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Message from Grand Master William D. Stein
Welcome to 2020.
I am honored to be your Grand Master and am more and
more encouraged about the growth and health of the Order. It is
my pleasure to inform you that our International Order is doing very
well. In 2019 Suzanne and I have attended, and I have invested,
every Investiture in Europe and Canada and all except one in the
United States.
The overwhelming status of each Commandery is flourishing
and Commanderies everywhere are focused on raising money for
their charities and growing their memberships.
In Glasgow, Scotland, six Aspirants were invested from
Copenhagen along with the Aspirants from the Glasgow
Commandery. They will join the other six founding members of the
new Dagmar Commandery in Copenhagen, Denmark. The first
Investiture for this Commandery in Copenhagen, has been
announced for the week of June 17-24. At this time an additional six
Aspirants and possibly more will join the existing twelve members
of this new Commandery.
In 2020 a new Commandery in Central Finland will hold their inaugural Investiture, November 20-21.
Investitures scheduled for 2020 are:
• Priory of Western United States and Priory of San Francisco Area Investiture, May 1-2
• Budapest Commandery Investiture, June 12-13
• Dagmar Commandery of Denmark Copenhagen, June 17-24
• Commandery of the Sierras Investiture, June 26-27
• Priory of Brittany Investiture, June 26-27
• Sovereign Council Meeting in Vancouver, September 14-20
• Commandery of Central Finland Inaugural Investiture, November 20-21
• London Commandery Investiture November, 27-28 (pending).
I encourage all of you to attend Investitures outside of your area. It will bring not only new experiences, but an
entire new understanding of the International Order and lifelong friends.
Thank you all for your continued support and hard work.
As we move into 2020, let us be thankful for each other, our families and for our mission in the Order.
Yours in St. John,
HMEH William D. Stein, GCSJ, MMSJ
Grand Master
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Message from the Prior of the Western United States
My dear friends of St. John, the
Christmas season seemed extra busy,
almost too much for some, and just
right for others. I am further hopeful
that your 2020 New Year will be
exactly as you imagined.

After “simplifying” or just improving the process, it will be handed over
to the committee for Automation Tools & Digital Doc Mgmt led by Chevalier
Tom Bakewell so these forms can be processed on the internet for
submission, review and approvals.
The Investiture Ceremony Committee is reviewing procedures for
conformity to the SOSJ official Investiture Manual and the Investiture
weekend is also being reviewed for assessing the future of Investiture
weekends and future needs. Member Recruitment, Retention and
Engagement and Western Region Commandery expansion round out our
current committees. I want to thank all of the committee members for their
dedication and hard work!!

Reflecting on 2019, we had a
wonderful year full of activities
around the Commanderies. Special
thanks to Commander Allison
Abbott-Kline and her Commandery.
St. Joseph’s Summer Garden
Party and Golf Tournaments were both huge successes, great fun for all, but
mostly great because St. Joseph was able to raise enough money to satisfy all
their charitable goals and a bit more!

I recently attended the Palm Beach Investiture and was very pleased to
see three west coast Commanderies well represented with 14 members
and guests in attendance. I challenge everyone to attend at least one
Investiture outside the area. There are many events scheduled throughout
2020. The Sovereign Council meeting will be held this September in
Vancouver, an event you should plan to attend.

Commander BJ Sullivan and the entire Commandery of the Sierras
throughout 2019 has raised and given to multiple charities and topped off
the year with their flagship fundraiser Reno City Lights™ which was a huge
success! Many members from Western Military, San Francisco and St Joseph
Commanderies attended which made the event even more special.

As we start the new year, I am wishing everyone a happy and healthy
new year!
Yours in St. John,

As we look into the new year please mark your calendars for May 1 and
2 when the Western Priory and Priory of the San Francisco Area Investiture
will be held at the St. Joseph Cathedral in downtown San Jose. Festivities
include Aspirant Cocktail Party at the Capital Club overlooking downtown
San Jose and Investiture Gala Dinner at the Fairmont (details inside this
newsletter). I hope you can join us and make this a memorable event.

