
Sovereign Order Of

Knights Hospitaller
ST. JOHN OF JERUSALEM

 c.1048

Pro Fide, Pro Utilitate Hominum
For Faith, For Service to Humanity

The Vancouver Commandery

2021 Investiture

After a regretable but necessary 
postponement in 2020, a combined 
Investiture of 2020 and 2021 Aspirants 
took place at Vancouver’s majestic Christ 
Church Cathedral. Because of COVID 
guidelines attendence by the public was 
limited. Congratulations to all who were 
invested into the Sovereign Order and to 
those Knights and Dames who received 
promotions and honours today. 

Thirteen Aspirants were invested 
including one member from the  Ontario 
Commandery. Also ceremony numerous 
Promotions, Honours, Inductions and 
Elevations were  also recognized. The 
ceremony ended with the Seaforth 
Highlanders of Canada Pipe Band 
accompanied by Rupert Lang, Cathedral 
organist playing Highland Cathedral. 

The ceremony was officiated by H.E. 
Conventural Bailiff Grand Marshal 
Richard D. Earthy, GCSJ, MMSJ. Other 
Principal Officiating Officers were  
Grand Commander, H. E. Conventual 
Bailiff Grand Commander Ian Reid, 
GCSJ, MMSJ And Bar, Grand Prior Of 
Canada, H.E. Bailiff Grand Prior Stewart 
Johnston, GCSJ, Prior Of Mainland 
British Columbia, H.E. Bailiff Prior 
Anne Kathleen Rowland, GCSJ, MMSJ, 
Vancouver Commander, Commander 
David Gilmore Hunt, KJSJ.

The ceremony ended with the Seaforth 
Highlanders of Canada Pipe Band 
accompanied by Rupert Lang, Cathedral 
organist playing Highland Cathedral.

Thank you to all who attended. It was a 
memorable event for all.



About the Sovereign Order

The Sovereign Order of St. John of Jerusalem, Knights Hospitaller is a Christian, Chivalric, Ecumenical International 
community that began with the founding of a hospital in Jerusalem in the mid-11th Century.

The original Hospitaller Brothers served the poor of all origins and faiths at no cost.  Pope Innocent IV later 
sanctioned a military role for the Brothers, in addition to their Hospitaller mission.  And they became known as 
the Knights Hospitaller with bases across Europe and around the Mediterranean. 

Today the Sovereign Order continues to serve the sick and the poor of all faiths and origins, through its 
Commanderies, operating as Registered Charities. The Vancouver Commandery provides significant financial 
support and leadership for hospice and palliative care initiatives as well as programs to support the sick, poor 
and marginalized throughout the province of British Columbia.

Persons invited to enter the Sovereign Order are recognized for their achievements and contributions to their 
community, as well as their desire to contribute to the goals of the Sovereign Order. 

PRESIDING OFFICER
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HANS-CHRISTIAN BERNHARD 
WOLFGANG BEHM 

Hans-Christian was born on the 
estate at Gut Gross Thurow, Holstein, 
Germany, and now lives on Bowen 
Island. Hans-Christian lists his 
profession as Architectural Designer, 
Inventor and Homebuilder. He also 
holds a diploma in printmaking.

His career is as varied as his interests and he is acclaimed 
in all of them.   As early as 1969 he was invited by the 
Royal Ontario Museum and the National Design Center to 
exhibit the world’s first Polyurethane Foam furniture, the 
“Vancouver Chair”. In 2002 he was invited to showcase 
his design at the Vancouver Art Gallery in a retrospective 
exhibition. He also designed the first “Passiv Haus” 
constructed with Canada’s Western Platform Method which 
became a technical design study subject.

While many people call themselves an inventor, Hans-
Christian IS one. His forte is turbine power. As the holder 
of multiple patents, he has designed the Adjustable Weir 
Technology, a method for hydro dam owners and operators 
to generate more power without using more water,   and 
has also expanded the technology by adding a Failsafe 
Water Supply to the system and a Response Technology 
to the turbine manufacturer’s monitoring of the changing 
conditions in the turbine chambers. Hans-Christian’s work 
has attracted the attention of two of the world’s largest 

turbine producers who want to test his  technology in their 
laboratories.

Hans-Christian has been a volunteer since 1969 beginning 
with co-founding St. Marks German Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in Vancouver. He has been Chair of St. John’s United 
Church, Vancouver West End, and was a palliative care 
volunteer at Lions Gate Hospital.

Bowen Island has greatly benefited from Hans-Christian’s 
work there, as he is one of the authors of the Bowen Island 
Motherhood Statement, a co-founder of the Bowen Island 
Community School, a treasurer of the Bowen Island Rod 
and Gun Club, founder of the Bowen Island Arts Council, 
co-founder of the Bowen Island Community Foundation 
and the Bowen Island Conservancy, has been instrumental 
in Howe Sound cleanup and preventing logging on Crown 
land and as an Arts delegate on the Cultural Masterplan 
Creation Committee. 

Hand-Christian is a vital member of the Bowen Island 
Community and has been recognized as such.  He has been 
awarded the title of Honorary Life Member of the Bowen 
Island Arts Council and has been nominated both in 2018 
and 2019 as Bowen Island’s Citizen of the Year.

While devoting much of his life to community service, 
perhaps his greatest achievement is raising a caring and 
successful family.

