
July 2019Vol. X MESSAGE FROM THE PRIOR OF THE WESTERN UNITED STATES

            My, how time flies! It seems like we 

were just all together for the Investiture.  This 

year’s group of new Dames and Knights was 

one of the largest to be Invested for a total of 

sixteen between the Western USA Priory and 

the San Francisco Area Priory.  (Meet the new 

Dames and Knights in this Hospitaller edition.)  

In addition to our new members, there are 

several leadership changes to highlight; I want to welcome the new 

Commanders, BJ Sullivan, Commandery of the Sierras, and Allison 

Abbott-Kline, St. Joseph Commandery.  I know they both will serve 

their Commandery well. Along this line, a big thank you to Dame Diane 

Mancini and Chevalier Chris Citti for their service as Commanders and 

congratulations on the wonderful successes in their respective 

Commanderies.

           We also transitioned the Priory leadership;  I want to extend my 

heartfelt thank you to HE Bailiff Colleen B. Wilcox, GCSJ for her service 

to the Priory and Order.  I also want to convey my personal gratitude 

for the opportunity to serve the members of the Priory of the Western 

United States.
 

           I’d like to both thank and introduce the many wonderful Knights 

and Dames that are serving on the Priory Council of the Western US.  

We held our first Priory Council meeting on May 16, 2019, and I am 

excited for things to come.  If you would like to become more involved, 

please reach out to me or your Commander.  There are many service 

opportunities and ways you can positively impact our mission and 

efforts throughout the Order.

           On May 17, the St. Joseph Commandery held their annual Golf 

Tournament.  The weather stayed nice and the entire day was one of 

the best yet. Congratulations to Commander Allison Abbott-Kline, 

Chevalier Ray Mendoza and Dame Kelly Dippel for putting on (again) a 

great tournament, Sip-Swing and dinner.  It was wonderful to see the 

support for this event.

            Mark your calendars for September 7, a sure-to-be wonderful 

Summer Garden Party at the spectacular home of Chevalier Dan and 

Charmaine Warmenhoven.  Also save-the-date for Reno City Lights TM 

to be held November 15, 2019, at The Grove in Reno.

           I look forward to serving you.  May we walk together in our faith.

Yours in St. John,

Brian Rauschhuber, KJSJ

Prior of the Western United States
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           In the nineteen fifties, 
Sunday mornings at home in 
Los Altos were contentious:  
Mom, Dad and my two sisters 
standing on the driveway 
tapping their feet, ready to tool 
off to Los Altos United
Methodist Church while Mom 
berated me for wearing jeans 
and scheming to lure coyotes 
with a rabbit call on Black 
Mountain.  It always ended the 
same way. “  Well, you’re just 
going to grow up to be a 
heathen,“ she would say. 

          Since my investiture into 
the Sovereign Order of St. John 
of Jerusalem, my interest in the 
origins, personalities, and 
philosophy of Christianity has 
grown to the point that
questions keep percolating. 
What was it about Jesus’s force 
of personality that propelled 
him to prominence within 
orthodox Jewish clerical circles 
and endeared him to the 
common people of the day?  
What role did his crucifixion 
play in validating his
teachings?  Who were the 
apostles and disciples and 
what roles did they play in 
convincing a host of over two 
billion people worldwide to 
embrace the philosophy of 
Christianity and adopt it as a 
framework of values?  I trust 
our clerics— Reverend Eric 
Metoyer, Reverend John Palmer, 
and Reverend Michael Knaps-
tad — will help me on this 
journey of discovery.  

           Why not just read the Bible, 
you ask?  Because as venerable a 
historical touchstone of belief as 
it is, I seek 21st century context 
from those whose mission it is to 
spread understanding.  I also 
would like to ignite a spirit of 
inquiry among our members so 
that their outreach to 
prospective Knights and Dames 
and the sick and poor we support 
in the name of Christ will have a 
truer ring.  It occurred to me a 
timely place to start this 
intellectual journey is with John 
the Baptist, our namesake.  With 
apologies due to time constraints 
and complicated liturgical twists 
and turns, I have borrowed the 
following internet material about 
John that appears relatively
trustworthy.

