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COMMANDER’S MESSAGE
Dear Knights and Dames,
As I come to the end of my term as Commander of the Cleveland Chapter
of the Sovereign Order of St. John of Jerusalem, I want to extend to you my
heartfelt gratitude for the opportunity to serve these last two years. It has
been an honor and a privilege which I will always cherish.
The Cleveland commandery is in an excellent position to continue its mission
of caring for the sick and poor.
Dame Claire Rosacco will be an outstanding Commander. We are also
fortunate to have Dame Carmella Calta chairing the Philanthropy Committee and Chevalier Bert Moyer, chair
of the Membership Committee. Along with Dame Diane Davie, the Khouris and the indefatigable Schoffs and
so many of our other members, I know we will have a very successful Investiture in the fall of 2019.
I offer my special thank you to Dame Susan Ferraro Smith for keeping everyone informed through our
newsletter and Dame Bettyann Helms for coordinating our book sorting event at the Books for Kids
warehouse.
With the congeniality and charitable disposition of our Commandery, together with new aspirants who will
join us during next year’s Investiture, I feel there is much hope on the horizon for us to accomplish many
good deeds.

Commander Alexander Machaskee

CHANGE OF COMMAND
The Cleveland Commandery would like to thank Alex Machaskee for his leadership over these past two
years, his dedicated support of our mission, and his (and Carol’s) gracious hospitality every winter after our
work at Marion Sterling School and every summer at our August meeting. Thank you, Alex and Carol, for
being shining examples of faith, charity, and the goodness to which they lead.
Our Commandery has elected Dame Claire Rosacco as our next Commander, and we look forward to working
under her leadership!

PHILANTHROPY PROJECTS
As a follow-up to our Commandery’s donation of $10,000 to the Cleveland Kids Book Bank, five members of
the Cleveland Commandery volunteered on Saturday, June 9th, to sort children’s books. Judy Payne, one of
the founders of the Book Bank, briefed the group on the history of the project and noted how quickly the Book
Bank has grown. The Little Free Libraries that have been installed have become sought-after treasures. Dames
Bettyann Helms, Diane Davie, Carmella Calta, and Claire Rosacco, along with Commander Alex Machaskee,
enjoyed not only their work, but also their encounter with the classics that they so loved as children.

SOVEREIGN COUNCIL MEETING
Cleveland Knights and Dames who attended the July, 2018
Sovereign Council Meeting (SCM) held in Tampere, Finland,
were Dame Janet Miller, Dame Diana Stano, Dame Jerry Sue
Thornton, Chev. Jim Schoff, and Dame Anne Schoff. They
created lasting memories as they experienced the Order’s
work, its celebratory Investiture, and the area’s rich history and
overwhelming beauty.
The area’s history was made even more interesting this year
because 2018 is the year many of the Baltic Countries celebrated
the 100th anniversary of their freedom from Russia. Tampere
was part of that history and in the early 20th century was the center of many of Finland’s important political
events. In November, 1905, during the general strike, the famous Red Declaration was proclaimed on
Keskustori. In 1918, after Finland had gained independence, Tampere played a major role, being one of the
strategically important sites during the Civil War in Finland.

In addition to this rich history, Tampere also holds the hearts of
many for its natural beauty. The city was founded as a market
place on the banks of the Tammerkoski channel in 1775 by Gustav III
of Sweden and four years later, on October 1, 1779, still a rather small
town, Tampere was granted full city rights.
Tampere is situated between two lakes,
Näsijärvi and Pyhäjärvi. Since the level
of the two lakes differs by about 59 feet,
the Tammerkoski rapids that link them
have been an important power source
throughout history, most recently for
generating electricity. Tampere grew
as a major market town and industrial
center in the 19th century; it was known
for its textile and metal industries, but these were largely replaced during
the 1990’s by information technology and telecommunications.
The reception on Friday was a lovely way to begin the weekend. Hosted by two members of the Tampere
Commandery, it was held at the Comedy Theatre where, aptly, a comedian entertained the crowd.
Saturday was another beautiful day in Tampere – sunny and cool. The
guided tours of the city offered a view of its manufacturing past as well
as a glimpse into its current upcoming economy in the higher education
and information technology sectors. The day ended with an opening
reception held at Tampere City Hall, a neo-renaissance building built in
1890. It is here that, during the Great Strike of 1905, the so-called “Red
Manifest” was read from the balcony. The City Hall was the last citadel
of red guards against the white army in the Battle of Tampere in the
Finnish Civil War. It was badly damaged and bullet holes remain visible
in the main staircase. The hall itself has been beautifully restored and
guests were permitted to wander through many of its rooms. Knights
and Dames of the Sovereign
Order were welcomed to
Tampere and the City Hall
by the deputy mayor, who
joined the gathering. Traditional Finnish food was part of the
evening.
On Sunday, tours continued and guests enjoyed the Serlachius
Museums Gustaf and its Pavilion – as well as the neighboring
city of Mantta. While the tours continued, the Sovereign Council

