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INTERNATIONAL NEWSLETTER. APRIL 2020

2020 SOVEREIGN COUNCIL MEETING
A Message from the Grand Commander

At the time of publication (mid-April) no decision has yet been made on how and when to hold the
planned 2020 Sovereign Council meeting. Members of Le Petit Conseil (LPC) expect to make a final
decision at their meeting on 4th June.
The Grand Master and members of LPC are monitoring impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic, as well
as resulting controls imposed by health authorities and governments. At the moment four options are
under consideration:
1. Proceed with the meetings as planned. This option is unlikely, but still on the table.
2. Hold an online meeting utilizing a ZOOM-like meeting arrangement.
This is possible with a slight alteration to the Rules allowing an electronic meeting to be held. It would
also probably enable non-Sovereign Council members to watch, but the numbers may be limited.
3. Hold a partial online meeting at which a quorum of Sovereign Council members living in
Vancouver and Victoria (“One third of the qualified Members in good standing are present in
person”) meet in Vancouver, provided authorities allow this. The other members of the Sovereign
Council will participate online to meet the other quorum requirement that two thirds of the qualified
members are present in person or by proxy.
This meeting arrangement would also require a Rule change allowing electronic meetings.
All the above scenarios continue the regular biennial meetings held since 1990 and necessitated by
the Rules.
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4. Postpone the meeting to 2021. This would be complicated but would allow for a physical gathering of members.
Should a physical meeting not be held in 2020, it is anticipated registration fees will be returned.
H.E. Conventual Bailiff, GCSJ, MMSJ & Bar
Grand Commander

COMMANDERY OF HUNGARY
The Commandery of Hungary continues to be active in many ways
In May 2018 members of the Commandery visited the distillery of Chevalier Dr. Istvan Gyenesei in
Kaposvar for a “Banquet” of brandy (Pálinka) tasting
Also, in May the members were invited to a traditional Hungarian lunch by the Mayor of Godre, a
small village in the Baranya County.
An Investiture was held in November 2018 at which 5 Knights and 3 Dames were invested into the
Order. Grand Master William Stein was the Presiding Officer. Other guests included Dame Suzanne
Stein; Grand Commander Ian Reid and Dame Viviane Reid; Conventual Bailiff May Storrie and Prior
Peter Murrell.
(Details of the Investiture and related events were reported in the December 2018 International
newsletter, which is in the SOSJ website).
In March members make their annual pilgrimage to the tomb of Princess Alexandra Pavlovna
Romanova, the daughter of Tsar Paul 1 of Russia, the former Grand Master of the Sovereign Order.
(A detailed description of the Hungarian Commandery’s relationship with the Order in Russia follows
on page 8).
In October 2019 the Commandery organized a charity fundraiser for the András Pető Kindergarten of
Semmelweis University. This world-famous kindergarten works with 3 to 7 years old children physically
handicapped with central nervous system injuries.
The event was held in the Mirror Room at the impressive Festetics Palace where 60 invited guests
enjoyed music performed by famous players.
The accompanying wine and art auction enabled a donation of 2 million Hungarian Forint
(approximately US $7,500) with which to purchase medical equipment.
An investiture had been planned for June 2020 but has been postponed.
(Included below is a Profile of Hungarian Commander Éva Pandur on page 7)
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THE PALM BEACHES COMMANDERY
BELLE GLADE PROJECT
For the past two years the Commandery of the Palm
Beaches has been raising money and working for
a multi-purpose Children and Youth Development
Center for the First Haitian Baptist Church of Belle
Glade and its philanthropic support of needy
children in impoverished Belle Glade, Florida. So far,
the Commandery has raised $444,914 towards their
initial goal of $500,000. Their partner, First Haitian
Baptist Church of Belle Glade, has raised close to
$70,000.
The Commandery has designated the building of
the new multi-purpose Development Center for the
Land recently acquired for the Center
First Haitian Baptist Church as its philanthropic
project. The Center offers a hot meal, aid with homework and a safe environment for children aged
from kindergarten to Grade 8.
As with many projects there have been changes in plans. In the Belle Glade project this has included
finding a new architect and procuring a refurbished replacement 15-passenger van used to pick up
and deliver children to the Church’s Youth and Development Center, thanks to the involvement of
two Commandery members, Dame Candace Tamposi and Dame Marie Ryan. Thanks to the
initiative of the Commandery a second van has been delivered. Both vans were generously
donated by the Cathleen MacFarlane Foundation.

