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Sovereign Order Of
ST. JOHN OF JERUSALEM

Knights Hospitaller c.1048

Pro Fide, Pro Utilitate Hominum
For Faith, For Service to Humanity 

 

INTERNATIONAL NEWSLETTER.  CHRISTMAS 2021

Another year is coming to a close. The year 2021 was a difficult year to plan and 
organize fund raising projects. Yet, despite the constraints, the Commanderies 
took advantage of Zoom and managed to stay in touch through all of the year’s 
quarantines. You are to be congratulated.

Vancouver is hosting the 2022 biennial Sovereign Council meeting to be held 
September 12-18. I encourage you to consider attending as it is most 
informative and gives our members a chance to exchange ideas and to get to 
know and enjoy Knights and Dames from all over the world.  You will find the 
Order is composed of like-minded individuals who may easily become new and 
most interesting friends. These biennial meetings will also give you a more 
complete understanding of the International aspects of the Order.  

Our communication and negotiations with The Grand Priory of Australasia 
continue.  We are progressing with our Charter of Alliance with Australia and we 
are  looking forward to signing the Charter with them at the Sovereign Council 
meeting.

Investitures were conducted this year by the Commandery of The Sierras in Reno, Nevada, The Vancouver 
Commandery, in Vancouver B.C., the Dagmar Commandery of Denmark in Copenhagen, the St. Henrik 
Commandery in Tempere, Finland and in San Jose, Ca. for The Priory of San Francisco Area and The Priory of 
Western United States. All were successful and adhered to the CDC requirements for Covid. I look 
forward to being able to participate in more Investitures in 2022 and encourage all of you to attend 
Investitures outside of your area. Attending these will bring a new understanding of the International 
aspects of our Order as well as afford an opportunity for you to make new lifelong friends.

My wife, Dame Suzanne, and I wish you all a very enjoyable and warm Christmas and New Year’s season. As 
we look forward to 2022, let us be thankful for each other, our blessings, our families and for our mission in 
The Order. 

Yours in St. John

H.M.E.H. Bailiff Grand Master William D. Stein, GCSJ, CMSJ, MMSJ,

CHRISTMAS MESSAGES 

FROM THE GRAND MASTER
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FROM THE GRAND COMMANDER

Dear fellow Members of the Sovereign Order

This year has been a recovery year with ups and downs throughout from 
the pandemic. As I write, North America is generally showing a decline in 
new infections while Europe is increasing, sometimes from a low base. In 
general, everywhere has seen a return to near normal activities, 
especially for those who are fully vaccinated, but good health remains a 
worry.

The Sovereign Order is no different as we enter the Christmas Season. To 
keep working together, we have maintained communications 
throughout via the daily marvel of Zoom. Even ten years ago, the 

As we come to celebrate the feast of Christmas this year, may peace, 
hope and joy be in abundance as your gifts in your lives this year.  May 
“the tender compassion of our God the dawn from on high shall break 
upon us, to shine on those who dwell in darkness … and guide our feet 
in the way of peace”.  (Luke 1:78-79).  True to our calling as Knights and 
Dames of the Sovereign Order, Christmas calls us to believe in the 
potential goodness of every human being and to bring healing through 
our acts of compassion and generosity to the sick and the poor. 

FROM THE GRAND COUNSELLOR

pandemic would have made it much harder for the Sovereign Order to cope.

Most importantly, we were able restart our always ongoing renewal through new Dames and Knights. After 
having no Investitures in 2020, we saw Investitures in The Sierras, Copenhagen, Tampere in Finland, 
Vancouver and California. It was a major recovery for which we give thanks.

All Commanderies were able to meet their Christian obligations to help the sick and poor. 

The Holy Season this year will allow us to get together with our families and friends in most places. Once 
again, we will be able to share our happiness, blessings and the joy of the Season.

Dame Viviane and I extend our best wishes for a happy and healthy Christmas and New Year.

Yours in St. John

H.E. Conventual Bailiff Grand Commander Ian Rid, GCSJ, MMSJ & Bar

H E Conventual Bailiff Grand Counsellor Janet L. Miller,  GCSJ, MMSJ
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The following is an edited version of a profile written by the Stanford University 
School of Medicine of Chevalier Dean Winslow of The Western Military 
Commandery and Professor of Medicine at the Stanford University School of 
Medicine, dated July 20, 2021.

Dean Winslow leads national COVID-19 Testing and 
Diagnostics Working Group. 

A professor of medicine and former Air Force Colonel, Winslow 
temporarily relocated to Washington to head an interagency group 

Joining the State Guard
Winslow retired from the Air National Guard in 2015, but he came out of retirement in March 2020, joining 
the California State Guard to help with California’s COVID-19 response and train California Air National Guard 
members. After the CDC asked him to join the working group, the California State Guard put him on State 
active-duty orders and sent him to the working group.

