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INTERNATIONAL NEWSLETTER. APRIL 2021

A NOTE FROM THE EDITOR

Together with the rest of the United States and the world, we have been 
reeling with quarantines, stay at home mandates and worry about our 
families and friends.  Yet, with all of these restrictions, our Commanderies 
have maintained helping the sick and the poor and aiding those that 
have immediate needs. We can be very proud of our accomplishments. 

Despite the pandemic and its innumerable effects, we have ambitious 
plans for this year.

Zoom meetings of Le Petit Conseil, meetings with Commandery Councils 
and members, Zoom fundraisers, monthly Grand Priors meetings and calls 
or notes to members asking about their welfare, have kept us united and 
current.  Our emerging digital services have allowed for more members 
to listen in and contribute ideas during various meetings.

We have restructured our committee that is working with the Australians 
to include Bailiff Grand Counsellor Janet Miller and Bailiff Emeritus David 
Petitpierre, who has agreed to serve as my Lieutenant for Australasia 
matters.

FROM THE GRAND MASTER

This is a longer than usual newsletter as we want to feature in some detail the good works being 
done by Commanderies throughout the Sovereign Order additionally responding to the needs of 
so many people impacted by Covid-19 during times of change.

Note too that new Bailiffs have been appointed.  One of them, Bailiff Commander Ruth 
Chappell Fleming, was the Commander of the Glasgow Commandery at the time when she 
wrote the Burns Supper Report, and still is.

Finally, I challenge you to see how our fellow Knights and Dames in Australia enjoyed their 
Christmas and new year.   See the NEWSLETTER section. 

Yours in St John.  David Petitpierre.
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AROUND THE COMMANDERIES
Victoria Commandery

Donations
Shortly before last Christmas the Victoria Commandery donated $100,000 to Victoria charities 
recognizing community needs at a most stressful time.  Some of the charities benefitting from the 
financial support included:

• Partnering with St. Vincent de Paul Society providing food shopping vouchers for about 300 seniors 
dependent on food banks.

• Souper Meals Program providing training for challenged people through 
the Victoria Hospital Foundation, with food given to those in need.                 

• Through the Victoria Conservatory of Music providing music therapy to   
vulnerable people and to seniors in care homes.  

• Through the Umbrella Society for Mental Health and 
      Addictions providing outreach programs for the City’s homeless                       
      encampments 

Commander Domminelli  presents to Souper Meals Program

Our committee is currently reviewing Australasia’s fundamental documents and we will confer with them 
regarding any changes that may need to be resolved in order to move beyond the current Memorandum 
of Understanding toward a formal Federation at or before the 2022 Sovereign Council meeting in 
Vancouver.

Dame Suzanne and I, as with almost all members, have been home now for over a year.  Hopefully, the 
end is in sight. Even with the available vaccines, travel is still prohibited into many countries and 
quarantines are still in place. This may hold true for some months to come. As we look forward to broadly 
available vaccines and cautiously await the reshaped return to normalcy, I know we optimistically look 
forward to the remainder of 2021.

Yours in St. John,

 

William D. Stein
H M E H Bailiff Grand Master, GCSJ, CMSJ, MMSJ
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• Supporting the Youth Empowerment Society by providing     
funding for 1,000 lunches and snack bags to young people to fill 
the increased need caused by the Covid pandemic.  
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Deputy Commander Dame Shannon Baillie 
presents to Youth Empowerment Society

Dame Marguerite Rowe, Almoner Bob 
Plecas, Deputy Commandery Shannon 
Baillie and Commander Maria Dominelli at 
the presentation to Victoria Hospice

Grand Prior Stewart Johnston, Prior Deedrie Ballard, 
Commander Maria Dominelli  join Victoria Knights and 
Dames in the annual Walk for Hospice:  Chevalier  Don 
Macnamara, Dames Penny Johnston, Marguerite Rowe, 
Simone Conner, & Senator Gail Mackay

Victoria Angels

The Victoria Angels consist of a combination of Commandery members and members of the 
community.  They made two gifts to:

• The Victoria Transition House providing counselling to helping children heal from the impacts of 
trauma and violence.  

• The Umbrella Society for Mental Health and Addictions supporting those learning to live without 
substances.  

