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Editor
Dame Karen Persichitte  

Haake, DCSJ



Dear San Francisco Commandery Dames & Knights: 
  
I hope you have enjoyed your summer and created some 
amazing memories with friends and family. As we near the fall 
season, I always think about a warm fire and making a nice soup 
and my mother’s homemade apple pie. I can't really say I 
mastered her culinary skills, but it’s nice to reflect on this 
anyway. Many of  us often head to the East Coast to see the 
change of  colors’ however, right here at home we do a pretty 
good job.  

Please check out the following website of  California Fall colors. 
http://www.californiafallcolor.com/ 

It was so nice to see many of  you at our annual Summer Social and at the George Mark 
Children's House reception. St Josephs will be hosting the summer garden party at the 
Winchester Mystery House, so I know we will see many of  you at this event. Afterwards, it is 
full speed ahead for the San Francisco Commandery as we host our annual White Tie Ball, 
which is under the direction this year of  William Stein and Karen Haake. It has an historical 
theme and is called "The White Cross Ball." 

The Ball will take place at the beautiful Westin St. Francis in "Alexandra's" ballroom on the top 
floor overlooking the San Francisco city lights. I call it the” jewel box,” and the perfect setting 
for a wonderful celebration. Ladies, start to think about dressing to impress, as this is one of  
the most formal events of  the season hosted by our Commandery.  I am grateful for a 
dedicated committee and many of  you that have volunteered to assist. Our goal is to raise 
funds for our charities, and I have a feeling we will not disappoint! 

In September, I will be attending the Cleveland convention to learn more about the Order, 
upcoming organization changes and enhancements and to meet members from around the 
globe. I look forward to sharing my takeaways with you upon my return.  In this issue, we are 
featuring new members Gus Murad, who has been involved with various non-profits and 
supported numerous charities, and Mary Beth Anderson, who has a history of  philanthropy 
and nonprofit work. She has been a dear friend and is also on the White Cross Ball Committee.  

Tanya Powell, will be featured as our new Commandery caregiver. Please reach out to Tanya via 
her email address to inform her of  any health related issues regarding our members that we 
should be aware of. 

Thank you in advance for your recruiting assistance. It is through invitation that we solicit new 
members. We seek individuals with a history of  philanthropic leadership, a compassion and 
desire to help those in need, and a spiritual focus to life and living. Our members must be of  
the Christian faith and have a desire to assist us in our efforts and outreach. 

In April of  2017 we will have our investiture at the Catholic Mission church at Santa Clara 
University. Start to think about a special someone you would like to have join the San Francisco 
Commandery. 

Yours in St John 
Commander 

Giselle Parry Farris
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A Note from Our Commander
Giselle Parry Farris, DCSJ
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secretary general 
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receiver general 
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hospitaler 
Dame Karen 

Persichitte Haake, DCSJ 

event chair 
Chevalier John Rosin, 
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council members 
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Dame Karen 
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Chevalier John Maltbie, 
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http://www.californiafallcolor.com/
http://www.californiafallcolor.com/


Introducing Tanya Powell
San Francisco Commandery Caring Officer

We are excited to announce Tanya Powell as the Caring Officer for the San 
Francisco Commandery. Tanya joined our Order this past April and we are so 
grateful for her willingness to step into this very important leadership position. 
Tanya is a lay minister at her Catholic church, The Cathedral of  Christ the 
Light, in Oakland. She will be excellent in this role and is now available to 
administer the sacrament of  Holy Communion to those in need. 

The Caring Officer is the person charged with the responsibility of  obtaining 
and disseminating information concerning the health, welfare and demise of  
members in the Commandery, organizing assistance where needed and sending 
acknowledgements and remembrances from the Commandery as appropriate. 

Tanya is currently the CFO for S and S Supplies and Solutions. She holds a BS in Management from Illinois Institute of  
Technology as well as an MS in Telecommunications and an MBA in Finance from Golden Gate University, Tanya has also 
graciously offered her gifts as chair of  both the opening gala and fashion show for the San Francisco Ballet. 

Should you be in need of  her assistance or to send a kind word, Tanya may be reached at 1tanyapowell@gmail.com.
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Welcome New Members
THE SAN FRANCISCO COMMANDERY PROUDLY CELEBRATES 10 NEW MEMBERS 

THAT WERE OFFICIALLY INVESTED ON APRIL 16TH AT GRACE CATHEDRAL

Mary Beth Anderson, Bryan Avery, Ronnie Farren, Alexandra Hausen, Jerry Katopodis, 
Lynne Meyer, Gus Murad, Tanya Powell, Michelle Rose, Yuliya Voroninskaya

mailto:1tanyapowell@gmail.com
mailto:1tanyapowell@gmail.com
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New Member Highlight
Mary Beth Anderson

Mary Beth and husband Jeff  reside in Gilroy and have two grown daughters.  
She holds a BA in Business Psychology from U.C. Berkeley, and has been actively 
involved in community service for over thirty years.  She attributes her volunteer 
fundraising organization skills to the training she received from the Junior 
League of  San Jose. “It was like getting an MBA with an emphasis on 
Volunteerism.”   

