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The modern Order of Saint John of 
Jerusalem Knights Hospitaller is a 

Christian, chivalric, ecumenical, and 
international community directly 

descended from the Hospitaller activities 
at the Hospice founded before the turn 

of the 11th century by Amalfi merchants, 
for pilgrims in Jerusalem.

The Order of  
Saint John of

  
Jerusalem

Knights Hospitaller
THE GRAND PRIORY OF AUSTRALASIA

Jerusalem 1048-1291;  Cyprus 1292-1310;  
Rhodes 1311-1523;  Malta 1530-1798;  

Australia 1969.

Australasia: osj.org.au 
Sovereign Order: sosjinternational.org 

Web signing-on
The Sign-Up page comes up at the 
beginning of the Members’ Domain. 
Enter your email address as given 
in the Roll of Honour and create a 
password which you will use from 
then on to log in.  @

I was recently given a new coffee- 
maker. It was a percolator with a 
difference. It was simple; it did not 
plug into a power point; it did not 
have switches, push buttons, or 
flashing lights. 

It consisted of a tall tapered 
glass jug (“hand-blown” the 
package stated) with a flared top 
into which is placed the conical 
metal mesh basket.  So one grinds 
one’s own beans, puts them in 
the basket, pours boiling water 
through, and there’s  your coffee, all 
your own work from start to finish. 
To complete the picture, one uses a 
hand grinder, not an electric one. 

A young, fast-moving, adult 
grandson, watching me do this 
for the first time, said: “That’s 
very slow”; to which I replied: "It’s 

teaching me patience”.
It can teach more than that. 

It reminds me of our charity 
operations in the Order. We say that 
we minister to the sick and the poor. 
In reality it is not quite like that in 
most cases. We do not deal with the 
sick and the poor. We raise funds 
and donate them to another charity 
group who then minister to the sick 
and the poor. We are not like my 
coffee pot; we do not carry out the 
intermediate process and we do not 
experience the end-result. We do not 
get to taste the coffee.

There is nothing wrong with 
what we do; in fact, what we do is 
highly commendable, and much 
valuable funding is provided. It is 
one way of providing a valuable 
ministry, and of course it suits 

many of our members who by lack 
of opportunity or by age can be 
charitable in no other way.  

There are some examples of 
dealing directly with the sick and 
the poor. My own experience is 
with the Anglican Parish Pantry 
in Fortitude Valley. Fourteen of us 
from the Brisbane Commandery 
volunteer to work on this Pantry 
where we hand out food parcels, 
mostly to those who live on 
the street or in low-cost rental 
accommodation. Most are on social 
benefits, have run out of money, 
and are looking to charity for next 
week’s food.  

Here we see the real sadness 
of our community. Here we taste 
the real coffee: an old fellow who 
has fallen on hard times, probably 
his own fault, but we do not judge; 
here is the Mum with two kids; I 
have dealt with the man who came 
out of jail yesterday and with no 
immediate support is trying to 
put his life back together. He’s lost. 
He is like the mole which has just 
dug itself out of the ground and is 
blinded in the too-strong sunlight.

There are many organisations 
dealing with poverty, but the 
need is always there. COVID 19 
has contributed to a worsening 
situation. 

The membership of the Order of 
Saint John in Australia is not well 
suited for being out in the field, but 
should we not be looking at ways 
of providing more of that kind of 
hands-on charity? Should we be 
tasting the coffee? About 2,000 
years ago someone told us that “the 
poor are always with you”. Nothing 
has changed.  @
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Aristoclis Spyrou (1886-1972) 
was given the name Athenagoras 
when he was ordained in the 
Greek Orthodox Church… and in 
1948 he was elected Patriarch of 
Constantinople, the Ecumenical 
Patriarch of Eastern Christianity. 

In a wonderful combination of 
deep faithfulness to the Gospel 
and great managerial skill, he led 
his church out of its introverted 
fortress mentality and opened it to 
the world. 

Athenagoras was a tireless 
champion for unity – in the world, as 
well as the Christian Church – and 
in a huge moment in 1964, he joined 
with Pope Paul 6th, in mutually 
lifting (nullifying) the anathemas 
the Churches of East and West had 
pronounced on each other… nine 
centuries earlier in 1054. 

In ecclesial terms, an anathema, 
is a formal and legal rejection of 
the ‘other’. Even more radical than 
excommunication, an anathema 
dismisses the other as a heretic (not 
a true Christian), and breaks off 
any relationship and conversation… 
until the other person repents 
and comes over to your righteous 
position. 

Bluntly, an anathema says, ‘You 
are no longer one of us!’ 

At the time, there were many in 
the Orthodox Church that attacked 
and condemned Athenagoras for his 
decision to lift the ancient anathema. 
Amongst other things, he was 
accused of “sacrificing Orthodoxy to 
a blind obsession with love.” 

They’re interesting words… “a 
blind obsession with love.” 

In response Athenagoras said, 
“I do not deny there are differences 
between the Churches, but I say we 
must change our way of approaching 
them. For centuries there have been 
conversations between theologians, 
and they have done nothing except 
harden their positions. I have a 
whole library about it. And why? 
Because they spoke in fear and 
distrust of one another, with the 
desire to defend themselves and 
defeat the other. Theology was no 
longer a pure celebration of the 
mystery of God. It became a weapon. 
God himself became a weapon.” 

It is a deep sadness that, 
throughout the history of the 
church, fear and distrust has 
become intolerance and hatred, 
and again and again the Gospel of 
love – the pure celebration of the 
mystery of God – is distorted and 
weaponised and we turn God and 
the scriptures into our excuse for 
excluding and ostracising those 
whose difference unsettles or 
scares us… those whose difference 
challenges how we want things to 
be. 

Athenagoras said there was 
a different way. (His words 
continue…) “I am trying to change 
the spiritual atmosphere. The 
restoration of mutual love will 
enable us to see the questions in a 
totally different light… Only by love 
can we glorify the God of love…” 

There is a different way… and it 
is the Way of Christ. 

And its foundation, its heart, its 
very substance is love. Perhaps you 
could even call it, a “a blind obsession 

with love.” … and it’s only by love that 
we can glorify the God of love.” 

It seems to me that Brother 
Gerard was deeply aware of this 
truth and offered a similar prophetic 
voice and vision that has withstood 
nearly a thousand years as he 
sought the restoration of mutual 
love, for the glory of God.

Our Order, which began as a 
hospice for pilgrims and the local 
population and served people of all 
faiths, has endured because it has 
always located its authority in its 
love for, and service alongside, the 
sick and the poor, rather than in 
doctrine and dogma that so often 
become the dividing line between 
us and “the other”, between who’s 
in and who’s out. Like the anathema 
of the 11th century, doctrine and 
dogma become hardened and 
unyielding and leave no space for 
the diversity or difference that love 
celebrates. 