Distribution to families
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Pastor Morales and children with the new van
secured through SOSJ Palm Beaches members
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This project replaces a building no longer safe for the children. The Commandery and its members
have supported this wonderfully successful project for years. It helps children by enriching their
school lessons in afternoon classes and meals.
Following a plea to the Commandery by Pastor Morales St. Hilaire of the First Haitian Baptist Church of
Belle Glade, the more recent development is that members of the Commandery, led by
Chevalier Joe Mastrullo, are now providing additional food to Belle Glade families as the Coronavirus
has forced the closing of schools and the cancellation of the National School Lunch program. These
children have no access to the distribution center designated by the school district. Therefore, in
order to provide for these families, food was purchased from the members’ funding, outside
donations and the local Caring Kitchen. This will bring many smiles to the children and families in
Belle Glade!
Commander Toni Mastrullo, DJSJ

Packing food

Happy Pastor Morales with Van No. 2

DONATION TO FIRE RELIEF IN AUSTRALIA
In a spirit of solidarity between our members and
our Australian St. John friends, Le Petit Conseil (LPC)
approved a donation of $10,000. be made by our
Sovereign Order of St. John International for fire relief
in Australia. This donation was sent to Grand Prior of
Australasia, Victor Feros, for forwarding to an
appropriate institute involved in fire relief programs.
LPC Members recognize that this donation is not in
accordance with our Mission of helping the Sick and
Poor in Christ. However, considering the extent of
the devastation across Australia to lives, property,
animals and land we felt that this is an exceptional
situation.
We are conscious of other recent devastating fires in California, Canada, Greece and Portugal etc.
The Australian one comes on the heels of a number of years of drought in many parts of Australia and
the consequences have been unnaturally worse.
In response Grand Prior Feros sent the following letter to Grand Commander Ian Reid.
(It has been lightly edited. Editor.)
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O.S.J.
Order of Saint John of Jerusalem Knights Hospitaller
THE GRAND PRIORY OF AUSTRALASIA
10th February 2020
Your Excellency Grand Commander Ian, Dear Brother in Saint John
Re: SOSJ Donation – Australian Bushfires
On behalf of the Grand Priory of Australasia may I express our sincere gratitude at the approval of the
Sovereign Order Petit Conseil of a donation of $10,000.00 CAD to assist those affected by bush fires
which have ravaged much of Australia.
The devastation of these fires has caused immeasurable harm and your understanding and empathy
and whole-hearted support is so very much appreciated.
I do apologise for the delay in this response, but we have acted swiftly in conducting a meeting of
the Grand Priory Executive to determine how best to direct the proceeds of your wonderful gesture.
Your notion to help relieve the difficulties encountered by individuals is carefully noted.
In broad response, relief efforts within Australia and from overseas, from Canada, the USA, Indonesia,
amongst others, have been both swift and remarkable.
Sadly, Coulson Canada, fire fighting aeronautical specialists, has lost a crew of three in southern New
South Wales and the nation mourns their loss.
In addition to Government aid, charitable institutions and disaster relief organisations have mobilized
funds which are being directed to the many in need.
In the circumstances, we have determined to distribute the SOSJ donation by directing funds to two
(2) identified recipients, as follows:
1) VOLUNTEER BUSHFIRE BRIGADE, QUEENSLAND
Funds directed to an association of volunteer bushfire brigades headquartered in Crows Nest, to the
north of the City of Toowoomba, the seat of our Priory of the Darling Downs. These brigades formed
the backbone of fighting the devastating fires between Pechey and Esk over the last several months.
If granted the funding, this local association of brigades would use the monies to build a trailer with
an inflatable water tank and pump, which, we are advised, would be of great assistance to
providing water availability during fires. The equipment would be shared among the local volunteer
brigades as a group resource*.
The Priory of the Darling Downs propose to match the apportioned SOSJ donation and would be
tasked with the organising of the gift.
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We are advised that the proposed donation would contribute very substantially to the cost of such
equipment, with the balance guaranteed by the local firefighters’ association. There is no indication
that funding for such equipment would be otherwise available.
We believe that there would be the prospect of a suitable plaque being displayed on the trailer or
perhaps, at the fire station, and that there would be proper acknowledgment of the donors (noting
the direct contribution of the SOSJ headquartered in North America). Media publicity would be
assured.
2) GIPPSLAND EMERGENCY RELIEF FUND
The balance of the SOSJ donation directed to the Gippsland Emergency Relief Fund, the Anglican
Diocese of Gippsland (see attached news-sheet), as recommended by Chevalier the Right Reverend
Bishop John Parkes, Chaplain of our Victoria Priory. We are advised that the whole of donated funds
are distributed directly to those in need.
Sincerely, in the service of Saint John

