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CHRISTMAS LETTER
1 December 2017
		
Dear Knights and Dames in The Sovereign Order of St. John of Jerusalem, Knights Hospitaller:
As Members of our Sovereign Order of St. John of Jerusalem, we come once again to the
time of year that is particularly special to Christians everywhere. Despite our busy lives amidst
an increasingly busy and complex world, we celebrate the birth of our Savior Jesus Christ. In
doing so, we reflect on the progress we have achieved, revel in the blessings and peace we
share as Christians, and respond to the needs of those around us who need our help.
More and more humans are becoming disenfranchised by the complexities and horrors of
war, hunger, and poverty. As the world gets even more complex and busy, those humans
affected in our society need our help even more.
As an Order, we have much of which to be proud in the ongoing efforts of time, energy, and
resources in fulfilling our unifying Mission to serve the Sick and Poor in Christ. While we have
done much, there remains much more that still needs to be done to continue fulfilling our
role. We eagerly anticipate working with all elements of the Sovereign Order as we pursue
the responsibilities of Service to so many less fortunate who need our help.
2017 has been another very busy year for our Order. We have experienced significant
growth in membership with nine Investitures and significant headcount increases, particularly
in The Americas, Finland, and Scotland with Knights and Dames who share our values and
motivation to serve our Mission. The persons and charities we serve have continued to grow
in size and scope as well. The effort of each of you in carrying out these projects is greatly
appreciated and reflective of why we were each invited to join and serve as a Knight or
Dame in the Sovereign Order of St. John.
2018 will be another significant and busy year with the upcoming Sovereign Council Meeting
in Tampere Finland in 28 June – 4 July. I encourage as many of you as possible plan to
attend. You will see old friends, make new ones, and increase your understanding of how
the business of the Order is conducted.
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On behalf of the Council of Regents, I wish each of you and your families a Merry Christmas as
well as a Happy and Healthy New Year. Pro Fide, Pro Utilitate, Hominum.
Yours in St. John
Lawrence Owen Brown, Chairman
Council of Regents