Our motto: Pro Fide, Pro 
Utilitate Hominum (For the Faith, 
For Service to Humanity) serves 
as a moral compass that has 
withstood nearly 1000 years of 
change in the world all about us 
because it locates the members of 
the Order alongside the sick, the 
poor, and the needy rather than 
above them or apart from them. 
Our motto invites us into a “blind 

A commitment to faith, 
and service to humanity
The Allocution by The Right Reverend Jeremy 
Greaves KCSJ at the Investiture of New Members 
into the Priory of the Darling Downs. 



4 THE BULLETIN

The Darling Downs Priory 
2021 Investiture

PRIORY OF THE DARLING DOWNS 

"True to its 11th century 
origins, the Order serves 
as a moral compass that 
has withstood change", 
Allocutionist Chevalier The 
Right Reverend Jememy 
Greaves told the assembly of 
Knights, Dames, Investees, 
family and friends, attending 
the Darling Downs Priory 
2021 Investiture at the 
Anglican Church of Saint 
Luke in Toowoomba.

“What began as a hospice for 
pilgrims and served people of all 
faiths, has endured because it has 
always located its authority in its 
love for, and service alongside, the 
sick and the poor”, he said.

Drawing on words from the 
Ceremony’s Second Reading, The 
Gift of Love,  the Allocutionist 
suggested “If we are to be the Order 
that (founder) Brother Gerard first 
imagined, we too should develop “a 
blind obsession with love” so that 
we can stand with all those who 

DAME DONNA FRASER DCSJ

have been invested into this Order 
over the past nearly 1000 years, 
confident that while faith, hope and 
love abide, the greatest of these is 
love”.

Twelve new Knights and Dames 
were invested by Grand Prior Victor 
Feros in an impressive ceremony 
led by Sub-Prelate of the Priory of 
Queensland, the Reverend Dr David 
Pitman. He stood-in for our Prelate, 
The Rev. Canon Emeritus Bruce 
Maughan, who suffered an injury in 
an untimely fall just as Knights and 
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IMAGES, PREVIOUS PAGE  
Above: New investees kneeling, 
robed, after the Accolation
Left: the Officiant, Chevalier The 
Rev. Dr. David Pitman AM GCHSJ
At right: Deputy Chaplain 
Chevalier Rev. Rob Callow KSJ, 
Chaplain Chevalier The Rev. Fr. 
Kerry Costigan KCSJ, Grand Prior 
Victor Feros OAM GCSJ CMSJ, 
Prior Dr. Jeff Prebble OAM KCSJ

The Toowoomba Philharmonic Choir 
performed the Gradual Anthem, Locus 
Iste (This Place was Made for God) under 
director Emma Kann with organist Peter 
Schneider.

Dames were assembling in the 
adjacent Hall.

With due pomp, the 
Procession rallied, entering 
to the stirring fanfare by 
trumpeter Eddie Kemp. The 
Toowoomba Philharmonic 
Choir performed the Gradual 
Anthem Locus Iste (This Place 
was Made for God) under 
director Emma Kann with 
organist Peter Schneider.

The ceremony concluded 
with a final Fanfare followed 
by the Recessional Organ 
Voluntary before retiring to the 
adjacent Burke & Wills Hotel 

for the Investiture Dinner. 
There the Prior of the Darling 
Downs, Chevalier Dr Jeff 
Prebble, greeted 135 Knights, 
Dames, family and friends of 
the newly invested. Dame Sue 
Fox proposed the Toast to New 
Members with Chevalier Ashley 
Milner responding on behalf 
of new Knights and Dames. 
The evening concluded with 
presentation of Certificates by 
the Grand Prior assisted by the 
Prior of the Darling Downs.

The Allocution by Chevalier 
the Right Reverend Jeremy 
Greaves is on page 3.

IMAGES, THIS PAGE 
Above: Toowoomba Philharmonic 
Choir
At right: The Grand Prior leading 
the procession from the church
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PRIORY OF THE DARLING DOWNS 

New Investees: centre front, the Grand Prior flanked by the 
Prior of the Darling Downs (left) and the Acting Prelate (right)

Brisbane Commander with the Grand Prior

Mr John and Dame Sheena Lily OAM

Dame Lois Speed received her Diploma 
Certificate from the Grand Prior and the Registrar

Chevalier Bob Kretchmann OAM promoted to 
Knight Grand Cross of Justice
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Amanda Jane Boyce DSJ, the 
daughter of Chevalier Rod and 
Mrs Jane Maclean, was raised at 
‘Berwick’ Jondaryan and attended 
Jondaryan State Primary School 
and subsequently St Margaret’s 
Anglican Girls School. 

She studied a dual degree of 
Arts Law at the University of 
Queensland and was admitted as 
a Solicitor of the Supreme Court 
of Queensland in 1994. Amanda 
is a senior legal practitioner in 
Groom and Lavers Solicitors in 
Toowoomba. 

Amanda has assisted the 
Guild members of St Anne’s 
Anglican Church at Jondaryan, the 
Oakey Community Preschool & 
Kindergarten, and the Biddeston 
State School. 

She has served on the 
Toowoomba Anglican School 
Foundation and the School Council. 
Amanda has worked with the 
Biennial Charity Lunch, raising 
funds for Childhood Cancer Support 
Inc., Breakaway Toowoomba Inc., 
the Leukaemia Foundation, Cancer 
Council Queensland, and Heartkids. 

Amanda is married to Michael, 
a teacher at Toowoomba Grammar 
School and they have three 
children; William, who is currently 
undertaking his third year of 
Engineering at UQ, Nicholas who is 
studying Project Management, and 
Rosemary, who is in year 10 as a 
boarder at St Margaret’s.

Maureen Patricia Burke DSJ 
with her husband, Andy, and now 
their three sons, established and 
operate a very successful plumbing 
business in Toowoomba.  Burke 
Industries is a major asbestos 
removal, demolition, earthmoving, 
plumbing, and concrete recycling 
company.

Maureen and Andy are known 
to be generous local donors and 
hands-on community supporters 
of many worthy projects.  Maureen 
has been involved with St. 
Theresa’s Parish, Toowoomba as 
an active member working with 
families for baptism formation, 
people with disability and other 
roles related to parish outreach. 

She has been a member and 
leader (Past President) of the Inner 
Wheel (IW) Club of Toowoomba 
Inc. She was Past District Chairman 
of Inner Wheel covering clubs from 
the Gold Coast to Rockhampton and 
is currently District Membership 
Chairman. 

In recognition of her services, 
Maureen was awarded a Paul 
Harris Award, by the Rotary Club of 
Toowoomba East, in 2020. Maureen 
has demonstrated support for 
the disadvantaged with personal, 
financial, and practical support for 
LifeFlight, the Business disABILITY 
Awards, Protea Place, Sunrise Way, 
and Tony’s Kitchen. 

