Chevalier
Father John Wiley, Squire
Timos Papalois, Chevalier
The Revd. Gerard Irwin,
Dame Vana Papalois, Prior
Vassilios Papalois,
Chevalier Peter Murrell,
Commander Neville
Ransley, Dame Anne
Bugeja, Chevalier John
Rosin and Demoiselle Sundy
Papalois

Priory of Brittany
A new President for the Association of
Humanitarian Actions of the Priory of Britanny.

Philippe has been a Chevalier of the Order since 21 June
2015 when he was knighted by the Grand Conservator, Dag
von Schantz.
He is also an active member of the Association of
Christian Leaders that brings together executives and
managers engaged in the economic and social world and
eager to bring the Gospel to the heart of their professional
lives
He is also leader of an insurance company, his experience
and talents will be very useful. Thank you Philippe for
having accepted this heavy responsibility.

Brother Philippe Vincent

On the 30th of January 2016, our Brother Vincent
Philippe was elected new President of the Association of
Humanitarian Actions of the Priory of Brittany. He
takes over from Brother Rémy Leprette. We are grateful
for the time Remy devoted to the association, Rémy
remains a director and will support the new President.

The Association of Humanitarian Actions of the Priory of
Brittany manages 3 centers medico-psycho-pedagogical
(CMPP) of childcare, 3 Facilities and Services Assistance
by Work (ESAT) and a shelter for disabled employed and a
home for disabled withdrawn.
We also provide international humanitarian assistance, in
particular with the shipment to hospitals and orphanages of
various medical equipment, drugs and pharmaceuticals,
food and clothing, or in poor countries affected by natural
disasters or war.

Meeting of the Commanderie Goelo Penthievre,
Priory of Brittany
After lunch, the Pastor spoke about Saint Peter in the
Gospels.
There are 3 names given to Peter Simon ("son of Jonah"
in Hebrew), Peter and Cephas ("rock" in Aramaic). When
we read the gospels, we see that Peter is always first. It is
natural that Peter is referred to first because he was chosen
as such by Jesus Christ. There are three periods in his life
with Jesus: the first is that of training, the second is that of
Pentecost and the third is where he decides to step back and
traveled extensively and dies as a martyr, crucified in Rome
in 68.
Brothers and Sisters of the Commandery Leon Cornouaille
(4th from Pasteur Alexandersson is pictured 4th from the left

For 2 years the Commandery of Goelo Penthievre has
had the chance to host the pastor who helps us every two
months to deepen our spirituality.
We often start by reading and reflecting on the Beatitudes

“Pierre thou art Peter and upon this rock I will build my
Church!”. The great problem of the human being is sin. Sin
destroyed man.
Jesus always showed that for him there are no hopeless
cases provided we agree to follow “the way”.
What is extraordinary is the meeting of Jesus with Peter,
“you'll be the rock on which I will build my church.” The
meeting of these two men changed the world.

CoMMaNDERy of MoNaCo
Our young Commandery has moved into new quarters
and the weeks go at full speed. It would be nice to have
at least 2 more days in the week to achieve all we intend
to carry out.

We focus this fall on assistance to refugees from
Middle-East and I approached the President of the
Monegasque Association “Collective of Middle-East
Refugees” to offer the help of our Brothers and Dames of
Monaco Commandery.

Vietnam, I personally know the founder, FatherPatrick
Mary Serafini.

I will not lie to you by saying, as I said earlier, we are all
committed to give help to our brothers, guided by our faith.
Commander Jacqueline Marschner von Helmreich DGSJ

We are now operating on different levels. We regularly
weekly give French lessons to Iraqi refugees hosted in the
Principality and in the nearby French town. They don't
speak a word of French and very little English. It is
wonderful that after these few weeks of our Members'
commitments, a relationship of trust, respect and friendship
is established with the Iraqi group of all ages (from six
months to 67 years). They bring us as much as we offer
them. This is exceptional. We also help these people to
integrate into the civil society and one of our Members
welcomes a young Iraqi apprentice in his business.
Our support has also included donations of computers,
toys and clothes. With Grand Prior, Brother Martin, in early
April we both attended a mass in Monaco in honour of all
Iraqi refugees.
The mass was followed by a meal prepared by one of our
“students” of the French group and it was a highlight of
culinary tasting and conviviality. In early June, Members of
the Monegasque Commandery, travelled to Bargemon (Var,
France) with 25 Iraqi refugees to visit the parish of Father
Philippe Marie who also hosts refugees from the Middle
East. It was a great day to share focused around a large
mass.