Over the years she has helped coordinate fundraising events for the American 
Cancer Society, Community Solutions in Gilroy, Gilroy schools, the Bay Area 
Sports Organizing Committee Olympic Bid, St. Louise Regional Hospital and 
most recently, the SOSJ assisting with Operations of  the White Cross Ball.  Mary 
Beth serves on the Bellarmine College Preparatory Faculty, Staff  and Student 
Life Committee, St. Louise Hospital/Verity Health Foundation Board of  
Directors, and is the Co-Chair for Development of  St. John XXIII College 
Preparatory.  

She feels it is an honor to be asked to join The Sovereign Order of  St. John. “To 
be amongst people who share a passion to help others is very special to me. It 

validates my belief  that there are many generous people in the world that can work together to change lives and 
improve communities. A legacy of  community service and kindness is all good.”

New Member Highlight
Gus Murad 

Born in Lebanon, Gus’ family moved to San Francisco when he was very young. He 
was raised in a military family and lived in the Presidio, an army base at the time. Gus 
had been in the Bay Area and a part of  its community for over 40 years, and he 
currently lives in Tiburon with his wife Bahya and their daughter Laila. 

Brought up Catholic, Gus was raised with a strong Christian values, to love and 
respect one another and extend help to those in need. He has been involved with 
various non-profits and supported numerous charities through his businesses as a 
real estate developer, former restaurant owner and through personal involvement. To 
name a few: Raphael House, American Red Cross Bay Area Chapter, Tenderloin 
Neighborhood Development Corporation, San Francisco Symphony, The Junior 
League of  San Francisco, Hamilton Family Center, The Shanti Project, Breast 
Cancer Emergency Fund and more. 

Gus was introduced to the Sovereign Order of  St. John of  Jerusalem by his dear 
friend and godfather of  his daughter Mark Calvano. “He was my sponsor and an 
incredible mentor and guide through the process,” said Gus. “I am thrilled and 
honored to be a part of  the Order and eager to join its charitable efforts and be a 
member of  its community.”
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Summer Social Recap

With over 80 members and guests, the rooms of  The Olympic Club Lakeside Golf  Course bustled with excitement. 
The event proved to be the perfect opportunity to both celebrate our new members and to cast vision for our major 
fundraiser, The White Cross Ball. 

The highlight of  the evening was hearing from representatives from the two very worthy charities that we will be 
supporting with the proceeds from The White Cross Ball. Sherrie Sobrato-Brisson, founder of  Digging Deep, and 
Ken Sommer, Director of  Advancement of  George Mark Children’s House, helped educate us on the very 
meaningful contributions their non-profits provide to our community. 

Ball Chair, William Stein, and Co-Chair, Karen Haake, enticed the crowd with highlights of  the ball to be held on 
December 3rd at the Westin St. Francis Hotel. Tables and tickets are limited and on a first come, first served basis. To 
purchase either, or to support our event by underwriting, please visit our event website at wedoauctions.net/
sosjwhitecrossball/admin/tickets

Friday, May 20th

http://wedoauctions.net/sosjwhitecrossball/admin/tickets
http://wedoauctions.net/sosjwhitecrossball/admin/tickets
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On July 22nd, many of  our members had the opportunity to visit the George Mark 
Children’s House for a wonderful reception as well as a highly educational tour about the 
facility. 

The Knights of  St. John Hospitaller, Priory of  the Western United States, were honored on 
their donor wall by the George Mark Children’s staff  and volunteers. The San Francisco 
Commandery has been proud to support the incredibly meaningful and necessary work that 
the children’s palliative care facility provides to the community. 

For more information on the services that the George Mark Children’s House provides, 
please visit their website at http://www.georgemark.org. 

Visit to the George Mark Children’s House
Friday, July 22nd 

http://www.georgemark.org
http://www.georgemark.org
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The White Cross Ball
Friday, May 20th

The White Cross Ball, the annual White Tie Christmas Ball and cornerstone fundraising event of  the San Francisco 
Commandery, promises to be both magical and elegant. We are thrilled to be supporting two very worthy non-profit 
organizations this year, Digging Deep and The George Mark Children's House. 

The event will be held in the gorgeous Alexandra’s Ballroom in the Westin St. Francis Hotel, which offers spectacular 
views of  the city. The ball will take place on December 3rd and promises to be both lavish and memorable. Dinner 
and dancing will follow our cocktail hour. Highlights of  the evening include a performance by the incredibly talented 
opera singer, Hope Briggs, and music by the always-delightful Alfie Dreifuss band. 

