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2012 Vancouver Commandery Investiture 

Fall  2012 

Letter from Commander Richard Earthy 

Greetings to all.  

In our last newsletter, I reported 

briefly on our June Investiture full 

of the usual pomp and circumstance.  

Here you can read the impressive 

biographies of our new Knights and 

Dames.  You will also find a report 

on our St. John Hospice which is 

moving steadily on our monumental 

journey from vision to reality. 

In September, close to forty of us 

from the Vancouver Commandery 

joined with Knights, Dames and 

Guests, from around the world, for 

the bi-annual Sovereign Council 

meeting in San Francisco. Set in  the 

Marinesô Memorial Club, we were 

conveniently located just off Union 

Square, which was an ideal location 

for shopping and exploring.  This 

was a terrific opportunity to make 

new friends, renew acquaintances, 

and to feel we were part of a truly 

international organization. 

The festivities  began with a fine 

Reception and Dinner on Thursday 

evening.  On Friday, after a very 

informative Sovereign Council 

Meeting, and a little free time, the 

group boarded the Blue and Gold 

Ferry Boat leaving  from Pier 39 for 

a cruise around San Francisco Bay 

narrated by an organizer of the 2013 

Americaôs Cup Yacht Race.  This 

was followed by a buffet dinner at 

The St. Francis Yacht Club. 

On Saturday, following a service 

of Thanksgiving and Investiture at 

the spectacular Grace Cathedral, 

on the top of Nob Hill, we con-

vened to the exclusive Pacific Un-

ion Club for a Gala Reception and 

Dinner. 

On Sunday, we bid our farewells 

and committed to meet again in 

Malta in September 2014. 

Finally, you will have received an 

invitation already but I heartily 

encourage you all to attend the 

Commandery Christmas Lunch on 

December 6.  Also take note of the 

February 15, 2013 celebration of 

the Orderôs 900th Anniversary.  

More details to come. 

Yours in St. John, 

Richard Earthy KJSJ 

Commander 

The Sovereign Order of  St. John of  Jerusalem, Knights Hospitaller 

Vancouver Commandery 

A very colorful and successful Investiture was held at the Christ Church Cathedral on June 9th.2012 followed by an 

elegant Gala at  the Rosewood Hotel Georgia. 
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The Sovereign Order of  St. John of  Jerusalem, Knights Hospitaller 

Vancouver Commandery 

 

On June 9th. 2012 the Ceremony of Investiture took 

place in Christ Church Cathedral in Vancouver  with 

H.M.E.H. Bailiff David R.L. Rolfe, GCSJ, CMSJ, 

MMSJ officiating along with Chevalier The Very 

Reverend Peter G. Elliot, KJSJ, assisted by Dame 

Sister Elizabeth J. Rolfe-Thomas, DSJ.  

The Procession entered the Cathedral singing Onward 

Christian Soldiers accompanied by the Cathedral 

Choir.  

After the Investiture of the new Aspirants,  promo-

tions of Members of the Vancouver Commandery 

were promulgated. 

Knight or Dame of Grace 

Chevalier Mathew Shaun Casey, Chevalier David 

Gilmore Hunt, Chevalier Thomas Dann Konkin, 

Dame Astrid Maria Levelt, Dame Brenda Jean Lyall, 

Chevalier Leslie Keith Lyall, Chevalier Dennis Jack 

Magrega, Dame Anne Kathleen Rowland.  

Knight or Dame Commander of Grace 

Chevalier Harold Edward Charters, Dame Wendy 

Cowan, Chevalier B.J. Alan Finnie, Chevalier David 

Francis Hardwick, Dame Lynda-May OôBrien, Dame 

Dewey Patricia Parker, Chevalier William Daniel 

Tidball 

Knight of Justice 

Chevalier Ron Dumouchelle, Chevalier Richard D. 

Earthy, Chevalier David E. Gillanders, Chevalier 

Maciej Andrezej Klajnert. 

Knight Commander of Justice 

Chevalier Robin A.W. Elliot 

Medal of Merit Recipients 

Chevalier John W. Norton, Chevalier Kenneth W. 

Mahon, Chevalier Ian Reid 
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The Sovereign Order of  St. John of  Jerusalem, Knights Hospitaller 

Vancouver Commandery 

Meet Your New Knights and Dames 

            The following is a brief introduction of the Vancouver Commandery Aspirants for 2012 

Randol F. Bartsch, Chevalier Bartsch is the owner and President 

of the Magnatex Service Group, a privately owned and operated 

group of linen supply and laundry service companies specializing in 

service to the healthcare and hospitality industries across Canada 

and the western United States. Chevalier Bartsch is currently Trus-

tee, University of the Fraser Valley; Director, BC Cancer Founda-

�W�L�R�Q���� �D�Q�G�� �'�L�U�H�F�W�R�U���� �:�R�U�O�G�� �3�U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W�V�·�� �2�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�� ���%�&������ �$�Q�� �D�Y�L�G��
skier Chevalier Bartsch is a former Director, Canadian Freestyle 

Association and former Trustee, BC Sports Hall of Fame. He was 

inducted into the Abbotsford Legacy Sports Hall of Fame (Athlete �² 
Freestyle Skiing).  

Martin J. G. Glynn, Chevalier Glynn is recognized throughout the banking 

industry as a business and community leader. His strategic leadership reflects 

an impressive record of success and business acumen acquired while progress-

ing to the most senior executive positions with HSBC. He has also served as a 

director on many international boards including,  The Clearing House, New 

York City Investment Fund, Partnership for New York City, and Hong Kong 

Canada Business Association.  Martinôs community based board activities 

have included Chair, Audit Committee, Freer Gallery of Art and Arthur M. 

Sackler Gallery (Smithsonian Institution); New York City Community Trust; 

Lincoln Center Consolidated Corporate Fund; 2012 New York Olympic Bid 

Committee; Chair, Audit Committee, for the University of British Columbia; 

President, UBC Alumni Association and Crofton House School.  Currently, 

Chevalier  Glynn is on the boards of UBC Investment Management Trust Inc., 

VGH & UBC Hospital Foundation, American Patrons of the National Library 

and Galleries of Scotland, VinaCapital Vietnam Opportunity Fund Ltd., Sun 

Life Financial Inc., and Husky Energy Inc. 

Arthur J. Hodgins, CA, BCOMM   Currently Chairman of HFX 

Markets LTD, a Foreign exchange trading business that operates 

in both Canada and the UK.  Chevalier Hodgins was a stock and 

derivatives broker in Canada before leaving for the UK in 1985. He 

was a fund manager and owner of several successful Funds in the 

UK until his return to Canada in 2010. Chevalier Hodgins has been 

a strong and active supporter of his community both in the UK and 

Canada. His volunteer and charitable endeavours include the Dor-

set Child and Family Counselling Trust, The Parnham Trust, BC 

Cancer Foundation, the City of Vancouver Heritage Committee and 

�8�%�&�·�V���6�F�K�R�R�O���R�I���0�X�V�L�F���)�X�Q�G�U�D�L�V�L�Q�J���&�D�P�S�D�L�J�Q�� 