“When I joined the working group in April, I was probably the oldest officer on active duty in the United 
States,” the 68-year-old Winslow said.  Winslow took a leave from Stanford to join the group and began 
leading the team in July.

The working group distributes testing resources, facilitates testing nationally, and tracks data from testing 
sites to know where the virus is infecting new communities and where new cases are occurring. “We’re also 
looking to make sure that we do a much, much better job in being prepared for the next pandemic,” Winslow 
said 

PROFILE

CHEVALIER DEAN WINSLOW, KGSJ

               responding to this pandemic and preparing for the next one. 

Last fall, Dean Winslow, MD, saw thenumbers everyone else saw: COVID-19 was killing nearly 2,000 
Americans and infecting as many as 180,000 more each day. But he responded like few people could. 

Winslow worked with state, federal and military leaders to get himself to Washington, D.C., where he now 
directs the COVID-19 Testing and Diagnostics Working Group (CDC), an 82-person, $46-billion interagency 
effort to track the virus and help steer the U.S. — and the world — out of the pandemic. 

“I feel very lucky at this relatively late point in my career to be part of this,” said Winslow, who joined Stanford 
as a professor of medicine and as a senior fellow at the Freeman Spogli Institute for International Studies in 
2013. “I had a wonderful 35 years in the military, and serving in this role almost feels like that, with the sense 
of purpose and camaraderie. And nobody’s shooting rockets at me.” 

In November, with infections surging before vaccines were available, he wrote to Anne Schuchat, MD, the 
principal deputy director of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention volunteering to serve. But c
creating an official job within the federal government would take months. 

Winslow couldn’t wait.
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A Different Virus 
Winslow and Dr. Anthony Fauchi, who is now chief medical 
adviser to President Joe Biden, are members of the last 
generation to train before the AIDS epidemic. The disease 
shaped both of their careers.  

Winslow launched the first HIV clinic in Delaware. 

For his part, Fauci in 1984 became the director of the 
National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases, a position 
he still holds, and oversaw much of the AIDS research for the 
country.

Winslow joined the Louisiana Air National Guard in 1980, 
became a flight surgeon, then served as the state air surgeon 

in the Delaware National Guard. In 2008 he served as the commander at a combat hospital in Baghdad. He 
deployed four times to Iraq and twice to Afghanistan after 9/11 as a flight surgeon supporting combat 
operations.

“From the bottom airman on the ladder to the airmen wearing stars on their collars, Dean showed no 
preferential treatment,” said retired Brig. Gen. Bruce Thompson, who was Winslow’s commanding officer and 
has known him for 30 years. “Dean oozes compassion.”

When Winslow saw Iraqi children who could not receive the medical care they needed in Iraq, he arranged 
for them to be flown to the U.S. where hospitals could provide treatment.

In 2008, Dean Winslow holds an injured Iraqi child 
he was able to send to Shriners Burn Center in

 Boston.

Anthony Fauci and Dean Winslow share a friend-
ship as well as a history of serving their country.

Julie Parsonnet

In 2015, Dean Winslow and Dr. Julie Parsonnet (his spouse) 
created the Eagle Fund, a charitable trust that helps victims of 
war around the world.

“His whole career is about stepping up to the plate when 
asked,” Parsonnet said. “And even when he’s not asked.”

Winslow expects to stay with the working group for a year, 
then return to Stanford. The experience is reminiscent of 
other adventures he’s had in the military, in the clinic and in 
academia, he said. He’s surrounded by smart and dedicated 
colleagues, working together for a cause greater than 
themselves.

“I’ve had so many wonderful experiences in my life,” Winslow 
said “I almost feel guilty for it.” It’s like I’ve had more fun than 
any five people should have.”

Jody Berger, Communications Manager , Center for International Security and  Cooperation, Stanford 
Univesity 
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Registrar General
As from January 1, 2022 Chevalier Kirk Hamilton will assume the role of Registrar 
General of the Order.  This is an important position ensuring the smooth 
administration of the Sovereign Order and being familiar with Constitution, Rules and 
operations of the Order.  He reports directly to the Grand Commander.
 
Chevalier Hamilton, KSJ, was invested into the Order in Vancouver in September 2021.  
With an Electrical Engineering Degree from McGill University and an MBA from the 
Rotman School of Business at the University of Toronto he has been the advisor to 

some of Canada’s major companies on the adaption of new technologies, and 
latterly as a CEO of a turnaround struggling technology company.
 
Chevalier Hamilton is an active member of his church both in Toronto and 
Vancouver.  He has been a sports coach volunteer and a volunteer coach to 
Canada’s Clean Technology entrepreneurs.
 