Dame Jane Butler McGregor, Dame The 
Honourable Mary Collins & Commander Maria 
Dominelli at the Victoria Conservatory of Music 
presentation
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In addition, a grant of $60,000 to the Victoria Hospice bringing the total 8 year commitment for 
Hospice counselling services to $430,000.  This payment ensures another year of essential coun-
selling providing end of life care for marginalized people in the community.
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Prior Deedrie Ballard and Dames Penny Johnston 
and Marguerite Rowe at transition house 
presentation 

Prior Deedrie Ballard and 
Dame Penny Johnston at Umbrella Society 

Vancouver Commandery

Christmas Cheer for Charity 

On December 14, 2020, the Hospitaller Committee of the 
Commandery presented a 90 minute fast paced virtual 
Christmas Celebration for more than 100 Commandery 
members, families and friends.  It was entitled Christmas Cheer 
for Charity. Its intention was to bring a bright light celebration 
to dispel the dark, gloomy rainy days of early December in 
Vancouver.

The program included Emcee Chevalier Christopher Gaze the 
founder and Artistic Director of Vancouver’s famous Bard on 
the Beach summer Shakespearean plays festival now in its 21 st 
year.

The evening’s events included:
• Virtual performances by two excellent local choirs, 
• Christmas readings by Chevalier Gaze, 
• Christmas Carol singing at home by all audience members, 

cameo visits by a virtual Santa and his two elves, Jester and 
SciF who added much mirth 

• A very successful exciting virtual silent and live auctions.  

Our Christmas Cheer for Charity was not just about a virtual celebration of Christmas for our members 
and friends, but also a fundraiser for essential food agencies in our community.

Because of Coid-19 more people have lost their jobs and even more have been thrust into 
poverty, sickness and isolation. Food Agencies are under tremendous pressure with insufficient food 

Commander Maria Dominelli  DJSJ
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to go around. 
The primary Food Agencies we elected to support through this event were:
• Greater Vancouver Foodbank
• The Salvation Army Food Distribution Division
• Union Gospel Mission

These organizations all have proven track records. They have low administrative costs because they 
function to a large part through volunteerism. Consequently, almost all the money raised and 
donated from our event went to the people who need it most, putting food in the cupboards and on 
the tables that would otherwise be bare, and by providing thousands of hot meals for those in need.

Our Commandery recognized that these agencies needed our help more than ever before and 
through the generosity of our members they received a very helpful transfusion. Nearly $50,000 was 
raised and this amount was divided equally amongst our chosen charitable food agencies.

From my perspective a great deal was accomplished through this event:
• We provided financial aid for food to reach those who need it most
• We had an opportunity for many members to be engaged
• We all rose to the challenge and pulled off a very successful event in 5 weeks
• We had lots of fun doing it

All this…… because we are people who care about other people.

The Hospitaller Committee was assisted by our Social Committee, Membership Committee and lots of 
volunteers.

Commander David G. Hunt KJSJ

Virtual Scotch Tasting 

On February 27 the Vancouver Commandery Social Committee organized this social event bringing 
members and friends together and learn about a variety of Scotch Whiskies from a knowledgeable 
instructor.
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Glasgow Commandery Burns Supper

Under normal circumstances, the Glasgow Commandery Burns 
Supper Celebration would be our major fundraising event of the 
year. However, in mid pandemic with lockdown and travel 
restrictions this was not possible. Fortunately within the Glasgow 
Commandery we have members with media and literary skills, this 
resulted in the Commandery deciding to put together a virtual Burns 
Supper on Zoom, and invited other SOSJ members to join us. The 
uptake of this invitation was exciting with around 70 participants 
from Canada, America, Acapulco, Spain, Brittany U.K and Australia 
joined in the celebration on 30th January.  

The comradeship was visible right from the start of the evening. The 
programme consisted of the Haggis being piped in by Matt Willis 
followed by the Address to the Haggis performed by Graeme Scott, 
which was a real treat.
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Commander Ruth Chappell Fleming, DJSJ

We then moved to breakout rooms to toast and eat 
our haggis and giving us time to meet old friends and 
make new ones.  

The Phoenix Choir performed “My Love is Like a Red 
Red Rose” and “Ae Fond Kiss” with Billy Hillan as soloist.  