           John the Baptist was born 
in the first decade BCE in Judaea, 
Palestine, near Jerusalem.  He 
died in 28–36 CE.  

           His feast day is June 24.  
He was a Jewish prophet of 
priestly origin who preached 
the imminence of God’s Final 
Judgment and baptized those 
who repented in 
self-preparation for it.  He is 
revered in the Christian church 
as the forerunner of Jesus 
Christ.  After a period of desert 
solitude, he emerged as a 
prophet in the region of the 
lower Jordan River Valley.  He 
had a circle of disciples, and 
Jesus was among the recipients 
of his rite of baptism.
 
           Sometime after baptizing 
Jesus, John was imprisoned by 
Herod Antipas, ruler of Galilee 
and central Transjordan.  Herod 
had married (illegally, by Jewish 
Law) Herodias, the divorced 
wife of his half-brother, after 
divorcing his first wife. John’s 
denunciation of this marriage 
doubtless presented Herod 
with the danger that his Jewish 
subjects would combine with 
his semi-Arab subjects in 
opposition to him.  John’s 
execution certainly preceded 
Aretas’s victory over Herod in 
35–36, a defeat popularly 
considered to have been divine 
vengeance on Herod for killing 
John.  According to the
Gospels, John’s death preceded 
Jesus’s;  it is probable that 
John’s followers recovered and 
buried his body and revered his 
tomb.  Many of John’s disciples 
later followed Jesus. 

PRO FIDE

By
Bill Buchanan, Prior

Priory of the San Francisco Area



WESTERN MILITARY COMMANDERY UPDATE

 Western Military Commandery St. John’s 
Day gathering at Grace Cathederal for the Holy 
Eucharist followed by lunch at  the Fairmont Hotel:  
L to R – Chevalier Bill Musgrave and Cristina, 
Chevalier J.R. Hastings and Laddia and Chevalier 
Art Hurley and Susan. Chevalier Don Bradley and 
Lana, delayed in traffic, joined later for lunch.  

            The phrase most often heard by pilots when 
undergoing simulator training is “New Day, New 
Airplane.”  The instructor utters this phrase when a 
scenario is complete and the training is moving 
onto another scenario.

            At the installation of a new Commander for 
the Western Military Commandery, it became 
apparent the new Commander was the old 
Commander.  Instead of the mantra for the 
Commandery to be “Old Commander, Same 
Scenario,” with the shuffling of the Commander’s 
Council, the Western Military Commandery is 
marching ahead with the mantra “Energized 
Commandery, New Future.”  Let me explain 
(with a little embellishment).

            The Commander’s Council first looked at what 
the Council can do for their members. The Caring 
Officer advanced two plans -- first, a plan by which 
the Caring Officer will contact and personally 
communicate with each member each quarter.  
Then, he endorsed a plan to ensure that Emeritus 
Knights and Dames, and others that are struck with 
the emergencies of life, are able to remain a part of 
the life of the Commandery when their 
participation is compromised.

           The Almoner and the Hospitaller then
advocated that the Commandery explore ways to 
increase social media communication among the 
Commandery members.  This idea then expanded 
to methods Knights and Dames can use to explain 
the Commandery and its purpose to potential 
members via social media.  This project will not be 
completed in a day, but it has started and they are 
on it!

            The Hospitaller then took the lead and 
suggested that the Commandery Knights and 
Dames not only continue to meet for the functions 
that have been successful, the Commandery’s 
Crusade, the docent tour of the Legion of Honor, the 
Veteran’s Day service and lunch, and the 
pre-Valentine’s Day dinner, but add new events for

 Commandery members, including the just
completed St. John’s Day service and lunch and a 
Memorial Day gathering. The result -- an expanded 
calendar of events has already been sent to the 
Western Military Knights and Dames!
 
            The Council then explored fundraising.  After 
an exciting discussion, several ideas have now 
evolved to planning for one major event, the St. 
John’s Day Summer Solstice Soirée scheduled for 
Saturday, June 20, 2020, and several possible smaller 
events which will be known as “funraisers,” 
emphasizing fun and fellowship and a small 
contribution to the Order.
 