Guarantors: Chevalier Michael Kaile, KCSJ  and Chevalier David 
McLean, OBC, KJSJ

REVEREND DOUGLAS FENTON
Douglas is an Anglican priest and 

currently serves as the Executive 
Archdeacon/Archdeacon of Vancouver 
in the Anglican Diocese of New 
Westminster.  He has been in this role 
for eight years.   Prior to returning to 
Vancouver he worked nine years with 
The Episcopal Church of New York City 

developing and supporting young adult programming both 
nationally and internationally.   Before that Douglas spent 
twenty years in parish and university ministry including four 
years at St James Church in the Downtown Eastside.

He is Metis/Norwegian/British and grew up in Northwestern 
Ontario on a small mixed farm and a trapline.  Following high 
school, he studied clinical psychology and English literature 
at Lakehead University and at St John’s College at the 
University of Manitoba.   After a year away from academics in 
pipeline construction, he returned to St John’s College and 
completed a Master of Divinity and a certificate in alcohol 
and drug dependency counselling at The Smith Clinic in 
Thunder Bay.   In 2014 he was awarded a Doctor of Divinity 

(honoris causa) by St. John’s College for both his work 
with dismantling racism and developing the young adult 
ministry.

He was the founding President of The Coming Home 
Society which was established to provide supportive 
housing and counselling for young Indigenous women 
wanting access to alcohol and drug treatment and to 
reconnect with their children and families.  He is also the 
coordinator and lead trainer in the diocesan Dismantling 
Racism programme.

His interests include travel, gardening, ballet, theatre 
and genealogy.

Douglas is married to Keith Landherr whom he met on 
his first day arriving into New York City in 2002.

Douglas is interested in the work that the Sovereign 
Order of St John is committed to in providing high quality 
hospice care.  He is particularly aware of the need in the 
Downtown Eastside.  

Guarantors: Prelate The Very Reverend Peter G. Elliott, KJSJ 
and Prelate The Venerable John Bailey, KCSJ
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PASTOR DAVID GUSTAFSON
Occupationally, Dave is Executive 

Director of Fraser Region Community 
Justice Initiatives Association (FRCJIA) 
in Langley, B.C. Canada, an Adjunct 
Professor in the School of Criminology 
at SFU and a Registered Clinical 
Counsellor (RCC) specializing in family 
reconciliation, trauma recovery & 
resilience and post-traumatic growth 

(especially for survivors of violent crime).  
Vocationally, Dave is first of all, a pastor, and one ‘rich’ in 

most of what matters most to him: valued relationships and 
opportunity to make meaningful contributions in areas of his 
life-long passions.   These include creating and implementing 
social structures and restorative criminal justice models that 
contribute to the healing and wellbeing of people touched by 
them through the aegis of the non-profit organization Dave 
directs, assisting others through his private clinical practice 
(trauma survivors, in the main) to discover their own gifts, to 
rekindle hope, to grow and to flourish, and helping prepare 
and enable other caregivers, leaders and peace and justice-
making practitioners to serve others to the best of their 
abilities.   Examples would include the Critical Incident Stress 

Management (CISM) sessions Dave provides hospital 
and clinical staff throughout the Fraser Health Region 
as well as on-going training and interventions for the 
caregivers sheltering hundreds of otherwise homeless 
persons through Vancouver’s Community Builders 
Group. 

Dave is drawn to the Sovereign Order of the Knights 
of St. John of Jerusalem, Knights Hospitaller because of 
the Sovereign Order’s values and service commitments, 
finding them inspiring and challenging and much 
in accord with the things to which Dave aspires.   He 
hopes to engage others of the Order in a dream of his 
to establish a hospice for dying prisoners, providing for 
them in their final days a place free of judgement, full of 
compassion, and the gift of dignity in dying. 

In what time remains, Dave is an avid sailor and a 
fervent ‘wannabe’ in areas as disparate as: social justice 
and justice reform (especially in Latin America), fine-
woodworking, classical music, blues guitar, and desire 
to test his celestial navigation skills somewhere under 
the Southern Cross. 

Guarantors: Prelate The Very Reverend Peter G. Elliott, KJSJ 
and Prelate The Venerable John Bailey, KCSJ

REVEREND MARILYN HAMES
Marilyn is a retired civil/mechanical/

structural engineer and Anglican 
priest.  For many years she combined a 
technical career and executive positions 
in two major international companies 
with informal chaplaincy to the mining 
and business communities, while also 
volunteering as a parish priest and 

spiritual director.   All her church work has been a voluntary 
labour of love, hence her non-stipendiary designation, but her 
employers made it possible by their flexibility and support.  

In the wake of disasters, Marilyn was called on to provide 
both engineering advice as well as trauma-counselling and 
spiritual help—for example in Kyrgyzstan after a helicopter 
crashed into the Himalayas while ferrying workers from a 
construction site, or in Montana after a landslide.  Care for, and 
a sense of closeness to, folk dealing with death motivated her 
to apply to the SOSJ.  

With a B.Sc. in Engineering, plus chartered or professional 
status on three continents, she also holds an M.Div., M.A. Celtic 
Studies, and D.Min. in Spirituality.  Onetime Ecumenical Officer 
for the Diocese of New Westminster, she has facilitated retreats 
and workshops on prayer and meditation, and provided 

leadership in Christian education on topics such as: 
the Basis of Belief, Faith in the Workplace and Christian 
Symbolism in Art.  Trained in spiritual direction, she has 
helped people in the Church, in boardrooms and offices, 
underground at mines and in remote construction 
camps.  

