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INTERNATIONAL NEWSLETTER.  APRIL 2022

SOVEREIGN COUNCIL MEETINGS AND EVENTS (SCM)
6 MONTH COUNTDOWN FOR SCM 2022

Countdown Clocks are funny things.  While there is great enthusiasm that the event is nearing (September 12 – 18), it 
is combined with the knowledge that time is running out.

Last month, the registration process for SCM 2022 officially opened and the excitement is building with 111 registered 
so far from the U.S., Canada, England, Scotland, Finland, France and Australia. 

There will be lots to do and see as the Vancouver Commandery puts on its finest in terms of organizing a myriad of 
events.  Here’s a sampling of what you’ll experience in Vancouver before, during and after the SCM.

Tours and trips:

Victoria: The ferry ride from Vancouver to Victoria is an adventure in and of itself as your vessel travels through narrow 
passages and past lush forested islands.   Marine wildlife – such as whales, dolphins, seals and sea lions – are often 
spotted during this two-hour journey. After your tour of the quaint and scenic City of Victoria and the famous Buchart 
Gardens, you can board the Ferry or take a float plane back to Vancouver.

Vancouver: You’ll be staying in the heart of the city at the Pan Pacific Hotel, but a bus tour will make sure you see 
attractions such as historic Gastown, the Granville Island market, the University of British Columbia Museum of 
Anthropology as well as Stanley Park and the historic totem poles.

Bard on the Beach: Western Canada’s largest professional Shakespeare festival, Bard on the Beach has the sparkling 
waters of Vancouver’s waterfront and the majestic North Shore Mountains as its backdrop.  The Founding Artistic 
Director (and often times actor and emcee) is Chevalier Christopher Gaze.
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Royal Vancouver Yacht Club: Enjoy a delightful buffet dinner in this private club that is also situated right on the 
waterfront. You’ll be able to watch the sun setting over the nearby mountain range while various marine vessels 
pass by.

Grizzly Bears, Art Galleries, Museums, Shopping & More – Not 
on the official SCM program, but if you want to explore on 
your own and have time: 20 minutes from downtown 
Vancouver, board the Grouse Mountain gondola and enjoy 
the bird’s eye view of Vancouver.  Here you can visit close up 
two (now fully grown) grizzly bear cubs the Mountain rescued 
a few years ago. Back in the city, check out famed Haida Artist 
Bill Reid’s museum.  More info is simply a click away by going 
to www.sosjinternational.org to link directly to the Tourism 
Vancouver website. 

Sept. 15, 16 &17: On Thursday and Friday, attend the Sovereign Council Meetings, a welcoming reception and 
introduction of Aspirants. Saturday is the Investiture Service at Christ Church Cathedral. The day is topped off with a 
Gala Dinner in the famed Pan Pacific Hotel Crystal Ballroom. 

And afterwards: Two spectacular travel opportunities.  Experience incredible scenery and wildlife as the Rocky 
Mountaineer train journey takes you from Vancouver to the heart of Alberta’s Rocky Mountains. Or, head north to 
Alaska aboard the luxurious Royal Caribbean “Serenade of the Seas” for a seven-night cruise with return to Vancouver

All on the web: To register for SCM 2022 or see full details of the program and the pricing – go to the SOSJ 
International website at sosjinternational.org or email admin@sosjvancouver.org.

See you in September. 
Vi haaber at se dig i September! 

On se voit en septembre! 
Nähdään syyskuussa! 

Találkozunk majd Szeptemberben!

Dame Diana Barkley, DGSJ.  Member of the SCM Planning Team

COMMANDERY REPORTS

London Commandery, England

Like many others around the world the London 
Commandery has been heavily impacted by the Covid-19 
pandemic. Despite this, we have continued to keep in touch 
with our members, and have also maintained our tradition of 
helping the Lord’s sick and poor. 

At present we are looking to having a joint Investiture later 
this year which it is hoped will be hosted by Glasgow 

Commandery in Glasgow. At present no firm details are to hand due to Covid. Our association with the Glasgow 
Commandery continues as always. Our series of Virtual Cocktail Parties have been popular with a section of our 
members who enjoy this way of keeping in touch.
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Regarding charitable funding, the core activity of the London Commandery, we have made two £1,000 charitable 
donations this past 12 months, one to Parkinson’s Disease charity, Parkinsons UK in memory of our former 
Commandery treasurer Chevalier Gerard Irwin, and another to Compliments of the House, a London based charity 
providing food banks in the capital. Our Charity Fund currently has a balance of over £15,000, made up of
subscriptions and donations by members. We are currently investigating which charities should benefit from this 
largesse. It is our intention to find a main charity with whom we could establish a close working relationship. This 
would hopefully bring our identity to the fore and assist the Commandery in finding new members, as well as helping 
raise more charitable funds.

