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Dear Knights, Dames, Squires and Aspirants,

I hope that your celebration of the resurrection of Jesus this past Easter 
was filled with joy and love.  As we move into 2021 things seem to be 
progressing well with vaccine distribution, fewer cases and more 
locations opening up.  Looking ahead for the Priory, we are excited for 
the June 19 Investiture in Reno, Nevada.  We’re excited to bring in seven 
Aspirants: six for the Sierras and one for St. Joseph.  We look forward to 
greeting those planning to attend this wonderful event.

Looking out into Fall 2021, we are underway with planning efforts to 
conduct a joint Investiture of the San Francisco Priory and Priory of the 
Western US.  More information and details will be available this summer.

I do want to extend my gratitude to Commander Allison and Commander BJ for their service to their 
commanderies as they come to the end of their two-year terms.  Both were faced with many unknowns while 
maneuvering all COVID had in store for us.  I thank them immensely from the bottom of my heart for their 
accomplishments and contributions to the Order.

It is also my pleasure to announce the new Priory of the Western USA Commanders that will take the reins 
beginning April:  Commander Renee Verrier, Commandery of the Sierras and Commander Ed Lambert, St. 
Joseph Commandery.  Both individuals are very talented people and I look forward to supporting them in their 
endeavors to further our mission in serving the sick and poor in Christ.

Lastly, I want to ask that each member (if you’ve not already done so) to please register and gain member 
access to the International website: sosjinternational.org You will find a lot of information there about the 
Order, our history, training videos, Rules of the Order, and more that you may find interesting and educational.

I look forward to seeing those of you joining us in Reno at the June Investiture.  I’m also excited to participate in 
the Annual St. Joseph Golf Tournament scheduled for late June.

May good health and God’s blessings be upon each of you as we move forward in our mission.

Stay safe, be well,
Yours in St. John,

Brian
HE Bailiff Prior Brian Rauschhuber
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Dear Fellow Chevaliers and Dames: It is with gratitude that I wish to thank 
our outgoing Commander Allison Abbot Kline for the superlative job she 
has done over the past 2 years. She is leaving a pair of “size 13” shoes for 
her successor. As you know, COVID has put a definite crimp on our activities 
for the past year. That said, I wanted to share the following updates 
regarding the key events and our Charitable outreach:

Golf Tournament:  We are hosting the St. Joseph golf tournament on July 
19.
Garden Party: We are planning on the return of the Garden Party!  The 
date of this fantastic event is Sunday September 26, 2021 and will be held 
at The University of Santa Clara.  Save the date! 

Investitures: The Sierra Commandry is having their investiture the weekend of June 18th in Reno, NV. Details to 
follow if you wish to attend. The St. Joseph’s  Commandry is planning to hold their investiture on October 23rd. 
Planned venue for the ceremony is the San Jose Basilica with Capital Club and Fairmont as probable venues for 
the Friday Aspirants Reception and Breakfast and the Investiture Dinner. 

Regarding our charities, we are planning to “digest” those charities which were chosen prior to COVID to make 
sure we have those taken care of before we venture into a new round. Happily it appears that between our 
current cash and the events that are coming we should be well able to take care of them. Very best to you and 
your families for continued health and happiness! 

Respectfully submitted, Yours in St. John,
Ed Lambert, Commander St. Joseph Commandery

Upcoming Events Around the Order

• June 19 – Commandery of the Sierras Investiture
• July 19 – St. Joseph Commandery Annual Golf Tournament
• September 10 – Vancouver Commandery Investiture
• September 26 – St. Joseph Summer Garden Party
• September 24-26 – Grand Priory of St. Henrik, Finland Investiture
• October 16 – Victoria Commandery Investiture
• October 22-23 – Priories of The Western United States & San Francisco Bay Area Investiture
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Fellow Knights, Dames and Squires,

The time has come to pass the helm of leadership within our Commandery to Chevalier Ed Lambert. Please join 
me in wishing him well and great success in his two year term as Commander. I have had the distinct pleasure 
to work with Ed these past months to make the transition smooth and seamless. His dedication to the Order 
combined with his outgoing personality will undoubtedly make for a wining combination. Moreover, he truly 
embraces our mission of ‘Pro Fide, Pro Utilitate Hominum’.

There have been many highlights during my term as Commander but what comes to the top of my mind are you 
- yes all of you. Your friendship, support, willingness to serve and to share your treasure with those less 
fortunate in our community will stay with me forever. For this, I am blessed. This journey would not have 
happened without the support and encouragement of my husband of 40 years, Chevalier Norman Kline. He has 
been with me every step of the way and I must say we make an amazing team.

