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Season’s Greetings to all our members. As we move into the 
holiday season I would like to congratulate and thank our 
Knights and Dames who continue to give huge blocks of time 
in order to serve the sick and the poor in Christ. As 2018 draws 
to a close, there are many charities that benefited this year. 
You can all be very proud of your accomplishments. 

Our recent Investitures have been in Vancouver, B.C., 
Victoria B.C. and the latest Investitures were on November 17th 
in London and then in Budapest the following weekend for their 
Investiture on November 24th.  Grand Hospitaller May Storrie, 
Grand Commander Ian and Dame Viviane Reid, Prior Peter 
Murrell and Dame Lynda-May and Chevalier Jens Vexo also 
attended both of these events.

I also want to inform you about the upcoming events and 
Investitures for 2019.
San Francisco Investiture April 27 - 28
Vancouver Commandery Investiture June 7- 8
Commandery of the Sierras Investiture June 21- 22
Priory of Brittany Feast of St. John June 21- 22
Glasgow Commandery Investiture August 23 - 24
Priory of Finland, Tampere August 30 - 31
Victoria Investiture October 18 -19 (pending approval)
Commandery of The Palm Beaches Investiture November 8 - 9

Please consider attending one or more of these events. It will 
increase your understanding of our Sovereign Order as well as 

A MESSAGE FROM THE GRAND MASTER

give you the opportunity to meet many similar minded members, as well as raising money for charity and 
having fun.

We thrive because of our hard work, creativity and dedication. I wish you all a joyous New Year and I look 
forward to working with you in 2019. Happy Holidays.

Grand Master William D. Stein, GCSJ, MMSJ

 

Grand Master William Stein 
with Dame Suzanne Stein
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COMMANDERY NEWS

ST. JOSEPH COMMANDERY

The St. Joseph Commandery in California has enjoyed a very successful year, full of events which 
included:

.   The annual Summer Garden Party with the theme of “Under the Tuscan Sun” attended by over
    220 members and guests enjoying a magnificent meal and wonderful live Italian opera music
.   The annual Golf Tournament fundraiser
.   Three social events hosted by members and their families

The Summer Garden Party and Golf Tournament and donations raised over $250,000 enabling the 
Commandery to pay all its charitable commitments.
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THE ONTARIO COMMANDERY

September was a busy month for the Ontario Commandery. On September 28th we welcomed SOSJ 
members from the Vancouver Commandery with a guided tour of the Ottawa Mission Dianne 
Robertson Hospice – currently the only hospice in Canada providing hospice care to homeless 
individuals. Their 21-bed hospice receives almost no government funding and operates through 
donations from the public. Following the tour, SOSJ Ontario donated $10,000 to purchase critically 
needed hospice equipment.

Commander Christopher Citti KGSJ
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The following day, September 29th, the Commandery hosted the 2nd Annual Fun Run/Walk for 
Palliative and Hospice care in Ottawa! Thanks to the outstanding organizational skills of Dame 
Melanie Rock, the second year saw a doubling of participation and a 300% increase in donations to 
the Commandery. In addition, participants paid a registration fee to cover race costs allowing the 
Commandery to commit all of the funds raised to charity!

The run was followed by a barbeque hosted by Commander Daryl and Dame Melanie Rock where 
participants met several of the Commandery members and learned more about the history and 
mission of the SOSJ.  Next year we look forward to having many more participants, including any 
members of the SOSJ who wish to join us and enjoy the beautiful Fall colours of Ottawa in 
September 2019!

Commander Daryl Rock, KCSJ
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THE OKANAGAN COMMANDERY
ART & WINE:  BECAUSE YOU CARE FUNDRAISER

On November 2, 2018 the Okanagan Commandery held its first-ever fundraising event in Kelowna, at 
Sandhill Winery.  The fundraiser was spearheaded by our own professional artist, Dame Debra 
Martin, with lots of help from our small group.  Dame Martin and her team gathered around 100 
pieces of original art from local artists and the community for this event.  Of 136 people in 
attendance, 71 of them were art ticket holders, who were given a “lottery” ticket, and when their 
number was called, they had less than 30 seconds to pick a piece of art from the displays.  It was a 
fun, fast event, and generated a lot of excitement in the room! 

In addition to the lottery, there were numerous art pieces for the silent auction, Dame Kathy 
Kriitmaa’s “treasure chest” which raised $500, and 3 live auction items: a John Reville landscape 
painting, a Justin Kellar painting of Ghandi, and a “Wall of Wine”: 100 bottles of wine chosen from 
Chevalier Harry McWatters’ cellar and a selection of wines & fruit wines entered in the 2018 Pacific 
NorthWest Wine Competition.  The MCs, Dame Angela Brown and Chevalier McWatters kept the 
action moving, and got the crowd to bid up auction items.  We were joined by Commander Daryl 
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Rock and Dame Melanie Rock from the Ottawa Commandery.