She is a devoted wife, mother, 
and grandmother of eight much- 
loved and cherished grandchildren.

Dr. Dennis Peter Campbell KSJ 
has been a Chief Executive Officer 
in both the public and private 
health sectors. He was the CEO at St 
Vincent’s Hospital, Toowoomba, for 
ten years and a Corporate Director 
with Legal Aid, Queensland, for 
ten years. He serves as a member 
of numerous Boards and Advisory 
Committees, representing 
both public and private health 
sectors, and has legal and health 
qualifications. 

Since 2000, Dennis has been 
a member of the Heritage Bank 
Board and became the Deputy 
Chairman in 2012. He serves as a 
trustee of the Queensland Museum 
Foundation, is Chairperson of the 
Management Advisory Committee 
of the Cobb & Co Museum, 
Toowoomba, and is Deputy 
Chairman of the Darling Downs 
Hospital and Health Board.

In 2007, he was awarded an 
Australia Day Medallion for his 
services to the Australian College 
of Health Service Executives 
and in 2008 he was awarded the 
Gold Medal for Leadership and 
Achievement in Health Services 
Managemen, recognising his 
contribution and professional 
achievements in shaping health 
care policy at the institutional, 
state, and national levels.Dennis 
is married to Sharon, and they 
have three children and six 
grandchildren. 
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Perry Vincent Dayas KSJ was born 
and educated in Toowoomba. 

His first employment was with 
A.M.L.F. Stock & Station Agents 
but at age 21 he took up an Agency 
with the MLC Insurance Company 
before entering the Financial 
Planning profession in 1985. He 
subsequently commenced Dayas 
Financial Services Pty Ltd, and 
partnered with a number of 
Financial Organisations to provide 
comprehensive financial advice. 

Perry joined Apex at 18 years 
of age and enjoyed many years of 
membership.  After Apex, he joined 
the Rotary Club of Toowoomba East 
and has now been a member for 
over 40 years, holding many Club 
positions including President in 
1992/93. 

Perry is the recipient of a Paul 
Harris Fellowship. Recently, as a 
volunteer for Headspace he assisted 
them to add a Sensory Garden to 
their centre in Toowoomba.

Perry has been a JP/CDec. 
since 1979 and was a Queensland 
Government appointee to the Board 
of Trustees of the Toowoomba 
Grammar School in 1999, serving in 
that position for over five years. 

Perry retired in 2011. He has 
been married to Lyn for 50 years 
and they have 3 children and 9 
grandchildren.

Benjamin Tierney Fergusson KSJ 
was born in South Africa in 1947 
and grew up in The Federation of 
Rhodesia and Nyasaland. In 1961 
the family (grandparents, parents, 
siblings, uncles, aunts and cousins) 
all returned to Australia. 

In 1963 Ben started a 
Sheetmetal Work apprenticeship 
at English Electric Rocklea. On 
completion, he worked on various 
construction sites and factories 
gaining experience in different 
facets of the trade. In 1968 he 
hiked through Timor and Indonesia 
ending up in Singapore where he 
obtained a job on a Danish gas 
tanker plying between Singapore 
and Vietnam. 

In 1969, back in Brisbane, 
he commenced work for C&W 
Metal Mouldings as foreman later 
becoming Production Manager 
Estimator. In 1985 he started 
Warwick Pressed Metals in 
Warwick and in 2001 relocated the 
factory to Toowoomba where it is 
today. 

In 2020 Ben moved back to 
reside in Warwick rekindling old 
friendships. Ben is a generous 
and willing worker, sponsor, 
and supporter of community 
endeavours. In 1971 Ben married 
Kerry, a hairdresser. They have two 
children Megan and Joshua, both 
married and six grandchildren. 

Dr. Anthony Gerard Ferris KSJ 
was born in Townsville and spent a 
very happy childhood in Brisbane 
where he received his primary and 
secondary education. 

He graduated in Medicine from 
the University of Queensland in 
1976. He worked at the Mater 
Hospital, Brisbane, for three 
years, then the Princess Alexandra 
Hospital for a year, before he moved 
to Toowoomba to commence in a 
General Practice. 

Tony is a devoted, highly 
respected, family doctor who from 
1980 to 2005, was the Toowoomba 
City Council Health Officer. For 
the last eleven years he has been 
involved in Indigenous Health as a 
regular locum Primary Care Doctor 
in the remote Northern Territory.

His volunteer work over the 
years has included a commitment 
to St Vincent’s Hospital, 
Toowoomba, where he served 
on the Board of Governance, the 
Medical Advisory Committee, and 
the Surgical Audit Committee. 

He has also served on the 
Lourdes Nursing Home Advisory 
Board, the St Ursula’s College Board 
of Governance, the St Vincent de 
Paul Society and the St Thomas 
More’s Conference.

Tony has been honoured as a 
Paul Harris Fellow and received the 
Centenary Medal.
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Dr. Wallace George Grimmett 
KSJ is a Toowoomba anaesthetist 
with service in the RAAF Reserve 
including several overseas 
deployments.

He graduated in 1985 from the 
University of Sydney, completed 
Anaesthetic training in 1995 and 
spent his first year as a consultant 
with the Qld Flying Obstetric & 
Gynaecological service based in 
Roma. He worked in the Intensive 
Care Units of Toowoomba Hospital 
and St Andrew’s Hospital, and now 
works at both St Andrews Hospital, 
Toowoomba and St Vincent’s 
Hospital, Toowoomba. 

Wal is a Wing Commander in the 
RAAF Reserve and has served for 
over 10 years, mainly in Military 
Critical Care Air Transport. 
Wal’s missions have included 
Afghanistan 2008, Ashmore Reef 
Burns victims 2009, Cyclone Yasi 
2011, Afghanistan 2012, the MH17 
airline victims 2014, and Vanuatu 
post-cyclone assistance 2015. 

He has served on board Life 
Flight Rescue Helicopters in 
Toowoomba and was a training 
supervisor for three years. 

Today his major research interest 
is in the conceptualising of error 
prevention in medicine. Wal is 
involved in medical incident reviews 
and was recently appointed Medical 
Advisor in Clinical Governance for 
Mater Health. Wal is married to 
Carole, and they have three children.

The Reverend Dr. Linda Leigh 
Hamill DSJ was ordained in the 
Uniting Church in Australia in 2010 
after completing a Bachelor of 
Theology.  

She has served in the 
Maranoa, the Granite Belt and 
Wellington Point prior to her 
arrival at St Stephen’s Uniting 
Church, Toowoomba, in 2018. She 
completed a Doctor of Ministry 
in Biblical Preaching from Luther 
Seminary, St Paul, Minnesota 
after having completed a Masters 
in Theological Studies at the 
Australian Catholic University. 