Victor Feros GCSJ CMSJ Grand Prior
*Representatives of the volunteer brigades in the Crows Nest area have met to discuss the possible
use of funds. Availability of water was identified as a major issue, particularly in drought conditions,
both as to the effectiveness of the units, and their safety.
The proposal is to build, locally, a tandem trailer which would contain a 1000 litre fixed water tank,
and a folded onion-tank – a collapsible 5-7,000 litre tank that can be quickly assembled and filled by
a tanker. This would permit a unit to go quickly into action with 1000 litres and for a tanker to come
along as soon as possible and fill the onion tank – making large amounts of water available where
most needed. This would eliminate many trips, freeing up the trained firefighters and minimize driving
in hazardous conditions.

SAINT JOHN THE BAPTIST
From The Convenor of the Ecclesiastical Council
There are many saints named John in the New Testament: our Order is dedicated to St. John the
Baptist, because, in 1050, the Benedictine hospice for pilgrims in Jerusalem was named for John, the
Baptist.
John is one of the oddest characters in the New Testament. According to Luke’s gospel, John was
Jesus’s cousin. Unlike his cousin Jesus, John the Baptist lived the solitary life of an ascetic. John was a
preacher who called people to examine their lives, be baptized and amend their ways. According
to the scriptures, people flocked to his teaching and baptism. All four gospels agree that John baptized Jesus at the River Jordan. The gospels of Matthew and Mark detail his beheading at the hands
of King Herod.
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“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand!” was John’s message: here we can find a particular
relevance for the work of our Order. Episcopal priest Cynthia Bourgeault reminds us that the word
‘repent’ is a translation of the Greek word ‘metanoia’. She writes, “the art of metanoia is going into
the larger mind.”
Going into the larger mind means to develop a broader perspective on life. The Sovereign Order’s
motto of Pro Fide, Pro Utilitate Hominum: For Faith, For Service to Humanity. This is a clarion call to
see the world in a broader perspective. It commends the practice of faith in God and service to
humanity. Faith and service are characteristic of a life changed, a larger mind, a shift in
consciousness from simply caring about ourselves to serve the world that God loves.
In Luke’s gospel, John’s father, the priest Zechariah sings a hymn after John is born. It has become
known as the Benedictus, and its concluding lines are:
Through the tender mercy of our God, the dawn from on high shall break upon us, to shine on those
who dwell in darkness and in the shadow of death, and to guide our feet into the way of peace.
Members of the Ecclesiastical Council join me in commending that on the Feast Day of the Nativity of
St. John the Baptist, observed every year on June 24th, members of the Order give thanks for the life
and witness of St. John the Baptist and pray that our Sovereign Order might live ever more fully into
our motto—For Faith, For Service to Humanity—so that through our work, God’s light might shine on
those who dwell in darkness and in the shadow of death.
The Very Reverend Peter G. Elliott KJSJ
Convenor of the Ecclesiastical Council