A team of Okanagan College culinary students led by two instructors 
provided the delicious food stations.  We received generous donations 
from Valley First Credit Union and Sandhill Winery.

The beneficiary of this fundraiser is JoeAnna’s House, which will be built 
next to the Kelowna General Hospital. Every year, thousands of families 
from across British Columbia must travel from their homes so a loved one 
can receive life-saving care at the hospital. Research shows 
patients heal better when surrounded by their loved ones: they get 
better when together.  JoeAnna’s House will provide accommodation 
for the patients’ families. The Foundation is raising $8 million to build and 
operate JoeAnna’s House, a home-away-from-home to keep 
families together when they need it most. 

The Okanagan Commandery has committed $50,000 to build and 
sponsor the meeting room in JoeAnna’s House. With previous 
fundraising efforts and this event, plus the matching funds committed by 
one of our generous members, we have reached our fundraising goal 
for this project!

The Art & Wine event was so successful, we are hoping to duplicate it 
in the spring of 2019 at Chevalier McWatters’and Dame Lisa Lalonde’s 
TIME Winery in Penticton, British Columbia.  Our next commitment is for 
$80,000 to build a kitchen to replace the old one at Moog & Friends 
Hospice House in Penticton.  If you would like to jump-start our 
fundraising efforts, please email lisa@timewerx.com for more 
information.  Thank you all for your support!

Dame Lisa Lalonde, DSJ
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THE PALM BEACHES COMMANDERY

The SOSJ Palm Beach Commandery has been very active with fundraising events this fall. All were 
planned to have fun and raise funds for the Belle Glade Project, a project to build a new 
development center for children in impoverished Belle Glade, Florida.

In September, a Commander’s luncheon Birthday Celebration was held in honor of Commander Toni 
Mastrullo’s 70th birthday, which raised $2,780 for the project.

October was a very busy month, with a VIP Belle Glade Tour and a High Tea at the Chesterfield 
Hotel.  

A tour of Belle Glade took 50 guests to discover Belle Glade approximately 45 miles west of West 
Palm Beach. Guests learned about the agricultural communities during the ride there. In Belle Glade 
they toured the 1940s building used for after-school activities and summer programs at the First 
Haitian Baptist Church Youth & Children Development Center. Students were in each classroom 
describing their activities.  Guests were able to see first-hand how small the rooms were and how 
dilapidated the building. They also saw plans for the new development center.  Approximately 
$2,668 was raised that Saturday morning.      
                    
SOSJ members, Judi and Andy Miller celebrated their 45th anniversary with a High Tea. Their family 
and friends were joined by many SOSJ members. The Sunday afternoon event raised $8,011 for the 
Belle Glade Project. 

In November, friends of the Commandery, Lisa Swift and Richard Day hosted a ‘Give Thanks Party’ in 
their lovely Palm Beach home to honor the volunteers of several organizations. A live auction of 
photographs taken by the Sacred Heart School students raised $2,085 for the Belle Glade Project.

There are two events planned for December. Please go to sosjpb.org for details. Since April 2018, 
when we began the Belle Glade Project to build a development center for the children of Belle 
Glade, we have raised $132,821. The First Haitian Baptist Church has raised $50,000 for a total of 
$183,000 to date.We are on track to meet our first-year April 2019 annual goal of $225,000. We are 
currently working on our next Challenge Match of $25,000. We are over $15,000. 
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Dame Elaine Meier, DSJ
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The Vancouver Commandery recently participated in opening ceremonies at the “Every Day 
Counts” building that is now part of the Vancouver North Shore Hospice.  Our Commandery 
contributed $150,000 to the building of this facility.

The Palliative Outpatient Clinic provides access to a team of palliative care specialists including 
physicians, nurses, counsellors, therapists and pharmacists who help enhance the quality of life to 
needy patients through physical, practical and emotional support. 

We were extremely impressed with the centre and the inevitable fine care and comfort patients will 
receive.

This financial support is a continuation of the Vancouver Commanderey’s members’ committed 
support of palliative care to communities in Vancouver and throughout British Columbia helping the 
Lord’s sick and poor.

Wishing all of our brothers and sisters in St John a wonderful and Merry Christmas.