A Note from Dame Allison 
Abbott-Kline, DGSJ

I would be remiss if I did not thank my Commandery Council for their unwavering guidance and advice as we 
pivoted from joyful gatherings - Golf Tournaments, Summer Garden Parties, Social Gatherings - to endless 
Zoom meetings and online events. I am forever grateful to HE Bailiff Chris Worrall, Chevalier Fran Harvey, 
Chevalier Ray Mendoza, Dame Kelly Dippel, Dame Shelly Paiva, Dame Valerie Burniece, Dame Kathy Wiley, 
Dame Helen Lambert, Chevalier Keith Furuya, Dame Barbara Avery, Dame Kristi Hernandez, Chevalier Ed 
Lambert, Dame Laura Pesavento, Chevalier Tom Bakewell and dear Chevalier Ken Price (may he rest in peace).

As we begin to see the light at the end of the COVID tunnel, may you all remain safe and stay healthy. How 
lucky I am to have played a small part in the history of the Order and Commandery that makes saying goodbye 
so hard.

In deepest and sincere gratitude,
Allison Abbott Kline, Commander, St. Joseph Commandery



April 2021Volume  I THE PRIORY OF THE WESTERN UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

4

A Note from Chevalier B.J. 
Sullivan, KJSJ

The past couple years have been interesting to say the least. As Commander of the Sierras Commandery from 
April 2019 to March 2021 I had fun, enjoyment, happiness, frustrations and profound blessings serving my 
Commandery. 

In the first year we spent our time planning and executing our fundraiser, “Reno City Lights”, which was a huge 
success! The success was accomplished by the team work of all Commandery members. I would like to especially 
recognize the Reno City Lights chair, Renne Verrier. Renee put her heart and soul into the planning and execution 
for the success of the event.

In this first year we also were planning our Investiture for June 27, 2020. Our Marshal Don Witt was going ahead 
full steam and then….  COVID hit!  So, being ever resilient Marshal Don has the Sierras Commandery Investiture 
for June 19, 2021 under full control. 

I am personally very proud of the Knights and Dames of the Sierras Commandery for their generosity to local 
organizations in need of financial support! The Sierras Commandery donated $92,889 to local charities over the 
last two years.

I would like to express my thanks to everyone in the Sierras Commandery for their support during the last two 
years! I would also like to thank Prior Brian Rauschhuber for his guidance and support.

Respectfully submitted, Yours in St. John,
B.J. Sullivan, Commander, Commandery of the Sierra’s
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Commandery of the Sierra members have continued to work with Eddy House at its new residential facility, 
which aids, and now houses, homeless and at risk youth, helping them to become independent, productive 
members of our community, whether through reuniting with family members, going back to school or finding a 
job.  Chevalier BJ Sullivan, KJSJ has donated his construction project management skills, and Chevalier Raymond 
Pezonella, KGSJ his civil engineering talents, to complete the facility design, obtain permits, and oversee 
construction of bathrooms with handicap access, laundry facilities, a snack bar, and a complete commercial 
kitchen.  It is estimated that their donated expertise, as well as enticing sub-contractors to donate time and 
materials, has resulted in a nearly $250,000.00 savings for Eddy House.  The $550,000.00 construction project is 
scheduled to be completed by May 1, 2021.

Charity Spotlight
Commandery of the Sierras

By Commander Renee Verrier, DGSJ
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Investiture
Commandery of the Sierras

By Commander Renee Verrier, DGSJ

The Commandery of the Sierras is very pleased to be hosting the first Investiture of our Sovereign Order in over 
a year-and-a-half, and extremely honored that Grand Master H M E H Bailiff  William D. Stein GCMM, CMSJ, 
MMSJ will be presiding!  This will also be the first Investiture to offer the dubbing of Dames with the sword 
since this policy was approved at the September 2020 Sovereign Council Meeting, and subsequently adopted by 
our Priory.  Ten Dames have thus far signed up to be dubbed at our Investiture.

Since the decision to move forward with our June 19, 2021 Investiture was made just last month, our little 
Commandery has been hard at work planning its first Investiture in many years.   The weekend activities begin 
on Friday morning with the Aspirant Brunch at our host hotel, The Whitey Peak, followed by the Rehearsal at St. 
Thomas Aquinas Cathedral.  Then, it is time to put on your cowboy hats, boots, and best western attire for the 
Welcome Chuck Wagon Buffet, followed the Reno Rodeo, “The Wildest, Richest Rodeo in the West”, celebrating 
over 100 years of Reno Rodeo fun. 

Saturday begins with the noon Investiture Ceremony at St. Thomas Aquinas Cathedral, the mother church of the 
Roman Catholic Diocese in Reno, built in 1908.  This splendid Cathedral is renowned for its beautiful mural 
painting, considered one of the finest works of art of its kind in America.  