Tickets and tables have been selling fast and we ask that members of  the Commandery purchase their tickets quickly 
to ensure that all who wish to attend may do so. Be aware that our early bird pricing at $425/ticket is available only up 
until August 31st. On September 1st, individual ticket pricing will them climb to $475/ticket. Tickets and tables may 
be purchased on our event website at wedoauctions.net/sosjwhitecrossball/admin/tickets. Tickets will be available 
until November 20th or until the event is sold out. Underwriting and PPO opportunities are also easily secured on 
our website. Should you require assistance with your purchase, please contact Karen Haake at 630.542.5200 or 
khaake12@gmail.com. 

Members of  the White Cross Ball Committee are asking each member of  the San Francisco Commandery to donate 
one auction item. Each item donated is of  high value and helps raise funds for our selected charities. The White 
Cross Ball will have all the hallmarks of  a fundraising ball, complete with silent and live auctions, including a one-
week stay at the pristine Palm Island Resort in the Grenadines, Caribbean and a fabulous Russian dinner. 

We hope that the giving spirit of  the season along with our oath to support those in need will prove to make this 
year’s ball the best yet.

http://wedoauctions.net/sosjwhitecrossball/admin/tickets
mailto:khaake12@gmail.com
http://wedoauctions.net/sosjwhitecrossball/admin/tickets
mailto:khaake12@gmail.com
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A Note from Our Auction Chairs
Dear San Francisco Commandery Board and Members, 

As Auction Co-Chairs, Yuliya Voroninskaya and I, Lynne Meyer, are respectfully requesting from our 
members at least one auction item or in the case of  Board Members, at least three items to be included in 
either our live or silent auction. These may include but not limited to: 

-Gift Certificates for services such as Spa Treatments or Golf  Packages 
-Stays/packages at hotels, second homes or time shares 
-Restaurant Gift Certificates/dinners for 6-8 by chefs at home 
-Golf, Tennis or other lessons 
-Jewelry, new or vintage 
-Luxury items such as watches, wallets and purses 
-Fine wines 
-Silver, crystal completed China sets 
-Tickets to Warriors, 49ers or SJ Sharks 
-Tickets to Concerts or Events such as Mountain Winery 

You may add to this list as well. We are requesting this completed by no later than September 30th, 2016 in 
order to process these items for publishing in our gala program. 

Please feel free to call me at 408.839.1144 or Yuliya at 650.787.8204 if  you have any questions. You may 
either mail the item or we will make arrangements for pick up. 

Thank you in advance. 

Yours in Sovereign Order of  St. John, 

Lynne Meyer, Auction Co-Chair 
bellemaisondesign@msn.com 
Yuliya Voroninskaya, Auction Co-Chair 
yvoroninskaya@gmail.com

mailto:bellemaisondesign@msn.com
mailto:yvoroninskaya@gmail.com
mailto:bellemaisondesign@msn.com
mailto:yvoroninskaya@gmail.com
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How to Purchase an Advertisement
The White Cross Ball Committee has been working diligently to make it easier than ever to purchase promotional 
opportunities for your business, express holiday greetings and publish personal dedications in this year’s White Cross 
Ball program and on the White Cross Ball website. If  you are interested in purchasing a business promotional 
opportunity, holiday greeting or personal dedication simply start by going to the SOSJ San Francisco Commandery 
White Cross Ball WEDO website at www.wedoauctions.net/sosjwhitecrossball. Click on Paid Promotional 
Opportunities in the left hand column and follow the prompts for payment. Your artwork and message should be 
emailed in digital format directly to Karen Haake, White Cross Ball Co-Chair, at khaake12@gmail.com. She will make 
sure that the artwork is uploaded and any text is designed to your satisfaction. There are a variety of  publication sizes 
to meet your needs. Payment can be made by credit card on the website an Karen can be contacted by phone to 
answer any questions at 630.542.5200.  

Special Room Rate at the 
Westin St. Francis

In order to make the weekend even more memorable, we have secured twenty-five top floor rooms with 
stunning panoramic views of  the city. These rooms are a steal at the nightly rate of  $289. 

Reserve now by calling 888.627.8546 and reference “The Sovereign Order of  St. John White Tie Ball.” 

Please note that while less expensive rooms are available online, they do not compare with the rooms we have 
reserved. These lower priced rooms are on the lower level, have minimal view, and are not nearly as grand. 

http://www.wedoauctions.net/sosjwhitecrossball
mailto:khaake12@gmail.com?subject=
http://www.wedoauctions.net/sosjwhitecrossball
mailto:khaake12@gmail.com?subject=
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Everything You Need to Know About WEDO
Our website for The White Cross Ball 

wedoauctions.net/sosjwhitecrossball/admin/tickets 

The White Cross Ball Committee has retained an event management company in order to streamline our payment systems, 
provide financial security, expedite auction purchases, and provide you with a receipt for your income tax purposes immediately 
following the event.  One of  the many benefits of  WeDo, the event management company, is a customized event website for 
ticket and table sales, underwriting, sponsorship, and promotional print opportunities.  Therefore, members and guests have the 
ability to purchase tickets in advance online as many of  you do for so many other events. 