Linda has served on various 
committees and boards at the 
Presbytery and the Synod level, 
the management committee of 
St Stephen’s Toowoomba Meals 
on Wheels and is committed to 
furthering the training of Disaster 
Recovery Chaplains in Queensland. 

Linda served in the United 
States of America Air Force as a 
cryptologic linguistic specialist 
from 1981-1993 in Korea, Hawaii, 
Guam, and Texas. From 1993-2002 
she had an administrative role in 
several companies. From 2002-
2011 she was an education and 
training manager for the US Air 
Force Reserve. 

She has been awarded several 
US Air Force commendations. 
In 2002, Linda married, Mal, an 
engineer and moved to Australia. 
She has two daughters and five 
stepchildren.

Cherie Elizabeth McDonald DSJ 
comes from a central Queensland 
farming background and is 
currently a Special Needs Teacher 
at a Primary State School in 
Toowoomba. 

She has a gift for helping 
kids who have special needs 
and compromised family 
circumstances. She not only 
teaches the children but also serves 
as a great advocate for them. In 
this capacity she is respectful and 
loving towards the children and 
their families and goes above and 
beyond to give them a fighting 
chance. 

Cherie has been a major force in 
the Boarder Parent Support group 
at The Southport School where her 
two sons have attended. She has 
been at the helm of implementing 
outcomes to benefit the academic 
and social welfare for those boys 
living away from home to enable 
them to have the best quality 
experience at the school. 

She is a generous, selfless, caring 
person involved with several local 
charities. Cherie is supported by 
her husband Mick, and children Jack 
aged 22 years, Ruby, 20 years, and 
Hugh,18 years. Mick is a director 
of Wideland Ag. in Queensland and 
New South Wales. 
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Ashley Neill Milner KSJ is a 
qualified RPEQ Civil Engineer and 
one of three owners of the local, 
highly respected, multidisciplined 
construction company — Newlands 
Group. The company specialises 
in civil, commercial and property 
development, and employs over 110 
permanent staff in Toowoomba and 
Townsville. 

Ashley completed his Bachelor 
of Engineering Degree in 1999, 
worked at RMA Engineers, and 
then GHD Group before joining 
Town and Country Industries in 
2005. The Newlands Group, born 
from the company in 2007, is now 
a highly successful group across 
Queensland.  

Ashley and the Newlands 
Group believe in their social 
responsibility to the sustainable 
growth and support of the Darling 
Downs community. Annually, they 
generously donate in cash and 
in-kind. They have been a major 
contributor to the Toowoomba’s 
women’s refuge, Protea Place, 
and in 2019, they were a major 
supporter of the OSJ fundraiser to 
support the Toowoomba Hospice. 

They continue support of 
LifeFlight, the Toowoomba Hospital 
Foundation, and several local 
sporting clubs. Ashley is married 
to Megan, and they have two sons, 
Benjamin aged 18, and Samuel aged 
16. 

Lois Ann Speed OAM DSJ has 
been very active with QCWA 
(Queensland Country Women’s 
Association) in providing 
residential aged-care services and 
independent living accommodation 
for the ageing in the Oakey district. 

Lois has served on several 
committees and has been Chairman 
QCWA State Aged Care, QCWA 
Secretary State Aged Care, QCWA 
Darling Downs Vice President, 
QCWA Oakey Branch President and 
Secretary, CWA House Chairman 
and Secretary and was a member 
of the National Rural and Remote 
Working Group for Aged Care and 
Community Services Australia. 
She was Chairman of Jondaryan 
River Trust for several terms. She 
received the Centenary Medal in 
2001, Jondaryan Shire Citizen of 
Year in 2002, and Medal of the 
Order of Australia in 2004. 

Lois was schooled in Warwick 
and then graduated from the 
Brisbane Kindergarten Teacher’s 
College. She met and married Sandy 
in 1970 and relocated to the Darling 
Downs. They have four children 
and eight grandchildren. She loves 
gardening and in 2013 she and 
Sandy opened their home as part of 
Australia Open Garden Scheme and 
again in 2018 as part of Gardens 
of the Downs to raise funds for the 
CWA House. 

Michael Adrian Tickle KSJ is 
the principal accountant at GTH 
Accounting. His practice includes 
a number of substantial business 
and family clients, and he seeks to 
provide a high level of service. In 
Moree, Michael was treasurer of 
several local sporting organisations 
and is a founding director of the 
newly established Rotary Club.

Upon arriving in Toowoomba, 
he served as Treasurer for 
Toowoomba Grammar Parents and 
Friends. During his five-year term, 
he introduced some innovative 
systems which significantly 
improved accounting controls and 
operating profits of the Association. 
Michael has for many years given 
young accountants a career start 
by providing part-time employment 
opportunities to undergraduate 
students. Many have stayed on 
after gaining their qualifications 
and now occupy senior positions 
within the company.

GTH Accounting have also 
provided pro bono accounting 
services and donations to “It’s 
a Bloke Thing” charity. They 
have also provided pro bono and 
discounted services to several 
smaller organisations. Michael and 
GTH Accounting are generous in 
supporting charity and sporting 
events.

Michael is married to Annette. 
They have four adult children and 
four grandchildren.  @
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 MEMBERS HONOURED

continued from page3
obsession with love” because that 
is the place where our faith calls us 
to be. 

Brother Gerard founded our 
Order on the conviction that it is 
only “by love that we can glorify the 
God of love” and that love is to be 
lived out in our service especially 
to the sick and the poor. 

A commitment to “the Faith and 
Service to Humanity” will always 
be an antidote to our natural 
tendency, in our fear and distrust, 
to weaponise God... to turn God 
into an excuse for excluding and 
repudiating those whose difference 
scares us… those whose difference 
challenges how we want things 
to be… because “faith and service 
to humanity” requires us to build 
relationships not walls, requires 
trust not fear, requires mutual love 
not an arrogant assurance that “my 
way” is the only way. 

An Order organised around “the 
Faith and Service to Humanity” 
will never be just a community of 
the strong, or the wealthy, or the 
powerful, or the independent. But 
as one writer puts it, “a community, 
of those who know their need and 

seek to be in relationship with each 
other because they have learned 
that by being in honest and open 
relationship with each other they 
are in relationship with God, the 
very one who created them for each 
other in the first place.” 

“This is what the church was 
originally about – a place for all 
those who had been broken by life 
or rejected by the powerful and 
who came to experience the love 
of God through the crucified Jesus 
as the One who met them precisely 
in their vulnerability, not to make 
them impervious to harm but 
rather open to the brokenness and 

need of those around them.” 
And even when the church, and 

the world around it has forgotten 
this, our motto calls us back. “For 
the Faith. For Service to Humanity.” 

