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Dear Knights, Dames, Squires and Aspirants,

Thanks to all who participated in the June 19 Investiture hosted by the 
Commandery of the Sierras in Reno, Nevada. This was the first 
Investiture since Covid across the Order which seemed to generate lots 
of excitement as there were five Commanderies from around the United 
States represented at this Commandery Investiture. 

We were excited to bring in seven Aspirants: six for the Sierras and one 
for St. Joseph. Please welcome our new members: Chevalier Christopher 
Ray Carroll, KSJ (St. Joseph), and with the Sierras: Chevalier Dan O. 
Hamilton, KSJ, Dame Karen Hamilton, KSJ, Chevalier Lawrence Charles 
Lange, KSJ, Chevalier Pastor David Steven McLaughlin, KSJ, Squire Daniel 
Acton, Squire Kaden James Davis. Congratulations to the Commandery 
of the Sierras for putting on a spectacular Investiture weekend. 

It was also a fun filled time of fellowship, and a little fundraising at the Annual St. Joseph Golf Tournament. It 
was nice seeing everyone, lots of catching up with one another and it was great to see a lot of repeat players. A 
special thanks to Chevalier Ray Mendoza, KCSJ, Dame Kelly Dippel, DGSJ and all the committee support 
members for (once again) putting on a wonderful golf tournament. . 

Hopefully by now everyone has rsvp’d to the October 23 Investiture invitation. There is a Welcome Reception at 
the Silicon Valley Capital Club Friday evening October 22 6:00pm, where we will welcome the Aspirants with a 
little celebration. On Saturday October 23 at 11:30am the Investiture is being held The Cathedral Basilica of St. 
Joseph. There will be a short break, and then we’ll resume at 5:30pm that evening for the Cocktail Reception 
and Gala Dinner at the San Jose Museum of Art. 

Lastly, I want to ask that each member (if you’ve not already done so) please register and gain member access 
to the International website: sosjinternational.org. You will find a wealth of information there about the Order, 
our history, training videos, Rules of the Order, events around the Order and more that you may find helpful, 
interesting and educational.

May good health and God’s blessings be upon each of you as we move forward in our mission.

Stay safe, be well,
Yours in St. John,

Brian
H. E. Bailiff Prior Brian Rauschhuber, GCSJ
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After many months of donated time and expertise by Chevaliers BJ Sullivan and Raymond Pezonella to Eddy 
House’s new 24 hour 16,000 sq ft facility to house homeless and at risk youth, an open house was held August 
5th, which was attended by several from our Commandery.  Sadly, Chevalier Ray Pezonella unexpectedly passed 
away before this open house.  But, we know his generous and giving spirit was with us and smiling…

With life returning to a more normal state since the Covid Pandemic up-ended our lives for over a year, our 
Investiture behind us, and newly-Invested Commandery member Chevalier Larry Lange having accepted the 
Almoner position, our Commandery enthusiastically looks forward to resuming our mission…helping those in 
need in our community.

Commandery of the Sierras – Commander Renée Verrier, DGSJ

The Commandery of the Sierras is thrilled to be back in full swing, with members 
rekindling old friendships during four in-person Commandery Dinner Meetings 
this spring and summer.  March through June was a very busy time for our 
Commandery, as we prepared to host the first Investiture of our Commandery in 
six years, and the first of our Order in a year-and-a-half.  We were most pleased 
to welcome six new Commandery members, and very grateful to all those who 
joined us from California to Florida!

Chevalier Wendell Norris and Dame
Laurie Ann Acton at Eddy House 

Eddy House Open House on August 5, 2021
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Commandery of the Sierra’s Investiture and Gala
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St. Joseph Commandery – Commander Ed Lambert, KCSJ

Dear Knights, Dames and Guests,

We had also planned to hold our annual Summer Garden Party, on September 
26th, at the beautiful Santa Clara University Gardens. Unfortunately, we find the 
need to postpone the Summer Garden Party, from Sept 26th of this year to April 
30th, 2022. The effects of COVID were clearly felt in both attendance and donated 
auction items. Sadly, attendance is far below what it has historically been this 
close to the event. Without these, our goals for funding our worthy charities 
could not be met. Thus, we have decided to wait until next April, in the hope that by then the COVID crisis will 
be past us and we can celebrate a return to normalcy. We are still committed to achieving our goal of $260,000 
to fund our charities, and we appreciate your support now and in the future.

For those who have already sent reservations for the Garden Party, there are 3 options:
1) The Commandry will hold your reservation for the April party.
2) You may convert it into a tax-deductible donation for a 100% tax credit.
3) Request a return of funds and we can issue a check to you.