Raised in Wales, Marilyn continues Welsh language 
studies.   However, with a life-long passion for art, she 
now tries to capture life’s journey through watercolours 
that use landscapes and natural features as symbols for 
the spiritual life.   
Guarantors: Prelate The Very Reverend Peter G. Elliott, KJSJ 
and Prelate The Venerable John Bailey, KCSJ
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KIRK HAMILTON
Kirk has focused his career on the 

challenge of new technology adoption.   
Currently as an Executive-in-Residence 
for Innovate BC, he teaches and coaches 
Clean Technology entrepreneurs in 
Foresight Clean Technology Accelerator.   
He is an early stage Angel Investor in a 
variety of BC based start-up technology 

businesses and a Board member of WUTIF Capital which has 
invested in over 120 young technology companies.   Through 
his ‘CEO Growth Coach’ consulting practice he helps tech 
entrepreneurs ‘scale-up’ their companies with faster market 
growth, improved productivity and reduced cost. 

Prior to taking on a coaching role, Kirk‘s CEO assignments 
were to transform a number of public and private technology 
companies from a loss position to profitability.  During his career, 
the scope of his assignments ranged from the repositioning 
and turnaround of a global provider of smart card equipment 
and software solutions, NBS Technologies Inc for Brookfield, 
to major telecom start-up operations with leading wireless 

technology for BCE and others, to turnaround projects 
of manufacturing operations within GE Canada.  

Kirk is a graduate of Electrical Engineering from 
McGill and received his MBA from the Rotman School 
of Business at University of Toronto.  

In his volunteer activities he supports young 
technology entrepreneurs in BC and has included, as 
Church Warden, supporting his parish’s creation and 
funding of the 16 bed Dorothy Ley Hospice in Toronto’s 
west end and heading a Toronto chapter of Heart & 
Stroke Foundation. 

Kirk enjoys travel, nature and many outdoor sports 
with his spouse, Dame Heather Hamilton and these 
days has the joy of experiencing them with his eight 
grandchildren.

Guarantors: H.E. Conventual Bailiff Grand Marshal Richard 
D. Earthy, GCSJ, MMSJ and H.E. Bailiff Prior Anne Kathleen 
Rowland, GCSJ, MMSJ

CHARLIE KIERS
By profession, Charlie is a realtor/

owner of Keller Williams Realty 
Vancentral. Highly accomplished, he has 
been recognized by his peers as a Master 
Medallion Member and a Top 1 % Single 
Agent from 2016 to the present.  He is a 
graduate of the Sauder School of Business 
and Real Estate Trading Services. 

Charlie is a husband to Lesley and father to Carter. He strives 
to continually improve his  skills in negotiation, effective 
communication, conflict resolution, leadership, decision making, 
time management, and so much more.  These are all skills that 
relate equally well to family life as to a professional one. 

Charlie is a part-time stand-up comedian who brings humour 
into many situations when needed. See above. 

Charlie lives in gratitude for the blessings he has received 
and believes strongly in giving back to society both with his 
time and his money. Charlie enjoys working with people and 
organizations which help communities to not just survive but to 
thrive.  Along with his people and organizational skills, Charlie is 
also a fundraiser.

He volunteers with not-for-profit organizations, schools, and 
community associations. Amongst his many roles he has served 
as a Board Member for the Burrardview Community Association, 
a Board Member for the Hastings Sunrise Community Policing 
Centre (for the last seven years) and as a Fundraising and 

Communications Chair for the Hastings Sunrise 
Community Policing Centre. He has also served the 
BC Childrens Hospital Foundations Childrens Circle 
of Wonder. As an active Dad, Charlie has served on 
the Parent Advisory Council for Hastings Elementary 
School from 2102-2017 and has served and still serves 
as a Mentor to Futurpreneur Canada.

Charlie has empathy for the suffering and their families 
and caregivers. Through his own life lessons, he has 
endured the death of his father, has his mother in nursing 
care and two aunts in hospice.  These experiences have 
given him a great appreciation for the importance of 
excellent palliative and hospice care that he believes 
should be available to all of those in need of it.

Guarantors: Chevalier Daryl E. Rock, KJSJ and Commander 
David Gilmore Hunt, KJSJ
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LORNITA KONG
Lornita (Lori) Kong was born in 

Edmonton, Alberta. Now living in 
Toronto, she started her career as a 
project manager for BMC Software. 
Currently, she offers leadership in 
Operational and IT related projects, 
Digital Marketing, Governance and 

Business Frameworks to start-up organizations especially 
in the areas of financial technology and Blockchain by 
providing freelance consulting services. This has resulted in 
her working with companies across the globe.  

In addition to excelling in her career, she has offered her 
skills to multiple community charity projects, helping them 
build solutions for viable financial distribution models that 
efficiently raise capital, support the charity organizations and 
equitably allocate funds to various programs. Volunteering 

as a board member for Ability Online, she has provided 
leadership in social media outreach and marketing. 
Ability Online aims to connect youth with disabilities to 
each other and the world around them by providing an 
online social network. They work to reduce the stigma of 
being different and support increasing self-esteem and 
self-confidence. 