We are looking forward to coming out of the Covid pandemic, when we can at last return to something like our 
previous activities. We wish to put the “fun” back into fundraising. 

Commander John C Pettit, KJSJ
January 2022 

Glasgow Commandery, Scotland

• Staying with the self-distancing protocols of recent times, the Glasgow Commandery held a virtual Saint Andrew’s 
day celebration on November 27th. The format of this was a simple programme of Scottish songs and prayers’ 
which very much tied in with this year’s Glasgow Commandery Burns celebration which was held on Saturday 

• Eddy McGuire the Scottish composer and flautist played Burns’ song 
“Winter has Ended “ to which he appended a traditional Scottish jig.  

• After Eddy, Sophie Rocks the acclaimed harpist gave us a beautiful 
rendition of “My Love is Like a Red Red Rose” a theme which was 
taken up and carried forward convincingly and melodiously by Scot-
land’s Phoenix Choir,  

• Then in a tour de force finale, Horse McDonald a local singer friend 
who has performed with stars of the calibre of Tina Turner and Joan 
Armatrading, closed this event for us with a soulful and tear jerking 
rendition of “Burns’ Ae Fond Kiss”.  For those of you who may not know Horse, check her out on You Tube.   

Although virtual events are practical in these difficult times, our Commandery hopes to be back in the real world in 
the not too distant future whilst working towards an Investiture in late 2022. 

H. E. Bailiff and Commander Ruth Chappell Fleming , GCSJ

Victoria Commandery - First in Person Town Hall Meeting in Two Years!

Two years in waiting, because of the pandemic, Victoria was excited to hold an in person town hall meeting on March 
24, 2022.  Forty Knights, Dames and Aspirants attended the Chateau Victoria Hotel for a jam-packed event.  Prior 
Deedrie Ballard opened the meeting casting blessings of gratitude with an opening prayer. H.E. Bailiff Grand Prior 
Stewart Johnston addressed the group sharing his experiences attending past Sovereign Council meeting in other 
countries.  He encouraged members to register for the upcoming meeting and social events in Vancouver in Sept of 
this year.

Commander Bob Plecas followed by giving an update on the work undertaken by the Commandery Council and 
various committees…and there is much going on!  A review of last years granting budget, present and future 
opportunities wet the appetite.  The Hospitaller, Dame Virginia MacCarthy, led a campaign this February to collect 40 
sweat suits for marginalized youth at the Youth Empowerment Society.  The Investiture Committee, chaired by 
Marshal Marty Schubert, has been working hard to deliver a beautiful service on April 23rd officiated by GRAND 
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MASTER H.M.E.H. Bailiff William D. Stein, GCSJ, CMSJ, MMSJ and an entertaining Gala.  Event Chair Dame Hazel 
Braithwaite confirms 100 registrations for the Gala, sprinkled with out of town guests, including a contingency from 
the Okanagan Commandery.

The Strategic Planning Working Group chaired by Dame Maria Dominelli, delivered the key components of its work to 
date for the participants’ input.  Facilitated by Gordon Gunn, the presentation received feedback on Mission, Vision, 
Values, Strategic Direction, and a draft Action Plan.  A survey is planned to incorporate further input to a final draft 
which will be presented in May/June.

Almoner Shannon Baillie presented work underway to support those living in poverty and with illness with two 
popular key programs:  the Small Grants Program and Seniors Christmas Support Program which both received 
budget increases unanimously by those present.  A total of $80K was approved for these programs for 2022, up from 
$56k in 2021.  The Victoria Commandery looks forward to continue formulating additional plans to further the goals of 
the Sovereign Order in 2022 and beyond.

The meeting was adjourned to a lovely dinner on the 18th floor of Chateau Victoria with amazing vistas of the city and 
good fellowship enjoyed by all.

Submitted by:  Dame Maria Dominelli Apr 4, 2022

Victoria Commandery at Spring Town Hall Meeting

Chevalier Gordon Gunn, Facilitator H.E. Bailiff Grand Prior Stewart Johnston Commander Bob Plecas

Hospitaller Virginia MacCarthy led the campaign to 
deliver sweat suits to Youth Empowerment Society.
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MEMBER NEWS

Chevalier Dean Winslow, KGSJ
Chevalier Dean Winslow, a member of the Western Military Commandery, was 
featured in a story in the Washington Post of February 24, 2022.  The story relat-
ed to a town hall meeting describing the establishment of a temporary 
processing center for Afghan refugees in a neighbourhood in Virginia.  Many 
local residents expressed concerns as a threat to their quality of life.

The newspaper reported that Chevalier Winslow “delivered an impassioned 
speech about the U.S. commitment to take care of Afghans, who in many cases 
helped save American lives. ‘The mission is so important’ he told the crowd. 
‘These people are good people, and it means so much to all of us who served 
that we do the right things as Americans.’ He drew a standing ovation.”

