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COMMANDER’S MESSAGE 

Dear Knights and Dames, 

I hope you are well and looking forward to celebrating Easter with your family and friends.  As we enter the 
season of rebirth, I want to thank you for your generosity to our community.  Over the past five months, we 
have worked together to serve the sick and the poor and to continue to fulfill the mission of SOSJ.

Through the work of the philanthropy committee, led by Dame Carmella Calta, your contributions have 
allowed SOSJ to fund four non-profits doing wonderful work in our community, and the membership 
committee, under the leadership of Bert Moyar, has many prospective members.  Please continue to reach 
out to our prospects as we need all new member applications turned in to Bert by the end of May.  Let’s all 
help the membership committee grow SOSJ.

As you know, we will hold our investiture on Saturday, October 12th at St. John’s Cathedral.  Dame Mary and 
Chevalier Rustom Khouri are chairing this event and are working hard to make it memorable for everyone.  
Preliminary planning includes a breakfast for the aspirants on Friday, October 11th followed by rehearsal for 
the investiture.  On Friday evening, there will be a reception and dinner at the Khouris’ home in honor of the 
aspirants.  More details will follow, but please put these dates on your calendar.

We look forward to seeing all of you at our upcoming events – all listed in this newsletter.  Again, I hope that 
you have a blessed Easter with your family and friends.  

Sincerely, 
Commander Claire Rosacco

WELCOME TO OUR NEW COMMANDER 

Dame Claire Rosacco has been officially installed as our new Commander, 
after having been very active in our Commandery since her investiture into 
the Order in 2011.  Congratulations, Claire, and thank you for the leadership 
you have always provided – and will continue to provide.  We look forward to 
working with you!  



PHILANTHROPY PROJECTS 

In 2018, the Cleveland Commandery provided financial support to the following four recipients:

Cleveland Kids’ Book Bank
Kids’ Book Bank has installed, and continues to support, over 100 Little Free Libraries throughout 
Cleveland’s communities.  Through these libraries, and through partner organizations, the Kids’ Book Bank 
has distributed 1.7 million books – and touched 100,000 children annually, most of whom previously didn’t 
own a single book. The Cleveland Commandery’s donation of $10,000 was used toward the installation of 
five Outdoor Collection Bins.

Providence House
Providence House is Ohio’s first and one of the nation’s longest operating crisis nurseries.  It is dedicated 
to protecting at-risk children and supporting families through crisis.   Their intervention and prevention 
services have helped many families end the cycles of poverty, abuse, neglect, and violence.  The Cleveland 
Commandery’s donation of $10,000 was used to help purchase two vans needed to transport children 
safely.  

Kiddie City Child Care Community
Kiddie City Child Care Community offers care for children 6 weeks to 12 years of age.  The Commandery’s 
donation of $10,000 was used to repair their heating system by replacing broken boilers and remedying the 
coils that were leaking in the classrooms.  Members of the Cleveland Commandery individually contributed 
an additional $3,600 to help with this endeavor.  

Malachi House
Founded in 1988, Malachi House’s ministry of serving – and preserving the dignity of -  persons who are 
terminally ill, was inspired by the ministry of Father Paul Hritz and the St. Malachi Church parishioners.  The 
services at Malachi House are provided without cost to the resident or family; the Cleveland Commandery’s 
donation of $10,000 was used to defray those costs.  



SERVICE PROJECTS 

Hitchcock Center for Women
On November 13, 2018, the Cleveland Commandery once again served a Thanksgiving dinner to residents of 
Hitchcock Center for Women and then joined them for dinner.  Hearing these remarkable women share their 
stories of struggle and perseverance was inspiring. The Knights and Dames of the Cleveland Commandery are 
grateful to have had the opportunity to experience the beauty and wonder that emanate from the gift of hope.



Marion Sterling Elementary School
The Marion Sterling Elementary School Holiday Dinner, held on December 18, 2018, was a fun event 
for the students, their families, the SOSJ members, and the four prospective members who attended.  
The children made ornaments and holiday cards and enjoyed the books that were available to 
read and take home, courtesy of the Kids’ Book Bank, and the coats that were available to take 
home, courtesy of Coats for Kids.  One hundred seventy-five meals, consisting of turkey and all the 
trimmings, were served to the children and their families.  Once again, at the end of the evening, 
Carol and Alex Machaskee hosted the Commandery at Marie’s Kitchen.  Thank you to all who helped 
to make this evening a great success – and thank you to Carol and Alex for your generosity.



CLEVELAND KNIGHTS AND DAMES MAKE TRANSFORMATIVE GIFTS

Chevalier Mike and Dame Dr. Marian Shaughnessy established the Marian K. Shaughnessy Nurse 
Leadership Academy at the Frances Payne Bolton School of Nursing at Case Western Reserve University.  The 
Shaughnessys’ five million dollar gift will help to prepare nurses for leadership roles that will enable them to 
effect health care policy and increase health care quality. 

Chevalier Dr. Rustom and Dame Mary Khouri have committed three million dollars to University Hospitals 
St. John Medical Center to support renovations in the emergency department.  In recognition of this gift, 
the largest in the hospital’s history, the emergency department will be renamed the Khouri Center for 
Emergency Medicine.  University Hospitals also recognized the Khouris’ philanthropy by presenting them 
with the Samuel Mather Visionary Award.  