Brian Rauschhuber, KJSJ
Prior of the Western United States

The Western United States Priory Council has embarked on several
initiatives that will be helpful as we continue to grow. A Forms Simplification
Committee has been assembled to review all the forms used in the Order.
Most of these affect the Commanders, Priors and Grand Priors, all flowing to
Le Petit Conseil for approval up to the Grand Master.

Message from the Prior of The San Francisco Area
As this beautiful autumn, glowing
with hues of rust and gold, moves
across Northern California, all of the
Commanderies— The Western Military,
San Francisco, St. Joseph and
Sierras—can look back with a sense of
pride in our accomplishments over the
last twelve months.

At the Grand Priory Council meeting held before the Investiture in
San Francisco last year, Grand Prior Suzanne Turner broached the idea of
elevating the level of expertise among Knights and Dames about a wide
array of issues by means of a webinar platform. Reverend Eric Metoyer and
Chevalier Bryan Avery have provided exceptional input in the form of ideas
for a syllabus and technical expertise. Grand Prior Turner is providing the
momentum. The project is a work in progress and will come online
sometime next year.

At the resplendent and solemn
Investiture ceremony held April 27 in
Grace Cathedral, we welcomed aboard
four Knights and ten Dames, thereby
enriching our ranks with unique
talents, energy, and innovative ideas. We look forward to learning more about
them at future events and having them join us in support of charitable
projects and organizations. We also encourage them to immerse themselves
in material about the organization: its history, its core mission, its leadership.
The International web site at www.sosjinternational.org is a particularly rich
source of information. Participate in Commandery level committees and
volunteer for fund-raising and support projects. As you advance in rank,
make yourselves available for positions of leadership and responsibility.

We look forward to a bright and promising New Year.
Yours in St. John,
Bill Buchanan, KJSJ
Prior of the San Francisco Area
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Sierras Commandery Update
By Commander B.J. Sullivan, KJSJ
Our Reno City Lights event was a great success! We had 180
people attend the event on a cold Friday night in late November at
The Grove at South Creek in Reno, Nevada. Eight couples attended
from the three Commanderies in the Bay Area. Also in attendance
were one Prior Emeritus, Colleen Wilcox, two Priors, Bill Buchanan and
Brian Rauschhuber and one Grand Prior, Suzanne Turner, who traveled
all the way from Palm Beach, Florida.
The Commandery of the Sierras beneficiary was the Eddie
House. The Eddie House helps homeless and at-risk youth ages 12-24
living without hope on the streets of downtown Reno. Their mission is
to engage and guide their young clients in a setting where they feel safe, mentally and physically, as they work
to first become stable and then move to sustainable independence, becoming productive members of our
community. The Commandery of the Sierras donated a 15 passenger van, along with a multi-year warranty
and insurance. In addition, people attending the event donated an additional $5,649 by pledge card to the
Eddy House and $1,190 in raffle ticket sales. At the event, wine and champagne were served along with
delicious hors d’ oeuvres and a great dinner buffet. Dazzling deserts were provided by Allen Kennedy and
Linda Nichole, members of the Sierra Commandery! Fun was had by all!