Dean Winslow was profiled in the Christmas Sovereign Order International 
newsletter.  He is a Stanford University medical professor, who has helped the 

President Biden administration with its pandemic response, including vaccinating Afghan evacuees.   He has served six 
tours in Afghanistan and Iraq as a reserve Air Force Colonel

Commander William Musgrave, KCSJ.  Western Military Commandery

GRAND HOSPITALLER APPOINTMENT

Conventual Bailiff Tuomo (Thomas) Pälviranta, GCSJ, MMSJ and Bar

Grand Master Wiliam Stein has announced the appointment of Bailiff Tuomo 
(Thomas) Pälviranta as Grand Hospitaller.

Bailiff Pälviranta was invested in 2011 into the Grand Priory of St. Henrik, Finland. 
He has risen through the ranks of the Grand Priory and was Chancellor and Vice 
Grand Prior of St. Henrik in 2015 – 2016. He was appointed a Bailiff in 2018.
He is fluent in Finnish, French, German, English and Swedish and conversational in 
Italian and Spanish.

In addition to a successful business career and active member of the Tampere 
Chamber of Commerce, Thomas Pälviranta has numerous outside interests 
including sailing (former Commodore of the 1,000 member Näsijärvi Yacht Club); 
golf (past President of the 1,300 member Lakeside Golf Club and member of the 
Finnish Golf Association’s national government); cross country skiing; numismatics; 
genealogy; Freemasonry and a Ham radio operator.
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OBITUARIES

We commend the souls of our beloved Dames and Knights of our Sovereign Order into the hands of a faithful 
Creator and loving Saviour in the fellowship of the Saints of God.

Prior Emeritus Clifford Donald Allen Jr., KCJSJ
Prior Emeritus Don Allen was invested into the St. Joseph Commandery in 1998.

Don Allen was actively involved with Bailiff Emeritus Grand Commander Emeritus Owen 
Brown and Bailiff Emeritus, Grand Prior Emeritus Glen McLaughlin in recruiting members 
into the St. Joseph Commandry in the early days and was a very generous person to the 
Sovereign Order.  He served as Prior of the Western United States.

In addition to a lifelong career in banking, Don was extremely active in his communities 
including as a Rotarian for over 50 years, active in the Boy Scouts of America, a Mason for 
over 50 years and serving on the boards of many Silicon Valley non-profit organizations.

He was a generous financial supporter of many organizations, including the Soveriegn Order,  and a successful 
fundraiser.  He also had many other interests.  Witty, warm and loving and a strong family man he believed that hard 
work and life-long learning were twin pillars of a successful life.

We extend our condolences to his wife, Dame Sara Allen, DCSJ and his extended family.

Senator Peter Hebb, KCJSJ.
Senator Peter Hebb was invested into the Vancouver Commandery in 2003.

In the words of the Vancouver Commandery Commander David Hunt, “Peter 
was an important builder in our Commandery and the Order. He was very active 
throughout the building of our St. John Hospice as our Communications manager. 
He handled some difficult situations with thoughtful and skillful diplomacy. He 
has introduced several excellent new members over the years and proved to be a 
conscientious mentor. Present at almost all events, he always took a keen interest 
in new proposals and asked the questions that went to the heart of the matter.

Peter believed that voluntary organizations were worthy of his efforts and firmly 
held that one must put back time and resources into the community.   This 

explains in large part why he was a joiner, participant and often leader in so many organizations in the arts, education, 
philanthropy, business and politics.”

Peter and his wife, Joan, travelled widely and visited hundreds of churches, cathedrals, mosques, temples and 
synagogues.

We extend our commiserations to Joan and their families.

Chevalier William (Bill) Highlander, KCSJ, MMSJ
Chevalier Bill Highlander was invested into the Western Military Commandery in 2008 where he was active in 
organizing membership events and served as Commander in 2011 and 2012.  He subsequently transferred his 
membership to the St. Joseph Commandery and he and his wife, Ida, attended just about every event held until Covid.

Chevalier Highlander’s unique contribution to the Sovereign Order was editing the definitive book “The Grand Priory 
of the Americas Centennial History 1912 – 2012.”
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Dame Ellen McLaughlin, DCJSJ
Dame Commander of Justice Ellen M. McLaughlin passed away at age 87 on Jan-
uary 23, 2022, at her home in Los Gatos, CA.  She was invested 13 March 2004 but 
was heavily involved in SOSJ long before.  Her Husband of over 57 years, Bailiff 
Emeritus Glen McLaughlin, was one of the Founders of the St. Joseph Command-
ery, which quickly became the second largest Commandery in our Order.  Ellen’s 
support in achieving that growth in membership as well as strong charitable 
projects serving our Mission was vital from the Commandery’s establishment in 
1996.  She was always available to host events and be responsible for projects as 
well as generate new ideas.