Commander Judith Trowbridge, DGSJ

Prior Anne Rowland, Bailiff and Grand Prior 
Richard Earthy and Chevalier Don Foster

VANCOUVER COMMANDERY DONATION
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The Victoria Commandery Investiture weekend took place on October 12th and 13th.  At the 
pre-Investiture Reception the Commandery was presented with the flag of the Grand Priory of 
Canada by a special personal gift of Chevalier Sir John Cave-Brown-Cave, Bt, KJSJ.

The six Aspirants were introduced at the Aspirants’ breakfast on Saturday morning, which was also 
addressed by the Grand Master and other members of the Sovereign Order’s leadership.

The Investiture Service took place in the impressive Christ Church Cathedral presided over by 
Grand Master William Stein, GCSJ, MMSJ and conducted by Chevalier The Reverend Ian Powell, KJSJ.  
During the Service 15 Knights and Dames were promoted – a testimonial to the increased level of 
member involvement that is taking place within our Commandery.

Once again the Allocution was read with meaning by Dame The Honourable Mary Collins, PC, DJSJ.  
The Service was enhanced by the beautiful music of Canon Michael Gormley and the Cathedral 
choir.  The Service concluded with a performance of the stirring Highland Cathedral and other 
Scottish standards performed by the Greater Victoria Police Pipe Band.

The Investiture was followed by a reception, dinner and dance.  Included in the evening were well 
supported silent and live auctions, which raised about $28,000.  During the dinner the Victoria 
Hospice presented a video on the progress of the hospice pilot project, which the Commandery is 
funding.

Our thanks are due to Chevalier William Macnamara, OMM, CD, KCSJ and his team for organizing 
the Investiture and to our Social Chair Dame Shannon Baillie DSJ and her team, who so well orga-
nized all the other events over the weekend.
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RECENT INVESTITURES

VICTORIA COMMANDERY

Commander Stewart Johnston, KJSJ
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The venue for the weekend of November 23rd and 24th was in Budapest overlooking the Danube 
River.  The event started with the Aspirants dinner when each Aspirant spoke about their impressive 
professional careers, their work in the community and their intentions for involvement in the 
Commandery. Throughout the evening videos were shown of previous Investitures evoking many 
great memories and friendships of members past and present.

On Saturday morning, after a visit to a diamond exhibition, lunch was held at one of Budapest’s most 
famous strudel restaurants. 

On Saturday afternoon, in the lovely St. John Hospital Church, H.M.E.H. Grand Master William Stein 
invested 5 Knights and 3 Dames, awarded  Certificates of Merit to Chevalier Dr. Komáromi Zoltán and 
Chevalier Barna Ferenc for their dedicated support of the Commandery of Hungary, and promoted 
Dame Commander Pandur Eva and Chevalier Dr. Péter Lehoczky to Dame and Knight Commander 
of Grace respectively for maintaining and encouraging growth within the Commandery.

On Saturday evening the Gala Dinner began with the presentations to the Aspirants and those 
receiving awards and promotions. Grand Hospitaller, May Storrie was made an honorary member of 
the Commandery for her support.

After dinner, the members danced the night away with everyone mingling and creating an 
atmosphere of fun. Many lasting friendships were formed and the evening concluded with a 
rendition of Auld Lang Syne.

On Sunday, following a visit to the beautiful and impressive Parliament building, everyone came 
together again for a short lunch sail on the Danube and to say au revoir, not goodbye, to our Brothers 
and Sisters in Hungary, till we meet again.

COMMANDERY OF HUNGARY
INVESTITURE

H.E. Conventual Bailiff, Grand Hospitaller May Storrie, CBE, GCSJ, MMSJ
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COMMANDERY OF LONDON INVESTITURE

Four Asperents were invested into the Sovereign Order at the Investiture held in London, England on  
November 17th.  A full report on the investiture weekend will be in the Spring issue of the International 
Newsletter

FORTHCOMING EVENTS

2019

December 13     St. Joseph Commandery Christmas Party
January 25      Glasgow Commandery Burns Supper and Ceilidh
April 27 – 28      Priories of Western United States and San Francisco Area Investiture
June 7 – 8      Commandery of Vancouver Investiture
June 21 - 22      Commandery of the Sierras Investiture
June 22 - 23      Priory of Brittany Annual Retreat
August 23 - 24    Commandery of Glasgow Investiture
August 30 - 31    Priory of Finland, Tampere
October 11 - 12  Commandery of Cleveland Investiture
October 18 - 19  Commandery of Victoria Investiture
November 8 - 9  Commandery of The Palm Beaches Investiture   

2020

September 14 to 20.  Sovereign Council Meeting.  Vancouver.
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