           The Membership Officer then thanked the 
Council for making membership recruitment so 
much easier -- the energy of the few on the Council 
should radiate purpose and camaraderie, resulting 
in the Commandery being an organization to which 
others want to belong.  As I said, “Energized 
Commandery, New Future.”

By
Commander J.R. Hastings, KGSJ



ST. JOSEPH COMMANDERY UPDATE

           As Commander of the second largest 
Commandery within the Sovereign Order of St. 
John, I believe the key to keeping our Commandery 
vibrant is member engagement.  Therefore, one of 
my goals for the next two years is to have our 
members meet year round via socials, dinners, wine 
tastings and service projects in addition to our golf 
tournament and signature event -- The Summer 
Garden Party.  We are very fortunate to have such a 
diverse membership and I want to foster friendships 
among our members.

            Speaking of events, the next event will be 
wine tasting at Joseph George Wines in Willow Glen. 
This event is being planned by Dame Kelly Dippel 
and is scheduled for August 6 from 5-7 PM.  You are 
invited to taste some fabulous wines and nibble on 
yummy appetizers.  Any wines purchased that 
evening will have a 15% discount.  This event is 
open to all SOSJ members and their guests.  We look 
forward to seeing you there!

           The highlight of the year is our signature 
event, the Summer Garden Party -- A Knight in 
Provence. This year’s fundraiser will be at the 
elegant Monte Sereno home of Chevalier Dan and 
Charmaine Warmenhoven on Saturday, September 
7. The afternoon begins with a Luxe champagne 
and caviar tasting followed by a Classique evening 
of cocktails, dinner and dancing.  For tickets and 
underwriting opportunities, please contact Summer 
Garden Party chair extraordinaire, Dame Kristi 
Hernandez.  The St. Joseph Commandery is 
supporting eight very worthy charities this year for 
$303,000.  Listed below are the charities, their 
projects, the financial scope and the sponsoring 
member.

           Working together, we can make a change for 
the sick and poor in Christ.

In gratitude,
Commander Allison Abbott Kline, DSJ
 



ST. JOSEPH COMMANDERY CHARITABLE GRANTS 2019 - $303,000

Diabetes Youth Family (DYF)

We have budgeted $40,000 for the renovation of 
various items in the camp’s bath house, medical 
building, kitchen and dining hall.
Member Sponsor - Valerie Burniece
https:/dyf.org

First Community Housing (FCH)

We have budgeted $40,000 to purchase kitchen 
appliances and industrial grade finishes and 
furnishings.  Member Sponsor - Dick Conniff
https://www.firstcommunityhousing.org

Loaves and Fishes (LAF)

We have budgeted $38,000 for a temperature 
controlled van to transport meals to their 40 
locations.  Member Sponsor - Jeff Strawn 
https://www.loavesfishes.org

Health Trust (HT)

We have budgeted $75,000 for the renovation and 
furnishing of the Client Services and Operation 
Center.  Member Sponsor - John Colwell
https://healthtrust.org

Lupus Foundation of Northern California (LFNC)

We have budgeted $10,000 for office equipment, 
hardware and software.
Member Sponsor - Peter Verbica
http://www.lfnc.org

Sacred Heart Nativity School (SHNS)

We have budgeted $40,000 to construct a STEM lab. 
Member Sponsor - Emily Ruvalcaba 
https://www.shnativity.org

Valley Medical Center Foundation(VMCF)

We have budgeted $20,000 for the purchase of a 
new adaptive pool ramp that allows for aquatic
wheelchair access and two additional wheelchairs 
to enable patients with high level injuries to have 
access to the rehabilitation pool.
Member Sponsor - Norman Kline
https://vmcfoundation.org  



INVESTITURE WEEKEND

           On April 27, 2109, the Priories of the Western 
United States and San Francisco Area held their 
annual Investiture.  The service was in the beautiful 
Grace Cathedral in San Francisco.  We witnessed one 
of the largest groups to be invested, sixteen in total, 
between the St. Joseph Commandery and the San 
Francisco Commandery.  We are so excited for these 
new members to roll up their sleeves and get 
involved with the Order. 