held an extraordinary meeting dedicated to the election of a Grand Master.
As a result of that effort, our new Grand Master, William Stein, was elected
(see separate article). While that meeting was in session, Dame Diana Stano
visited two churches and prayed for the meeting’s success.
On Monday, the regular session of the SCM began. Since Dame Miller has
circulated her notes, we are not repeating them here. That being said, there
are two points involving members of our Commandery that are noteworthy:
Chev. Jim Schoff was appointed to the Supreme Court, 		
replacing Chev. Bill O’Neill, whose term expired.
Dame Diana Stano remains a member of the Ecclesiatical Court, and
in that role provided the opening and closing prayers to the meetings, participated in the Investiture,
and was honored to be the officiant at the Installation of the new Grand Master.
On Monday, after the end of the SCM, the Finland commandery
hosted an evening of fun at the lake shore home of one of its
members who is an artist. Welcomed by a brass band, the groups
walked around the lake, looked at the art work, and enjoyed
dinner together. (Yes, the rumor that the meat, pork, was served
from a roasted pig – complete with outside skin – is true. There
are pictures should anyone want to see them.) The evening was
complete with music, singing, and good times.
The Investiture was held on Wednesday, at the Cathedral of St. John. The ceremony was held in both
Finnish and English and featured the installation of our new Grand Master as well as the promotion of many
members throughout the Sovereign Order. The celebratory dinner that followed was equally joyous, with
good friends and toasts. We thank our Finnish hosts for a spectacular event.
Thank you to all the Cleveland members who
attended – and thank you to Bill, Jim, Sister
Diana, and Janet for all the work you do on
behalf of our Cleveland Commandery and the
International Order overall.
The nineteen members who experienced the
post-meeting trip had a wonderful opportunity
to see the sites and get to know one another
very well. Touring three countries in seven
days made for an interesting adventure;
planning the tours around each successive
World Cup game made it even more so!

The group experienced various modes of travel as they journeyed to Helsinki by bus, to Stockholm by plane,
and to Oslo by train. They learned much about Viking lore and ships, and enjoyed a boat tour on a glacial
lake. They also experienced, in their parkas, a bar whose interior was completely made of ice; perhaps that is
not the place to purchase a hot toddy! They visited the site in Oslo where the Nobel Peace Prize is awarded
and visited the site in Stockholm where the remaining Nobel Prizes are awarded. As a result, they awarded
their own chocolate medallion nobel prizes. As always, the trip ended with skits, creativity, laughter, and
great fun. Thank you to all who participated and especially to Chev. Jim Schoff and Dame Anne Schoff for
always making these trips both enjoyable and memorable!
Note that the 2020 Sovereign Council Meeting will be held in Vancouver on September 14 – 20. Please mark
it on your calendar now and plan to attend. In 2022, the SOSJ hopes to hold the meeting in Australia – more
to come on that.

INTERVIEW WITH OUR NEW GRAND MASTER
H.M.E.H. Grand Master William Stein was elected Grand Master at the Sovereign Council Meeting in Finland
on July 1, 2018. Bill was invested in the Sovereign Order of St. John in San Francisco in 1993 and has held
numerous positions of leadership since then. He served as Vice Commander and Commander of the San
Francisco Commandery, on the Supreme Court – for several years as Chief Judge, as chairman of the Rules
Committee, as Conventual Bailiff Grand Marshal and as a Lieutenant to the Grand Commander.
In his professional career, Bill was appointed in 1984 to the Superior Court for the City and County of San
Francisco and in 1988 was elevated to the California Court of Appeal. Although he retired from his judicial
responsibilities in 2008, he continues to practice law as an arbitrator, mediator, and consultant.
During a telephone conversation with Dame Susan Ferraro Smith, Bill focused on his vision for the next
two years and emphasized the importance of communication. He stated that he hopes more members
of the Sovereign Order will reach out to him with questions, concerns and new ideas. To advance his

communication strategy, he hopes to attend as many investitures around the world as possible (hopefully all)
and, while visiting with each Commandery, he hopes to meet with their leaders and members to obtain their
input and discuss their interests. He plans to reconnect with some of the European Orders and looks forward
to rebuilding European membership. Bill also will work towards finalizing the unification of our Sovereign
Order with the Grand Priory of Australasia and their 250 members.
Hoping that his election served as a catalyst for collaboration and consensus, the Grand Master reflected
on the proceedings in Finland and noted that providing a forum for asking questions and airing concerns
created the possibility of overcoming resistance and doubt with the goal of moving forward. He very much
wants to continue that energy into the next two years. In addition, Bill noted the importance of succession
planning and leadership continuity and hopes to involve the younger members with their many good ideas,
so that they may assume responsibility for senior officer positions.
As we continue our charity work, our new Grand Master also wants to bolster the faith side of our mission.
Bill would like to see each of our commanderies celebrate Saint John’s Day on June 24, 2019 and continue to
focus on the pro fide aspect of our Order.
There certainly is work to be done - and Bill is ready for the challenge. Thank you, Bill, for accepting the role
of Grand Master – and thank you for taking time to share your thoughts.