St. Joseph Commandery Update
By Commander Allison Abbott Kline, DGSJ
Chevalier Ed Lambert and his lovely wife Nathalie hosted a
potential aspirant party October 1 in their Willow Glen home. Over 15
potential new members learned about the rich history of our Order,
the charities supported by our Commandery and mingled with the St.
Joseph Commandery Council. Ed is part of the Membership
Committee and truly enjoys sharing his experience as a member of
the Sovereign Order. Thank you again for your genuine hospitality.
Dame Kelly Dippel and Dame Shelly Paiva co-hosted the fall
social at David Yurman Jewelers on November 13. Members shopped
and mingled while sipping champagne. A few potential Aspirants also
joined the festivities. This was a grand way to kick off holiday shopping. Kelly and Shelly have worked on
getting our Commandery together for creative socials. I’m looking forward to what fun they have in store for
2020.
In January 2020 our Almoner, Chevalier Fran Harvey, will have the Charity Pro-ject Funding
Applications available. Last year we supported 8 worthy organiza-tions and over the past 2 decades we have
funded $3,600,000. I am amazed at the wonderful work all of our funded charities do for the less fortunate
within our community.
Summer Garden Party Chair Dame Helen Lambert and co-chair Dame Laura Pesavento are well into
planing our 2020 signature event. This year’s theme is a ‘Knight in Malta’ with a nod to our historical origin. I
am excited to announce the venue is the Mission Gardens and Adobe Lodge of Santa Clara University. The St.
Joseph Commandery looks forward to seeing everyone there on Saturday, September 26, 2020.
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RENO CITY LIGHTS BENEFITS HOMELESS YOUTH
Members of the Commandery of the Sierras celebrated the joy of
giving in grand style with their eighth semi-annual Reno City Lights (RCL)
fundraiser which kicked off the holiday season at The Grove at South
Creek in November. Dressed in festive party attire, guests
noshed on a tantalizing array of appetizers followed
by a delicious dinner and dessert buffet.
Playing classic hits from the 50’s,
60’s and 70’s, the Baker Street Band
brought many guests to their feet to
dance the night away. Londoner
and band founder, Adrian Baker,
cut his teeth in the music business
while playing with the Beach
Boys, Frankie Valli and The Four
Seasons.
The next morning, knights
and dames who traveled from
California and Florida to attend
RCL were treated to a lovely brunch
at the home of Prior of the Western
USA, Brian Rauschhuber and his wife
Julee. Following the meal, some attendees
played golf and others took a beautiful
wintry drive to the north shore of Lake Tahoe.
The beneficiary charity for RCL 2019 was
Eddy House, whose mission is to help homeless and
at-risk youth ages 12-24 who are living in downtown
Reno. Volunteers and staff at Eddy House help guide
young clients to become stable and sustainably
independent as they develop into productive
members of the community. Providing a mentally and
physically safe environment in downtown, the Eddy
House drop-in resource center has reached out to
around 600 youth each year. Recent expansion of the
program has added 50 beds with the expectation of
serving around 800 individuals annually. Proceeds
from RCL were used to buy a 12-passenger van to
transport clients to school, appointments and
interviews.
Past beneficiaries of RCL include Children’s
Cabinet, Crisis Call Center, Ronald McDonald House
Family Lounge in the Pediatric ICU of Renown
Children’s Hospital, Assistance League of Northern
Nevada, HSI/WARC and Veterans Guest House.
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RENO INVESTITURE FEATURES RICHEST RODEO

Knights and dames of the Commandery
of the Sierras are saddling up their horses in
anticipation of the Commandery investiture in
Reno on June 27. Celebrated during the annual
Reno Rodeo (the wildest, richest rodeo in the
West), the investiture includes tickets to the
rodeo’s evening performance on June 26 for
those who want to attend.

The festive weekend will kick off before
the rodeo with a welcome reception for
aspirants at the penthouse of Jack and Suzy
McLeod in the Palladio next to the Truckee River.
Aspirants will attend a brunch in the Mt. Rose
Room of the Whitney Peak Hotel the following
morning before their investiture rehearsal at the
First United Methodist Church. Although the
Methodist denomination in Reno dates back to
1868, the cornerstone of its present physical
location was laid in 1926. Tucked along the banks
of the Truckee, the church offers a lovely
representation of Gothic Revival Architecture
that helped it to be listed in the roster of
National Historic Places. After a very memorable
investiture ceremony, aspirants and attendees
will gather in the Mt. Rose Room for a gala social
hour followed by dinner and dancing.

Headquarters for out-of-town SOSJ
members will be the Whitney Peak Hotel in
downtown Reno where a block of rooms will be
reserved. Completely renovated several years
ago, Whitney Peak is a stylish non-gaming,
non-smoking boutique hotel that proudly
pampers guests with a host of amenities sure to
please even the most discriminating traveler.
Featuring sleek but comfortable décor, the
property even boasts its own outdoor climbing
wall where climbers can be seen scaling the side
of the building high above Virginia Street.

Save the date now for this fun-filled classy
Reno weekend. The Commandery of the Sierras
will welcome you to Nevada in grand SOSJ style.