Which means that if we are to be 
the Order that Brother Gerard first 
imagined, we too should develop 
“a blind obsession with love” so that 
we can stand with Gerard, and all 
those who have been invested into 
this order over the past nearly 1000 
years, and say, “Here am I, send 
me.” 

Confident that while “faith, hope 
and love abide… the greatest of 
these is love.”  @ 

The longest serving, living Member 
of the OSJ in Australasia, Chevalier 
Rod Stirling AM KCSJ has been 
honoured as the first Chevalier 
Emeritus of the Order.

The title, bestowed by Grand 
Prior Victor Feros at the August 
meeting of the Priory of the Darling 
Downs, acknowledges 35 years of 
service to the Order of St John of 
Jerusalem, Knights Hospitaller.

Roderick Stirling joined the 
Order in 1986. He was promoted 
to Knight of Justice in 2013 and 
Knight Commander of Justice in 
2016. Rod served as Almoner of the 

Darling Downs Priory (formerly 
Commandery) for many years, 
passing-on the Almoner’s Bowl in 
2018. He was notable in this role 
for his insightful reports to Priory 
meetings, giving fellow Knights and 
Dames a rare glimpse of his caring 
and respectful approach towards 
a sometimes difficult task. Rod 
personified, in simplest terms, the 
ideals of the Order, reaching out to 
others in times of need.

Rod’s long connection and 
enjoyment of the camaraderie of 
the OSJ continues with occasional 
attendance at Priory meetings 
where he is welcomed with a high 
degree of respect well earned and 
justly acknowledged by the title 
Chevalier Emeritus of the Order. 
DAME DONNA FRASER @

Honouring Rod Stirling
First Chevalier Emeritus of OSJ in Australasia

Chevalier Kent, as he is generally known, was 
awarded the Medal of the Order of Australia in the 
Queen’s Birthday Honours List 2021, for service to the 
community of the Darling Downs. 

Chevalier Kent was invested in 2009 and is an 
active Member of the Darling Downs Priory.  He was 
a grain and cotton producer and held executive and 
management positions on the Royal Agricultural 
Society of Queensland and the Toowoomba Agricultural 
Show. Congratulations to Chevalier Kent.

Chevalier Richard Kent Bligh OAM
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CHEVALIER ANTHONY HOWES KCSJ

PRIORY OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA SERVICE OF RECOGNITION

The various regulations 
and differences, especially 
regarding closure of 
state borders, has twice 
resulted in Investitures in 
Perth being cancelled. 

Thus, it was with a sense of 
purposeful relief that we were 
able to plan and stage a Service of 
Recognition for Sunday, September 
12th, in our conventual church of 
St George’s Cathedral. This saw our 
four Aspirants, twice disappointed 
by cancellations, make their vows 

of dedication to the Order alongside 
the Dames and Knight of the Priory 
and receive the commendation of 
the congregation together with a 
special blessing by the Dean, the 
Very Reverend Chris Chataway. 
Of course, the Aspirants will be 
invested by the Grand Prior in 
due course. At the Service, Prior 
Jamie presented the Reverend Luke 
Hoare to the Dean, the Priory and 
congregation as Father Luke took 
on the role of a Serving Brother.

The large congregation in the 
Cathedral included the Honorary 

Consul for Malta, as the service was 
also a commemoration of the Relief 
of the Siege of Malta. That morning, 
Knights and Dames had participated 
at the Siege Service at the State War 
Memorial in King’s Park. 

Music for the Cathedral service 
was particularly splendid, with 
some 20 members of the Perth 
Symphonic Chorus singing the 
Office, the anthem and leading the 
hymns. The Chorus’s director is 
Dr Margaret Pride OAM, one of the 
aspirants; the other Aspirants being, 
the Venerable Canon Kathy Barrett-
Lennard, Mr Hugh Stowel and Mr 
Anthony Wills.

The Banquet following the 
service was another grand and 
happy affair, held at the Weld Club, 
some five minutes' walk from the 
Cathedral. The musical presentation 
at the banquet came from members 
of one of Perth’s leading chamber 
operatic companies, Freeze Frame 
Opera.

The Priory is grateful to the 
Dean at the Cathedral, and the 
management of the Weld Club, for 
working with us in the presentation 
of a service and banquet in which 
our Aspirants and those attending 
were able to feel the gravitas and 
joyfulness of the occasion.

Service of Recognition
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IMAGES Opposite page, top: 
The Very Reverend Chris Chataway, 
left, with Hugh Stowel, Anthony 
Wills, the Reverend Luke Hoare, Dr 
Margaret Pride OAM, the Venerable 
Canon Kathy Barrett-Lennard, and 
Prior Jamie.
Lower: Members of the Order
Centre: Marching to the War 
Memorial.
Right: The Banquet at the Weld Club.
 

 CHRISTMAS IN PERTH

Perth Prepares for Christmas
As we move to the end of the year, 
preparations are well in hand 
for our annual major fund-raiser, 
so, at the time of writing, these 
comments are pertinent! 

On Friday, December 17, at 7:00 
pm, we of the Perth Members of 
the Priory will go back in time 
to Christmas 1888; to A Very 
Victorian Christmas – the first 
Christmas to be celebrated in the 
brand new red brick St George’s 
Cathedral on the Terrace. 

Indeed, the Dean of Perth 
at the time, the Very Reverend 
Frederick Goldsmith, will welcome 
you, and two very special young 
children who have been invited to 
‘dress’ Prince Albert’s wonderful 
innovation – the Christmas Tree! 

As they do this, the Christmas 
Quartet sings some of the periods 
most loved Yuletide Carols, and 
Story Tellers relate various ways 
in which the message of the season 
has been captured; from Hans 
Christian Anderson’s The Match 
Girl to the Turkish legend of St 
Nicholas and, of course, the New 
Testament and the Nativity.  

You will also have the 
opportunity to sing those old 
Christmas hymns with Victorian 

gusto! As in 1888, the Cathedral’s 
concern, emanating in all it must 
do, is for the Poor and the Sick: so, 
all proceeds from ticket sales go to 
provide Hampers for Christmas for 
the homeless through “Give A Feed 
WA”; and assistance to homeless 
veterans through the “Andrew 
Russell Veteran Living” charity.  All 
the performers give of their talents, 
free of charge.

The musicians, Stephen Adams, 
Alinta Carroll, Anita Saxby, Steve 
Sherwood, are directed by Sarah 
Menogue. The thespians are Saskia 

Haluszkiewicz and Samuel Brown 
(talented child performers) Jenny 
Davis, Bernie Davis, yours truly 
Tony Howes, and, playing Dean 
Goldsworthy, our current dean, 
The Very Reverend Chris Chataway. 
Jenny Davis OAM has written A 
Very Victorian Christmas for this 
Cathedral production. As producer 
for the event, I must acknowledge 
the outstanding assistance given 
by the Dean and his staff at the 
Cathedral, and to Theatre 180 who 
support us in any way they can. A 
Very Victorian Christmas will be 
broadcast on Capital Radio 101.7 
FM & Capital Digital on Christmas 
Day from 10 am: thus re-iterating 
the role of Cathedral and the Order 
in the practicalities that go hand in 
hand with celebrating the Birth of 
Christ, the feeding of his people.