           The reception celebrating the new Knights 
and Dames took place at the International Mark 
Hopkins Hotel.  In addition to our new members, 
there are several leadership changes to highlight; 
please welcome the new Prior of the Western 
United States, Brian Rauschhuber, KJSJ, and we 
thank HE Bailiff Prior Emeritus Colleen Wilcox, GCSJ, 
for her service to the Priory and the Order.  Prior Bill 
Buchanan will continue to serve as Prior of the San 
Francisco Area. 

          We also welcomed new Commanders: 
Commander BJ Sullivan, KJSJ, Commandery of the 
Sierras, Commander Allison Abbott-Kline, DGSJ, St. 
Joseph Commandery, and Commander Bob 
Leonard, KCSJ, San Francisco Commandery.  
Commander JR Hastings will continue to serve 
another term for the Military Commadery.  A big 
thank you to Dame Diane Mancini, DJSJ, Chevalier 
Chris Citti, KCSJ, and Dame Karen Persichittei, DCSJ, 
for their service as Commanders and 
congratulations on the wonderful successes in their 
respective Commanderies.  

          We also were thrilled to present The 
Humanitarian Award to Chevalier Daniel J. 
Warmenhoven, KJSJ.  The Humanitarian Award was 
established 25 years ago to recognize those 
individuals whose personal and philanthropic 
contributions have dramatically and permanently 
shaped the lives and the landscape of the region.  
The Humanitarian Award was presented to 
Chevalier Daniel J. Warmenhoven for his lifetime of 
leadership, service, philanthropy and for his support 
of the cultural and spiritual life of our community.

Accolades at the Investiture

Certificate of Merit
•    Chevalier Rhett Hart, KGSJ (posthumous)

Honorary Membership
(Priory of San Francisco Area)
•     Sr. Roseanne Murphy, SNDdeN, PHD

Promotions
•     H E Bailiff Grand Prior of America and
      Central America
            o  H E Baliff Suzanne Turner, GCSJ, MMSJ
•     Priory of the Western United States
           o  H E Bailiff Prior Colleen B. Wilcox, GCSJ
•     Priory of the San Francisco Area
           o  Prior William L. Buchanan, KJSJ
•     Knights and Dames of Grace
           o  Dame Allison F. Abbott-Kline
           o  Chevalier Thomas James Bakewell
           o  Chevalier Arthur Timothy Hurley
           o  Chevalier Raymond M. Pezonella
           o  Chevalier Donald A. Witt
•     Knights and Dames Commanders of Grace
           o  Commander Valerie N. Burniece
           o  Commander Christopher W. Citti
           o  Commander Alvin W. Musgrave Jr.
•     Knights and Dames of Justice
           o  Dame Dennise M. Carter
           o  Dame Carol Clark Krebs
           o  Chevalier Lin Steward Krebs
           o  Dame Commander Antonia Mastrullo
           o  Dame Suzanne Tognazzini
•     Dame Commander of Justice
           o  Prior Gayle A. Landen-Greene

Award for Service to Humanity
•     Chevalier Daniel J. Warmenhoven, KJSJ

Investiture April 2019



           Laura is a Silicon Valley brand when it 
comes to networking and connecting people.  A 
greater Bay Area native, known for working in 
start-ups and big corporations, she has proven 
success with her multi-dimensional skill set.  She 
has forged a space that serves small to medium 
sized companies by strategically assisting 
companies reach a new level of business.  Laura 
has been entrusted by many companies to create 
strategic relationships, build successful events 
and increase their marketing/social media 
presence while increasing sales revenue.

           Laura has been featured in the Silicon 
Valley Business Journal as an Industry Expert and 
is frequently asked by several Bay Area 
universities to be a professional speaker
regarding her successes in business.  Laura's 
social media presence is strongly related to her 
desire for the human connection and she is 
frequently called upon to make introductions 
across multiple industry platforms.  Laura's 
attention to consistent marketing and detailed 
focus on social media/ trending helps companies 
expand ways of doing business.