Lornita has recently founded Crypto4Charity. As a 
leader in Blockchain technology, she aims to leverage 
cryptocurrency fundraising opportunities to benefit 
children with disabilities. 

Her academic education was taken at Grant MacEwan 
College in Edmonton, Simon Fraser University in 
Vancouver and Ryerson University in Toronto. 

Guarantors: Chevalier Daryl E. Rock, KJSJ and Commander 
Melanie P. Rock, DCSJ

DR. VLADIMIR KRAJINA
There is a special place in our Order 

for those who seek neither financial 
gain, promotions or awards but 
instead know their vocation to be of 
service to humanity and spend their 
entire professional service in caring 
for their fellow beings. 

Vladimir wrote a one sentence but very profound 
statement in his petition; “As a care giver, physician, my life 
is firmly dedicated to serve others in everyway”. What greater 
dedication could there be?

Vladimir has a B.Sc. and a M.Sc. and became an M.D. in 
1971 graduating from Dalhousie University. He has spent the 
last 44 years as an Emergency Room Physician at Burnaby 
General Hospital serving his community in the fast-paced 
world of emergency medicine. When you are frightened 
and in pain and find yourself in an Emergency Room,  an 
experienced physician with caring embedded in his soul, 
Dr. Krajina must be a comforting and welcoming sight to 
patients and their families.

Renowned for his professionalism and experience, 
Vladimir is a valuable resource to other physicians and has 
served for 10 years as President of Medical Staff and for 
4 years as President of the Emergency Section of the BC 
Medical Association.

Vladimir may have written the briefest of Petitions 
to date but his words and dedication to humanity are 
shown not in his words but in his deeds.  We look forward 
to welcoming him into our Order, getting to know him 
and benefitting from his caring and experience.

Guarantors: Chevalier Patrick Roy Bonney, KSJ and 
Commander David Gilmore Hunt, KJSJ
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REVEREND CHRISTINE MAGREGA
Chris is a Deacon of the Anglican 

Church, serving at St. Augustine’s, 
Marpole, without stipend but fulfilled 
by her love of God and her service 
to her parishioners. Committed to 
serving God’s sick and poor, she 
spends much of her time with her 
parishioners giving pastoral care and, 

prior to the global pandemic, she engaged with those in 
need at the Church’s community meals, a local Thrift Shop, 
Food Bank and the church’s outreach programs.  During the 
pandemic, Chris’ ministry continues with modifications.   
Chris is also a talented speaker and when she is giving a 
sermon there is no snoozing in the pews as she is known for 
her ability to bring Biblical scripture to life making it seem 
fresh and relevant to modern daily life. 

Chris heard the call to religious life at an early age. 
Following her graduation from High School, she entered the 
Order of the Sisters of St. Joseph, a Roman Catholic Order, 
in St. Augustine, Florida. After a period of discernment, she 
decided to go to Florida State University where she obtained 
a master’s degree in Speech Pathology. Over the next 42 
years of her career until she retired, Chris worked in both the 
provision and supervision of services to a wide range of the 

population but her first and enduring love was working 
with children who had a variety of speech and language 
delays or disorders. 

Along the way, Chris worked at Auburn University in 
Alabama where she met Chevalier Dennis Magrega. Dennis 
was a doctoral student and Chris was a clinical supervisor 
in the AU Communication Disorders Department. They 
fell in love and eventually moved to Vancouver. When 
Chris left Auburn, many of her patients and families were 
devastated. They knew they would never receive the 
unique kind of caring and skill with which Chris treated 
her patients.  Chris was so treasured there is now a well-
established graduate fellowship at AU in Chris’s name 
which is given annually to a student in the Department 
who shows the same passion and potential for success in 
clinical work with young children.

In the early 2000’s, Chris revisited her call from the 
Church and after considerable study was ordained a 
Deacon in the Anglican Church in 2010.   She loves what 
she does and the things she can do for others, still serving 
the children and adults in her community.

Guarantors: H.E. Conventual Bailiff Grand Marshal Richard 
D. Earthy, GCSJ, MMSJ and H.E. Bailiff Prior Anne Kathleen 
Rowland, GCSJ, MMSJ

DAVID MACGROTTY
David, his wife Dame Karen Baker-

MacGrotty., and their two children, 
Alysia and Matthew, live their life 
guided by their family motto, “Non 
ut sibi ministretur sed ut minister” 
or “Not to be served but to serve”. 
The mission and vision of the family 
is guided by this and forms the 

foundation of their daily lives. 
Professionally, David is a commercial insurance agent 

and president of a number of private companies, a senior 
consultant/partner in IndigeCorp (Indigenous First Nations 
Consulting to BC based clients), a senior advisor/partner 
with a company doing soil remediation in Germany.

In between working, raising a family, and travelling the 
world, David has blended into his life and that of his family, 
a lifetime of volunteerism, serving on numerous boards and 
associations. He is the longest serving member of the Hyack 
Festival in New Westminster (serving since 1985), Past Chair 
of the New West Salmonbellies Alumni Society, Chair since 
2008 of the Royal Agricultural and InsuareiL Aoxiwry, Member 
and Chair of the Philippines Canada Trade Council, and Chair 

since 1986 of the Royal Lancers. The MacGrotty family 
have created family bursaries and scholarships at the 
Justice Institute of BC, Douglas Collage, Hyack Festival, 
and the Royal Westminster Regiment the members and 
their children. Other favourite charities include local 
hospital foundations, youth orchestras, and St Johns 
Ambulance Cadets. 

