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Fellow Knights and Dames,
This past Thanksgiving week we gathered family and close friends to
fellowship as we reflect upon this past year and to be thankful for all
we have been given by God. As we prepare for Christmas may your
celebrating His birth mean peace,
love and fellowship with family and
friends!
As we end 2015, if you have friends
you have introduced to the Order
and want to sponsor for membership,
please contact Chevalier John W.
DuBois at duboisjw@yahoo.com 408-718-226 or your Commander
Brian Rauschhuber KSJ at brian@synacity.com 408-406-3446. We are
able help with the recruitment process.
You should have received a St. Joseph Events survey request from
Brookes Brown via email on November
19th. If you haven’t already done so please
complete this survey by December 11th
(extended one week). It’s through your input
that we can fulfill our mission in serving
the Sick and Poor in Christ at the same
time best meet the needs of our members.

ISSUE NINE

NEXT COMMANDERY MEETINGS

December 8, 2015, 6pm
CHRISTMAS OPEN HOUSE 7pm
Commander B. Rauschhuber KGSJ
1431 Montego Drive
San Jose, CA 95120
January 12, 2016, 6pm
Chevalier Richard Garrett KCSJ
1723 Dorrance Drive
San Jose CA 95125
February 9, 2016, 6pm
(7pm New Aspirant Welcome)
Commander B. Rauschhuber KGSJ
1431 Montego Drive
San Jose, CA, 95120
March 8, 2016, 6pm
Chevalier Evan Baker KJSJ
12324 Obrad Drive
Saratoga CA, 95070
April 12, 2016 6pm
Dame Kathy Wiley DGSJ
2816 Glen Firth Drive
San Jose, CA 95113

May your Christmas be joyful!
Yours in St. John,
Brian
St. Joseph Commandery Council: Commander Brian J. Rauschhuber KGSJ, Assist Commander
Open, Receiver General Chevalier Christopher Worrall KJSJ, Almoner Chevalier Francis J Harvey KCSJ,
Goodwill Liaison Dame Kelly Dippel DSJ, Secretary Dame Kathy Wiley DGSJ, Recruitment Chevalier
John Wayne Dubois KCJSJ, Membership Jason Papier KSJ, Hospitaller Chevalier Ken Price KJSJ,
Caregiver Dame Valerie Burniece DGSJ, Quartermaster Squire Christopher Carroll. Council members at
large: Chevalier Evan Baker KJSJ, Chevalier Jeff Strawn KCSJ, Chevalier Dick Garrett KCSJ, Chevalier
Larry Hernadez KCJSJ, Chevalier Ray Mendoza KSJ
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MEMBER SPOTLIGHT
Dame Kelly Dippel DSJ
Our featured member, Kelly Dippel joined the
Sovereign Order just last year on March 14,
2015. Kelly joined the Order because of its
long history, but particularly because of the
depth of giving.
Kelly is a fourteen-year seasoned commercial
and residential Real Estate Advisor for
Coldwell Banker and truly loves what she
does. Seven years ago, Kelly started a nonprofit organization named Silicon Valley
Cares (SVC) which raises funds for local nonprofit organizations with a focus on children, homeless, animals and
crisis. SVC has 60 active members all working toward the
organizations fundraising efforts with their premier event each year,
the very popular Broomstick Ball Halloween Costume Party. This is
Kelly’s other “full-time” job.
While burning the candle on both ends with Caldwell Banker and
Silicon Valley Cares, Kelly tries to maintain work-life balance with
her husband Wayne and two great boys. She keeps the stress out and
her sanity through running (everyday) as her primary exercise. She
completed one marathon and dozens of half-marathons, but does
more often just run for fun. She and Wayne have a passion for travel
and love to experience places that are focused on nature. And when
there is snow in the mountains, Kelly loves to ski. Some of Kelly’s
favorite destinations have been gorilla trekking in Uganda, shark
cage diving in Oahu, jungle hikes through Costa Rica, staying in a
tree house in the Amazon Rain Forest and anywhere that involves
deep sea fishing.

UPCOMING EVENTS
San Francisco Christmas Ball
December 5, 2015 Join the San
Francisco Commandery at their
Annual Christmas Gala. This year at
the remodeled Ritz-Carlton, San
Francisco. For more info contact
Chevalier Walter Joyce KCJSJ
wpjoyce@gmail.com or at
650-814-5569
Sierras 6th Annual Reno City Lights
December 8th 2015
Join the Sierra’s Commandery as they
host their 6th Annual Reno City
Lights. Contact Deputy Grand Prior
Brooks Mancini
brooks.mancini@btmancini.com or at
775-741-6665
St. Joseph Commander’s Christmas
Open House December 8th 7pm (after
Commandery Council meeting)
1431 Montego Drive, San Jose CA
95120. Bring your guest and a snack
or bottle of wine to share. Questions;
brian@synacity.com or 408-406-3446
Western Priory Investiture
April 16, 2016 Join the Western Priory
at the Grace Cathedral in San
Francisco
Second Annual St. Joseph Golf
Tournament and Dinner
May 2016! Stay tuned, more to come.