NEWS FROM AROUND PRIORIES AND COMMANDERIES
PRIORY OF SCOTLAND. GLASGOW INVESTITURE

In August the Commandery of Glasgow held four days of events surrounding their Investiture.
Bailiff May Storrie entertained the out of town Knights, Dames and guests from across Europe
and North America to a lovely dinner in her home accompanied by musical entertainment.
On the following day over 100 members and guests attended the world-famous Edinburgh
Military Tattoo.
On Saturday the Investiture was held in St. Mary’s Cathedral in Glasgow, which was Presided
over by Conventual Bailiff Grand Marshal William Stein. 10 new members were invested into
the Sovereign Order. There were two promotions and the Medal of Merit was awarded to
Deputy Grand Prior Thomas Pälviranta of the Priory of St. Henrik in Finland, by Conventual Bailiff
Grand Commander Owen Brown.
Following the Investiture over 100 members and guests enjoyed a wonderful dinner and dance
On Sunday members and guests enjoyed a cruise on Loch Lomond and a tour of the
Glengoyne Whiskey Distillery.
Commander Ruth Chappell Fleming, DGSJ
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HIGHLAND TOUR
On the Monday following the Investiture weekend 39 members and guests from Canada,
USA, Germany, England and Scotland departed for a wonderful week’s visit to many parts
of Scotland including up the west coast to Oban and taking two ferries to the Isle of Mull and
on to Iona, the cradle of Christianity in Scotland and where St.Columba built a monastery
and where many Scottish kings are buried in the Abbey.
Moving further north to Fort William, visiting a distillery and Eilean Donan Castle and on to the
Isle of Skye.
Back on the mainland the group travelled by train back to Fort William passing historical
spots. And on to Loch Ness, where Nessie the Monster did not appear, and on to Inverness
and Culloden Moor site of the infamous battle.
A highlight was the day spent, in glorious weather, at the annual Braemar Highland Games
in the presence of Queen Elizabeth II. The Games included marching bands of pipers and
drummers and highland games.
As usual with these post-investiture trips many friendships were made during a very full tour of
the highlands of Scotland in generally excellent weather.
Prior Alan McCulloch, KJSJ.
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COMMANDERY OF VICTORIA, CANADA.
INVESTITURE
The 2017 Victoria Investiture weekend took place October 20th and 21st. The weekend started
with a cocktail party at the lovely home of Chevalier E. Nicholas Gudewill, KJSJ and Ms. Waan
Bunsri. The guests were made to feel very welcome and their beautiful home was abuzz with
conversation and cheer.
The following morning the eight Aspirants to be invested, senior officers of the Sovereign Order,
and sponsors of the Aspirants met for breakfast at the Union Club of British Columbia where
introductions were made and the history and structure of the Sovereign Order was explained.
We were honoured to have H E Conventual Bailiff Grand Counsellor David J.R. Petitpierre GCSJ,
H E Bailiff Grand Prior Suzanne Turner GCSJ, and H E Bailiff Prior Richard D. Earthy GCSJ with us to
address the group.
The Investiture Service was held at Christ Church Cathedral and was presided over by H E
Conventual Bailiff Grand Counsellor David J.R. Petitpierre GCSJ and Chevalier The Reverend Ian
Powell KJSJ both of whom put all in attendance at ease and kept proceedings on schedule.
One again, a highlight of the Investiture service was the lively reading of the Allocution by Dame
The Honourable Mary Collins, PC, DCSJ, who imagined that she was reading a story to her
grandson. Those in attendance were spellbound throughout the recitation.
All eight new members of the Order have excellent credentials and we are honoured to include
them in our Commandery.
The service was enhanced with the beautiful music of Canon Michael Gormley and the Christ
Church Cathedral Choir and concluded with a performance of Ode to Joy and the stirring
Highland Cathedral performed by The Greater Victoria Police Pipe Band.
Following the Service the group enjoyed cocktails, dinner and dancing at the Union Club of
British Columbia. An excellent selection of silent auction items were auctioned off. We set an
attendance record for the Victoria Commandery with 104 attendees from Victoria, Vancouver,
Okanagan Valley, Florida, Nevada, and California. All in all it was a successful and memorable
weekend. My sincere thanks to all who participated and made this such a lovely occasion.
Commander Stewart Johnston, KCSJ
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COMMANDERY OF VICTORIA CHARITABLE ACTIVITIES
The Commandery has been very active in its charitable work of helping the sick and poor in
Christ in a number of ways.
The Commandery supports a 5-year $50,000 per year commitment to a Victoria Hospice
Society programme called “Closer to Community Counselling” which supports two outreach
workers dealing with end-of-life issues amongst the sick and poor. Funds for this project
came from a number of Commandery sources: live and silent auctions at our Investitures,
donations by Members, and a very successful Art Drive for Hospice.
As a gesture to reach directly into the community, Members served breakfast to the clients
of “Our Place”, a large and extensive community service facility which aids homeless,
mentally and physically challenged, and impoverished people in the inner city area.
A request for funding for the purchase of $5,200 patient lift for Broadmead Senior Care
Residence was met by the Members of the Victoria Commandery.
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GRAND PRIORY OF ST. HENRIK, FINLAND. INVESTITURE
The Grand Priory held an Investiture and dinner in Hattula, western Finland on September 2,
2017. Five aspirants were invested into the Sovereign Order.
Some 66 people attended including Grand Commander Owen Brown, GCSJ, CMSJ, MMSJ,
Grand Marshal William Stein, GCSJ, and his wife Dame Suzanne Stein, DCSJ from the USA
and Bailiff May Storrie, CBE, GCSJ, MMSJ of Scotland.
During the dinner, former Grand Prior Markku Salmenphoja was presented with the Medal of
Merit by Grand Commander Brown.