David is also a committed fan and supporter of Winter 
Olympics and has worked for NBC for three months each 
Olympics. David was Matt Lauer’s driver/aide during 
Vancouver 2010, Gary Bettman and NHL.com executive 
driver/aide during Sochi and an aid in Pyeong Chang 
2018 in Korea. NBC always gives him his birthday off as an 
added enticement to lure him back for the next Olympics.

David’s hobbies include Lacrosse, fishing, and golfing 
(when he has time). He is also an avid boxing/sumo/NFL 
sports fan, and a culture vulture with interests including 
symphony, rock, rap to opera, ballet, kabuki, noh, live 
theatre, Broadway/ national art museums and visiting 
churches/temples/shrines around the world. 

Guarantors: Chevalier Dean Duperron, KSJ and Chevalier 
Thomas Dann Konkin, KJSJ
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STACY FRANK ROBERTSON
Stacy is a lawyer, currently working 

as a Senior Enforcement Lawyer with 
the Investment Industry Regulatory 
Organization of Canada which 
oversees all investment dealers and 
trading activity on debt and equity 
marketplaces in Canada.

In addition to securities work, 
Stacy has also served as a Board member on the Hastings 
Park Conservancy board, as a panel member of Employment 
assistance Appeal Tribunal hearing appeals of B.C.’s social 
assistance legislation, and various professional legal 
organizations. With an interest in politics, Stacy has served 
as a volunteer on Federal, Provincial, and Municipal election 
campaigns and as a Returning Officer with the Vancouver 
NPA AGM Board of Directors.

Parenting, mentoring, and supporting children is Stacy’s 
passion. Stacy makes this happen by hands on involvement 
as a coach and in governance of bodies committed to 
children’s welfare.  He is a coach and Board member of the 
Hastings Little League, a coach in Minor Lacrosse Association, 
and safety person in the Vancouver Minor Hockey League. 
Stacy is also a School Trustee, and a PAC member at Hastings 
Community Elementary School and serves as a British 
Columbia School Sport Board Member and Member of 
Eligibility Appeals Committee. Involving children in sports, 
including underprivileged and marginalized children, has 

been a powerful tool to instilling self-confidence and 
dedication to them.  

Our Mission Statement which speaks to our obligation 
to help our fellow man particularly the Lord’s sick 
and poor, resonates strongly with Stacy. Living in East 
Vancouver and by serving its children he has seen the 
devastation of poverty daily. Through his commitment to 
education, sport, and mentorship, to children he not only 
changes their lives but finds increased fulfillment in his 
own.
Guarantors: Chevalier George W. Higgins, KGSJ and Dame 
Heather J. Hamilton, DJSJ

THE VERY REVEREND DR. 
CHRISTOPHER A. PAPPAS

Chris has been the Rector of 
Christ Church Cathedral and Dean 
of the Diocese of New Westminster 
since 2020. Prior to that he was the 
Archdeacon for Congregational 
Development in the Anglican Diocese 
of Edmonton and Rector of Holy 

Trinity Anglican Church.  Chris has served parishes in Rhode 
Island, Connecticut and Alberta. His focus is on leadership 
development and congregational growth.

Prior to Church service, Chris worked as a Research Scientist 
at the Yale University School of Medicine and as the Assistant 
Secretary of the State for Connecticut. Chris received a B.S. 
in Biology from Trinity College in Hartford, CT, a Ph.D. In 
Biomedical Science: Neuroscience from UConn, a M.Div. from 
Yale Divinity School, a Certificate in Anglican Studies from 
Berkeley Divinity School at Yale, and a D.Min. in Congregational 
Studies at Church Divinity School of the Pacific. 

He enjoys reading, exercise, hiking, snow shoeing, and 
board games. Chris is fan of Monty Python, most sports 
especially NCAA basketball, and particularly UConn 
Huskies basketball. He is also a big supporter of theatre 
and the arts.

Chris has served on many civic and community boards 
and commissions, as well as on a number National Church 
committees including as co-chair of the National Worship 
Conference. Chris  is a strong proponent of ecumenism 
and int erfaith activities, and served the soldiers of the 
South Albert Light Horse as the regimental church padre 
and currently does the same for the British Columbia 
Regiment. He is active in promoting the Arts, supporting 
those who have served in the military and in building 
community.

Guarantors: Prelate The Very Reverend Peter G. Elliott, KJSJ 
and Prelate The Venerable John Bailey, KCSJ
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MARVIN ROSS VINCENT 
STORROW, OBC, QC

Marvin is a lawyer, called to the Bar 
in 1963 and is currently practicing 
at Blake, Cassels, and Graydon. He 
has worked as both a prosecutor and 
a defence counsel. Over the last 49 
years of his career, he has practiced in 

many levels of court in the North West Territories and every 
province except Price Edward Island. The penultimate court 
for any litigator is the Supreme Court of Canada and Marvin 
has appeared there several times. Throughout his career he 
has taught, donated, organized, and lead the legal profession.  
He is a Life Bencher with the Law Society of British Columbia, 
is recognized as a national expert, and has hundreds of his 
cases reported in legal journals and data bases. In addition to 
litigating cases, Marvin is also a Charter Arbitrator practising 
Alternate Dispute Resolution wherein the parties avoid going 
to court and instead place their evidence and arguments 
before an experienced practitioner with an Arbitration 
designation and agree to abide by the Arbitrator’s decision.