We collected a sum that will allow a group (late comers)
to make a pilgrimage to Lourdes and we are pleased to offer
them this trip which they all look forward to fervently.
These people lost everything. Their life was ruled by fear,
slander and hatred but they have faith and they want to start
over. We can only be humbled in front of their
determination. They have all our respect.

Photos 1 et 2 : French lessons given to the Iraqui group by
Commander Dame Jacqueline Marschner von Helmreich and
Aspirant, Dame Martine Deplanche, in the presence of Grand
Prior of Central Europe, Brother Martin Marschner von
Helmreich

The Monegasque Commandery will also donate a vehicle
to Bargemon parish in the near future. We are not forgetting
about the suffering that we can find on our door, even if we
are fortunate to live in a privileged place. We are in contact
with the neighbouring town of Eze to help people in their
daily lives.

One of our Members is providing material in support, in
name of our Order, to the schooling of children in Delhi
through the Plan “India” and to a family in Chennai (South
India).

Some of our members provide, also in name of our Order,
material support to the Foundation “Children of Hue” in

Photo 3 : Meeting between Monaco Commandery Members in
presence of Commander Dame Jacqueline Marschner von
Helmreich and the President of the “Collective Association of
Middle-East refugees”, Mrs Christiane Palmero

Grand Priory of Central Europe
Since 2014. you will remember seeing Aspirants from the
German Priory at some of the Investitures throughout
Europe and I take this opportunity to thank all the
Commanderies and Priories who received us so warmly
and with good fellowship.
Last Christmas, I had the honour of being nominated as
a member of the “review group” for the new SOSJ website.
From then until the end of February 2016 a tremendous
amount of work has gone into making the website a reality,
for my part I exchanged not less than 50 e-mails and wrote
comments over 25 pages. and now all our Knights and
Dames can access the site at www.sosjinternational.org

I am pleased to report for the first time as Grand Prior
of Central Europe, this has come about as a result of the
activities of our Knights and Dames in the German
Langues and the increase in our membership, enabling
us to have two German Commanderies, the Northern
and the Southern under the capable leadership of Prior
Kurt Schaller.
The Southern German Commandery is lead by our Brother
Christian von Düring who was promoted to Commander
during the Svendborg (Denmark) Investiture last October
and at the next Investiture we will introduce the Commander
of the Northern Commandery.

As previously reported, the creation of the Monaco-Italian
Commandery last year, was recognised as a charitable
association by the Monegasque Government and
Commander Jacqueline von Marschner will report
separately on their activities.

I take this opportunity to thank all the Knights and Dames
for their commitment and hard work during this project. I
cannot name everyone who was involved as it would run to
several pages, however, I would personally like to thank
Brother Ian Reid for his patience and diplomacy, and not
only with me!

During the project we realised that in our 1964
Constitution the word “Langue” in our Order was no longer
relevant and under the guidance of Grand Commander,
Owen Brown and Grand Conservator, Dag von Schantz and
the Petit Conseil, having consulted with me, decided to
rename the Grand Priory of the German Langues, as the
Grand Priory of Central Europe.
When I read all the reports in this edition of The
European, I am very proud to have accepted this new title
and that our Knights and Dames have placed their trust in
me and I will continue to do my very best to be worthy of
their confidence.
In union of prayers in Saint John yours, God bless you
all in His holy Trinity,
Martin Marschner von Helmreich
Grand Prior Central Europe