The Gala begins at 4 pm at The Club at Rancharrah, previously the mansion and estate of casino magnate Bill 
Harrah, now completely remodeled and recently opened as a private club.  We have a wonderful evening of 
decadent gourmet food, bubbly champagne, delicious wines, and dancing planned for everyone to enjoy, all in a 
spectacular setting.  

The Commandery of the Sierras looks forward to 
welcoming you all to Reno, “The Biggest Little City in 
the World”!  We may even have a few surprises for our 
guests…
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Squire Aspirant Daniel Acton

Squire Aspirant Daniel Acton has been keenly interested in the Sovereign Order of St. John since accompanying 
family to the Sovereign Council Meeting in Malta.  This trip sparked an interest to someday be a Squire and then 
a Knight of our Order, and work for causes the Sovereign Order holds dear.

Daniel is an Account Executive with Utility Telecom and owner of Acton Development, working in Information 
Technology and telecommunications.  He is married and expecting his second child in June.  Daniel believes the 
ability to impact the community and the world in the name of Christ will be heightened by joining the Order, 
and he is eager to begin contributing.

Daniel is sponsored by his proud aunt, Dame Laurie Ann Acton, DGSJ.

Aspirant Spotlight
Commandery of the Sierras

Squire Aspirant Kaden James Davis 

Kaden James Davis is a Squire Aspirant, who has shown an interest in the Sovereign Order of St. John for many 
years.  He has held paying jobs since he was 12 years old, teaching and mentoring younger children in soccer 
and basketball rules, safety, technique, and sportsmanship.  He is a National Honor Society member, taking AP 
classes for college credit while still in high school, and maintaining a 3.8/4.0 GPA.  He also has been on the 
Varsity Basketball, Soccer, and Cross Country Teams.

Kaden has attended Missionary Alliance Church since he was a baby, and has volunteered for “Service Sundays” 
to help his community since he was old enough to do so.  Inspired by his mother, he has volunteered at the local 
Food Bank the past two years, as well as the Boys’ Basketball Camp the past five years, and has helped raise 
funds for the American Cancer Society and local cancer patients the past six years.

Kaden is eager to learn more about our Order and ways to give back to our community from those with much 
more knowledge and experience.  He is sponsored for membership as a Squire in our Order by his proud 
grandmother, Commander Renee Verrier.
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Aspirant Dan O. Hamilton

Aspirant Dan O. Hamilton was born and raised in California, graduated from Arizona State, and relocated to 
Reno when he was 22 years old, never looking back.  He loves life in Reno!  Dan became active in the Episcopal 
Church, married, and raised two daughters.  He is married to Aspirant Karen Hamilton.

Dan has steered his company, The Hamilton Company, which employs 2000 people worldwide, toward research 
and development of scientific and medical products which benefit mankind.  Specifically, the Eliza Machine was 
developed to test and diagnose the HIV virus, which was instrumental in controlling the disease.  Hamilton 
products have been used to develop the Coronavirus vaccine, and Hamilton ventilators are considered the best 
in the world.

Now semi-retired, Dan has the time and resources to devote to improving life for others in our community.   
Dan believes becoming a member of and supporting the Commandery of the Sierras and the Sovereign Order of 
St. John of Jerusalem, Knights Hospitaller, will be the best way to achieve this goal.  Dan is sponsored by 
Receiver General Chevalier Richard Harris.

Aspirant Karen Hamilton

Aspirant Karen Hamilton met and married fellow-Aspirant David O. Hamilton, and then moved from California to 
Reno twelve years ago.  Born in Sacramento, she graduated from UC Davis, and raised her son in Benicia, 
California.   Karen worked as an educator in two fields:  teaching and advocating for developmentally and 
physically disabled adults, and teaching English as a Second Language.  

She initially volunteered to teach English to immigrants, but then returned to UC Berkeley for further course 
work in English and linguistics.   While teaching adult immigrants, she found them to be brave, resilient and 
impressive, and is grateful to have had this experience.  She worked with a non-profit organization for 23 years, 
helping disabled adults in Vallejo, while teaching English as a Second Language at night, until she moved to Reno 
with her new husband.

Karen is sponsored by Receiver General Richard Harris.

Aspirant Spotlight
Commandery of the Sierras
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Aspirant Lawrence Charles Lange, Jr.

Aspirant Lawrence Charles Lange, Jr. is currently retired from a 31 year career at International Business 
Machines Corporation. He held various positions at IBM, primarily in mainframe database software product 
sales, development and services, living and working in many locations domestically and internationally.  Larry 
holds an MBA from Pepperdine University.  Born and raised in Fresno California, he was baptized in Fresno’s 
Sacred Heart Catholic Church.  Larry enjoys skiing, golf, and studying history.