Please contact Chris Worral to share your decision and he will act upon it. 

This leaves us with our MOST IMPORTANT event: the Investiture on October 22nd-23rd. The Investiture 
weekend will be held in downtown San Jose at the Cathedral Basilica of St. Joseph, with our Gala at the San Jose 
Museum of Art and receptions at the Capital Club….all literally next door to each other.

PLEASE KNOW THAT FOR THE GALA AT THE SAN JOSE MUSEUM, THE CITY OF SAN JOSE IS REQUIRING PROOF 
OF VACCINATION. THE BASILICA IS REQUIRING MASKS, AND WE WILL PROVIDE THEM FOR EVERYONE 
ATTENDING.

We look forward to a great event that will honor not only our new Aspirants, but those Aspirants who have 
waited so long to celebrate joining our Order. This has a special meaning for me, as our son Marc follows the 
family tradition to become a Squire, while our son Paul is being elevated to Chevalier. This is a proud time for 
our family and one we hope to share with all of you, as well as a time to honor our Aspirants and those worthy 
Dames and Knights who are being promoted. In keeping with our new format, existing Dames who wish to be 
dubbed in the same manner as Chevaliers, are invited to receive this honor at the Investiture.

We are working hard to make all events memorable and safe. Please accept my warmest wishes for good health 
to all of you and all your families.
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Priory of the Western United States of America 
Investiture Weekend - October 22 - 23, 2021

We are all looking forward to celebrating and welcoming new Aspirants 
into the Sovereign Order of St. John of Jerusalem, Knights Hospitaller. We 
are hopeful you will join us. The schedule of events are:

• Aspirant Lunch Friday October 22, 11:00am to 1:00pm at the Silicon 
Valley Capital Club (by Invitation)

• Rehearsal Friday October 22, 2:00pm to 4:00pm at The Cathedral 
Basilica St. Joseph (Aspirants, Officiants and Promotions)

• Aspirant Welcome Reception Friday October 22, 6:00pm to 9:00pm at 
the Silicon Valley Capital Club (rsvp)

• Investiture Saturday October 23, 11:30am to 1:30pm at The Cathedral 
Basilica St. Joseph (please arrive 11:00am) (open to all guests)

• Gala Celebration Saturday October 23, 5:30pm to 10:30pm at the San 
Jose Museum of Art (rsvp)

• Tour & Tasting Testarossa Winery Sunday October 24, 1:00pm to 3pm 
at the Testarossa Winder (rsvp)

Please send your Response RSVP to Receiver General Dick Conniff by October 8, 2021.

Please also be aware of the protocols in place:
Masks are required for all venues. Proof of vaccination is required for the Silicon Valley Capital Club and the 
San Jose Museum of Art.

We look forward to a memorable celebration in a safe yet fun environment for all, but especially to recognize 
our newest members into the Order.
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Priory of the Western United States of America 
Investiture Weekend - October 22 - 23, 2021

Let’s Meet the Aspirants!

Aspirant Nicholas E. Adams

Nicholas is an international award-winning publicist, strategist, and advisor. He has served as president 
and CEO of NINICO Communications® since 2011. Mr. Adams is a member of the Public Relations 
Society of America and board member of the San Jose Chamber of Commerce and Symphony San Jose. 
He is an active member of the Silicon Valley Capital Club, and Rotary Club of San Jose – the region’s 
oldest service organization. In 2009, he took the oath of office and was appointed to the San Jose Arts 
Commission, where he served as cultural ambassador on behalf of Northern California’s largest city for 
eight years. In 2019, the Silicon Valley Business Journal named Mr. Adams among the 40 most influential 
people in the region under the age of 40. Mr. Adams has been featured as an industry thought leader in 
stories by NBC, ABC, The Mercury News, Crunchbase News, VentureBeat, PR Week and the US Chamber 
of Commerce. Under Mr. Adams’ leadership, both the Silicon Valley and Los Angeles Business Journals 
have named NINICO Communications® among the top public relations agencies throughout the regions. 
Named a Power Player by Silicon Valley Magazine in 2021, Mr. Adams has been recognized for his 
professional accomplishments and stewardship of the PR and Ad industry and wider community by the 
Academy of Interactive & Visual Arts, Association of Marketing Communication Professionals and Public 
Relations Society of America who, in 2019, named him a top agency leader of the year.
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St. Joseph Commandery Investiture
October 23, 2021 