THE SUPREME COURT
Since our commandery has had – and continues to have – representation on the Supreme Court, it seems
appropriate to take note of the duties and requirements of Supreme Court appointees.
The Rules of the Sovereign Order provide that the Supreme Court is established for the following purposes:
(a) to rule on the Constitution, laws, and ordinances; (b) to give judgments on matters affecting members
(but not Bailiffs); (c) to rule on matters submitted to it; and (d) to hear appeals. The Supreme Court is formed
by a minimum of three Judges, including, when necessary, the Auxiliary Judges. Appointment is made by the
Sovereign Council and is for a period of three years. No Judge is eligible to participate in any Office or Council
of the Sovereign Order. In order to serve, Judges and Auxiliary Judges must be at the minimum rank of
Knight or Dame of Grace and may not hold any other administrative office in the Sovereign Order. Preferably,
Judges and Auxiliary Judges are, by profession, judges, justices, or lawyers.
Thank you to Chev. Bill O’Neill for his past service, and congratulations to Chev. Jim Schoff on his new
appointment.

PROMOTING NURSE LEADERSHIP
With her passion for education and leadership in nursing, Dame Marian Shaughnessy has consistently
supported learning opportunities for nurses. Marian, who has earned both her master’s degree and
doctorate from the Frances Payne Bolton School of Nursing at Case Western Reserve University, has
recognized that in this time of dramatic changes in health care, nurses must be given the opportunity to
learn about leadership not only in hospital settings but also in places where policies and regulations are
decided. Marian, and her husband Chevalier Michael Shaughnessy, are giving nurses this opportunity.
Marian and Michael have committed 5 million dollars to launch the Marian K. Shaughnessy Nurse
Leadership Academy through Marian’s alma mater, Frances Payne Bolton School of Nursing, The Academy
will provide nurses with the knowledge and skills necessary to become change agents in hospitals and
health systems and to participate in national debates regarding pivotal health care issues. The Academy
will influence nursing education practices nationwide through its research on nursing leadership and
executive development programs. These initiatives align with Marian’s own perspectives, forged through
her experiences in both practice and leadership. Congratulations to Marian and Michael on this incredible
initiative.

GIVE US YOUR IDEAS
At the Sovereign Council Meeting, it was determined that a committee would study how to better balance
the pro fide portion of our mission with the pro utilitate portion of the mission. Additionally, as noted above,
our new Grand Master would like to see each commandery celebrate the feast of our Order’s patron saint,
Saint John the Baptist, on June 24, 2019. Please send any ideas you may have for that celebration to Dame
Claire Rosacco at Claire.Rosacco@tri-c.edu.

Awards and Recognitions
Chevalier Rustom Khouri has been invested into the Order of St. Gregory the Great, an Order of Knighthood
of the Holy See which was established in 1831 by Pope Gregory XVI. This honor is bestowed on men and
women who have served the Holy See and the Roman Catholic Church through their labor, support and
exemplary lives. Membership in the Order
brings with it diplomatic status at the Vatican.
Rustom and his wife, Dame Mary Khouri, have
been invited to the Vatican in October when
Pope Paul VI, who had the task of closing the
Second Vatican Council in 1965, will be named
a saint along with Archbishop Oscar Arnulfo
Romero, and four other saints of charity.
Congratulations, Rustom.
The Catholic Lawyers Guild has announced that it has selected Chevalier Frank DeSantis to receive the St.
Thomas More Award at the Red Mass in October. The award is given to an attorney who fosters spiritual
growth and fellowship throughout the legal community, enhances appreciation for, and observance of, high
ethical standards in the practice of law, encourages attentiveness among lawyers to legal and societal issues
that affect morality, justice, and faith, exemplifies the qualities of St. Thomas More, and demonstrates other
outstanding qualities or examples of service to the community and/or legal profession. Congratulations,
Frank.
Dame Jeanette Grasselli Brown was honored by the Hungarian American Coalition in Washington, DC at the
Swedish Embassy on April 25, 2018. The award she received was for “leadership in science, business and
community service” as a proud Hungarian American. Jeanette’s family, several ambassadors, and many civic
leaders were in attendance. Congratulations, Jeanette.
Chevalier Alex Machaskee will be honored as the “Man of the Year” by the Cleveland Police Foundation at
their “Tribute To The Blue” celebration on Thursday, September 27, 2018, at the House of Blues. In addition
to many other local and international humanitarian boards, Alex is a member of the Cuyahoga County
Crime Stoppers organization. Crime Stoppers is comprised of diverse, active, and dedicated community
representatives and provides a method for local law enforcement to receive information on crimes. These
efforts increase tips, which in turn increase arrests in our community. Congratulations, Alex.