            Mike has strong roots in San Jose, as his 
entire family lives here, and has been in the 
restaurant business for over 60 years.  He has 
learned from his family the type of success that 
can only be accomplished by having the highest 
level of service and professionalism, and those 
traits of good business are what he brings to the 
table in his real estate career.   He is a homeowner 
in Almaden and a parishioner of Holy Spirit 
Parish.  He is  an active member in The Order of 
Knights Hospitaller-Knights of St. John.  In his free 
time, He enjoys spending time with his wife 
Maggie, daughter Clare, son M.J. and his two 
dogs, Rocky and Buddy. He also enjoys 
snowboarding, wake boarding, football, golf, ice 
hockey, philanthropic events and playing guitar 
in his band, The Closers.  (You can check out The 
Closers Band on Facebook.)

Laura Pesavento Mike D’Ambrosio

The Investiture weekend began Friday, April 26, at the beautiful St. Francis Yacht Club in 
SanFrancisco.  Saturday, April 17, we welcomed 16 new Knights and Dames into the Order.



            Retired and 74 years old, Peggy feels 
blessed to be able to give back to those in need 
in our community.  She worked in the real estate 
industry for 40 years, raised 4 children, and now 
has 5 grandchildren.

            She enjoys painting, golf, reading, and 
traveling and is also a patron of SFMOMA, the 
DeYoung Museum, Legion of Honor and
Montalvo Arts Center.  She also finds time to be 
actively involved in The Heart Association’s Circle 
Of Red and the Saratoga Foothill Club, who fund 
programs for women’s heart health and families 
in need in our community.  With her wide
experience, Peggy looks forward to participating 
in the Sovereign Order of St. John, who’s principal 
edict is to help the sick and the poor. 

Peggy Dozier

           Helen was born in Portland, OR. She spent
4 years of her childhood living in Brussels in her 
parents’ native country of Belgium. Raised in 
Sunnyvale, she now resides in Willow Glen with 
her partner John and an 18 pound Norwegian 
Forest Cat. 

       Helen has a degree in Biology from 
UCSD, but like most Bay Areans, entered the 
hi-tech industry in which she worked for large 
companies such as Hitachi and HP until she got 
the start-up bug and worked for a number of 
start-ups selling one of them to AT&T. The last 8 
years of her career were spent in clean-tech 
where she worked with early stage start-ups 
helping them build their strategy, infrastructure, 
teams, and get to the investment stage. 

             Fun facts about Helen: she danced on the 
SF Opera stage at 13 with the Leningrad-Kirov 
Ballet company, founded a white water rafting 
company in Eureka, CA, which was featured in 
Good Morning America, and has a gold medal in 
ski racing.  She is an avid photographer, gardener 
and cook. 

Helen Lambert



           Liza Karamardian Carter is a dentist in Los 
Gatos, mother to two daughters, Stephanie (19) 
and Christina (16), and wife to Scott Carter.  She 
has been involved in various charitable 
organizations since the time she was in dental 
school.  While attending UCLA School of Dentistry 
she worked with a mobile dental clinic to provide 
dental care to families in need.  

 After graduating and moving to San 
Francisco, she was active in many charitable and 
professional organizations including the 
American Cancer Society and the San Francisco 
Public Health department.  Since moving to Los 
Gatos in 2001, she has worked with the local 
branch of the American Cancer Society, Los Gatos 
School District, Los Gatos Youth Theater, and the 
National Charity League, while building a dental 
practice in Los Gatos.  

 She currently serves on the board of the 
Santa Clara County Dental Foundation, whose 
primary mission is to provide dental care to the 
underserved population in the South Bay
community.  She is very honored to be a part of 
the Sovereign Order of Saint John and is looking 
forward to being an active member of the St. 
Joseph Commandery. 