Italy, Hungary,
Finland and
Denmark Reports
to follow in the
next issue

SoutH GERMaN CoMMaNDERy
I joined the Order on the 3rd May 2003 at the Danish
Investiture in Svendborg and I was delighted to be
invited to become the new Commander of the South
German Commandery and to be promoted during the
Danish Investiture in 2015 in Svendborg.
I was born on September 5th 1957 and I am married to
Dr. Christiane v. Düring and we have two children. I am
an Ophthalmologist and I live in a typical Bavarian town of
Passau on the danube at the German/Austrian/Czech border.
The South German Commandery has eleven members at
present, one Dame and ten Knights and encouraged by our
Prior Kurt Schaller, we are currently working on future
actions and have a series of meetings planned to discuss the
enlargement of the Commandery and I will report on
progress in the next edition of The European.
Commander Christian v. During KCSJ

our Work in the Community
We raised money at a private charity event for our
local association of therapeutic horse riding.
Margret Herwig seen here with a group of her first
communion children. Margaret is taking care of a group
of children who will celebrate their first communion
after one year of preparation, together with a group of
children who will celebrate their confirmation.
The group work consists of one to two meetings per
week over a period of two to three months.
During their preparation teaching they hand-craft
their own candles for the ceremony and to serve as a
reminder in the future.
During the childrens’ lessons our Order and its work is
frequently mentioned.
Chevalier Ralf Herwig KSJ
Prof. Priv. Doz. Dr med. univ. Dr. hc. Ralf Herwig, MD,
PhD, MMBA
President of the Austrian Andrological Society
Head of Dept. of Urology and reconstructive Andrology,
Vienna Urology Foundation
Professor of Urology, Medical University Vienna

Priory of Scotland
CoMMaNDERy of GLaSGoW
Cancer Charities, St. Andrew’s Hospice, Kilbryde Hospice,
The Beatson Oncology Centre and the Marie Curie
Community Nurses. This year Lady Susan Haughey and
David Welch, CEO of the Beatson, have joined the
committee and plans are already afoot for a highly
entertaining event on the( put in date).
Accounts, having been completed for 2015, arrangements
are now in place to split the funds between the Priories of
England and Scotland and Chevalier Gordon Wylie has
taken up the position as Chairman of the Charitable Trust
for Scotland. Gordon is busy redrafting the Trust Deed
and appointing new Trustees, and in line with the decisions
taken at the London meeting, Trustees will no longer be
Officers of the Order.
I am glad to be able to report that we have now regrouped
and look forward, firstly to the Commandery of London
Investiture between 18th to 20th November and then for the
Commandery of Glasgow Investiture in 2017, date and
venue to be advised.

The first part of 2016 has been a turbulent and difficult
time in the Priory of Scotland and I am grateful for the
support which I have received, as your Prior, from
Grand Master Rolfe and Grand Commander Brown,
Bailiffs Storrie and Stein, Prior of England Vassilios
Papalois and our Brothers and Sisters from the various
European Priories and Commanderies.
I am also
greatly indebted to the members of the Priory of
Scotland, Commandery of Glasgow, for the unwavering
support and confidence in me, which they have shown
during the first part of the year.
Following the meeting in London chaired by Bailiff
William Stein, Lt. Grand Commander Americas and
attended by Bailiff May Storrie Lt. Grand Commander
Europe, together with Prior of England Vassilios Papalois
and me, the decision was taken to return financial and
administrative autonomy to the Priors in an effort to
overcome the various difficulties which had arisen over the
last eighteen months.
During this time our efforts to help those less fortunate
than ourselves have not been deterred and in January,
through the good offices of the Noel Lunch Committee, we
donated significant sums of money to the Lanarkshire

On the 19th August we will be joined by our Brothers and
Sisters from Germany and Denmark at the home of Bailiff
May Storrie for an informal evening. The evening will
also provide an opportunity for the members of the
Commandery of Glasgow to bring along friends and
individuals who have expressed an interest in joining our
Order.
In December last year, together with Bailiff May Storrie
and Dame Lynda McCulloch, we travelled to Aberdeen, to
join Lady Rhoda McQuarrie and the friends of Sir Albert,
for a moving memorial service, Sir Albert, before retiring,
was a Bailiff Emeritus and Grand Prior of the United
Kingdom and Ireland in the SOSJ.
A group from the Grand Priory of the UK and Ireland will
travel to Cleveland for the Sovereign Council Meeting in
September and then on to Montreal for the start of the post
SCM tour, sailing the St. Lawrence seaway to Boston.
Details of the event can be found on (put in website).
There is still limited availability for the SCM meetings and
dinners, however, the post tour is sold out with a waiting
list.
Once again, my grateful thanks to you all for your support
and now let’s move forward positively to achieve our
mission of helping the Lord’s sick and the Lord’s poor.
Prior Alan McCulloch KJSJ
Prior of Scotland.

