
Visit our Websites: www.sosjwestusa.org and 

www.sosjinternational.org 

It is very important that every member of our Sovereign Order log into the International Website and register so that you will be included in 

every correspondence and emails.  
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JANUARY 2019 

Dear Knights, Dames and Squires, 

The holidays are over, and we are now focused on our next Investiture.  I 
would like to thank our Recruitment Committee, chaired by John Du Bois, 
Ed Lambert and Allison Abbott-Kline.  We have 14 aspirants this year.  I 
encourage all of you to attend the Investiture events to welcome our new 
members. 

Our Christmas Party was a wonderful success.  Please see the pictures of the members who attended.  A  
special thanks to Barbara and Bob Avery for accepting the task of photographer at all our events.  An  
especially big thank you to Barbara for framing the pictures of the Hope Services Band, who are also  
clients of that organization.  The looks on their faces were priceless when they viewed their pictures. 
 
I am very grateful to all the members who submitted charity suggestions for 2019 funding.  We had 15  
submissions, the most we have had in years.   If we funded them all, we would need a special lamp to rub  
and the genie would have to grant us a little over $500,000.   
 
Our budget for 2019 will be $300,000.  Please do not be disappointed if your charity is not selected.  I leave 
the selection job to Chevalier Fran Harvey’s committee.  The selections will be presented for approval to the 
council soon, and then we will announce the ones that were selected to all the members. 
 
Please mark your calendar for upcoming events: 
April 26 - Aspirant Reception at the St. Francis Yacht Club 
April 27 - Investiture at Grace Cathedral, and Dinner at the Mark Hopkins Hotel, San Francisco         
May 17 - Golf Tournament at Cinnabar Hills Golf Club 
September 7 - Summer Garden Party at the Saratoga Home of Chevalier Dan and Charmaine Warmenhoven 
 
If you have not paid your oblations, please do so at this time. I want to thank all of you for your continued 
support.  I Look forward to seeing you at the Investiture. 
 
Yours in St. John, 
 
Christopher Citti,  
Commander, St Joseph Commandery 

http://www.sosjwestusa.org/
http://www.sosjinternational.org/


 

On December 13th, the beautiful Los Gatos home of Chevalier Lin Krebs and Dame Carol Krebs was 

the setting for the St. Joseph Commandery annual Christmas party.  The home was beautifully deco-

rated inside and out with lovely Christmas trees and decorations.   

The festive evening, attended by most of the Commandery members and their spouses, included a full 

bar in the ballroom of the home and a spectacular buffet, which was sponsored by the members of the 

St. Joseph Commandery Council. 

Entertainment for the evening included the singing of Christmas carols and the music of the New 

Hope Band.  The band is a rock band comprised of individuals with special needs, including autism, 
Down syndrome and other developmental disabilities. They play a wide range of music from the 
1950’s to the present, with talented musicians and singers.  The band is amazing and is always enter-

taining. 

 

The Commandery Christmas Party 



The Commandery Christmas Party 



The Commandery Christmas Party 



Save The Dates 

St. Joseph Commandery Annual Golf Tournament 

May 17, 2019 

Don't miss this premium golf experience at Cinnabar Hills Golf Club, home of   

“The Best Golf in the Silicon Valley”.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

More details coming soon. 

St. Joseph Commandery Summer Garden Party 

September 7, 2019 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Join us at the home of Dan and Charmaine Warmenhoven  

for an evening of food, friends, and fun. 

More details coming soon. 

 



The Sobrato Pavilion 

The Sobrato Pavilion is the newest wing of Santa Clara Valley 
Medical Center. It expands the nationally-recognized, state-of
-the-art inpatient Rehabilitation Center for brain injury, spinal 
cord injury, and stroke patients. This six-floor facility features 
an adult intensive care unit, progressive care unit, therapy  
services, 64 private rehabilitation rooms, therapy gym and 
pools, and an impressive indoor garden atrium to provide  
serenity and peace for visitors.  The Sobrato Pavilion has 168 
private spacious patient rooms outfitted with the latest  
technology. The Outdoor Terrain Park allows patients to  
safely re-learn everyday skills such as walking on curbs, stairs 
and slippery surfaces, or navigating a wheelchair on various 
surfaces, such as gravel or sand. 
 