Chevalier Hamilton is married to Vice Commander Dame Heather 
Hamilton, DJSJ of the Vancouver Commandery.  Together they enjoy travel, 
nature and outdoor sports and being with their children and 8 grandchildren.
 
We welcome Chevalier Kirk Hamilton as Registrar General.
 
We also thank retiring Registrar General Dennis Magrega, KCSJ for his 

OBITUARIES

Chevalier Neville Ransley, KJSJ.  
Invested in the London, England Commandery. Chevalier Neville G. Ransley was born in 
Pawla on the Island of Malta shortly after the end of World War II.

After school he joined the Order of Jesuits and obtained his Masters Degree in 
Philosophy and Theology at the Gregorian University in Rome.  He subsequently 
emigrated to England in 1976 and obtained a Masters in Education at the London 
Institute of Education in 1978.  Leaving the Jesuits he taught at various schools and in 
1997 he became Principal at St. Dominic’s Sixth Form College in Harrow.

Outside education Neville joined the Roman Catholic men’s’ association, the Catenians, and also became a 
member of the Sovereign Order.

As a member of the London Commandery Chevalier Neville served for many years providing the 

Commander Martin taking her Oath 
of Office with Commandery Chap-

lain the Rev. 
Trevor Fisher, KCSJ 

APPOINTMENTS AND ELECTIONS

contributions to the position and covering some challenging projects during 
his tenure.
 
New Commander
Commander Deborah Martin,  DGSJ was elected Commander of the Okanagan Commandery in August.
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Dame Mary Merle Howard, DCSJ
Dame The Reverend Mary “Mimi” Merle Howard, DCSJ who passed away on 
October 17, 2021, was invested in the Sovereign Order in 2013; served on the Board of 
Trustees of The Palm Beaches Commandery as Assistant Treasurer, Secretary, Vice 
Commander and lastly Commander; chaired the Philanthropy and Membership 
Committees and coordinated the last two investiture church ceremonies as a member 
of the Investiture Committee.   

At the time of her passing, Dame Howard was serving as Deacon at St. Mark’s Episcopal 

Church. For 27 years prior to being ordained in 2003, she was an urban planner and environmental 
consultant, serving as President of multiple professional firms. She provided extraordinary leadership to 
various community, regional and national religious, health and women’s organizations including the 
Executive Women of The Palm Beaches, the National Ovarian Cancer Coalition, the Florida Keys Celtic 
Festival, the Episcopalian Diocese Committee on the Environment, Bishop’s Council on Human Sexuality, 
Episcopal Charities and the Commission on Ministry.  

A son, two grandchildren, brother, sister and several nieces and nephews survive her.  May Dame Howard 
rest in peace after a most gracious battle for several years with cancer.  

Dame Marie Ryan, DSJ 
Dame Marie E. Ryan, DSJ, passed away on October 16, 2021. She was invested in 
the Sovereign Order in November 2017, becoming an active member of the Palm 
Beach Commandery. She served on the Investiture Committee. Dame Ryan was 
a devout Catholic and member of St. Vincent Ferrer Catholic Church in Delray 
Beach. She was an active member of the St. Vincent Ferrer Care Ministry, and was 
Past President of the Parish’s Columbiettes. She loved traveling on pilgrimages to 
religious sites.  

Her greatest love was her four sons and three grandchildren. 

She will be remembered by all that knew her for her infectious smile, laugh and her willingness to help 
others. She will be deeply missed by all that knew her!

Commandery with his expertise and wise counsel.  He eventually became Commander and served the 
Commandery well.  His patience, and wisdom were key in the organising the Commandery finances,
interrupted by the death of the previous incumbent.

Neville was a much loved and respected member of the London Commandery and will be sorely missed by 
all who knew him.

Commander John Pettit, KJSJ.
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Editor:   Bailiff Emeritus David Petitpierre, GCSJ, CMSJ, MMSJ, 
Layout:  Alexandria Gordon-Collins

INTERNATIONAL OFFICE AS OF JANUARY 2022
6389 Stadium Road, Vancouver, BC V6T 1Z4 

Tel: 604-685-2141 Fax: 604-685-2142 
Email: registrar@sosjinternational.org 

www.sosjinternational.org

We wish all our Members 
and their families a
 Merry Christmas

 And
 Best Wishes for a 

happy and safe New Year
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(Until January 1, 2022) 
#500 - 666 Burrard St., Vancouver, BC V6C 3P6 
Tel: 604-685-2141 Fax: 604-685-2142 
Email: registrar@sosjinternational.org 
www.sosjinternational.org 

Address after January 1, 2022 
6389 Stadium Road, Vancouver, BC V6T 1Z4 
Tel: 604-685-2141 Fax: 604-685-2142 
Email: registrar@sosjinternational.org 
www.sosjinternational.org