PROFILE
COMMANDER ÉVA PANDUR
OF THE COMMANDERY OF HUNGARY
In 2007 I joined the Order at the invitation of my friend, Knight József Doktor.
It has been a great honor for me to be part of an international organization
whose mission is to improve the living conditions of our poor, ill and
disadvantaged fellow beings.
In 2008, our Knight Dr. László Molnár discovered that Alexandra Pavlovna
Romanova Russian Grand Duchess, the daughter of our late Grand Master,
Czar Paul I, lies in a Russian Orthodox Church in the small town where I live.
Paying tribute to the memory of the Czar, the great patron of our Order, this
year, for the 12th time, we will place a wreath on the grave of Alexandra
Pavlovna and as a tradition, close the ceremony with a friendly garden
party in my house. During the difficult years of our commandery, these
gatherings helped us to forge together and regain faith to continue our
charity work.
In 2017, on the recommendation of Commander Dr. Peter Lehoczky, I was
unanimously elected Commander of the Hungarian Commandery. Over
the past 2 years, the Hungarian Commandery has been expanded by 8
distinguished Dames and Knights. It’s much to my delight that under my
command, more and more people are doing active charity work in our
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Order in a friendly atmosphere. My non-secret purpose is to carry out exemplary charitable work to
involve more and more outstanding people and to spread and promote the culture of donation in
our country.
After finishing my university studies, I started as a development engineer in the building materials
industry, earning my 2nd degree in real estate expertise from the Technical University of Budapest
and TRENT University, Nottingham.
I have a daughter and a wonderful granddaughter. I love to travel and delight in our diverse world,
and I’d like to enjoy and be part of my one-and-a-half-year-old granddaughter’s growing up.
We started 2020 with very big plans. Our plans include a ceremony of investiture in Budapest, a
charity event and numerous leisure activities. Unfortunately, unexpected pandemics are delaying
their implementation and timing. Hopefully in a short time everything will take a turn for the better.
Éva Pandur, DGSJ
Commander of Hungarian Commandery

HUNGARIAN COMMANDERY
CONNECTION TO GRAND MASTER PAUL I OF RUSSIA
For many years Knights of the Hungarian chapter of the
Sovereign Order of St. John of Jerusalem, Knights Hospitaller
gather in a church in Üröm a small town close to the Hungarian
Capital. They pay tribute to Princess Alexandra, who is buried in
the crypt of the church, and to her father, Emperor (Tsar) Paul I of
Russia.
Emperor Paul I was elected 70th Grand Master of the Sovereign
Order of St. John of Jerusalem, Knights Hospitaller in 1798. While
validity of his election was questioned due to Paul’s state
position, marital status, religious affiliation, and limited number
of the representatives of the Order’s Priories who supported his
nomination, nevertheless there are many contra arguments as
well. Paul is frequently mentioned as “De Facto” Grand Master,
but perhaps he may be viewed as “De Jure” leader of the Order,
too. What is unquestionable: There were very few periods in the
world history, when the Order had received such recognition of
its merits and such high social and political status than in Russian
Empire between 1798 and 1801.
Grand Master Tsar Paul 1