Bailiff Sir albert McQuarrie, Kt. GCSJ, CMSJ
members who were working with him for this merger, led
eventually to the Unification of the two Branches during the
Sovereign Council Meeting, which was held in Budapest,
Hungary, in 2010.
Sir Albert retired from the Sovereign Order of St. John, as
Conventual Bailiff Emeritus, but retained his friendly
contacts with the Sovereign Order, in spite of his age.
He is a great loss to the Order, as indeed to Scotland and
the U.K.
In civil life, Sir Albert was a Member of Parliament, a
valiant warrior for safeguarding the future of Gibraltar, and
also an ardent fighter for the rights of the fishing community
in this country, and especially in his beloved Scotland.
For his generous work Albert McQuarrie MP was
appointed by the Speaker of the House of Commons to the
Chairman’s Panel. In 1987, he was Knighted for outstanding
contribution to public and political life.
On Wednesday, 13th January, 2016, exactly 13 days
after his 98th Birthday, H.E. Bailiff Sir Albert
McQuarrie, Kt, GCSJ, CMSJ, passed away peacefully
in Aberdeenshire Scotland. All the members of the
Sovereign Order of St. John of Jerusalem were saddened
to hear of this very sad loss.
Sir Albert joined the Sovereign Order in 1991 as a Knight
of Honour but soon began to climb the ranks that eventually
led to his being elected Grand Prior of the UK & Ireland,
and soon after elevated to the rank of Bailiff. His wife, H.E.
Lady Rhoda, soon followed him into the Order becoming a
Dame of Grace, and eventually also appointed Grand Cross
of Justice within the Order of St. John of Jerusalem. He
was in 1994, responsible for the invitation of the SOSJ to
the Investiture of the new (later Late) Cardinal Winning.
This was an extremely important occasion as the SOSJ was
present at the Scottish Cathedral, together with Knights
from the two other Papal Orders, The Sovereign Military
Order of Malta, and the Knights of the Holy Sepulchre.
The then, Lieutenant Grand Master Robert Brodie, later
elected the 75th Grand Master, soon realised the value of
this valuable and indefatigable Knight, and he was soon
elected to LPC as Grand Counsellor. His new duties, as
Conventual Bailiff meant that he had responsibility for
contacts with external Orders, This led him directly to be
chosen as a member of the Order’s Working Group that had
been working for some time towards a joining with the
branch of the Order of St. John of Jerusalem, OSJ, under
Grand Master Bailiff Yves De Villepin GCSJ. These talks,
thanks to the tireless work of Sir Albert, and the other

Sir Albert leaves to mourn his loss, his beloved wife
Lady Rhoda, and his son Dermot, from his first marriage.
All the members of the Sovereign Order send their
deepest condolences to the family, and are united with them
in their prayers for the repose of the soul of this unique and
tireless Knight. What a man, what a gentleman, what a
Knight. Rest in Peace, Sir Albert, you are greatly missed.
Written after his death by Bailiff Emeritus René
Tonna-Barthet.

Noel Lunch raises £40,000
for local cancer charities

Fund raising cheer as Bailiff May Storrie (third left) and
event organiser Kate Harkin, Toastmaster John Coyne
and Committee members Prior Alan McCulloch and
Emma Oates meet up with host/auctioneer Steve
McKenna, speaker Bill Copland and Chevalier Ronnie
Smith, Chief Executive of main sponsor Lanarkshire
Enterprise Services.
More than 150 people supported the annual Noel Lunch
in Crutherland House Hotel, East Kilbride, which last year
raised £40,000 for Lanarkshire Cancer Charities.
The local charities who benefitted are the Beatson New
Oncology Unit at Monklands, St. Andrew’s Hospice, Marie
Curie Lanarkshire Nurses and Kilbryde Hospice in East
Kilbride.
Bailiff May Storrie CBE, GCSJ, who founded the
fund-raising lunch concept 12 years ago, said: “I am
delighted once again the big hearted people of Lanarkshire
came to support us to help these worthy charities.

Committee members meet to start planning this year’s Noel
Lunch, pictured seated left to right Dame Lynda McCulloch,
Lady Susan Haughey, Emma Oattes, Standing left to right Prior
of Scotland, Alan McCulloch, Bailiff May Storrie and Chevalier
Ronnie Smith.