Prior Jamie and all in the Priory 
of Western Australia send you their 
prayerful wish for God to bless you 
at this Christmas and always.  @ 

Young performers Samuel Brown and 
Saskia Haluszkiewicz
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PRIORY OF THE SUNSHINE COAST SERVICE OF RECOGNITION

The Prior of the Sunshine Coast Priory, Chevalier Mel 
Tipper, has announced that he is taking indefinite leave of 
absence from his position due to continuing poor health. 

Chevalier Mel has led the Sunshine Coast members of 
the Order with great energy during the time when the 
former Commandery achieved elevation to the status of 
a Priory. The Grand Prior and the members of the Grand 
Priory Executive were considerate of the Prior’s current 
health, and gave full support to the appointment of 
Chevalier Gary Cant as Acting Prior. 

The Lifting of the Siege of Malta, a very special 
occasion in the calendar of the Order, was celebrated 
at a service at St Mark’s Church, Buderim, on 19th 
September. The celebrant and preacher was Chevalier 
The Right Reverend William Ray. The Priory was 
delighted to welcome the Grand Prior, Chevalier Victor 
Feros, to the event. The occasion continued with a 
delightful lunch at the home of Chevalier Mark and 
Dame Melanie De Wet. (Images this page.)

On a day’s outing to Bribie Island, members of the 
Priory paid a visit enroute to the Church of St Nicholas 
at the Abbey Museum near Caboolture. On reaching 
their destination they enjoyed lunch, followed by a very 
informative talk at Coungeau House. Chevalier Ray 
Geise is a founding member of Toc H in Brisbane, which 
acquired this old 1935 Queenslander house as holiday 
accommodation for those with disabilities or in need.  @

DAME JENNY CANT DSJ

Acting Prior for 
Sunshine Coast

Chevalier Robin Hart and Chevalier Garry CantDame Airlie Bell and Dame Melanie De Wet

Grand Prior Chevalier Victor Feros and 
Chevalier The Right Rev William Ray

Dame Frances Matlock and Ms Chloe Kopilivoc
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PRIORY OF VICTORIA NEWS

The Council met on Saturday, 
4th September 2021 via a Teams 
Video conference. This was the 
first Council meeting since May, 
due to the Covid 19 disruptions 
in Victoria, and our first such 
video meeting. There were 10 in 
attendance and two apologies.

A minute’s silence was observed 
for the passing of our dear friend 
and shining light in our order 
– Dame Val Sumner DCSJ. Prior 
Martin Conlon noted her passing 
and the loss to our organisation, 
and her outstanding service. 
Many of our Order had attended 
her funeral in full regalia, and she 
will be sadly missed. The national 
Bulletin had a fitting tribute. I am 
sure we all have a special memory 
that we can share.

One of our Priory’s pressing 
concerns is our lack of membership 
and our October meeting was 
devoted to addressing this issue. 
It is everyone’s responsibility to 
bring new candidates forward for 
consideration. It was resolved to 
form a membership committee 
comprising Chevalier Peter 
Davidson and Dame Gail Smith.

Our AGM has come and gone and 
for the small number that attended, 
a good night was had by all. We 
were lucky, given the unfolding 
Covid 19 crisis, that we could 
actually have it at all!
Calendar for 2021
October Cocktails and the 
Christmas End of Year function 
are cancelled due to Covid, but it 
is today’s reality. We live in hope 
that we can reapply ourselves in 
the New Year and gather more 
frequently. It doesn’t always have to 
be in a formal setting. Our Almoner 

CHEVALIER RODNEY SMITH KSJ 

News from Victoria and Hospitaller have intimated that 
they are looking into occasional 
afternoon teas where we all bring 
a plate. So watch this space as they 
get this together in the New Year!

Our Almoner – Gail Smith has 
published a book – The Primary 
Years: A Principal’s Perspective 
on Raising Happy Kids. On the 
very first Daylight Saving Day 
she was interviewed live on the 
Today Show on Channel 9, at her 
old school, regarding children 
returning to school. Details about 
the book can be found at https://
www.theprimaryyears.com under 
"publications".  @

Pictured from left to right Graham Scott, 
Sheila Bellamy, Margaret Scott, Merril 
Pierrot, Hans Pierot, Ed Lewellin

Prior Martin Conlon, with the Priory of 
Victoria, wishes all members whether at 

home or abroad, a joyous Christmas  
and a happy new year
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PRIORY OF BRISBANE 

IMAGES Above: Grand Prior 
Victor Feros, Chevalier MAJ 
GEN Steven Golding 
Second row L to R: The Hon.
Maltese Consul, Mrs. Sandra 
Micallef and Michael Micallef.  
The Reverend Canon Emeritus 
Bruce Maughan  
Chevalier David Rees
Lower row L to R: Dame Janet 
Earnshaw, Dame Associate 
Professor Yvonne Burns, and 
Dame Emeritus Professor 
Gwen Jull.  
Dame Suzanne Brooks, Prior 
Charles Clark and Mr John 
Brooks 

At the Commemoration Luncheon
The Brisbane Commandery held 
its Commemoration of the lifting of 
the Siege of Malta on Sunday, 12th 
September, at St Mary’s Anglican 
Church, Kangaroo Point, beginning 
with a service in the church, in the 
presence of the Honorary Consul of 
Malta, Mrs Sandra Micallef and her 
husband, then going on to lunch in 
the parish hall.

Archdeacon Gary Harch 
welcomed Members of the Order to 
the service, which was conducted 
by the Commandery Chaplain, 
Chevalier the Reverend Bishop 
Emeritus Noel Noack GCHSJ. His 
homily is reproduced on page 17. 
The uplifting music was provided 
by organist Chevalier Simon Pierce, 
with his wife, Julie playing flute.

Dame Commander Leanne 
O’Shea was locked down in 

Melbourne, so Deputy Commander 
Chevalier Dr Ian Airey acted as MC 
for the lunch. In his welcome to 
guests he said.

"Today we gather to celebrate the 
Relief of the Great Siege of Malta. 

Knights and Dames, Malta is 
hugely significant in the history of 
the Knights Hospitaller. Malta was 
the home to the Order for 268 years 
before being ousted by Napoleon 
Bonaparte in 1798. The time spent 
in Malta, together with the impact 
of the Great Siege on the psyche of 
the Order means Malta has a special 
place in our hearts.