Santa Clara Valley Medical Center, in partnership with the 
Valley Medical Center Foundation, partnered with the Andrea 
Schwartz Gallery to curate the art program for the Sobrato  
Pavilion. Together, over 45 art pieces were selected to  
promote a positive patient experience that will offer comfort, 
support well-being, respect diversity, lift the human spirit, and 
instill a sense of optimism.  All artwork was paid for by  
donations from the community to the Valley Medical Center 
Foundation. 
 
This beautiful rehabilitation center was partially funded by a 
large donation from the Sobrato family.  The Outdoor Terrain 
Park was the result of donations from St. Joseph  
Commandery. The donation wall proudly displays the Sobrato 
name, the Sovereign Order of St. John, Knights Hospitaller 
name as well as the names of other generous members of St. 
Joseph Commandery. 

http://vmcfoundation.org/
http://vmcfoundation.org/


Parisi House on the Hill 

Dame Dr. Melody Lynd recently delivered some very special 

gifts to the women of Parisi house.  The gifts of tiaras, gift 

cards and toys were very much appreciated by the women of 

the Parisi House and their children.  

Parisi House on the Hill is Santa Clara County’s first mother-

and-child residential alcohol and drug treatment facility, allow-

ing mothers to focus on their six-month treatment program  

without the emotional distraction caused when separated from 

their child. Parisi House provides living facilities for 20 moth-

ers and 22 children (up to age 5) who have made the choice to 

end the cycle of substance abuse. 

Chevalier Joseph Parisi and Dame Dr. Melody Lynd are both 
members of St. Joseph Commandery. 

In Memoriam 

Rhett Hart was born in Chicago and spent summers in Indiana with his 

two brothers and three sisters on Lake Wawasee, where his  

lifelong love of watersports began.  After proudly serving as a  

Submariner in the U.S. Navy and attending college in Denver, he head-

ed west in his early twenties, became a “Native” San  

Franciscan and established a career in the Group Health Industry.   

With his passion for helping others, Rhett became deeply involved in local charitable, non-

profit and social organizations, leaving a rich legacy of involvement in both areas.  He was 

proud of his roles with the U.S. Marine Corps Devil Pups Organization and the Guardsmen, 

both of which served youths.  He was a valued Knight of Grace in the Sovereign Order of St. 

John of Jerusalem, Knights Hospitaller.  Rhett was a member of the Western Military  

Commandery and served as one of the two Marshals of the April 2018 Investiture Service in 

San Francisco. 



Investiture Weekend for the Priories of the  

Western United States and San Francisco Bay Area  

April 26-27 2019 

 

April 26 - Aspirant’s Reception St. Francis Yacht Club 

April 27 - Aspirant’s Breakfast 

April 27 - Investiture Grace Cathedral 

April 27 - Investiture Gala Mark Hopkins Hotel 

 

Thank you to Bob Avery who graciously provided 

photographs for our newsletter. 

International Website 

The International Website has become one of our most important tools.  The focus of this website is to provide information 

for members and potential new members.  The Commandery Profile is a particularly important tool when our Aspirants are 

looking for information about our Sovereign Order and especially about the work of our St. Joseph Commandery.  To use this 

website, you must go to http://SOSJInternational.org/register/ and fill in the requested data and set up your own password.  

Please register today. 

Other Investitures  

Vancouver– June 8, 2019 

Commandery of the Sierras - June 22. 2019 

Glasgow—August 24, 2019 

Tampere—August 31, 2019 

Cleveland—October 12, 2019 

Victoria—October 19, 2019 

The Palm Beaches—November 9, 2019 

The Petition for Admission 

 

 

 

Each Petitioner to the Sovereign Order must complete a Petition for Admission form as issued by the Sovereign  

Order.  Additional form(s) may be required by a Local Unit who will take responsibility for preparation, completion 

and storage. 

The Petition for Admission form must be signed by two Members of the Sovereign Order who have known the  

Aspirant for a minimum of two years as Guarantors.  The Petition for Admission form must be submitted to the Unit 

of the Sovereign Order within the domicile of the Petitioner and addressed to the head of the Unit. 

The Petition for Admission is approved and accepted by the appropriate Grand Prior after due process.   

 

http://SOSJInternational.org/register/