“We were pleased to have Lanarkshire Enterprise Services
as our major sponsor this year but we are also grateful for
the many other sponsors from all over Lanarkshire who
have once again backed this worthy venture. “A special
‘thank you’ is due Dame Vera Weisfeld OBE, DGSJ,who
made a substantial personal donation to help boost our total
to a record £40,000.”
This year we have been fortunate to have new members
join the committee and plans are already underway for
another highly successful event on the 9th December, which
will once again benefit the Lanarkshire Cancer Charities.

Pictured from left to right Chevalier Ronnie Smith, Prior Alan
McCulloch, Bailiff May Storrie, Emma Oattes and David Welsh,
C.E.O of the new Beatson Oncology Centre at Monklands
Hospital in Lanarkshire who is supporting the Committee.

our Work in the Community
PaLEStINE youtH oRCHEStRa a tRIuMPH of youtH aND taLENt
culminating with a concert at the Royal Festival Hall. Set
against a backdrop of international political turmoil, these
young musicians are poised to bring a message of
inspiration and humanity to UK audiences.
Equally at home with Western and Arabic music, the PYO
has a unique position amongst youth orchestras
internationally. It was established by the Edward Said
National Conservatory of Music in 2004 with the vision of
bringing together talented students from all over Palestine
and the Palestinian Diaspora. Despite the daily obstacles
they face, their drive and passion for music has entranced
audiences in France, Germany, Italy, Jordan, Greece, Oman,
Syria, Bahrain and Lebanon.

Chevalier Brian Fleming and Dame Lynda McCulloch with
members of the Palestine Youth Orchestra

A number of members of the Priory of Scotland,
Commandery of Glasgow, led by The Revd. Chris
Vermeulen and Prior Alan McCulloch, assisted with the
provision of food for the Orchestra who are on a tour of
the United Kingdom during the months of July/August.
The Orchestra left the troubled olive groves of Palestine
to tour Britain for the first time. They perform at Glasgow
Royal Concert Hall after a rehearsal residency at the Royal
Conservatoire of Scotland, as part of the International
Society of Music Education conference.
Following a
critically acclaimed performance by a smaller ensemble of
the PYO (Palestine Strings) with Nigel
Kennedy at the BBC Proms in 2013, the PYO now
embarks on their first ever UK tour under the baton of Sian
Edwards (Head of Conducting at the Royal Academy of
Music), performing at world class venues across the UK

Unable to rehearse together as an orchestra at home, the
PYO will be meeting and rehearsing at the Royal
Conservatoire of Scotland in July and will be joined by the
Palestinian singer Nai Barghout, a rising star of Arabic
music, and several students from leading British
Conservatoires.
Whilst in the UK, they will perform at Glasgow Royal
Concert Hall, Perth, Leeds, Birmingham, Cardiff and
London.
The Right Honourable, the Lord Provost of Glasgow,
Councillor Sadie Docherty, said
“Glasgow and Scotland have long lasting friendships with
Palestine and are delighted to be able to welcome the
Palestinian Youth Orchestra to Glasgow as part of their first
UK Tour. This is a wonderful opportunity to link Scottish
and Palestinian young musicians and for them to learn from
each other and to develop both musically and culturally”.
Bailiff May Storrie CBE, GCSJ, MMSJ
Lt. Grand Commander Europe

Clarence House
Reception
As part of our members work in the community Bailiff May
Storrie is a Patron of Marie Curie and a member of the
Glasgow Development Board. In June, Patron H.R.H.
Prince Charles hosted a lunch at his home, Clarence House,
to thank all the Patrons in the U.K. The photograph shows
Scottish Patrons, from left to right, Bailiff May Storrie,
Ginny Forbes-Cable, Petra McMillan and Kate Anderson.
The Marie Curie Community Nurses in Lanarkshire are
recipients of some of the monies raised at the Lanarkshire
Noel Lunch.