Barry Bakner cofounded Disman Bakner, a technical sales organization in Northern CA in 1983, and 
served as President from 1994 until retiring in 2012. Disman Bakner has, since its inception, provided 
technical sales services for clientele worldwide, and specializes in RF and microwave for military and 
commercial systems, components and devices. The company today maintains offices in Northern CA, 
Portland, Seattle, and Calgary Canada. During his years with Disman Bakner, Barry was an active 
participant in the IEEE, and has co- chaired committees for the IEEE MTTSinNorthernCA. Barry is an 
active member in his community, and for many years has served as President of the One Bayview 
Townhome association in Los Gatos CA. Barry supports numerous charitable causes including St. Judes, 
Wounded Warriors, and the American Cancer Society. Barry is proud of the prospect to establish a 
lifelong relationship with SOSJ, and is committed to supporting charitable causes established by the 
order. Barry has been supported and sponsored by Mr. John Dubois, Mr. Doug Lockie, and Mr. Tom 
Wilson. 

Aspirant Barry Dwaine Bakner

Nick is excited to join the order and contribute to having a positive impact on those in need. He is 
supported by his wife, Priscilla, and two wonderful daughters, Lila (12) and Amelia (7). Nick has 
supported the Knight’s golf tournament as a participant and sponsor in recent years, as well as various 
other local charities including Second Harvest Food Bank and Bill Wilson Center. He is also a youth 
basketball coach and serves as a board member for the Almaden Valley National Junior Basketball 
Association. One of his favorite volunteer activities is spending time helping in his children’s classroom 
as much as possible. In his professional life, Nick has been a Commercial Insurance & Employee Benefits 
Broker for 13 years. He enjoys serving the needs of his clients and helping to protect what is most 
important to them. Nick is sponsored by Chevalier Ray Mendoza.

Aspirant Nick Campo
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St. Joseph Commandery Investiture
October 23, 2021 

Yau-Gene Chan became President & CEO of International Technological University (ITU) in 2011, 
promoted from Exec VP (2005-2011). As the son of the Founder, Professor Shu-Park Chan, Yau
represents the third generation of a family legacy dedicated to use education as a development tool to 
improve society. Graduating with Distinction and Honors with a Sociology undergraduate degree from 
Berkeley and graduating from UCLA’s MFA program, where he received the Jack Nicholson Prize and the 
Edna Yu Han Fellowship. He also served on the board of directors and making donations to Visual 
Communications (the oldest Asian-American not-for-profit in Los Angeles California).  They have a 
community minority-focus on inner-city training programs geared at “high-risk” adolescents, that 
commonly go into gangs; to mentor these at-risk youth with “Armed with a Camera” to teach them skills 
while being mentored to get them off the street and away from the gang culture. Yau-Gene has given of 
his time and money to Shin Shin Educational Foundation for a total of $150K toward building 
elementary schools in rural parts of the poorest areas in China.  

Aspirant Yau-Gene Chan

Aspirant Francis Norris Jang

Francis Norris Jang is from Central America and the Caribbean. Francis aad about a decade of Jesuit 
education, so kindness toward others were not only a family learnt lesson but educational as well. 
Francis attended Santa Clara University for Under-Graduate and Graduate school where he majored in 
computer science and engineering. After attending Santa Clara University Francis has been working as 
an engineer and volunteers at events primarily with an eye on the humanities, focused on educating the 
adults of the future. Francis enjoy being outdoors and working with his hands.  Francis is being 
sponsored by Dame Gisela Bushey and is looking forward to joining the Sovereign Order of St. John of 
Jerusalem, Knights Hospitaller and contributing to the efforts for the community.
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St. Joseph Commandery Investiture
October 23, 2021 

Sandra Jewett has dedicated her entire career to improve educational equity and excellence for all 
students, especially the underserved.  Sandra has taught and administered at all levels of education in 
both public and Catholic education.  She is a published author with a focus on English language 
development, spiritual formation, and adult education programs.  She enjoys traveling abroad on 
humanitarian medical missions and global education trips in developing countries.  Through service, 
Sandra believes in making a transformative difference in the lives of others, while building new 
friendships with like-minded members of our Order.  Sandra is sponsored by her dear friend and fellow 
Rotarian, Chevalier Larry Stone and long-time friend, Dame Allison Abbott-Kline.