Save The Date - June 26-27, 2020
Commandery of the Sierras Investiture
Mark your calendar!
Friday, June 26, Commandery of the Sierras will be hosting an Aspirant
Cocktail party at 3pm and then proceeding to the Reno Rodeo at 6pm.
Saturday, June 27, at 5pm the Investiture celebration will be held at the
First United Methodist Church of Reno, followed by a reception and
gala dinner at the Whitney Peak Mt. Rose Room at 6:30pm.
A block of rooms will be made available at the Whitney Peak Hotel for
out of town guests.
Look for more information early spring 2020.
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ANNOUNCING 5TH ANNUAL ST. JOSEPH GOLF TOURNAMENT
By Kelly Dippel, DSJ
The last four years have proved to be a very fun experience for golfers and non-golfers alike to spend a day with fellow
Knights, Dames, and new friends playing golf and making a difference for our chosen charities. This coming year, we are excited
to announce that we are moving our tournament from Cinnabar Hills Golf Club to the private and very beautiful San Jose
Country Club (SJCC) on Monday, May 18, 2020.
As we have done in the past, this is a “best ball” tournament which not only keeps the pace moving along, but provides
an excellent way for new and non-golfers to participate and really get a feel for the game.
Lunch and dinner will be included for golfers. The chef is preparing an absolutely amazing menu for dinner and
non-golfers are encouraged to attend the dinner portion.
We are also bringing back by popular demand, the “Sip & Swing,” which is an hour of golf instruction with the SJCC Golf
Pro as participants sip, swing, & giggle. Each participant can decide if they want to focus their game on more sipping, swinging,
or giggling.
Last year, we had 58 golfers and close to 100 guests for dinner and we raised $18,477.38. Our goal this year is to completely fill
the golf course with a minimum of 72 golfers and fill the dining room. This is a very fun, low pressure event. We hope new and
non-golfers will join us on the course or at the Sip & Swing.
Co-Chairs, Chevalier Ray Mendoza and Dame Kelly Dippel are getting very creative this year to make sure this is another
year not to be missed.
If you have any comments or ideas, please share them with Dame Kelly Dippel at
408-888-8290 or at Kdippel@KellyDippel.com

HOLIDAY GREETINGS FROM ST. JOSEPH’S
By Commander Allison Abbott-Kline, DGSJ
A wonderful tradition continued this year with a Christmas party hosted by my husband Chevalier Norman Kline and
me at our home with 100 guests comprised of Knights Dames, family and aspirants. A fantastic time was had by all.
As we close out a hectic time and the decade, my thoughts turn to 2020. New is the year, new are the hopes,
opportunities and wishes. With respect and admiration for my fellow Knights, Dames and Squires of the St. Joseph
Commandery, may the joy of this New Year bring you and your families laughter, joy, happiness, prosperity and good health.
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Sovereign Order of St. John of Jerusalem
Knights Hospitaller

Priories of the Western United States & San Francisco Area

A Welcome Reception
to meet our 2020 Aspirants
Friday, May 1st
at

Silicon Valley Capital Club

50 West San Fernando Street, San Jose
Dress

7:00pm to 10:00pm
Cocktails and Buffet Dinner

Cocktail Attire

Sovereign Order of St. John of Jerusalem, Knights Hospitaller
Priories of the Western United States & San Francisco Area
invite you to

The 2020 Investiture
Saturday, May 2nd
at

The Cathedral Basilica of St. Joseph
80 Market Street, San Jose
dinner to follow at