John Scougall gave a brilliant performance of “Tam 
O’ Shanter,” a Burns narrative poem.  

Chevalier Gilbert Cunningham sang “Brigg O’ Doon” 
and I delivered a poem on “A Modern Lassies’ 
Response” to the men.

All of this was followed by a fun quiz where all the 
answers were imbedded in the programme.

The evening concluded with a sing-a-long and “Auld Lang Syne” performed by Hannah Rarity and 
Blazin’ Fiddles.
 
This being the first time we have done anything like this, its success shows that there may be a way 
forward for more Zoom collaborations between Commanderies to celebrate events in this uncertain 
and unpredictable time. 

A huge thank you to all who took part and to Rev Christine Murdoch for all the technical part. But most 
of all a heartfelt thanks to all who joined us in our celebration of Scotland’s Bard.

Yours in fellowship of St John
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Washington DC Commandery Wheelchair Donation 

By some serendipitous occurrence, Chevalier Bobby Austin of the Greater Washington DC Area 
Commandery was made the chair of our Philanthropy Committee just as the Commandery was 
casting about for a worthy recipient of its next donation.  As it happens, he had recently been a 
patient at the MedStar Washington Hospital Center.  During his stay, it became obvious that there 
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The Palm Beaches Commandery

Belle Glade Project
Progress continues in the planning and fundraising by 
the Commandery for the Youth Development Center 
as part of the First Haitian Baptist Church of 
impoverished Belle Glade in Florida.

The illustrated architectural rendering of the 
Center replaces a 1940s building and will incorporate 
a school facility including classrooms, music room, 
covered patio, kitchen, playground and basketball 
court.  Programs include help with homework, hot 
meals and training in different career fields.
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was a dearth of wheelchairs in a place where there should have been plenty, and none was 
available when he needed one.  He proposed this donation idea to his committee, and the 
Commandery made a donation of $10,000 which has provided seven wheelchairs to the hospital to 
alleviate some of their needs.   

Unfortunately, because of COVID-19 restrictions, none of the Commandery members were able to 
attend the presentation; however, the Commandery received an exuberant letter of thanks and sev-
eral photographs, which detailed the pleasure of the recipients. 

Yours in St. John,

Commander Antoinette MacAulay DCSJ.

Cleveland Commandery

The following are extracts from the March 2021 Cleveland Commandery Newsletter:

Faith- the Foundation of Our Work
For the second year in a row, the Cleveland Commandery has taken to heart the request of the 
International Order to address not only our service to others – but also that which is the foundation of 
our service, our faith. On June 24, 2020, the Feast Day of St. John the Baptist, members of the 
Cleveland Commandery met virtually to discuss the virtue of prudence. Thank you to Dame Sister 
Diana Stano for leading us as we considered words such as wisdom and insight and as we 
contemplated what is meant by the “true good.” Perhaps the words of Ephesians 5: 15-16 are an apt 
summary: “Be careful then how you live – not as unwise but as wise, making the most of every 
opportunity, because the days are evil. Therefore, do not be foolish, but understand what the Lord’s 
will is.” 

Since the discussion of prudence was so well received, Knights and Dames met again (virtually) 
on October 17, 2020, to discuss the virtue of justice. Led once again by Dame Sister Diana Stano, 
through the process of Lectio Divina we read Scripture (the Gospel of Matthew and the laborers out 
in the field), meditated on its words, and shared our reflections. Having gone through this process 
three times, many different views were shared and we began to “see” in new and different ways. 
Thank you, Sister Diana, for your guidance and for this lovely closing prayer: “Grant us, Lord God, a 



International SOSJ Newsletter April 2021 8

vision of your world as your love would have it: a world where the weak are protected, and none go 
hungry or poor . . . a world where peace is built with justice, and justice is guided by love. Give us the 
inspiration and courage to build it, through Jesus Christ our Lord. AMEN.”