Although one of the most nationally acclaimed lawyers in 
Canada, Marvin has dedicated much of his time and skill to 
defending the poor, most notably those that gather around 
Main and Hastings Streets in Vancouver. Marvin has great 
sympathy for them and an appreciation for their circumstances 
which may bring them into conflict with police and society. 
Over the last several years he has defended hundreds of them 
before the courts while charging no fees for his services. 

Another of Marvin’s interests in encouraging and supporting 
indigenous peoples in their pursuit of higher education. 
Marvin is a Director and Executive member of An Educational 
Endowment for Aboriginal Justice, at the Faculty of Law 
in Victoria. He and his wife, Caroline, are the founders of 
an annual scholarship in law given to a student in the First 
Nations Program at the University of British Columbia, and 
provincially,  he is a member of the Aboriginal Law Student 
Scholarship Trust for the Canadian Bar Association of B.C.

Marvin has also served the community through sport, 
starting out as the stick boy and mascot for the very first 
Vancouver Canuck hockey team in the 1945-1946 season.  
Later he became legal counsel to the National Hockey League 
in Western Canada. He is also a football fan and a member of 
the Bobby Ackles’ B.C. Lions Waterboys Club, and with a keen 
interest in tennis, he has served as a Director of Tennis British 
Columbia.  Marvin was involved in the Vancouver Olympics 

and Para—Olympics and worked extensively to promote 
the Vancouver Bid, as an arbitrator for the Olympics and 
as a volunteer. 

He is proud to have been chosen to carry the 2010 
Winter Olympics Torch on February 11th, 2010 at the 
University of British Columbia. More recently, in 2021 
Marvin was awarded the Order of British Columbia in 
recognition of his contribution to his community and the 
Legal Profession.

Marvin has had and is still having a wonderful and 
varied career. Although having won accolades and 
awards that fill pages,  Marvin is still committed to 
sharing the benefit of his experiences and blessings with 
his community.

Guarantors: Chevalier Robin A.W. Elliott, KCJSJ, MMSJ and 
Chevalier John Ernest McGee, CD, KCJSJ
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Recognitions and Promotions – June 24, 2021 
As you are aware , the Vancouver Commandery moved our Celebrations of Annual Promotions to follow the St. John the 
Baptist Day celebrations on June 24, 2021.  By announcing our promotions following the church service, we had adequate 
time to fully acknowledge the service of those being promoted.                Yours in St. John, Commander David Hunt KJSJ

HONOURABLE MENTION
Dame Clara Agopian – For contributing to the success of the 
Christmas Cheer for Charity Event and active membership on the 
Social and Events Committee. She is consistently a significant 
financial supporter to ongoing events. 
Dame Diana Barkley – A key member of Hospitaller Committee, 
Diana has provided leadership in the success of both the Christmas 
Cheer for Charity and the Hike4Hospice. She has also lent her 
many talents to the SCM2022 Planning Committee.
Chevalier Howie Charters – In addition to ensuring our St. John 
Hospice is being properly maintained, Howie is also Chair of 
our Commandery Foundation. He is a generous but watchful 
of Foundation finances while keeping a keen eye to future 
Commandery projects. 
Chevalier Don Foster – Our enthusiastic Vice Marshal, who with 
Marshal Teresa Mitchell-Banks, has worked diligently crafting a 
major 2021 Investiture to fit a Covid or a Covid Free Event. 
Chevalier David Hardwick – Sadly, we lost David this year. We 
salute his passion, advice, generosity, ongoing event support, 
good humour and support of our Commandery’s mission to his 
last breath. 
Chevalier George Higgins – Invested in 2018, George accepted the 
Membership Chair and has contributed significantly to the SCM 
Planning Committee. He has just received an Award of Excellence 
from the LPC for his contributions to the Grand Priory of Canada 
Visual Identity Committee.
Chevalier Terry Holland – For managing the finances of the 
Commandery and the Foundation, Terry has performed this role 
quietly, behind the scenes for several years. We are grateful for the 
solid financial foundation his work provides the Commandery.
Chevalier Rob Isaac – For his tireless activity on behalf of the 
Hospitaller Committee and greatly adding to the success of the 
Christmas Cheer for Charity and the Hike4Hospice Events, Rob has 
provided great support to our Investitures and is generous in his 
donations and skilled at finding great prizes for our events
Dame Valerie Jenkinson – For assuming the Co-Chair position 
of the challenging  MAiD project and providing her leadership, 
writing and editing skills in its completion and for assisting the 
Commander in refining our strategic plan. 
Chevalier John Jennings – For his major contributions as Co-Chair 
of the Almoner Committee and providing great support and advice 
to the many initiatives lead by Co Chair Susan Scott Gabe. He has 
amazing insight and managing skills have been essential to the 
Almoner’s success. 
Chevalier Michael Kaile – He has worked tirelessly with the 2020 
and 2022 Sovereign Council Meeting and Gala Hotels and related 
Venues. He is a great asset to the SCM Planning Committee
Aspirant Suzanne Lewis – An internationally known Paediatrician, 
sub-specializing in Genetics. She contributed an excellent piece 
on Ethics for the MAiD project and has accepted a position on the 
Almoner Committee. She will be invested in 2022.