Fairmont San Jose

170 South Market Street, San Jose
6:15pm
7:30pm

Dress

Investiture
Cocktails,
Dinner & Dancing

White or Black Tie
Military or Scottish Equivalent
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San Francisco Commandery Update
By Commander Robert K. Leonard, KCS
Looking forward to building a more robust Commandery by 2021, the San Francisco
Commandery is focusing on nurturing and strengthening the relationships of our existing
members by offering several fun and informal gatherings this year. One goal in providing
multiple events is to introduce potential Aspirants and friends outside our Sovereign Order,
who share our values, to get to know us in smaller settings to find out what we are all about
and to meet and talk with our members.
With this in mind, the San Francisco Commandery launched an exciting new series of
innovative and intimate cocktail parties and dinners, we call, ‘Knights Around the Bay’. Offered
every three months or so, each will have a unique theme and venue, accommodating 35- 45
people. Each event is on a first come, first served basis and, judging from the first two, will fill
up fast. Each party is hosted and fully sponsored by a member of our Commandery so that 100 percent of the proceeds
from each event will go directly to one of our designated charities.
The first of these special social gatherings, which was appropriately named A Candy Store Escapade, took place on
Saturday, October 19 in Burlingame, where approximately 45 Knights, Dames and guests were surrounded by an
astounding collection of classic and luxury automobiles. The venue was The Candy Store, a private club for classic car
lovers located within an elegant Spanish style building designed in 1928 as a Packard dealership. Everyone who
attended enjoyed a wonderful assortment of scrumptious hors d'oeuvres, along with fine wines and cocktails to sip as
they listened to live soft jazz and meandered among the cars imagining themselves on the road or racetrack, in one of
these beauties. Thanks to the generosity of Dame Kelly Shields and her husband Chevalier Merlin Davis, who hosted and
sponsored this event, all the ticket sales and pledges went directly to our designated charity, which this year is the
Sentinels of Freedom.
Some of the guests attending were:
H.E. Bailiff Chris Worrall, H.E. Bailiff Colleen Wilcox, Commander Robert Leonard and Dame Kathy,
Commander JR Hastings, Vice Commander Kelly Shields, Chevalier Walter Joyce and Patricia, Chevalier
Donald Bradley and Lana, Dame Kathy Heap and Simon, Chevalier Larry Hernandez and Dame Kristi.
Sentinels of Freedom is a community of patriots focused on “filling the gaps” for severely wounded, post-9/11
veterans as they journey from the military, to school, to successful self-supporting citizens. This was our primary charity
for 2018 and 2019.
On Wednesday evening, December 11, the second in the series took place in the form of a magical and intimate
Festa di Natale at Villa Taverna, a preeminent and treasured private Italian dining club within the financial district of San
Francisco. Approximately 45 Knights, Dames and guests attended this wonderful Italian Style Christmas Party and the
happy glow of twinkling lights put everyone in a festive mood. Several of our previous senior officers and Emeritus
members attended and it was wonderful to connect with them again. H.E. Bailiff Emeritus Lynne White and his wife
Jeanne, Dame Lynda Olinger Turner and her husband Keith, Chevalier Larry Chew, Chevalier Bill Musgrave, Grand Master
William Stein attended with his wife Dame Suzanne, Prior of San Francisco Area William Buchanan with Claire,
Commander of the San Francisco Commandery Robert Leonard with Dame Kathleen, Vice Commander of the San
Francisco Commandery Kelly Shields, Commander of the Western Military Commandery JR Hastings with Laddia,
Treasurer Bill Gisvold with Kathy, Chevalier Walter Joyce with Patricia and many other members and guests.
Everyone enjoyed delicious hors d’oeuvres, libations and festive live music provided by a wonderful dance band.
Thanks to the generosity of Dame Lorna Meyer, her husband Dennis Calas and Chevalier Gerry Parker and his wife Carol
Parker who together hosted and sponsored this event, all the ticket sales and pledges went directly to our designated
charity, the Sentinels of Freedom.
Details are being finalized for the remaining ‘Knights Around the Bay’ parties for 2020. An event planning
committee, chaired by Dame Kathleen Leonard, is working on upcoming events. Members of the San Francisco
Commandery who would like to host an event, so that all ticket sales go directly to our designated charities,
please contact: Kathleen Leonard at: KathleenMLeonard@me.com.
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SAN FRANCISCO COMMANDERY “ CANDY STORE”