Kelly has a charitable heart, and while her main focus has been
Silicon Valley Cares, she supports a multitude of other charity events
and has jumped in with both feet for our Commandery as our
Goodwill Liaison. She was active with fundraising events and cochaired the First Annual St. Joseph Golf Tournament and served on A
Knight in Seville our Summer Garden party organizing committee.
In such a short time working with Kelly, it’s obvious why Kelly has
been recognized with several Awards and Honors; 2011 Women of
Influence by the Business Journal, Certificate of Recognition by the
Senate of California, Certificate of Recognition by the City of San Jose
and a Certificate of Commendation by the County of Santa Clara.
Kelly is proud of these life-accomplishments, and we’re proud to
have Kelly in the Sovereign Order of St. John of Jerusalem Knights
Hospitaller.
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Charity Spotlight

REMINDER: 2016 Oblations due January 31, 2016

St. Joseph Commandery

This is a friendly reminder that 2016 Oblations are due by January 31, 2016.
Members should have received a letter with a self addressed postage paid
envelope from our Receiver General Chevalier Chris Worrall. If you have
not, or have misplaced it, please contact Chris at chrisjworrall@icloud.com

ST. JOSEPH COMMANDERY !

St Joseph committed funding five
charities for 2015 for a total of
$195,000. You have all seen many
descriptions of the charities and
the projects we are supporting in
the newsletters and Summer
Garden Party related materials;
One Step Closer Therapeutic
Riding ($50,000), St Leo Great
School ($70,000), Services
for Brain Injury ($40,000),
Advent Group Ministries
($25,000) and Community
Chest ($10,000).

AUGUST 2015

Charity Spotlight
What Riding Does (click to see video)
Therapeutic riding and other equine-related activities have
been used for decades as a tool for improving the lives of
individuals with physical disabilities and other special needs.
Riding a horse gives a sense of freedom, mobility and
accomplishment.
To the human body, riding a horse simulates the act of
walking. Because horseback riding gently and rhythmically
moves the rider’s body in a manner similar to a human gait,
riders with physical disabilities often show improvement in
flexibility, balance and muscle strength.
Each individual has unique needs and goals: Improved
physical strength, balance and coordination, motor skills,
social skills, confidence and self esteem. At One Step Closer,
we tailor lesson plans to meet those developmental goals.
According to PATH, “Individuals with almost any cognitive,
physical and/or emotional disability can benefit from
therapeutic riding, driving, vaulting, competition or other
purposeful, safe and supervised interaction with equines.”
For individuals with mental or emotional disabilities, the
unique relationship formed with the horse can lead to
increased confidence, patience and self-esteem. A very
special bond is established between horse and rider which
encourages unconditional love, trust and self-worth.

One Step Closer is a Christian-faith based
organization. In the Christian faith we are called
to serve those with special needs (Luke 14:13).
One Step Closer is created to respond to this
calling without bias of race, economic status, or
religious beliefs.
A commitment of $50,000 from SOSJ will
refurbish their main barn including upgrades
for safety and risk mitigation, allowing staff to
focus energy and operating revenue on growing
to serve 200+ U.S. Veterans per year.

Disabilities and challenges that are being addressed by
therapeutic riding include:

!

•
ADD
•
ADHD
•
Amputations
•
Autism
•
Bipolar Disorder
•
Blindness
•
Brain injury
•
Cerebral palsy
•
Developmental delays
•
Down Syndrome
•
Emotional disorders
•
Encephalitis
•
Learning disabilities
•
Multiple sclerosis
•
Muscular dystrophy
•
Scoliosis
•
Spinal cord injuries
•
Tourette syndrome
•
Visual impairments
•
Youth At Risk
All lessons are supervised by a PATH Certified Therapeutic
Riding Instructor.

!

St. Joseph Commandery

Charity Spotlight
St. Leo The Great School is located near downtown San Jose at 1051 West
San Fernando Street. St. Leo’s is part of St. Joseph’s parish, founded in
1915 marking this it’s 100th year anniversary.
Approximately 19% of the students are on financial aid and like San Jose
has a very diverse student population.
The schools philosophy, “... By modeling Christian attitudes and values,
the school community fosters spiritual, intellectual and emotional growth
as well as concern for physical well-being”.
To learn more about St. Leo, click here
In the heart of Silicon Valley, we all know too well the need to instill
the importance of Science, Technology, Engineering and Math for
our future leaders. Chevalier John Traub has taken on the role of
informal GM to turn around the school. A strategic plan has been
developed with the number one priority being the implementation
of a Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM)
Academy Program, the capital improvements and equipment cost
of which is $70,000. A commitment of $35,000 from SOSJ,
matched by John and Carol Traub will fund this project.
This St. Joseph Commandery contributions will have a significant
impact on the children, their future and our community’s future.