            Rhonda is a resident of San Juan Bautista 
who owns her own firm as a Certified Financial 
Planner Professional holding the Master Planner of 
Advanced Studies designation.  She earned her 
Bachelor of Science degree from California State 
University, Fresno, and a Master of Science degree 
in Personal Financial Planning from the College for 
Financial Planning in Centennial, Colorado.  Prior 
to starting her own firm, she worked for two 
world-renowned private bank firms and served in 
numerous industry, community service and 
non-profit organizations.

 She also enjoys giving back to her 
community through volunteer work with St Mary 
School, Gilroy, where she currently serves on the 
school Advisory Committee, the Blue and White 
Auction Committee and is the school’s Head 
Room Mom.  Rhonda is also an active member of 
the Old Mission San Juan Bautista.  Past communi-
ty involvement includes membership in Rotary 
International, board membership for the Tulare 
Kings Counties Estate Planning Council and the 
Happy Trails Riding Academy in Visalia.  In addi-
tion, Rhonda is a volunteer coach for the United 
States Youth Volleyball League, a Finance Council 
member for St. Anthony’s Catholic Church in 
Reedley, CA, a board member for the Dundee 
Jaycees in Dundee, MI, and a Junior League 
member in Fresno.

Liza Karamardian CarterRhonda Staelgraeve-Secor
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Chevalier Daniel J Warmenhoven, KJSJ
Knight of Justice

           The Humanitarian Award was established 25 
years ago to recognize those individuals whose 
personal and philanthropic contributions have 
dramatically and permanently shaped the lives and 
the landscape of the region.  The Humanitarian 
Award was presented to Chevalier Daniel J. 
Warmenhoven for his lifetime of leadership, service 
and philanthropy and for his support of the cultural 
and spiritual life of our community. Dan served as 
the CEO of NetApp, a fortune 500 company for 20 
years.  Under his leadership, his company grew from 
a small start-up to a multibillion-dollar company 
with customers in 120 countries. 

           He received the Morgan Stanley Leadership 
Award for Global Commerce, won the prestigious 
Ernest and Young National Entrepreneur of the Year 
award in 2004, was listed in Business Week as one it 
its top 25 managers and received the Silicon Valley 
Leadership Group Lifetime Achievement Award in 
2009. 

           Dan and his wife, Charmaine, met at Princeton 
University and moved to Saratoga in 1985.  They 
have been among the most generous donors in all 
of Silicon Valley giving to education, health care and 
the arts.  Their generosity has helped to shape the 
very quality of life we enjoy in the Bay Area.

           Dan has also served on the Board of Trustees 
at Bellarmine Preparatory, the Tech Museum and 
The Silicon Valley Leadership Group.

           An enormous thank you to Dan for his lifelong 
service to humanity.



A KNIGHT IN PROVENCE

            Our 2019 Summer Garden Party will be 
Saturday, September 7, at Dan and Charmaine 
Warmenhoven’s stunning Monte Sereno home.  We 
sincerely hope that you can join us to celebrate “A 
Knight in Provence” and raise funds to support our 
2019 charities.
            This year we are funding eight charities to 
help the sick and the poor in Santa Clara Valley.  
With our contributions, Diabetes Youth Family will 
renovate camp buildings at the Bearskin Meadow 
Camp for type 1 diabetic children.  First 
Community Housing will stock kitchens and 
furnish studios for temporary veterans’ housing.  
Grateful Garments will transport clothing to rape 
victims before they leave the medical facility.  
Loaves and Fishes will have a temperature-
controlled van to transport more meals.  Health 
Trust will renovate and furnish their new Client 
Services Center.  Lupus Foundation of Northern 
California will install new office equipment.  Sacred 
Heart Nativity School will construct a STEM lab.  
Valley Medical Center will continue to improve 
access to the rehabilitation pool.

    

            We are also celebrating our honorary 
co-chairs, Glen and Ellen McLaughlin.  Glen and 
Ellen have been instrumental in founding and 
supporting our Commandery.  Without these 
founding members, we would not have been in a 
position to support 48 local charities and donate 
over $3,600,000 since our first garden party in 1998.
       