End- Of the Year Projects
Traditionally, the Cleveland Commandery participates in two end-of-the-year projects: a dinner and 
fun evening at Marion Sterling Elementary School and a dinner at the Hitchcock Center for Women. 
This year, however, due to the Covid 19 pandemic and our inability to gather together, those projects 
could not be carried out in the usual manner. Determined, nonetheless, to continue our outreach, a 
group of Knights and Dames found a different way to spread the joy of Christmas:

Marion Sterling Elementary School – This year, our project focused on the approximately 150 students 
who, during the pandemic, came to school to pick up a lunch. For each student, we 
provided a tote bag containing a gift-wrapped copy of the book Oh, the Places You’ll Go! by Dr. 
Seuss, a gift-wrapped bubble wand, and a Christmas card housing a $25 gift card to Target. The SOSJ 
logo and a “This book belongs to ____” sticker were placed on the inside cover of each book. The 
school was deeply appreciative and noted that this year, because of the pandemic, we were the 
only community organization able to provide gifts for the students.

Hitchcock Center for Women – The Hitchcock Center helps women on their journey of recovery from 
addiction. In past years, our Knights and Dames served dinner – and then joined the women for 
dinner. This year, to replicate the evening to the extent possible, our Commandery arranged for the 
usual catered dinner to be delivered. Along with the dinner, we provided each woman with a Christ-
mas card, a copy of the Serenity Prayer, and the following handwritten note: “SOSJ members will miss 
spending an evening with you at the Hitchcock Center. Every year, we are moved by your determi-
nation and hard work. Know that we are thinking of you – and wishing you a blessed Christmas and a 
healthy new year.” The SOSJ logo was placed on each envelope. 

The Cleveland Commandery Mourns the Death of Chevalier Richard Fleischman
Members attending the 2016 Sovereign Council meetings in Cleveland will remember the wonderful 
and generous hospitality of Chevalier Richard Fleishman at his mansion on the shores of Lake Erie.

Sadly Chevalier Fleishman died earlier this year.  The following is from the Cleveland Commandery 
Newsletter:
“Chevalier Richard Fleischman was one of those unforgettable people who drew others in. His 
hospitality, grace, sense of style, and intellect were captivating. Walking into his home was like walk-
ing into a museum, and any guest who strolled through that museum had the additional good for-
tune of hearing the stories that brought their surroundings to life. A visit to the home of Richard Fleis-
chman meant being surrounded by beauty (architecture, artwork, music, and nature), scintillating 
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food for thought, and serene nourishment for the soul. To summarize the life of Richard Fleischman in 
a few words is impossible. To remember his charm is inevitable.”

Commander Claire Rosacco, DCSJ 
Dame Susan Ferraro Smith, DCSJ.  Editor

APPOINTMENT OF NEW BAILIFFS

A Message from the Grand Master and Grand Commander

 

We are pleased to announce, on behalf of the entire LPC, the unanimous approval of the newly 
appointed Bailiffs listed below with the rank of Knight or Dame Grand Cross of Justice. These 
appointments are the result of succession planning since Sovereign Council last September. 

The criteria were high accomplishment with the Sovereign Order and consistent with recognition of 
future leadership. These bring our number of Bailiffs to 20, the maximum allowed under the 
Constution.
These new Bailiffs were appointed effective February 24, 2021. They are: 
H E Bailiff Ruth Chappell Fleming, GCSJ, currently Commander of the Glasgow Commandery 
H E Bailiff Stewart Johnston, GCSJ, currently Grand Prior of Canada 
HE Bailiff Peter Murrell, GCSJ, currently Prior of the United Kingdom and Ireland 
H E Bailiff Anne Rowland, GCSJ, MMSJ, currently Prior of the Mainland B.C. 
H E Bailiff Charles Schoech, GCSJ, Chief Justice of the Supreme Court up to this appointment. 

Bailiff Stewart Johnston taking his 
Oath of Office

9

Chevalier Canon Ian Powell, 
Bailiff Stewart Johnston, 

Prior Deedrie Ballard

Bailiff Ruth Chappell Fleming

Bailiff Anne RowlandBailiff Peter Murrell Bailiff Charles Schoech
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THE GRAND PRIORY OF EUROPE RESTORED
AND GRAND PRIOR ELECTED

A special meeting of the Sovereign Council was held on January 21, 2021 to discuss the restoration of 
the Grand Priory of Europe.  