Kerak Castle
Kerak Castle in central
Jordan is an incredibly
imposing and almost
impregnable fortification
built on an artificial mound
on a ridge at the south end
of a plateau surrounded by
deep wadis, which form
natural defences.
The
massive castle is of course
in a strategic location at the
intersection of major
routes with the main
North- South road The
Fiona Baker
King’s Highway, on the line of the Roman Via Nova Traiana,
and a main East – West route along the Wadi Kerak
from the Dead Sea c.20km to the west to Qatrana in
the east. These are the ancient trade and pilgrimage
routes between Damascus, Mecca and Egypt. Kerak
dominates the plateau of rich agricultural land above
the Wadi Mujib (the southern Jordan valley) and is
the third largest town in Jordan and capital of Kerak
Governate.

The castle is built on an artificial island on the plateau c. 200m
long and between 110 and 140m wide and is cut off from the town
to its north by a deep rock cut ditch and massive wall. Two main
phases of Crusader building are evident. The impressive defences,
in particular its glacis, show modifications over time such as the
ditch dug to strengthen its southern defences and create a reservoir
and towers built by Pagan’s nephew Maurice and by Philip of
Milly and there have been various internal alterations and
reconfigurations during its subsequent history and use. The
interior contains many vaulted corridors, the remains of the
Crusader church converted to a mosque and a Mamluk palace. It
eventually became the third largest Crusader Castle in the Levant
and Syria. Kerak was also expanded by Pagan’s successors,
notably by the infamous Reynald de Châtillon (1177-1187), who
took possession in 1176
after
marrying
Stephanie of Milly, due
to repeated attacks and
sieges by Nur al-Din
and the Ayyubid sultan
Salah ad-Din (Saladin)
between 1170 and 1188,
notably in 1183 and
1184.

Kerak, as a naturally defensive spot at the intersection
of major routes, is an ancient site and nearly two
millennia before the castle was built it was the capital of
Reynald de Châtillon,
Moab, Kir-Haraset. The great Assyrian King Tiglath
View of Kerak Castle looking to the West
a
‘jack the lad’ by
Pileser III (745-727 BC) exiled the people of Damascus
towards the Dead Sea. Photograph by Isabelle
anyone’s
standards,
to Kir (Kerak) (Kings 2, 16.9). In the Hellenistic period
Reuben
broke treaties and truces
it was called Kharkha, Aramaic
giving
safe
passage
to
caravans
between Syria
for town. Subsequently it
and Egypt and used his castles at Kerak and
became the Nabatean town of
Shoubak (Montreal) as a base for raiding, even
Characmoab before being
building ships to raid in the Red Sea and threaten
conquered by the Romans, with
the pilgrimage route to Mecca. This latter
support for the local Ghassanid
incursion was unforgivable to the great warrior
tribe, in 105AD and it struck its
Salah ad-Din, who Reynald had defeated at the
own coinage in the 3rd century
Battle of Montgisard. A raid by Reynald on a
AD. In the Byzantine period it
rich caravan in 1186, which broke a truce, led
was a Bishopric and Bishop
Salah ad-Din to vow he would kill Reynald if he
Demetrius of the Church of
ever had possession of him. In 1187 at the Battle
Vaulted firing slit in the Lower Court at Kerak
Nazareth took part in the
Castle (Fiona Baker)
of Hattin (Hittin near Tiberius) Salah ad-Din and
Council of the Three Provinces
his armies decimated the
of Palaestina in Jerusalem in 536AD. Today Kerak
forces of the Crusader
has one of the largest Christian populations (c. 25% of
Kingdom of Jerusalem
the residents) in Jordan.
and
Salah
ad-Din
In the mid-12th century the Crusader kings of
beheaded Reynald by his
Jerusalem started granting land to individuals and in
own hand. Two hundred
1132 King Fulk removed the rebellious Roman Le Puy
Hospitaller and Templar
from the fiefdom of Oultrejourdain and made Pagan
Knights were executed
the Butler Lord of Montreal (Shoubak) and
and only the Grand Master
Oultrejourdain (land east of the River Jordan and the
of the Temple was spared.
Dead Sea).and granted him permission to improve the
In the aftermath of the
A view to the N from the interior of the castle
defences. Pagan the Butler built the castle at Kerak,
Battle of Hattin fifty-two
of
the
surviving
Crusader
period
arched
halls
known as Petra Deserti (Stone of the Desert) or Crac
Crusader fortifications and
on two levels forming living quarters, stables
des Moabites by the Crusaders in 1142 over the ruins
towns were taken by Salah
and a fighting gallery to defend the N entrance
of the ancient cities.
ad-Din’s forces, including
to the Castle. (Fiona Baker)