We are appreciative of all
the gifts we have received
thus far this year in support
of these charities. If in
addition to your annual
oblation you feel
compelled to make a year
end contributions to help
one or all of these in need
charities to help fulfill our
mission in service to the
sick and poor in Christ, we
would be most
appreciative.

Services for Brain
Injury (SBI) serves the
San Francisco Bay
Area patients & families
working through their
injuries. Oakland/San
Jose CA

Services for Brain Injury - What they do.
(click here for video on SBI)
Services For Brain Injury (SBI) is a 26-year-old
nonprofit serving Greater Bay Area residents with
brain injuries, autism and other cognitive impairments
gain the essential skills they need to function at their
highest level of independence and return to work,
whenever possible. SBI offers individual speech,
occupational, physical and psychological therapies in
addition to group-based rehabilitation programming.
SBI's community integration services includes
cognitive rehabilitation, independent living skills, prevocational and vocational training, and job placement
with a job coach at the workplace. SBI served 1,000
people through programming, support groups, case
management, outreach activities and education. SBI
proudly serves our veterans and is contracted with
both the Palo Alto and Oakland VA. SBI is CARFcertified and a Medicare provider.

SOSJ is providing a $40,000 grant,
matched by Services for Brain Injury to
fund an $80,000 project to upgrade their
outdated information system which
would include an electronic record
management system.
In 2009, SOSJ
provided a grant of $59,870 to expand
their facility to house a physical and
recreational therapy department.
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ST. JOSEP H CO MMANDERY
CHARITY SPO TLIGHT

Click here for video about Advent Group Ministries
Advent Group Ministries provides counseling and addiction recovery services to people
of all ages and income levels. Recovery group homes provide residential treatment to
drug and alcohol addicted and emotionally distressed teens. Outpatient program offers
struggling adolescents in-depth recovery and mental health services while they remain in
their homes. Prevention programs are designed to enhance parent-child relationships and
prevent substance abuse and other problem behaviors in youth. Refuge provides a safe
home for moms who seek to maintain their sobriety, overcome personal obstacles, become
better parents and reunify with their children. The Nest is a safe haven where young girls
who have survived human-trafficking can find healing and restoration. Counseling
center seeks to unify and strengthen troubled families and individuals by providing lowcost counseling services to the community.
SOSJ is providing a $25,000 grant to Advent Group Ministries which they will match
to fund a $50,000 project to modernize their outdated information and phone
systems.
!
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All dues and charitable contributions made to SOSJ are tax
deductible in the year made to this 501(c)3 organization, Tax ID#
94-3145288.
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ST. JOSEPH COMMANDERY RECRUITMENT
Chevalier John Wayne DuBois KCJSJ
We have submitted a few applications for potential Aspirants for the
April 16, 2016 Investiture in San Francisco. We encourage you, if you
have friends that you have been courting to be a Knight or Dame to
please contact Chevalier John DuBois at duboisjw@yahoo.com
408-718-226 or your Commander Brian Rauschhuber KSJ at
brian@synacity.com 408-406-3446. Your Commander and I are here to
assist you in answering any questions your Aspirant may have about
the Order, St. Joseph Commandery and our mission, what becoming a
Knight or Dame is, its history and our efforts today help them gain an
understanding to what it means to be a Knight or Dame of St. Joseph.

ST. JOSEPH COMMANDERY
DECEMBER OPEN HOUSE
We encourage all St. Joseph members who are not attending the 6th Annual Reno City Lights event on
December 8 to stop by for a little Holiday Cheer! The monthly St. Joseph Commandery meeting will begin
at 6pm and promptly followed by a time of Christmas Celebration with Knights, Dames and Guests. This is
also a good chance to introduce prospective Aspirants to fellow members.
Christmas Open House, December 8, 7 PM - 10PM
Host Commander Brian Rauschhuber
1431 Montego Drive San Jose, CA 95120 (408) 406-3446

Potential Fundraising Support; 10%-15% Donated with purchase!
Knights, Dames & Squires,
We would like to thank those of you who attended our St. Joseph Commandery gathering at
Vardy’s Jewelers Thursday, Nov 19. Vardy was a wonderful host, giving many of our
members a tour of the workshop where he and his team create their beautiful pieces.
Vardy has extended his donation offer our members of our Order. If you make a purchase
at Vardy’s before the end of 2015 and mention SOSJ, he will donate 10% of the purchase
price to SOSJ, (15% above $40K purchase). If you are considering jewelry purchases for
Christmas or have pieces that you would like reset, we encourage you to stop by his store.
10227 De Anza Blvd
Cupertino, CA 95014
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