Dame Jane Macdonald – For her active coordination of the three 
Food Sustaining Charities we supported for the Christmas Cheer for 
Charity Event, in addition to full and ongoing participation on the 
Hospitaller Committee.
Dame Teresa Mitchell-Banks – For her consistent commitment and 
service to the Commandery.  She has recently assumed the position 
of Marshal and has worked diligently in the planning and execution 
of our recent Investiture during the COVID restrictions.

Chevalier John Norton – As our Solicitor General we turn to John 
for a myriad of legal duties and sound advice. He quietly supports 
members and many others in distress and personally has been a 
great advisor to the Commandery. 
Chevalier John Rogers – He has assumed many leadership roles 
in the Commandery over the years, and recently spear-headed 
the Dugout Reconstruction on the DTES. His leadership and 
contributions earned him a position on their Board of Directors.
Chevalier Ross Sharp – He is another of our Historians and 
contributed an excellent piece to the recent MAiD project. He 
continues to sit on and advise  the Almoner Committee
Chevalier Marvin Storrow – With his wealth of legal knowledge 
and life experience he sits as a member of the Almoner Committee. 
He has made significant contributions to the MAiD Project and is 
passionate in supporting the DTES.  Marvin has recently been made 
a Member of the Order of BC.
Dame Susan Tufts – She has performed mammoth service for the 
Vancouver Commandery and the International SOSJ. She took on 
the leadership role for arranging registrations for the 2020 SCM. 
When the SCM 2020 was cancelled by Covid she encountered a very 
onerous role of managing refunds to four different continents.

CERTIFICATE OF RECOGNITION
Chevalier Hans Christian Behm – He has embraced the 
Commandery’s mission and has been providing service from the 
first day as Aspirant Liaison Rep for his Class, contributing his own 
art to the St John Hospice as well as providing support to the  Herald 
in the production of our quarterly newsletter.
Chevalier Charlie Edward Kiers – He has enthusiastically entered 
into a role of service to the Vancouver Commandery Hospitaller 
Committee and soon became its new Vice Chair.  Charlie was a 
major player in developing the 90 minute program for the Christmas 
Cheer Event. He has assumed the responsibility for developing a 
social media platform for this committee. 

PROMOTION
Chevalier Kevin Patrick O’Neill – Quietly behind the scenes he has 
been providing considerable time and expertise assisting HE Bailiff 
Grand Commander Ian Reid and Registrar General Dennis Magrega 
in several administrative matters concerning the International 
SOSJ. He has greatly assisted in resolving some pressing matters. 
Chevalier Kevin O’Neil is most deserving of promotion to the rank of 
Knight of Grace.
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Chevalier William Rogers – In spite of a busy work life, as a 
judge, William  is an active member of the Marshal’s Committee, 
Using his exceptional writing skills he was responsible in 
preparing the Aspirants’ biographies. Chevalier William Rogers 
is most deserving of promotion to the rank of Knight of Grace.
Prelate The Venerable William John Bailey – As a member of 
he Almoner Committee, he made major contributions to our 
Revised Mission Statement and an exceptional ambassador for 
charitable works in our Community. John has recently accepted 
the position of Chaplin to the Commandery Council advising the 
Council on spiritual matters and provide pastoral care if needed. 
Together with Prelate The Very Reverend Peter Elliott, he has 
identified and sponsored four outstanding experienced clergy 
candidates to our clergical membership. He is most deserving of 
promotion to the rank of Knight Commander of Grace
Chevalier Christopher Gaze – He continues to support the 
Vancouver Commandery, recently as the Master of Ceremonies 
for our Christmas Cheer for Charity fundraiser and more 
recently our Investiture Gala. His knowledge, experience and 
advice were invaluable in the planning and production of the 
event. Christopher will be working with our 2022 SCM Planning 
Committee to help arrange some entertainment through 
Bard on the Beach, where he is the Artistic Director Emeritus. 
Chevalier Christopher Gaze is most deserving of promotion to the 
Rank of Knight Commander of Grace  

Chevalier Dennis Magrega – He has been a staunch supporter 
of the Commandery since invested in 2009. First active on the 
Marshal’s Committee he rose to Vice Marshal. While Register 
General for the International Order Dennis streamlined a 
process to share the services of our excellent administrator, 
Sarah Turnbull, with the International Office including new 
processes for administration of files and records for both offices.  
Chevalier Dennis Magrega is most deserving of promotion to 
Knight Commander of Grace    

Chevalier Stephen Simpson – He has done excellent work as 
the Herald introducing more modernized internal and external 
communications products for our Commandery. We routinely 
share our Vancouver Commandery Herald resources with the 
International SOSJ, focusing on pivotal projects such as the 
SCM 2022 communications, the production of a new Regalia 
and Protocols brochure, and more recently a new Visual Identity 
system for the International SOSJ and Grand Priory of Canada. 
Chevalier Stephen Simpson is most deserving of promotion to the 
Rank of Knight Commander of Grace