SAN FRANCISCO COMMANDERY “VILLA TAVERNA”
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THE MUSICAL

Transcendence's Broadway Under The Stars
The critically acclaimed and award-winning
Transcendence Theatre Company presents "Broadway Under
the Stars," an annual summer series of four extraordinary
outdoor shows featuring accomplished Broadway and
Hollywood professionals performing on the most beautiful
stage in Wine County.
This is Number 3 in ‘Knights Around The Bay’
The San Francisco Commandery asks that you mark
your calendar for The Best Night Ever at BROADWAY UNDER
THE STARS in Jack London State Historic Park in Sonoma’s
Valley of the Moon. Saturday, June 13, at 5:00 pm.
Tickets are limited! First come, First served!
Your evening begins with a picnic dinner from The Girl and The Fig restaurant, served in the VIP
outdoor lounge with local wines from some of the very best Sonoma wineries. Enjoy music and great
conversation before the Broadway musical performance of CHICAGO!
Make your way to your VIP seat within Jack London’s open-air winery ruins. This one-of-a-kind setting
was named by USA Today’s 10 Best as the #2 Outdoor Concert Venue You Shouldn’t Miss in the US.
The performance features incredible talent from Broadway and beyond, with professionals from
shows such as Hamilton, Wicked, Frozen, Mamma Mia and more.
$200 per person includes a welcome reception and a full Picnic Dinner, premium Sonoma Valley
wines and VIP seating. One hundred percent of your ticket price goes directly to one of our SOSJ charities,
thanks to the underwriting of Commander Robert and Dame Kathleen Leonard. Kathleen can help you with
hotel arrangements, if needed.
If you would like to sponsor an upcoming ‘Knights Around the Bay’, please contact Kathleen Leonard
at 707-938-8000 or e-mail her at Kathy@KathleenLeoanrd.com
https://transcendencetheatre.org/broadway-under-the-stars/
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Western Military Commandery Update
By J.R. Hastings, KGSJ
Greetings to All,
By the time you receive this message, the new year will have been
born. On behalf of The Western Military Commandery (WMC), we hope 2020
is your best year yet!
WMC is planning to add to your social calendar to help this year be
your best year yet! Though we have a long way to go in our planning and
preparation, please reserve June 13 for our Summer Solstice Soiree in
Atherton. YOU are the essential and most important person to make this a
successful annual event. We plan to send you the details in March, but for
now, please mark the date on your calendars!
Additionally please mark your calendars for our other upcoming events in 2020:
• February 7, Pre-Valentine’s Day Dinner, Izzy’s
• June 13, Summer Solstice Soirée, Atherton (all Commanderies invited)
• June 21, St. John’s Day Service and Brunch (all Commanderies invited)
WESTERN MILITARY COMMANDERY UPCOMING EVENTS
By J.R. Hastings, KGSJ

The Western Military Commandery is venturing where it has never gone before — or at least
in recent memory and plans to sponsor a significant social fundraiser. We are in negotiations with
the likes of Frank Sinatra and Dean Martin, the famous crooners, and expect they will join us for an
afternoon of music that you’ve always enjoyed in an atmosphere of camaraderie and fun typical of
St. John’s gatherings. More information will be announced soon along with the details of the
afternoon. Please mark your calendars for June 13 and be ready for a memorable time.
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In Memoriam
Bernard Joseph Vash, Lieutenant Colonel Retired
United States Air Force
June 23, 1928 - August 25, 2019
Western Military Commandery
As a 21 year veteran of the U.S. Air Force, Bernard executed almost 7,000 hours
of flying time of which 3,000 were combat crew time. He was a highly decorated pilot as
a Hurricane Hunter, flying B-27s in the 57th Strategic Weather Reconnaissance Squadron.
After his retirement, Bernard, married to his first wife, moved to the Bay Area as an
executive at Visa. After his wife’s death, Bernard met and married Elizabeth
Couse and they lived happily in the wine country until his death.
Bernard was a member of the Presidio Yacht Club, San Francisco Metropolitan Club and
an active member of Sovereign Order of the
St. John of Jerusalem Knights Hospitaller, Western Military
Commandery. He was invested in 2001. Bernard served as Treasurer of his Commandery.
Bernard was interred at Arlington National Cemetery on January 16, 2020.

In Memoriam
Terry Lawson Howell, Lieutenant Commander Retired
United States Navy
April 28, 1936 - December 30, 2019
Western Military Commandery
Terry was a 21 year veteran of the United States Navy as an officer and Naval Aviator,
was a decorated pilot and served on the USS Midway CVA-41. Terry loved to fly,
was President of the Oakland Aviation Museum and was active in several organizations
including the Naval Order, Monterey Chapter, the Quiet Birdmen and the Gold Eagle
Flyers.
After retiring from the Navy, Terry worked for 14 years as The West Coast Group
Manager for VSE Corporation in Oakland.
Terry was invested in the Sovereign Order of St. John of Jerusalem Knights Hospitaller
in 2004 and was an active member of the Western Military Commandery.
He is survived by his wife Barbara, two daughters and two grandchildren. His lively sense
of humor and his great storytelling will be missed by all who knew him.
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