We are greatly honored today 
by having the Honorary Consul of 
Malta, Mrs Sandra Micallef with 
us. Your presence is symbolic of 
the goodwill, the Grand Priory of 
Australasia has for Malta. We are 

delighted you have joined us today". 
Later he invited the Consul to 

propose the Toast to the Order.
Chevalier Michael Halliday 

responded to the Consul's toast by 
speaking on the role, and the fate 
of the citizens of Malta during and 
after the Siege. (Précis on page 20; 
the full address is on our website).  @
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 SIEGE OF MALTA COMMEMORATION

In those days John the Baptist 
came, preaching in the wilderness 
of Judea and saying, “Repent, for 
the kingdom of heaven has come 
near.” …

“I baptise you with water for 
repentance. But after me comes one 
who is more powerful than I, whose 
sandals I am not worthy to carry. 
He will baptise you with the Holy 
Spirit and fire. Matthew 3.1,11

Today the Order of John of 
Jerusalem, Knights Hospitaller, 
remembers with thanks to God 
the lifting of the siege of Malta 
which contributed greatly to the 

Address by the Reverend Bishop 
Emeritus Noel Noack, GCHSJ
Siege of Malta Commemoration, 
St Mary’s Anglican Church,  
Kangaroo Point, Brisbane.

Address continues following page

John the Baptist Prepares the Way
security of Christian Europe. The 
invading Islamic Ottoman forces 
were estimated at 30,000 soldiers 
and sailors brought in a fleet of 
193 ships. The defenders of Malta, 
consisted of 500 Knights of Malta, 
and 6,000 locals and others were 
vastly outnumbered.  

It has been said: The dream of the 
invaders was to convert St Peters 
Basilica, then under construction, 
into a mosque, just as they had 
Constantinople’s Hagia Sophia more 
than a century before… 

On May 18 1565 the fleet of 
invading Ottomans was spotted 
offshore from Malta. That evening 
Grand Master of the Knights of 
St John, Jean de Valette, led his 
warriors into their chapel where 
they confessed and then he assisted 
at the celebration of the Mass. 

On that occasion de Valette told 
the gathered knights: “A formidable 

At the luncheon following the 
service: the Reverend Bishop 
Emeritus Noel Noak

ARCHDEACON GARY HARCH WELCOMING 
MEMBERS TO THE COMMEMORATION SERVICE

CHEVALIER SIMON PIERCE, ORGANIST,  
WITH MRS JULIE PIERCE, FLAUTIST

CHEVALIERS DAI MASON AND CRAIG RAY

MRS ROBYN PREBBLE, AND DARLING DOWNS 
PRIOR, DR JEFF PREBBLE
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continued from page 17
army composed of audacious 
barbarians is descending on this 
island. These persons, my brothers, 
are the enemies of Jesus Christ. 
Today is a question of the defence 
of our Faith. Are the Gospels to be 
superseded by the Koran? God on 
this occasion demands us our lives, 
already vowed to his service. Happy 
will be those who first consummate 
this sacrifice.”  (online quote from 
catholic.com – The battle that saved 
the Christian West). 

On the 8th of September 1565, 
after four months of bitter siege, 
the banner of the Order of St John, 
again flew over the Fort St Elmo, 
on Malta. The fort lay in ruins. But 
the Ottoman forces had withdrawn, 
the siege was lifted. Victory was 
celebrated. The surviving brave 
and tenacious Hospitaller Knights 
and the community of Malta gave 
thanks and praise to the Lord for 
the unexpected and miraculous 
victory.

While most of what is recorded 
about the siege is about bravery, 
battle order, and tactics, I want to 
focus on the Christian faith of the 
defending knights. In so doing I 
want us today, in commemorating 
this victory, to reflect on the 
Christian faith we hold dear and 
what is required of us, in not only 
defending this faith, but living it. 

Our reading from the Gospel 
of Matthew concerning John the 
Baptist gives us instruction in 
this matter: In those days John 
the Baptist came, preaching in the 
wilderness of Judea and saying, 
“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven 
has come near.” 

John proclaimed:“I baptise you 
with water for repentance. But 
after me comes one who is more 
powerful than I, whose sandals I 
am not worthy to carry. He will 
baptise you with the Holy Spirit and 
fire. Matthew 3.1.11

John was calling for a personal 
return to faith, preparing, by 

repentance, for the coming of the 
Messiah, of Christ our Lord and 
Saviour.

John promised: He (Christ) will 
baptise you with the Holy Spirit and 
fire. John’s preaching of repentance 
called for a radical transformation 
of the whole person … in heart, 
mind, and actions. He called for total 
commitment, “for the kingdom of 
heaven has come near.” The reign of 
Christ was near – be transformed so 
that you live with loyal hearts and 
lives of commitment to Christ, our 
Lord and Saviour. 

Our Ecumenical Christian Order 
is devoted to service of the poor, 
the sick, and the needy in the name 
of and in the spirit of Christ. We 
want his name upheld, and his 
presence to be shown, in this world, 
through his Word and our deeds of 
loving service.

Our gathering today is 
against the background of world 
changing events. Twenty years 
ago, in bizarre and chilling acts of 
terrorism, two passenger aircraft 
were intentionally flown into the 
twin towers of the World Trade 
Centre in New York City. Another 
passenger aircraft was flown into 
the Pentagon and another crashed 
in Pennsylvania after passengers 
overpowered the terrorists at its 
controls. 

All this was motivated 
by persons who held Islamic 
fundamentalist beliefs and so took 
action against the United States of 
America and the West.

These horrific acts had 
repercussions that reverberated 
around the world. One consequence 
was the invasion of Afghanistan 
(7 October 2001)  by USA with 
coalition partners which included 
Australia.

And now, after 20 years of 
costly sacrifice, we have the 
withdrawal of coalition forces 
from Afghanistan and the return 
to power of the Taliban. These 
events have left us confused and 

disturbed. And this is against 
the background of turmoil and 
suffering caused by COVID -19. 

And what has this got to do with 
the lifting of the siege of Malta 456 
years ago? A great deal.

First we recognise that we live 
in a dangerous world, in which 
threats against life and limb, and 
the Christian faith, are very real. 
The battle continues. 

Secondly, we follow in the 
footsteps and faith of St John the 
Baptizer. We recognise that Christ 
rules. He is the King of kings, the 
Lord of lords. We trust in him; we 
seek his help. Human history is 
in his hands – and so are we. We 
recognise that the kingdoms of 
this world have come and gone. But 
Christ’s kingdom will never end 
– he already has the victory. As St 
Paul reminds us:

 I consider that our present 
sufferings are not worth comparing 
with the glory that will be 
revealed in us … we are more than 
conquerors through him who loved 
us. For I am convinced that neither 
death nor life, neither angels nor 
demons, neither the present nor 
the future, nor any powers, neither 
height nor depth, nor anything 
else in all creation, will be able to 
separate us from the love of God 
that is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
Romans 8.18,37-39.