Dame Katie and Chevalier Bud Koch donated $500,000 to Regina Health Center, the largest outright gift 
commitment by an individual donor in the Center’s history.  The donation was part of the facility upgrade 
campaign and will be used to upgrade resident rooms, common areas, and other spaces.    

CHEVALIER PAUL CLARK RETIRES

Chevalier Paul Clark, PNC’s regional president in Cleveland, says that he 
is blessed to have spent an entire career of 43 years in one place.  In his 
conversation with Dame Susan Ferraro Smith, Paul expressed great joy in 
having worked with wonderful clients and colleagues – and in having been 
challenged in numerous and varied situations.  He said that he can feel 
good about leaving – because he has had such a wonderful time working.  
He also can leave comfortably because he knows that his successor is very 
well suited to take the organization where it needs to go next.  During his 
illustrious career in the banking industry, Paul has served with integrity 
and dedication, and he has used those same values to also benefit his 
community.  He has served on numerous boards, has chaired many of 
them, has worked to better understand need in our neighborhoods, and 
has been instrumental in making a difference in the lives of all people.  Paul has proudly promoted the City 
of Cleveland and his servant leadership will be missed by all.  Paul says that since the announcement of his 
retirement, he has come to realize how much his work has provided purpose and meaning for his life.  We 
all fully expect that with his spirit of life and gratitude, he will find much more purpose and meaning ahead.  
Paul and his wife, Jill, are looking forward to driving Route 66 to California, where they will enjoy time with 
their family.  After that, they will see where the road leads them.  Wherever it is, Paul, we wish you much 
happiness.  Thank you for making the world a better place!  



AWARDS AND RECOGNITIONS

In celebrating their forty years of helping women and children in Cleveland, the Hitchcock Center for Women 
honored Dr. Marjorie and Chevalier Bert Moyar for their longstanding support.  Dr. Marjorie Moyar was the 
Center’s first Board Chair.

Bishop Nelson Perez presented to Chevalier Mike Shaughnessy the Archbishop Edward F. Hoban Award, the 
highest honor that can be bestowed on an individual for distinguished service to the Diocese. 

Dame Dr. Jerry Sue Thornton and her husband, Mr. Walter Thornton, were presented The Del de Windt 
Leadership Award for Civic Engagement by the First Tee of Cleveland. Recipients of this award “exemplify the 
values and spirit of community service and civic engagement that Mr. de Windt represented throughout his 
life.”   Mr. Thornton is a founding member of the First Tee of Cleveland. 

Crain’s Cleveland Business named Dame Mary Khouri to its list of 2018 Notable Women in Real Estate, 
noting, “Over the past five years, Khouri led the negotiations and closing process on nearly a half-billion 
dollars in financing, both for construction and permanent loans.”  

Dame Susan Ferraro Smith and Chevalier Bob Smith were named to the Lake Ridge Academy Hall of Fame 
for their leadership and support.

For his more than two decades of service, advocacy, and financial counsel, Chevalier Tim Novotny was 
honored as Person of the Year by Near West Theatre. 

In recognition of excellence in community service, Chevalier Alex Machaskee  was awarded The Edward A. 
Lozick Memorial Man of the Year Award by the Cleveland Police Foundation.  

Dame Dr. Jerry Sue Thornton received The Cleveland Heritage Medal, an award presented to individuals 
whose contributions have left “an indelible mark on all 
spheres of the Cleveland community.”  Dame Dr. Jerry 
Sue Thornton also was the recipient of the Roueche and  
O’Banion Educator of the Year Award presented by the 
League for Innovations at its Leadership Convention in New 
York.  The presenters were Dr. John E. Roueche (a national 
leader in community college education and one of the 
individuals for whom the award is named) and the Chair of 
the League Board, Dr. Sylvia Jenkins. Dr. Thornton is president 
emeritus of Cuyahoga Community College and currently 
consults with new college and university presidents.



“We thank you for helping us keep the children of Kiddie City warm this winter.”

“Your gift in support of our request to purchase two 
vans to transport children safely has made a difference 
to hundreds of children and families in our community 
who needed Providence House. We are truly grateful 
for your help and support.”

“...we just wanted to say thank 
you for bringing the magic of 
reading into the lives of children 
who need it most. Thanks for 
being a changemaker.”

EXPRESSIONS OF GRATITUDE

We received both verbal and written expressions of gratitude from the 2018 recipients of our philanthropy. 
The following are a few excerpts from the written ones:

CALENDAR OF UPCOMING EVENTS

Please be sure to add the following dates to your calendars:

Monday, April 15th  6:30 p.m.
Visit and Tour of Zoe House

Friday, May 17th  6:30 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. 
Dinner & Meeting at Chevalier Dr. Rustom
and Dame Mary Khouri’s home.

Monday, June 24th 
Evening Celebration of John the Baptist

Tuesday, August 13th  4:00 p.m. 
Meeting & Reception at Canterbury Country Club 
hosted by Carol and Chevalier Alex Machaskee

Friday, October 11th  10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 
Aspirant Breakfast
12:30 p.m. 
Investiture Rehearsal 
Evening – Time to be determined
Reception and Dinner at the home of the 
Khouris in honor of the Aspirants
                                 
Saturday, October 12th 
Investiture – St. John Cathedral and 
Renaissance Cleveland Hotel