Since retirement, Larry has volunteered his time at the Washoe County School District, the National Automobile 
Museum, and Renown’s South Meadows Hospital. Larry makes monetary donations to: KNPB Public Television, 
The Food Bank of Northern Nevada, Catholic Relief Services, Wikipedia, California State University Fresno, the 
Diabetes Association, Pepperdine University, the Red Cross, Nevada Humane Society, National Automobile 
Museum, and Doctors Without Borders. Larry believes that to give back and contribute to programs to feed, 
tend to the sick, provide shelter and educate supports Jesus’ teaching. Larry is sponsored by his friend, HE 
Bailiff Prior Brian Rauschhuber, GCSJ.

Aspirant Spotlight
Commandery of the Sierras

Aspirant Pastor David Steven McLaughlin

Aspirant Pastor David Steven McLaughlin is passionate about music and serving God.  “Music has always been a 
driving force in my life.  I have been writing and composing worship music since I was 16.  When it was time to 
consider a career, I felt a call to ministry and began interning at the Bridge Church in multiple capacities. After 
leading worship for several years, I was offered a part-time Worship Pastor position at Mountainside Community 
Church. Two years later, I was promoted to full-time ministry as the Associate Pastor.  Serving in several 
ministries has taught me many practical life lessons.  The most important lesson I have learned is to love the 
Lord your God with all your heart and soul and with all your mind, and love your neighbor as yourself.  The 
importance of Matthew 22:34-40 has helped me get through very challenging times.

Being in ministry, I am fond of history.  It is astounding that the Sovereign Order has been around for over 900 
years. The Order has taken James 1:27 seriously, "...to look after orphans and widows in their distress and to 
keep oneself from being polluted by the world."

Pastor Dave is sponsored by his friend and fellow Mountainside Community Church member, H E Bailiff Prior 
Brian Rauschhuber, and will become our Commandery’s first Clergy member.
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Aspirant Spotlight
St. Joseph’s Commandery

Aspirant Christopher Carroll, being elevated from Squire to Knight
St Joseph’s Commandery

Aspirant Christopher Ray Carroll is the CEO of Copenbarger & Copenbarger, an estate planning and 
administration law firm with offices all over California.  He is also the Co-Owner of Uptree Group, a digital 
marketing company with clients all over the country.  He is married to a wonderful woman, Krystal, and they 
have an incredible daughter, Ellie.   Christopher attends multiple churches virtually.   Christopher is driven by his 
desire to inspire people and help them establish their legacies.  When he is able to help a family build a legacy 
that impacts future generations, he is inspired and desires to do even more. 

Christopher helped form the volunteer committee at Copenbarger & Copenbarger, allowing the firm to reach 
into its communities to make a direct impact wherever possible.  He participated in the 2020 Silicon Valley Walk 
to End Alzheimer’s, the Huntington Beach First Responders Appreciation Dinner, and helped provide 
Thanksgiving meals to Shepherd’s Gate, a battered women’s shelter in the Bay Area.   Christopher is a mentor 
for young adults who are interested in becoming businesspeople.   He volunteered to be a mentor and career 
placement coach with the alumni associations at San Jose State and West Valley.  He volunteered at the Silicon 
Valley Duck Race and with San Jose Open Bible. 

Christopher has been in the order as a Squire since 2014, and was drawn to the value system in place, history, 
and fellow members’ passion to help the poor and the sick across the world.  He is excited to be elevated from 
Squire to Knight so that he can further his impact.   Christopher looks forward to many more years with the 
Order.  He is sponsored by his proud father-in-law, HE Bailiff Prior Brian Rauschhuber, GCSJ.
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Exciting News on the Digital 
Front!

Priory Forms Automation

Back in 2020 a committee was formed to streamline and update the forms used within the 
Order.  Promotion forms, Request forms and Aspirant Petition for Admission to name a few 
were all looked at with the assistance of multiple members around the world.  These updated 
forms were approved by the Le Petit Conseil and Sovereign Council as required and put into use 
in 2020. 

Our next step is to make these forms available through an online tool that will let the requestor 
(typically a Commander or Prior) complete the form and then automatically route it for 
signatures.  A typical form may route from Commander, Prior, Grand Prior, LPC and the Grand 
Master.  Chevalier Tom Bakewell and HE Bailiff Prior Brian Rauschhuber teamed up, figured out 
a solution, created the documents, the sign off flow process and how to manage the digital 
documents.  The project is in the final phases of building the solution.  Soon we will begin 
testing which will include Commanders Ed Lambert and Renee Verrier as real-life users.  
Assuming this test cycle completes successfully, we will be making a proposal to the Le Petit 
Conseil for consideration of adoption for Commanderies and Priories around the Order.  
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