the surrender of Jerusalem in October 1187
and Kerak, after a year long siege, in 1188.
The Battle of Hattin led to the Third
Crusade in 1189.
Kerak never again fell into Crusader
hands and was held by Salah ad-Din’s
younger brother Al Adil until he became
Ayyubid Sultan of Egypt and Syria in 1199.
In 1244 the breakaway Ayyubid Emir of
Kerak, an-Nasir Dawud, who had destroyed
the fortifications of Jerusalem in 1239,
joined forces with the Hospitallers,
Templars, Teutonic Knights and Order of St
Lazarus Crusaders to fight at the Battle of
La Forbie (Harbiyah near Gaza) against the
Khwarezmian mercenaries from Chorasmia
(now modern Uzbekistan / Turkmenistan /
Kazakhstan) supporting the Ayyubid
Egyptian Sultanate. The politics and
allegiances are complicated but this 13th
century alliance of the Crusader and
Muslim rulers is of note. However, the
Battle of La Forbie, at which some 5000
Crusader knights were killed and only 27
Hospitallers survived, really marked the end
of the military power of the Crusader
Kingdom of Jerusalem and throughout the
Levant.
Kerak castle was an important stronghold
for the subsequent Mamluk Sultanate, it
was strengthened in 1263 by Baybars who
built a tower at the NW corner, until the
Mamluks were conquered by the Ottomans
in 1517. Ottoman control of Kerak was
intermittent, it was besieged in 1834 during
the Peasants Revolt in Palestine and
Ibrahim Pasha of Egypt destroyed much of
it in an attack in 1840 though his troops
were besieged and starved out in 1844. By
the 1890s it had become an important
administrative centre in late Ottoman
Jordan when it was garrisoned with 1400
troops. Today a visitor to Kerak cannot help
but be awed by the imposing and
magnificent fortifications and romantic
ruins.
Fiona Baker, Archaeologist

Copyright for aerial photograph
Aerial Photographic Archive of Archaeology
in the Middle East (APAAME) archive
accessible from www.apaame.org
Other photographs by Fiona Baker

Crusader Castles
This short article has been penned as an offering to those members of our
order who have an interest in our collective history
When Ned Lawrence a. k. a. T.E Lawrence / Lawrence of Arabia was just a
boy, he took a precocious interest in all things archeological and antiquarian. So
much so that at a tender age, he was negotiating with any local workmen
engaged in excavations near to his home, to sell to him any shards of pottery or
interesting artifacts that they unearthed through their labours. In time, this
interesting collection would come to be housed in the Ashmolean Museum in
Oxford. As the years passed, Young Ned took up two of his father's hobbies, those
of photography and long distance bicycling Young Ned put both of these skills to
good use on his visits to castles all over
England and Wales, visits which
he was extending into mainland
Europe by his teenage years. His
interest in castles and military
fortifications would be continued
during his First World War military
service in the Middle East.Then
when it came time for Lawrence to
complete his preparations for his
final examination for the bachelor
of Arts degree in modern history
at Jesus College Oxford, part of
the stipulated conditions of the
degree course examination, was
a five and a half thousand word
thesis on a subject selected
from a list provided by the
university. For his thesis,
Lawrence took the title The
Influence of the Crusades on European Military Architecture
to The end of The Twelth century. In Lawrence's time, there was a popular theory
that the world had two distinct styles of castles, one stemming from the design
ideas of the Knight Templars and the other from the knight Hospitallers. Lawrence
rejected that school of thought, maintaining that this theory was based more on
imagination than anything resembling scholarship or research.
The literature of crusader castles is not a large one, with there being as many
books on the subject written in French and German as there are in English.
Lawrence however at a later time, returned to his university thesis to prepare it
for possible publication. His work was then taken up by the Golden Cockerel
Press, a publishing house that owed much to the influence of William Morris and
the Arts & Crafts Movement. When this Golden Cockerel press edition of
Lawrence's thesis came out, it was sumptuously produced in a small limited
edition which to this day, is only accessible to collectors with deep pockets.
However, in 2010, the London based Folio Society brought out a well produced
and sensibly priced edition of this work that although now out of print,it can usually
still be found on the internet at a sensible price. Lawrence's work in this edition,
is a good place to start for anyone just beginning to embark on a study of crusader
castles. To find out more about these military fortresses and what happened in
and around them, any good histories of the crusades will Supply enough factual
information for most enthusiasts and what are often described as "Recreational
historians. Thankfully our home grown Scottish hero King Robert The Bruce did
not manage to go to the crusades in his lifetime, even although his heart was
taken there, because the Bruce had a habit of not leaving an intact and
functioning castle at his rear. The years and the vicissitudes of history would exert
enough of a destructive influence on these monuments without a Robert the
Bruce turning his demolition teams loose on them. There are various crusader
castles still extant throughout Europe and the Middle East knows no shortage of
them. Readers of The European may care to look at this author's article on Krak
des Chevaliers in Issue number 14 Of this magazine, as well as Fiona Baker's
article in this current issue.
Chevalier Brian Fleming KSJ