Aspirant Elizabeth Sandra Jewett

Aspirant Paul Edward Lambert

As a graduate of the California State University Maritime Academy, I have always maintained a personal 
relationship with members of our Armed Forces and have wanted to help make a difference for those of 
them in need. When I first joined the Order as a Squire, I dedicated much of my time to assisting the 
Almoner Committee in allocating resources to programs meant to help veterans, in addition to others. I, 
as a Catholic raised from birth, have always practiced acts of charity when possible. My experiences 
with the Order in the past have not only confirmed my impression of its philanthropic capability, but 
also its transparency and commitment to honest payouts towards those that needed it. Second to the 
mission of our priory, I value the comradery among the Knights, Dames and Squires of our Order. It is a 
rare opportunity to participate in a group of ardent, altruistic men and women that share my values so 
closely. It would be my ultimate honor to continue this relationship by advancing my rank within this 
Holy Sovereign Order. .
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St. Joseph Commandery Investiture
October 23, 2021 

Throughout my time at Sonoma Ste University, l have made it my ultimate goal to aid those who are less 
fortunate. Participating in various philanthropic activities such as food drives, and fundraisers for the 
less fortunate has left me with a desire to help those who need it in a grander scale. Therefore, it would 
be an honor to have the privilege to work alongside the Dames and Knights of the Order in their noble 
pursuits to aid the communities in need. l have the passion and yearn to help others that would help 
drive me to execute the will of the Order effectively.
Having grown up with a father and a brother who share the same desire to help it would be a privilege 
like no other to exercise my inclination to aid others amongst not only my family, but all other members 
of the Order. 

Aspirant Marc-Philippe Lambert

Aspirant Marlene (Mori) Mandis

Mori is sponsored by Chevalier James Glass. She is currently the President of the Silicon Valley Concierge 
Association. Mori received a degree in Art/Interior/Graphic Design and a degree in Theatre Arts and 
Scenic Design. Her vast career has spanned from South Bay Accent Magazine as an associate Art 
Designer, Walt Disney Records working in Public Relations, Cal Poly Athletics /Special Events and 
LucasArts/ Public Relations. Returning home to the San Jose Convention & Visitors Bureau as the first 
Concierge and managed 250 HOST volunteers at Norm Mineta Airport. She has given her time to many 
organizations including starting the first PTA Lynbrook High School winning state honors, organizing the 
Murdock Neighborhood Association, being part of the District One Leadership Group San Jose. Also 
joined the team at Northwest Region Santa Rosa Developing Committee for the Canine Companions of 
Independence. Currently received Healey V as a released professional service dog to enter into the new 
Canine Companion Therapy Dog Program. They will be making a difference in a new way.
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St. Joseph Commandery Investiture
October 23, 2021 

W. David Munson is now the Director of Finance for First Community Housing, a non-profit developer of 
affordable housing.  He has over 20 years directing and managing finance operations in various 
industries, including high technology, non-profits, and alternative energies.  He worked many years as a 
consultant to various businesses and industries evaluating his customers’ processes, and informational 
needs to set up new accounting/ERP and information systems and provide customers with the tools 
they needed to improve and expand their businesses.  David served in the U.S. Air Force as a pilot, and 
received his J.D. and M.B.A. degrees from Santa Clara University and a B.S.EE. degree from the U.S. Air 
Force Academy.  On his time off, he enjoys studying meditation and working the family’s small horse 
farm.  He looks forward to being a member of this prestigious organization and working with and getting 
to know its members. 

Aspirant David William Munson

Aspirant Lara Lita Orradre

Lara graduated from the University of California Davis with a degree in Biological Science and went to 
work for Fresh Express Farms in their research and development department. After marrying her 
husband, Martin, they started a family and she stayed home to raise their four children. She found 
satisfaction in volunteering, aiding the Dominican Hospital, with their fundraising gala and also with the 
Grower-Shipper Association of Central Coast. They were blessed to be able to send their children to St. 
Mary School in Gilroy, a private Catholic 
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St. Joseph Commandery Investiture
October 23, 2021 

Aspirant Lara Lita Orradre

Charles H. Reynolds “Chuck” is excited to join the order. Over the years he has enjoyed donating time 
and treasure to organizations and communities in need. During his 40 years as owner of CH Reynolds 
he actively participated and led several programs that helped serve needs in the Santa Clara 
Valley. Examples include providing food and school supplies to women and children at local shelters, 
Schools for Skates that allowed children from disadvantaged schools to skate for free at the San Jose Ice 
Rink and underwriting the EMQ and Family First Golf Tournament for many years. As an owner of 
several successful companies, entrepreneur and philanthropist Chuck understands the need to give back 
and has been fortunate to be able to do so and looks forward to continuing to do this with the Knights. 
Chuck is sponsored by Dame Shelly Paiva.