One may purchase tickets/tables, as well as underwriting, sponsorship, and PPOs directly from the website, or by contacting 
Karen Haake at 630.542.5200 or khaake12@gmail.com. Checks and credit cards are both acceptable forms of  payment, 
although using a credit card will expedite your registration experience at the ball as the WEDO site will have encrypted and 
stored your credit card information allowing you to participate in the bidding process with no further steps.  If  one chooses to 
use a check, you will need to provide your credit card of  choice at the registration desk the evening of  the event.  Individuals 
using a credit card will also be able to participate in the pre-event bidding, new this year.   

To purchase tickets and tables: 

1. Visit wedoauctions.net/sosjwhitecrossball/admin/tickets or contact Karen Haake at 630.542.5200 or khaake12@gmail.com 
should you require assistance. 

2. If  visiting the site, click on the link, “Purchase Tickets & Tables to The White Cross” found on the top, left portion of  the 
website. 

3. Choose the desired table or the quantity of  individual tickets.  Note:  Early Bird Tickets at the price of  $425/ticket are 
available until August 31st.  On September 1st, the ticket price will increase to $475/ticket.  If  one is purchasing a table, we 
ask that a designated table captain purchase the entire amount of  the table.  If  the table cost is being split amongst other 
table guests, we ask that the table captain collect the monies from the guests directly.  The guests should write the check to 
the table captain making certain to denote, “The White Cross Ball 2016- SOSJ” in the memo section of  their check.  The 
table captain should then notify Karen Haake at khaake12@gmail.com of  the guest name and payment amount in order to 
create an accurate tax receipt for the table captains and guests. 

4. Table captains and individuals purchasing their tables will be asked to create a user name (your email address) and password 
along with guest and credit card information.  This will allow you to visit the website as needed to enter guest information, 
make further purchases, and to obtain important event information.   

To purchase underwriting, sponsorship, or paid promotional opportunities: 

1. Visit wedoauctions.net/sosjwhitecrossball/admin/tickets or contact Karen Haake at 630.542.5200 or khaake12@gmail.com 
should you require assistance. 

2. If  visiting the site, click on the appropriate link on the bottom, left sidebar. 

3. Choose the item and quantity. 

4. Create a user name (your email address) and password along with guest and credit card information.  This will allow you to 
visit the website as needed to enter guest information, make further purchases, and to obtain important event information.   

Closer to the event, we will send out detailed instructions on how bid on one or more of  the incredible auction items available 
this year. 

Should you have any questions regarding WeDo, please contact Karen Haake at 630.542.5200 or khaake12@gmail.com.  

http://wedoauctions.net/sosjwhitecrossball/admin/tickets
http://wedoauctions.net/sosjwhitecrossball/admin/tickets
http://wedoauctions.net/sosjwhitecrossball/admin/tickets
http://wedoauctions.net/sosjwhitecrossball/admin/tickets
http://wedoauctions.net/sosjwhitecrossball/admin/tickets
http://wedoauctions.net/sosjwhitecrossball/admin/tickets
http://wedoauctions.net/sosjwhitecrossball/admin/tickets
http://wedoauctions.net/sosjwhitecrossball/admin/tickets
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May We Always Remember…

Like the knights and dames of  medieval times, you are our nobility 
-  our aristocracy, leaders in your professions and in our 
communities. As our aristocracy, you have recognized your greater 
responsibility to others. Like the knights and dames of  old, you 
follow the dream of  helping the poor and the sick. No, you no 
longer wear shining armor or flowing satins. You no longer ride 
magnificent horses and carry heraldic standards before you. You 
don't need them anymore. You are still the Knights and Dames of  
the Order of  St. John of  Jerusalem, Knights Hospitaller. The only 
thing that people notice about you that is exactly the same as the 
knights and ladies of  old, are your eyes. They are eyes that have 
been touched by God. As you fulfill your vows of  your ancient 
order taken tonight and stoop down to help the poor and care for 
the sick . . . You have the very same eyes that can see in the faces 
of  the poor and the sick, the very face of  Jesus Christ.

Office of the Commander of the Commandery of san francisco 
2200 Pacific #9D, San Francisco, CA USA 94115 

CELL: 408-398-7876 Fax: 415-440-2574 Email: giselle42@juno.com

mailto:giselle42@juno.com
mailto:giselle42@juno.com