But knowing her many contributions to the Order does not capture the breadth of her impact in the life she lived for 
those 87 years.  She was a wonderful daughter, wife, mother, cook, and hostess for large gatherings in her home.  She 
was very intelligent, honest, and hard working with that ever-present smile, quick wit, and sense of humor.  She began 
her professional career as a schoolteacher and carried those skills throughout her life of teaching others to care for 
people and to do good deeds for those in need. 

We first met Ellen in 1983 when moving back to Silicon Valley from Boston.  I was on the East Coast with Navy busi-
ness while Brookie was in CA to buy a home and our realtor took her to see the McLaughlin’s home, which was not 
yet on the market.  While the two RE Agents were inside conducting the negotiations with Glen over the phone, Ellen 
popped out of the house with a bottle of wine and two glasses, which they enjoyed while sitting together on the hood 
of our realtor’s car. 

The almost 39 years since that impromptu bottle of wine and conversation have included festive holidays together, 
watching our children grow and mature, theirs from teenagers and ours from toddlers, as well as the ensuing spouses 
and grandchildren.  We have attended graduations, birthdays and weddings in their lives.  Boxing Day was an 
institutional event at the McLaughlins’ with many attendees.  We have enjoyed travels together to many events and 
places both for the Order and otherwise that enriched our lives in so many ways.

The world lost a wonderful person with her passing into Heaven, and all of us who knew her lost a fun and loving 
friend.  She is likely sitting there now telling jokes to the Angels and reciting the poems of Robbie Burns in that 
charming Scottish Brogue into which she could shift so easily!

Bailiff and Grand Prior Emeritus Owen Brown GCSJ, GCMSJ, MMSJ 
Photo:  Dame Gretchen G. Valentine, DGSJ

At the instigation of the then Grand Prior of the Americas, Emeritus Glen 
McLaughlin, GCSJ, GCMSJ, MMSJ, Bill Highlander agreed to edit the historical 
material researched, compiled and written by some 50 members of the Order.  
This well written and well illustrated book was completed in two years and 
copies given to all members.  A tremendous achievement by Bill Highlander.

Following military graduation Bill had a 21-year distinguished military service 
in the United States Army serving in South Korea (twice), Germany and
 Vietnam.  He retired as a Lieutenant Colonel and was a highly decorated officer 
for gallantry and meritorious service.

Bill also held a master’s degree in journalism and worked in corporate communications.  He authored three history 
books.  In 2016 he was inducted as member of the US Army Public Affairs Hall of Fame.

In the words of his daughter, Bill Highlander was “A good son, a good soldier, a good husband, a good father and a 
great man.”  He is buried with his wife, Ida, in Arlington Cemetery 
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Dame Hilary Oswald, DJSJ.  
Dame Hilary Oswald was invested into the Vancouver Commandery in 
2001.  She joined her husband Senator Prior Patrick Oswald in making 
significant contributions in time, talent and commitment to the 
Vancouver Commandery and Sovereign Order.

In addition, Hilary Oswald was well known for her truly compassionate 
volunteer work with the Vacouver Canuck Place Children’s Hospice.

Dame Hilary’s lifelong passion was horses and all things equestrian.  
She taught riding and co-founded the Pacific Riding for the Disabled 
Association.  Several riders from various programs have competed in 
Dressage at Paralympics.

As with her husband she had a large appetite for life and many kindred 
spirits.  We will greatly miss her energy, boundless good humour and 
committed support of the Order of St. John.  Hilary died in March 2022.

2022 INVESTITURES

April 22  Victoria Commandery.  Victoria, British Columbia
August 13 Dagmar Commandery. Copenhagen Denmark 
September 17 Vancouver Commandery.  Vancouver, British Columbia

Senator Oswald had many sporting interests including fencing; horseback riding (including playing in 
international polo tournaments for Canada) and sailing, including being Commodore of the Vancouver Yacht Club.
He was a true gentleman, with a strong sense of family, a wide range of friends and a large appetite for life. “He was 
enormous fun!”  Patrick died in January 2022.

Senator Prior Emeritus A.J. Patrick Oswald, KCJSJ.  
Senator Patrick Oswald was invested into the Vancouver Commandery in 1991.  During 
the course of his membership he provided steady leadership and a passion for helping 
the poor and less advantaged.  

He and his wife, Dame Hilary Oswald, attended almost all Commandery meetings--
including the 2021 Commandery Christmas lunch-- and some Sovereign Order 
international meetings.  He was a significant  fundraiser for the Commandery and other 
large community charities.

Dame Hilary Oswald, Senator Patrick Oswald, 
Senator Margaret Rolfe, Peter Darnbrough. 

December 2021

We extend our condolences to Senator Patrick and Dame Hilary’s extended families.