Aspirant Charles Henry Reynolds

Continued from page 11…

kindergarten through 8th grade school, where their youngest is currently an 8th grader. Lara found a 
sense of community and volunteer opportunities in the Catholic school and parish, namely working on 
their Blue and White auction for many years and helping to found their walk a thon program. When her 
children went to high school, Lara continued to volunteer there as well. Finding another like minded 
group of individuals at St. Francis Catholic High school in Watsonville. She worked with their sports 
programs, coat and toy drives and also their Burgundy and Gray Gala. Both Lara and her husband were 
raised to give back to their communities and they have fostered that sense of giving in their children as 
well. Lara is grateful to Rhonda Secor for sponsoring her.
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St. Joseph Commandery Investiture
October 23, 2021 

Aspirant Kimberly Richman

From bringing change to “at-risk” youths in low-income communities in New York City, to serving a two-
year humanitarian mission for the sick and the needy, and participating in early childhood education 
policy development at UNICEF, Clement has worked in public service for 20+ years. Currently a 
Supervisory Special Agent in the Department of Justice, Clement is humble to be in a capacity to 
continue his service to the Country. Clement wishes to expand his service by contributing to his local 
community through the Sovereign Order of St. John. Clement is sponsored by his proud Godfather, 
Christopher Citti.

Aspirant Clement Christopher Stasi

Kim, a Silicon Valley native, has been associated with some of the area’s most prestigious real estate 
firms over the last 27 years and currently runs the Kim Richman Real Estate Team at Compass in Los 
Gatos. She recently married her amazing husband, Kurt Smith, owner of Handcrafted Metals and has 
two wonderful kids. Chad (31) is a team member with the KRRT and Karly (16) is a Junior at Archbishop 
Mitty. Kim is an ongoing contributor and realtor to Life Services Alternatives (LSA), which provides 
independent living homes for developmentally disabled adults. Kim is also a platinum business sponsor 
of the Los Gatos Education Fund where she wholly funds programs such as music education for K-8. In 
2018 Kim was moved to take her family on a mission-oriented trip to Peru to build green houses for the 
Andean Alliance for Sustainable Development. After numerous years of encouragement by sponsors, 
Chevalier Colin and Dame Caroline Macnab and attendance to a number of Summer Garden parties, Kim 
is joining the Order to expand her reach to others in need. 
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St. Joseph Golf Tournament
The 2021 St. Joseph Golf Tournament Proved to Be Another Fun Success!  

After cancelling last year’s golf tournament due to the Covid pandemic and spending the last year 
sheltering in place, there was much anticipation and uncertainty about this year’s tournament which 
took place on Monday, July 19th at the private San Jose Country Club.  The uncertainty was quickly 
replaced with relief and elation when we ended up meeting our goal of 60 golfers which was higher 
than we had in the past and raising over $11,000 for our Order on the coat tails of such a difficult year. 

Golfers started the day with a box lunch compliments of Dame Peggy Dozier, who very generously 
sponsored the lunches and a frosty Margarita Hole on the course.  The tournament was a scramble 
format which gave every player an opportunity to hit their ball from the tee and then players placed 
their ball where the farthest ball in their foursome sat which is a great way for even beginners to get the 
chance to play without slowing down the game and becoming discouraged.  

Co-Chairs, Dame Kelly Dippel and Chevalier Ray Mendoza decided to focus this year’s tournament 
mainly on GOLF and fun with only a raffle that boosted the fundraising efforts.  They felt that after such 
a year of so many struggles, it was a good time to just be among one another in a fun, easy 
atmosphere.  

The San Jose Country Club did a fantastic job helping us orchestrate a seamless event.  The box lunches 
were perfect, and the dinner was fabulous with tri-tip, mouth-watering fried chicken, creamy mashed 
potatoes, roasted vegetables, and ice cream sundaes for dessert. 

We are very thankful to Chevalier Chris Carroll (Copenbarger & Copenbarger), Dame Peggy Dozier, and 
Chevalier Barry Fernald for their Golf Champion Sponsorships and to Chevalier Ray Mendoza for 
sponsoring the Golf Carts and supplying most of the volunteers for the event.  We thank all our 
sponsors including our 8 Tee Sign Sponsors for elevating the success of this tournament and for 
everyone who participated and to Dame Barbara and Robert Avery for making this such a memorable 
event.

If you have any comments or ideas you would like to share, we would love to hear from you.  Please 
contact Kelly Dippel at 408-888-8290 or at Kdippel@KellyDippel.com.

Yours in St. John,

Dame Kelly Dippel, DGSJ
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