Aspirants at the Investiture at Hattula

Sovereign Order Members at the
Hattula Investiture

Left to right. Grand Prior Emeritus
Markku Salmenpohja, MMSJ, Lady
Hanna Salmenpohja, Chancellor Esko
Vainio, Dame Liisa Vainio

Chancellor Esko Vainio, KGSJ

GRAND PRIORY OF DACIA, DENMARK. INVESTITURE
On October 28 the Priory of Dacia in Denmark held its investiture in Sct. Bendts Church, in the
small town of Ringsted, approximately an hour’s drive south-west of Copenhagen.
Members and guests from Norway, Sweden, Scotland, Germany, Canada and England
came to the Investiture as did representatives of other European Orders.
Two Dames were promoted and two new Knights were invested—one each from Denmark
and Norway. The Danish Investiture followed ancient traditions including lighting of candles
for the new members. A further candle will be lit upon the death of each member.
The investiture was followed by a banquet with a number of speeches.

Grand Prior Per Østergaard, KJSJ
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COMMANDERY OF THE PALM BEACHES, USA. INVESTITURE
The Commandery of the Palm Beaches in Florida celebrated a big Investiture on November
4 with 15 local Aspirants and one Aspirant from Washington DC being invested.
The Commandery was honoured to host fellow members from the Commanderies of St.
Joseph, Nicaragua, San Francisco, The Sierras, Vancouver, Victoria and
Washington DC. All in all 78 Sovereign Order members processed at the Investiture.
The Grand Commander and the Grand Marshal helped preside at the ceremonies including
presenting the Medal of Merit to Harlene and Murray Zweig whose “In Jacobs Shoes” have
distributed over 100,000 pairs of shoes to needy children through charities supported by the
Commandery.

OBITUARY
Commander Anselmo Sarchi, KJSJ
We are very saddened to report the death, on 27th October, of Commander Anselmo
Sarchi, Commander of the Italian Commandery in Formation.
Commander Sarchi was born in Isoverde, Italy on 7th. January 1968. He was Invested into
the Sovereign Order in September, 2002 and promoted to Commander in 2013.
Commander Sarchi, served in the Alpine Corps of the Italian military and retired as an
Honorary Colonel. He was also a doctor of Political Science, art historian, historian and
author.
He wrote a number of books including “The Order of
Malta in International Law” and “Order of Saint John, Russian
Grand Priory.”
Dr. Sarchi was keenly interested in humanity and promoting
the Sovereign Order. He was a devout Christian and was
to have been ordained a Priest in the Orthodox Church this
December.
Bailiff Grand Prior Martin Marschner von Helmreich
extinguished the flame of Anselmo Sarchi’s candle at the
Dacia Investiture on 28th October, the day following his
death. This was in accordance with the traditions described
in the Dacia Investiture report above.
We extend our sincere condolences to Commander Sarchi’s
Mother, his sole surviving relative.
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SOCIAL EVENTS IN FINLAND.
The following information on the venues for the social events have ben submitted by Deputy
Grand Prior Thomas Pälviranta, KJSJ, MMSJ
Welcome Reception at the Comedy Theatre on Friday, 29th June.
The former industrial building was bought by honorary Commander Eskio Raipia, who turned
it into a theatre. A light buffet and a musical program and presentation at the theatre.
Town Hall Reception. Saturday, 30th June.
This more than an 100 year old building contains a large number of paintings by famous
Finnish and foreign painters. The Mayor of Tampere will entertain us at a cocktail reception.

Visit to Mantta. Sunday, July 1st. July
A former industrial paper industrial town has been converted by the Serlachius into an artistic
town with two museums containing wonderful collections of paintings by Finnish and foreign
artists. There will be guided tours of both museums.
Buffet Dinner at Private Residence. Monday, 2nd. July
Jouko Rita, the former Commander of the southern Finland Commandery has invited us to
a light buffet and a musical program and presentation at the theatre. The home contains a
large art gallery of paintings and other art work.
We wish all Members and their families a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.
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