SPIRItuaL MESSaGE
God is a reality that can be known

FORTHCOMING
INVESTITURES AND EVENTS
19th August 2016
Priory of Scotland, Commandery of Glasgow
Informal evening for members, guests and aspirants at the
home of Bailiff May Storrie. Further information from
Prior Alan McCulloch E-Mail: almcculloch@aol.com
Mob: 07808 766169
27th August 2016
Finland Investiture
23rd - 27th September 2016
Sovereign Council Meeting, Cleveland, Ohio
Further information from E-Mail: sosjregistrar@telus.net
September 27,2016
Priory of Eastern USA Investiture
15th October 2016
France Investiture
October 22,2016
Victoria Commandery Investiture
9th December 2016
Noel Lunch, Crutherland House, East Kilbride. Further
information from Prior Alan McCulloch or Bailiff May Storrie
E-Mail: maystorrie@me.com Mob: 07711 304040
18th to 20th November 2016
Priory of England, Commandery of London, Investiture
weekend at Warren House, Kingston-on-Thames, London
Further information from Dame Vana Papalois
E-Mail: v.papalois@btinternet.com
December 3,2016
San Francisco White Cross Ball
May 27,2017
Okanagan Commandery Investiture
Further information on all overseas Investitures from
sosjregistrar@telus.net

All enquiries for the European to the
editor Bailiff May Storrie on
email: maystorrie@me.com
or +44 (0) 7711 304040

This year I celebrated my
30th as a minister within
the Church. So it is only
natural to reflect back on
one journey remembering
significant milestones. It
was in my late teens and
early twenties that I can
recall
a
series
of
experiences that guided
my decision to become a
minister.
These
experiences me a deeper
understanding of the
sacred and what I understood by “God”, giving me an
unshakable conviction that God is real and can be
experienced.
These were experiences of wonder – not of curiosity, but
of what the 20th century Jewish theologian Abraham
Heschel called “radical amazement.”
They were also experiences in which I felt that I was
seeing more clearly than I ever had before – that what I was
experiencing was “the way things are.” They were also
experiences of complete peacefulness, where anxiety and
distraction utterly disappeared. Everything looked beautiful.
The effect was to transform my understanding of “God.”
I began to understand that God was “out there,” but at the
very heart of life. God is in the suffering of the migrant, the
poor, and sick.
I began to understand that the word “God” refers to “what
is” experienced as wondrous and compelling, as, to use
William James’ phrase, “the more” which is all around us.
Or to use a phrase from the New Testament, the word “God”
refers to “the one in whom we live and move and have our
being” (Acts 17.28). “God” is not a hypothesis, but a reality
who can be known.
Thus, to argue about whether God exists seems to me to
be based on a misunderstanding of what the word points to.
God is not separate from the universe, but in the service we
give to those we seek serve. God uses people like us to His
work. God’s radiance that pervades “what is,” God is real.
May God bless the service you bring to The Sovereign
Order of St John’s Jerusalem, Knights Hospitaller. You are
part of a 900 year old line of faithful service to the sick and
the poor.
Yours in St. John
Chevalier Revd. Chris Vermeulen KSJ
To ensure safe delivery of your copy, please advise us of any
change to your contact details. All editions of The European can
be found on the international website
www.sosjinternational.com