          “Luxe” guests will be treated to caviar and a 
champagne and California sparkling wine tasting. 
You can see which you prefer.  Strolling musicians 
will add to our afternoon while we enjoy a fabulous 
array of hors d’oeuvres. “Classique” guests will join 
us for cocktails, appetizers, dinner and dancing 
starting at 4 pm. We will park off-site and shuttle to 
the Warmenhoven’s home.

           Many of you sponsor year to year and I ask 
you to review all the levels. Please help us by 
considering a higher level, if possible.  Your 
invitation will be mailed in July. We look forward to 
hearing from you and seeing you on September 7.

    

SAVE THE DATE
for the 2019 Summer Garden Party 
with the
Sovereign Order of St. John of Jerusalem, Knights Hospitaller
St. Joseph Commandery
at
the elegant Monte Sereno Home of Chevalier Dan & Charmaine Warmenhoven
Saturday, September 7, 2019
Luxe 3pm-4pm
Champagne & Caviar Tasting
Classique 4pm-9pm
Cocktails, Dinner & Dancing

By
Dame Kristi Hernandez, DSJ and SGP Chair



FLAME OF LIBERTY

 On June 15th of this year, several 
thousand spectators celebrated in Los Gatos the 
unveiling of the Flame of Liberty Memorial. 
Spearheaded by the Veterans Memorial and Support 
Foundation of Los Gatos (VMSF), the memorial to 
veterans and first responders was constructed using 
funds donated by the community, including a $50,000 
donation from the Saint Joseph Commandery. 

 The Honorable Francis J. Harvey, 19th 
Secretary of the United States Army, welcomed the 
crowd before helping to unveil the Flame of Liberty 
sculpture. The Honorable William Peacock, former 
Assistant Secretary of the U.S. Army, provided a stirring 
introduction of the keynote speaker, General H.R. 
McMaster, 26th National Security Advisor to the 
President of the United States.  General McMaster 
spoke of the need to bridge the gap between those 
who chose to serve in the military and the general 
public. 

 The next time you find yourself in downtown 
Los Gatos, stop by the Flame of Liberty Memorial to see 
this incredible tribute to those who have served.

By
Dame Barbara Avery, DJSJ



By
Dame Kelly Dippel, DSJ

THE 4TH ST. JOSEPH GOLF TOURNAMENT WAS A FUN SUCCESS!

            The golf tournament was held on Friday, 
May 17, at Cinnabar Hills Golf Club.
With 58 golfers and close to 100 guests for 
dinner, we raised $18,477.38.  The tournament 
format was best ball which required every 
player to drive from the tee and then finish the 
hole from the position of the best drive.  This 
moved the game along and allowed for begin-
ners and those struggling with their game to 
practice.  This year, Co-Chairs Chevalier Ray 
Mendoza and Dame Kelly Dippel added Sip 
and Swing to the day in an effort to attract 
more non-golfers.  Sip and Swing consisted of 
an hour of golf instruction from Cinnabar’s Golf 
Pro followed by a fun putting contest.  It 
seemed the 19 participants enjoyed more 
sipping than swinging, but everyone had a 
great time.  Cinnabar always does a fantastic 
job providing dinner and because the tourna-
ment was on a Friday, there was definitely a 
sense of fun and relaxing after the tournament 
without people leaving early to get home. 

           A huge thank you to our sponsors who 
generously supported this year’s event.   Shelly 
Paiva’s company Charity Rehabbers donated 
the lunch.  Emily Ruvalcaba with Bridge Bank, 
Ray Mendoza’s company Silpac, and Santa Clara 
University each donated $2,500! We also had 
22 tee sign sponsors.

            We will be planning and setting a date 
for next year’s tournament soon.  If you have 
any comments or ideas, please share them with 
Dame Kelly Dippel Kdippel@KellyDippel.com.  
If you have not joined in the past, we hope to 
see you next year.  This is truly a fun, low key 
event not to be missed! 