Grand Commander Ian Reid described to the meeting the discussions held between Le Petit Conseil 
and the Order’s leaders in Europe to re-establish the Grand Priory of Europe in a similar format to the 
Grand Priories in America and Canada.  The purpose being to provide coordination and a unifying 
presence in Europe.

Recognition is given to the existing multi-national and multi-lingual differences and one proposal is to 
ensure that the elected Grand Priors move around between European countries.

A European Grand Council will consist of all European Bailiffs, Grand Priors, Priors and Commanders.

The Grand Commander proposed changes to the existing Rules of the Sovereign Order to reflect the 
proposed structure powers, duties and election of candidates.  Each of the proposed Rules changes 
were passed unanimously by the Sovereign Council.

Subsequent to the Sovereign Council meeting H E Bailiff Jukka Heinijoki of the Grand Priory of 
St. Henrik, Finland was elected the Grand Prior of Europe by acclamation.
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The European structure of the Sovereign Order currently 
consists of:

The Grand Priory of the UK and Ireland consisting of Commanderies of 
London, England and Glasgow, Scotland.
The Grand Priory of St. Henrik, Finland consisting of Commanderies of 
St. Henrik-Tampere and St. Henrik-Central
The Priory of Brittany consisting of Commanderies of, Léon-Cornouaille, 
Goelo-Penthi vre and Nantes-Pays de Retz  
The Independent Commandery of Dagmar in Denmark
The Independent Commandery of Hungary

Bailiff Grand Prior of Europe 
Jukka Heinijoki

All continue in their existing roles except Bailiff Schoech who is constitutionally required to step down 
from the Supreme Court on his appointment.

Please join us in thanking them for all the work they have done to benefit the Sovereign Order in 
meeting our mission of serving the sick and poor. We congratulate them on their selection and 
expect to work closely with them on Sovereign Council matters as they assume their new roles. 

H M E H Bailiff Grand Master William D. Stein, GCSJ, CMSJ, MMSJ
H E Conventual Bailiff Grand Commander Ian Reid, GCSJ, MMSJ & Bar
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NEWSLETTERS  
The Grand Priory of Australasia

This is the front page of the February 2021 issue of “THE BULLETIN” the quarterly magazine of the Grand 
Priory of Australasia.

In addition to becoming familiar with the Priories, Commanderies and some of the personalities in 
Australia, we think our members would be interested in the non-restricted environment some of their 
events have taken place in 2020 and in the warmth of their summer too! 

All issues of The Bulletin since November 2016 are posted on our website under “Newsletters.”

Editors Note: For a change of scenery see the pictures of how our Down Under friends enjoyed 
Christmas and the new year.

OTHER NEWSLETTERS 

Attention is drawn to other recent Commandery newsletters all of which are posted on the website 
and are worth reading.  They are:
The Vancouver Commandery Newsletter of the Fall 2020
The Cleveland Commandery Newsletter of March 2021
The Vancouver Commandery Newsletter of Spring 2021
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CHANGES TO THE CONSTITUTION

Following the 2020 Sovereign Council meeting approving amendments to the King Peter II 
Constitution all members of the whole Sovereign Order were asked to approve, or otherwise, these 
changes, as required by the Rules of the Order.

The three amendments related to:
•  Definition of Second Vice President of the Council
•  Definition of First vice President of the Council
•  Annual announcement of the appointments of Knights and Dames of Justice on the
 Fest Day of St. John.

Balloting closed in December 2020 and the scrutineers consisting of H E Bailiff Emeritus Paul Beck-
mann, GCSJ; Chevalier The Very Reverend Peter G. Elliott, KJSJ and Registrar General Chevalier 
Dennis Magrega reviewed all submitted ballots and confirmed all proposed amendments to the 
Constitution were passed unanimously.

The amended Constitution came into effect on February 1, 2021.

2021 INVESTITURES

The following Investitures are booked subject to government and local health regulations

To Be Anounced  Priory of Western USA at San Jose 
June 19   Commandery of The Sierras. Reno, Nevada
September 11 Commandery of Vancouver
September 18 Dagmar Commandery, Copenhagen, Denmark
September 25    Grand Priory of St. Henrik Finland at Tampere, Finland 
October 2  Grand Priory of the UK and Ireland.  Commanderies of Glasgow and London. 
                          at Glasgow
October 16  Commandery of Victoria
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