As we see the turmoil and 
threats around us, we will 
recognise the contemporary 
relevance the words of our most 
famous Grand Prior, Jean de Valette, 
on the eve of the commencement 
of the siege of Malta he said: Today 
is a question of the defence of 
our Faith. … God on this occasion 
demands us our lives, already 
vowed to his service.

May our Lord bless us in this 
Faith. Amen

The peace of God which passes 
all understanding keep you hearts 
and minds in Christ Jesus, Our 
Lord.   @ 

PRIORY OF BRISBANE SIEGE OF MALTA ADDRESS
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The Brisbane Commandery held a very successful 
Brunch at the Royal Queensland Golf Club on 31 
October. We commenced early with a general meeting 
to enable our members to discuss any issues which 
they wished to raise.

This event could not occur during the preceding 
year due to COVID restrictions. It was wonderful to see 
quite a few of our members present and particularly 
our new members from this year’s Investiture.

We reflected on this year’s events and although we 
did not have an increase in numbers, our members did 
enjoy the events. We have started seeking feedback 
information to assist the Commandery Committee in 
decision making for future events.

Prior Charles Clark spoke to the gathering on his 
thoughts of going forward with a plan for a Strategic 
Plan to draw members together in a united group. 
Many of our members commented enthusiastically and 
indicated a willingness to assist. 

The Brunch served by the golf club, made up of a 
large serving of bacon and eggs with with tomato and 
hash browns went well with a lot of conversation and 
suggestions coming forward from the members for 
future events.   @

DAME COMMANDER LEANNE O'SHEA DCSJ

Brisbane brunch at the RQ

BRISBANE COMMANDERY GENERAL MEETING BRUNCH

IMAGES top, L to R: Chevalier John Barton, Dame 
Commander Leanne O'Shea, Chevalier Craig Ray
Second row left, L to R: Dame Gwen Jull, Dame 
Elizabeth Fisher, Dame Kay Lane
Second row, above, L to R: Chevalier Jim Griffin, 
Chevalier Rob Law, Mrs Tony O'Loan, Chevalier 
Steve Golding, Judeen Airey, Dame Yvonne Unkles 
Below left: Prior Charles Clark, Chevalier Robin 
Kleinschmidt
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As dawn broke on 18 May 1565, 
the Watchman at Fort St Elmo first 
observed the presence of one of the 
largest Armadas ever assembled 
approaching the coast of the 
Mediterranean Island of Malta. 

The Armada of some 200 ships 
had been sent by Suleiman the 
Magnificent, Sultan of the Ottoman 
Empire. Malta was then held 
and governed by the Hospitaller 
Knights of the Order of Saint John 
of Jerusalem. Thus commenced 
the Great Siege, which lasted until 
12 September when the Turkish 
Armada retired. 

We meet today to commemorate 
the raising of the Great Siege. 
Prompted by the presence of the 
Honorary Consul for Malta, Mrs 
Sandra Micalleff and her husband, 
Michael, and various comments by 
the Times of Malta, I have taken as 
my subject the role of the Maltese 
people in joining with the Knights 
in such defence, and their fortitude, 
courage, character, selfless sacrifice, 
resilience and overt patriotism. 

“Although historians have tended 
to give credit for this military victory 
to Grand Master Jean de Valette 
and the Knights he led, the reality is 
different and the brunt of the fighting 
was borne by the Maltese irregulars 
forming part of the defensive 
Christian force. 

Furthermore, their women and 
children ably supported the Maltese 
fighting males so that this was 
nothing less than a national effort 
against the invaders. Indeed, today 
we tend to give much less importance 
to the military aspects of the Order of 
the Knights of St John and concentrate 

more on their lasting contribution as 
hospitallers and patrons of culture.” 
(Times of Malta – 28 April 2015)

The terror and anguish 
experienced by the Maltese upon 
seeing and hearing of the presence 
of the fleet, not to mention their 
pre-arrival anxiety of an anticipated 
raid over many months, must have 
been enormous. 

Freedom from fear – one of the 
freedoms proposed by President 
Franklin D Roosevelt in his State 
of Union Address (1941) and which 
was proclaimed as one of the 
highest aspirations of the common 
people – was not yet a right to be 
enjoyed or even envisaged by the 
peoples of Malta.  

When the Turkish Armada 
appeared off the Maltese coast, the 
Maltese population was terrified 
and began to flee from the villages, 
finding refuge in the fortified 
townships and numerous caves.

The Maltese were no strangers to 
invasion by foreign forces and they 
had prior experience and knowledge 
of the Turks and the atrocities 
committed by them, in particular 
their presence in Gozo in 1551 – 
some 11 years earlier – when, after 
the population had surrendered 
and opened the gates, the Ottomans 
looted the town and enslaved the 
population of some 5000.

It must be remembered that 
the presence of the Fleet was not 
their fault – the Knights and the 
Ottomans were arch enemies and 
the Maltese were to be dragged into 
the imminent conflict which was not 
of their making, nor was it to their 
liking.

Although the Maltese had their 
disagreements with the Knights and 
their political and social relationship 
was far from cordial, they had an 
inherent hatred of the Ottomans and 

fear for their own general well-being 
should they become the new rulers. 

Maltese attitude was that no 
Knight, however arrogant, strict or 
overbearing, could be as bad as the 
Ottoman monsters. The Maltese 
maintained that, although they 
generally disliked the Order, its 
presence brought them prosperity 
and later, security, so, as a people, 
were united sufficiently to rally 
to fully support the Knights’ 
resistance.

Consequently, determined to 
be rid of the invader, the Maltese 
offered their services en masse 
and worked side-by-side with the 
Knights to fortify their homeland 
and make ready for the imminent 
attack.

We see throughout the Siege, 
ongoing instances of men, women 
and children doing all within 
their power to repair damaged 
fortifications, to repel the enemy 
by throwing rocks and pouring 
cauldrons of boiling water on their 
attackers, establishing and staffing 
first aid stations, providing medical 
treatment and care to the injured, 
stockpiling food and providing the 
necessities of life to the needy.

In 1565 there were some 9000 
men-at–arms in Malta of which 
over 5000 were Maltese and their 
contribution was decisive in the 
outcome of the Siege. Casualties 
were high – on the Christian 
side, over 2500 soldiers of all 
nationalities died in the Siege, and 
7000 Maltese men, and women, girls 
and boys were also killed

The inherent qualities of bravery 
and valour of the Maltese people, so 
clearly exhibited during the Great 
Siege, were again displayed during 
World War II and appropriately 
recognized by King George VI with 
the award of the George Cross to 
the entire Island of Malta – the only 
time in history such Award has been 
given to a whole Nation.   @
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