Dame Heather Jane Hamilton – Heather plays a leadership role 
in most all of the Vancouver Commandery’s activities. She has 
been the Chair of the Social and Events Committee and, until 
recently, has been a member of  the Membership Committee. 
She also sits on the Hospitaller Committee, has played an active 
role in our Christmas Fundraiser and took the lead on the virtual 
Hike for Hospice project. With co-lead Diana Barkley, this event 
raised nearly $30,000 ($10,00 over the initial goal). Over the 
past years she has been an active member of the SCM 2020 and 
2022 Sovereign Council Meeting Planning Committee. She is 
contributing  member of the Commandery Council and recently 
accepted the position of Vice Commander. Dame Heather Hamilton 
is most deserving of promotion to the rank of Dame of Justice

Chevalier Sir John Robert Charles Cave-Browne-Cave – There are 
many moving parts to the planning and staging of a successful  SOSJ 
Investiture and Sir John is a master of managing the many details, 
guiding and coordinating participants to a successful outcome.  Sir 
John is an excellent leader, unflappable under pressure, always 
thoughtful, who possesses great people skills. He has been an 
exceptional Marshal for the Vancouver Commandery over the past 
four years. He has also been very active with the International 
SOSJ taking on the role of Master of Regalia, and Judge-at -Arms 
for Canada, the US, Europe and Australasia. Chevalier Sir John 
Cave-Browne-Cave is most deserving of promotion to the rank of 
Knight Commander of Justice

AWARD OF EXCELLENCE
Prelate The Very Reverend Peter Gordon Elliott – He continues 
to provide leadership in all spiritual aspects of the Vancouver 
Commandery and the International SOSJ. As Convener of the 
Ecclesiastical Committee for the 2020 SCM, under his chairmanship 
developed four seminal recommendations to facilitate each SOSJ 
Commandery to reflect on and more frequently practice their 
Christian Traditions. His recommendations have been accepted 
into the practices of the Vancouver Commandery. Together with 
Prelate The Venerable John Bailey, our Chaplin of the Vancouver 
Commandery Council, he has recruited four excellent clerical 
candidates as 2021 Aspirants. Prelate The Very Reverend Peter 
Elliott is most deserving of receiving an Award

Chevalier Jack McGee – He personifies the word service.  As a 
senior member in the Vancouver Commandery he continues to 
make significant contributions to the Vancouver Commandery 
and to the International SOSJ. In 2020 he became the Chair of the 
Sovereign Council Meeting Planning Committee. No small task but 
Jack effectively rose to the challenge. When the event had to be 
postponed, due to COVID, he and his team again rose to the task 
unwinding the many details and commitments involved and is now 
busy reconstructing the SCM for 2022 with his team. Chevalier Jack 
McGee is most deserving to receive an Award of Excellence  

AWARD OF EXCELLENCE (Bestowed by the Le Petit Consiel)
Chevalier Frank Anfield
Chevalier George Higgins
Chevalier Stephen Simpson 

MEDAL OF MERIT
Dame Susan Scott Gabe DCSJ – Quite simply Dame Scott Gabe 
has consistently and tirelessly provided exemplary service, above 
and beyond the call of duty. From her background as a Principal 
in the home nursing care field Susan has been captivated by with 
special interest in improving availability and quality of care for 
Hospice and Palliative Care throughout BC. Her passion became 
evident when she assumed Vice Chair in the Almoner Committee. 
Her accomplishments include stellar committee leadership, 
active management of grant requests (up to $500,000), leading 
a revolutionary partnership in the former a Provincial Palliative 
Working Group and positioning the SOSj as a leader in palliative 
care initiatives.

There are many other members who are providing great service to our 
Commandery and the International SOSJ.  We hope to have their names referred 
by Senior Officers, Chairs of Committees, or other members so that they may 
also be acknowledged in the future.
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With Appreciation

We gratefully acknowledges the generous 

hospitality and support of Christ Church  Cathedral 

and its staff for the use of this splendid place of 

worship and for providing the spiritual setting for 

this Service of Investiture for our Commandery.

We would also like to thank the Organist and the 

Choir without whom this Investiture Service would 

not have been nearly as meaningful and moving.

The Commandery would also like to express deep 

appreciation to all our Members who worked 

long, hard, and effectively to make this Investiture 

Service so meaningful.

Commander David Hunt 
Vancouver Commandery 

September 11, 2021

Vancouver Commandery Council

Commander 
Commander David Hunt, KJSJ

Vice Commander,  Chair of Social and Events Committee
Dame Heather Hamilton, DJSJ

Sovereign Council Meeting 2020/2022
Chevalier Jack McGee, CD, KCJSJ 

Almoner 
Dame Susan Scott Gabe, DCSJ, MMSJ

Chevalier John Jennings, KCSJ 
Foundation

Chevalier Howard Charters, KCJSJ, MMSJ
Herald

Chevalier Stephen Simpson, KGSJ
Chevalier Hans-Christian Behm, KSJ,

Hospitaller
Commander David Hunt, KJSJ  (Interim)

Marshal
Dame Teresa Mitchell-Banks, DCSJ

Membership
Chevalier George Higgins, KGSJ

Receiver General
Chevalier Terry Holland, KGSJ

Solicitor General/ Governance
Chevalier John Norton, KCJSJ, MMSJ

Secretary
Chevalier Glen Mitchell, KSJ
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