What is perhaps less known is the history of the relations between
the Order and Russian Empire before the rule of Paul I. The first
contact was initiated by the greatest Russian ruler, Peter I (Peter the Great). One of his most
successful generals, Boris Sheremetyev was sent to Malta in 1698 as official representative of the Tsar.
While fighting the Ottoman Empire, Peter I was looking for prospective coalition partners, and the
Order was viewed in Russia as one of them. Sheremetyev’s was successful. The Russian envoy was
met with enthusiasm and became the first Russian, decorated with the Order of St. John of
Jerusalem.
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While later contacts between the Order and Russian
Empire were not intensive, they were regular in the course
of XVIII century. By the time of Count Julius de Litta’s
arrival to St. Petersburg in 1796, several Russians were
Knights of the Order. Count Litta himself was a Knight, and
Rear Admiral of Russian Navy. Perhaps Count Litta must
be credited for making Russia the Order’s stronghold under Emperor Paul I.
On October 12th, 1798 in St. Petersburg. the Council of
the Order proclaimed Emperor (Tsar) Paul I the 70th
Supreme Grand Master. Pius VI, who at the time was
segregated by the French in the monastery of Cassiano
near Florence did not object, even though the Emperor
was not a Catholic and was married. Quite the contrary,
on November 5, he sent his approval in a letter addressed
to Count Litta, which arrived a few days before Paul I
officially accepted the nomination.
On November 13, 1798 Paul I accepted the appointment
to Grand Master of the Order of St. John of Jerusalem,
Knights Hospitaller. The solemn ceremony of handing over
the crown and the decorations of the Grand Master took
Maria Fjodorovna, mother of
place on 29th November of that year in the Winter
Princess Alexandra,
wearing St. John cross.
Palace. On that occasion the flag of the Order of St.
John of Jerusalem was hoisted on the flagpole of Admiralty Palace and the Tsar ordered that the
imperial coat of arms, namely the double-headed crowned eagle with spread wings, be added to
the Order’s emblem. That same day, the Emperor added to the existing Catholic Grand Priory of
Russia (founded on the former Grand Priory of Catholic Poland, the Government of the Order of
Malta Knights and all the European Knights who had reached St. Petersburg) a Grand Orthodox
Priory with ten Commanderies, patronised by Russian nobility. Paul I also decreed that the title of
Commander of the Order be inherited by the firstborn of those families and title of Protector by its
descendants; this act, absolute and undisputable, would be the salvation of the Order.
On 6 July 1799, persuaded by the Austrian emperor Francis II (I), former Grand Master of the order,
von Hompesch had sent from Trieste a formal act of abdication to the Sovereign Council of the
Order, along with three letters to the two Emperors, in which he sent his best wishes to Paul I for a
speedy and worthy resurgence of the Order under the Czar’s eagle.
John the Baptist’s right hand had been transferred to St. Petersburg in 1798, but the official handover of the Sacred Relics of the Religion, which were an Icon of the Virgin Mary, a piece of the “True
Cross” and the Right Hand of John The Baptist, was set for October 12, 1799 in Gatcina Palace, on
the occasion of the wedding of Grand Duchess Elena Pavlovna Romanova and Prince Friedrich
Ludwig von Mecklenburg- Schwerin.
On 9th December, the Sacred Relics had been transferred to the imperial family in St. Petersburg,
and placed in the Palace Cathedral. In 1800 this anniversary was celebrated in the Winter Palace.
The transfer of the sacred objects from Malta to Gatchina is celebrated every year on 12th October.
Paul I bestowed the Order with the Count M.I. Vorontsov Palace, where in 1798-1800 the Maltese
Chapel designed by the architect Giacomo Quarenghi was built. On the Island of Stone, a hospital
for elderly and disabled Knights was founded and a cemetery was completed for members of the
Order, with the church of San Giovanni attached. In the Czar’s residence in Gatchina, on the shores
of the Black Lake, architect Nikolay A. Lvov built the Priory Palace, known as the Malta Palace,
originally intended to house the French immigrant Prince of Conde, formerly Prior of the Order in

International SOSJ Newsletter April 2020

9

France, who, during Paul’s previous visit to King Louis XVI, had
treated him with honour.
With papal approval, the emperor reformed the statutes of the
Order, bringing them up-to-date and making them responsive to
the needs of the moment. In 1799 the two Russian Grand Priories
counted 648 members, including Bailiffs, Grand Crosses,
Commanders and Knights. The Orthodox Priory counted for two
thirds of the members, among whom were 23 families of
Hereditary Commanders and 5 Honorary, while the remaining third
was the Catholic Grand Priory, and was composed of French,
Italian, Irish, Poles and Germans, of whom 8 were Hereditary
Commanders.
All Paul’s family members, both gentlemen and ladies, and rapidly
growing number of representatives of Russian ruling class became
Knights of the Russian Commanderies of the Order. One of them
was Paul’s oldest daughter, Princess Alexandra. Alexandra was
present at the ceremony of handover of the Sacred Relics.
St. Alexandra Church