WMC CALENDAR

June 23, 2019                         COMPLETED.  Commandery St. John’s Service at Grace Cathedral and Luncheon
                                                         
July 27, 2019                         San Francisco Commandery St. John’s Day at Cavallo Point, 1500
                                                         
August 17, 2019                     Commandery Event:  Rubens and Patio Lunch,  Legion of Honor, 1100
                                           
September 7, 2019                St. Joseph’s Summer Garden Party

September 28, 2019             Commandery Event:  Sixth Crusade 1400

October 12, 13, 2019             WMC funraiser * – Under the Angels (Possible)

October 12, 2019           (Alternate Event) WMC funraiser *:  Lunch on the Napa Wine Train)
                                                         
November 11, 2019              Commandery Event:  Veteran’s Day Service at  Presidio and Luncheon
                                                        
November 22, 2019              Commandery Trek and WMC funraiser * to Sierra Comm. Reno City Lights
                                                         
November 29, 2019              Commandery Event:  Assist in Taco Bar on Black Friday at VA Palo Alto
                                                        
December 7, 2019           San Francisco White Cross Ball (Doubtful)

December 7, 2019           (Alternate Event) Commandery Event and WMC funraiser *:  Christmas     
                                                    Afternoon Cocktails with Santa Claus on the Fantail of the USS Hornet
                                                         
February 8, 2020           Commandery Event:  Pre-Valentines Dinner Izzy’s, San Carlos, 1800.
                                                        
March 14, 2020          Commandery Event:  Aspirant Greeting,  Training and Luncheon, San Rafael, 1100
                                                        
March 14, 2020          (Alternate Event) Commandery Event:  Tour of Mare Island and Luncheon
                                                        
May 25, 2020                         Memorial Day Event and Luncheon (Santa Rosa)
                                                         
June 20, 2020                         WMC fundraiser for all Commanderies – St. John’s Summer  Solstice Soirée in        
               Atherton 
                                                                                                           
June 21, 2020                         Commandery Event:  St. John’s Service Grace Cathedral, Mark Hopkins
                      Luncheon 1100 
                                                       
September 14-20, 2020       Commandery Trek to Vancouver and Sovereign Council Meeting
                                                        

*  “funraiser” is a mini-fundraiser emphasizing fun and fellowship.



Sovereign Order of St. John of Jerusalem
Knights Hospitaller

Invitation to attend the
Annual Priory Meeting and Social

for
The Priories of the Western United States and San Francisco Area.

When:  Friday, September 6, 4:00pm to 6:30 (doors open 3:30)
•  Priory meeting to begin 4:00pm, Social 5:00pm

Where:  Pullman Hotel (formerly So�tel) 223 Twin Dolphin Drive, Redwood City
•  Cost: $25 Light snacks, wine, beer.

We will be sending you a �llable form in order to RSVP.





HERALD’S JOURNAL

           I will never be as eloquent or witty as our 
past Heralders, so will compensate by being brief.  
Please take a look at your watch, smart phone or 
clock and give yourself two and half minutes to 
read this note and make a decision.

           We are asked so much by so many — 
deadlines at work, volunteering, donations and 
home to-do lists — that it can be overwhelming.  
I’m not asking for any of that;  rather, I’m asking 
you to take the next sixty seconds to look back 
on your time in the Order.

        

Chevalier Thomas Bakewell, KGSJ
tbakewell@gmail.com
408-717-1741

Deputy Herald-Editor, Dame Suzanne Allen, DSJ

             Think of all that we have collectively 
achieved, all the life long friends we’ve made and 
the fun we’ve had along the way. Enjoy a sixty 
second highlight  reel starting now.

            As I wander through the memories of only a 
few years in the Order, my reaction is one of pride 
and continued commitment.  I’d love to hear your 
reaction.  Better yet, I’d like you to take the last 
thirty seconds and think of one person with whom 
you’d like to discuss membership.  Let me know 
and I will gladly help with the process.

Contributors

• Prior Brian Raushhuber, KJSJ
• Prior William Buchanan, KJSJ

• Dame Alison Abbott-Kline, DGSJ
• Chevalier BJ Sullivan, KJSJ

• Chevalier Ray Mendoza, KGSJ
• Dame Kristi Hernandez, DSJ