Alexandra married Archduke Joseph Habsburg, brother of Austrian
Emperor Francis II (I), Palatine of Hungary in 1799 (October 30) and
settled with her spouse in Buda Castle. It was a happy marriage despite its political background (the
marriage was supposed to cement Russian-Austrian coalition against France), and turbulent
political climate of the Napoleonic wars. However, this marriage was tragically short: Alexandra died
on March 16, 1801 following delivery of the child, who lived only for a few hours. Princess Alexandra
was buried in the St. Elizabeth Cathedral in Buda, but transferred to the St. Alexandra Church in Üröm
in the fall of 1803.
Every annual visit to the Church is viewed by the Knights as very special opportunity to mediate and
to strengthen their affiliation with the Order.
St. Alexandra Church was built between 1801 and 1802 and consecrated in 1803. It is one of very
few public buildings in Hungary, which had never underwent reconstruction for more than 200 years.
It looks today like it looked in 1802. The only significant change inside of the church is the so called
second iconostas. This magnificent masterpiece of sacral art was created in St. Petersburg and transferred to the church in Üröm in 1883 – the year of commemoration of 100th anniversary of Princess
Alexandra birth - as personal gift of Russian emperor Alexander III.
Borisz A. Szegál, PhD, CSc. Historian and Advisor to
St. Alexandra Church Congregation
Üröm, Hungary

Pilgrimage to the tomb of Princess Alexandra
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APPOINTMENTS AND ELECTIONS
We are pleased to announce the following new Appointments and Elections.
Appointment to Bailiff.
H.E. Bailiff Grand Prior Jukka Tapio Heinijoki, GCSJ of the Grand Priory of St. Henrik and Commandery
of Tampere, Finland.
H.E. Bailiff Prior Brian J. Rauschhuber, GCSJ of the Priory of the Western United States of America and
Commandery of The Sierras, USA
Elected as Commanders.
Commander David G. Hunt, KJSJ of the Vancouver Commandery, Canada
Commander John C. Pettit, KJSJ of the Commandery of London, England.
We congratulate and thank these Knights for taking these leadership roles within the Order.

WEBSITE ADDITIONS
We are making you aware of some significant enhancements to the Members’ Content on the
International Website (www.sosjinternational.org), Of course, this sensitive information is password
protected so you must be registered to gain access using your own unique password.
• The Member Directory includes contact information for all SOSJ Members. The url is https://www.
sosjinternational.org/member-directory/. Commandery Directories may be printed directly from the
Website. Just click on ‘Print Directory’ after accessing the desired Commandery. Of special note,
we are in the process of adding photographs (where available). Any requests for changes should be
directed to Carole Cameron in the International Office.
• Regalia Regulations and Protocols,
replacing the Regalia Manual, are now available at https://www.sosjinternational.org/wp-content/
uploads/2020/02/Regalia-Regulations-and-Protocols-Feb-14-2020-Final.pdf?pdf-members-Regalia%20
&%20Protocols
• Several Forms have been uploaded, at the Administration Tab, and are available by
accessing https://www.sosjinternational.org/members/. Watch for an updated Investiture Manual to
be available shortly.
•The Allocution, approved by LPC for use at all Investiture Services, is available at
https://www.sosjinternational.org/members/the-allocution/.
As usual, if you have questions, please email webmaster@sosjinternational.org
Yours in St. John,
Conventual Bailiff Grand Marshal Richard D. Earthy, GCSJ, MMSJ
Webmaster
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INVESTITURES
The following investitures have been approved. Local Priory and Commanderies will decide on
whether to hold the proposed investitures or postpone/cancel them depending on local health and
government regulations relating to the Coronavirus situation in their region.
2020
June 24 – 28.
September 19.
October 17.
November 20 – 21
November 27 – 28

Priory of Brittany, France.
Vancouver Commandery, Canada.
Victoria Commandery, Canada.
Grand Priory of St. Henri, Finland. (Tampere)
Commandery of London, England.

Annual Retreat and Investiture.
Investiture
Investiture
Investiture
Investiture

2021
June 25 – 26

Commandery of Vancouver, Canada.

Investiture
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