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CHANGES AT THE TOP FOR VANCOUVER COMMANDERY 

March 2015  

Letter from Commander 
Richard D. Earthy 

As I look back on my four years as your 

Commander, I am very proud of what we 

have accomplished together. 

The fundraising, construction and open-
ing of the St. John Hospice is an accom-
plishment of which we can all be 
proud.  And being part of the team that 
pulled this together is a milestone for our 
Commandery and has brought us Inter-
national recognition.  

Celebrating the 900th Anniversary of the 
Sovereign Order of St John was an in-
spiring event few organizations will ever 
experience and our Commandery did  an  

excellent job.  

The Directors, under my watch, 
worked tirelessly for the Commandery 
and we were able to complete our Stra-
tegic Plan, a very valuable road map 
for the future. 

Each year we have invested several 
outstanding new Knights and Dames, 
many of whom have already begun to 
assume leadership roles.  Our newly 
formed Member Engagement Commit-
tee conducted our first member en-
gagement survey which led to our re-
cent Town Hall meeting.  It was excit-
ing to see our Members, new and old, 
exchanging ideas and recommending 
new directions.  

I am confident I am leaving my posi-
tion in the very capable hands of our 
new Commander, Dame Anne Row-
land, DCSJ, MMSJ.  

Commander Rowland is building her 
team of Directors that will, no doubt, 
carry on the great work we are doing 
as well as addressing some new pro-
jects, now on the drawing board, to 
fulfill our mandate of helping the Lord’s 
sick and poor. 

I have been encouraged by the support I 
have received over the past four years 
and am looking forward to the new 
challenges and adventures in my new 
position as Prior of Canada. 

A heartfelt thank you to all who 
have answered my calls, from time to 
time, and stepped up to do your part. 

Yours in St. John, 

 

 

Commander Richard D. Earthy, 

KCJSJ 

The Sovereign Order of  St. John of  Jerusalem, Knights Hospitaller 

Vancouver Commandery 

Commander Richard D. Earthy, KCJSJ has been appointed as the Prior of Canada and Dame Anne Rowland, 
DCSJ, MMSJ is moving into his vacated post being appointed as the Commander of the Vancouver Commandery. 
These are very positive moves for the Order as they both bring new energy to their respective positions. 

 

Greetings to all : 
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You are encouraged to attend the  Social Activities 
of the Commandery. We have many  opportunities 
for all of our members to become involved  in the 
rewarding work and events of the Vancouver 
Commandery. 

 
___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

Annual General Meeting  -  April 23rd. 2015  

Shaughnessy Golf and Country Club 

 

 

 

 

 

Investiture 2015 - Saturday, June 6,  

2015 – Ceremony:  St. Andrew’s Wesley 

 United Church  

 

Gala Dinner  -  Sutton Place hotel 

 

 

 

 

 

Newsletter Photography by  

Dame Phyllis Grady, DCSJ 

 

Dates To Remember Web Sites    

During the past year we have worked diligently to 
upgrade both our  Vancouver Commandery website 
and the St. John Hospice at UBC website. 

Recognizing that the role social media plays in our 
society today, we could see the need for having  
locations where prospective members could re-
search the history of the Order as well as see the 
current activities we were involved with. 

In addition, providing a site where online donations 
could be made was an important consideration as 
well. 

Utilizing the talents of our members and outsourc-
ing technical advice and design, we are very pleased 
with having developed sites that are easy to navi-
gate and easy to maintain so they remain current. 

Please take a few minutes to check out the websites 
for The Vancouver Commandery, the St. John Hos-
pice  and the International Order as well. 

We appreciate any suggestions for formatting or 
content you may have. 

 

Vancouver Commandery   
www.sosjvancouver.org 

St. John Hospice at UBC      
www.stjohnhospice.ca 

International                   
www.sosjinternational.org 
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The Sovereign Order of  St. John of  Jerusalem, Knights Hospitaller 

Vancouver Commandery 

MALTA 2014  

 

 

 

 

 

             The Vancouver Commandery was well represented  at the Sovereign Council Gathering 

 

The Sovereign Council Meeting and Events took place 
in Valletta, Malta from the 19th to 24th of September, 
2014. The events were presided over by our Grand 
Master Bailiff David Rolfe. Both David and his wife, 
Dame Margaret Rolfe had worked tirelessly with great 
attention to detail ensuring that the SCM ran smoothly. 

It was extremely appropriate that the SCM was held in 
Valletta as the city was founded by Grand Master La 
Valette of the Order of St. John, “the gallant hero of the 
great siege of 1565.” 

Over 220 knights and dames and guests took part in the 
various activities during the week starting with a wel-
come reception and barbeque. On Saturday evening a 
dinner was held in the cultural center of the La Vallette 
Hall where guests were welcomed by knights and  
dames in traditional costumes. After formal meetings  

 

during the week, an Investiture Service was held in St. 
Andrew’s Scots church. Dame May Storrie  of the 
Commandery of Glasgow was sworn in as Bailiff and 
13 Knights and Dames from Scotland, Finland, Germa-
ny, Canada and the USA were invested into the Order.  

Following the Investiture Service, a cocktail party was 
held in the Phoenicia Hotel where great fun was had by 
all as every country spontaneously stood up to sing 
their national anthem. 

Dame Margaret Rolfe, with assistance from Command-
er Allan McCulloch had arranged a surprise perfor-
mance by the Maltese Pipe Band, concluding with a 
rousing rendition of the Highland Cathedral. 

Respectfully reprinted from the International newsletter. 
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Sovereign Council Gathering  - 2014 
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Roman Holiday 

On Wednesday morning, a group of 70 Knights and dames left Malta for Catania and an 11 day tour of Sicily 
and Italy visiting Taormina, Argrigento, Naples and Rome. The end of the tour finished with a dinner and en-
tertainment by the “SOSJ Follies” ably directed by Dame Anne Schoff. Various hilarious sketches were per-
formed by Bus 1 and Bus 2 with a surprise appearance by the “Limestones”, aka Commander Alan McCulloch 
and his wife Dame Lynda McCulloch. Photos courtesy of  Barbara Avery. 
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I’m told the first thing I should know about Dr. David F. 
Hardwick is that he often gives colorful responses. I keep 
this in mind as I ring his office to set up an interview in 
person. 

“Is this Chevalier Hardwick?” 

“Yes indeed and an excellent day it is,” he says. “That was 
a meteorological fact, not just a social commentary.” 

I note that it is indeed a crisp, clear morning and I am just 
becoming acquainted with the man who is famous for his 
warm smile, intelligent blue eyes and legendary sense of 
humor. 

“Perhaps we can meet Friday,” I suggest. 

On our first encounter I feel the need to proffer a hand but 
I’m soon greeted with the signature Hardwick move - that 
swerve on the handshake that he admits is partly his sense 
of humor and partly his knowledge of how pathogens are 
transmitted.  

“As a pathologist I know just how many microorganisms 
can transfer in a single handshake,” he says, “This room, 
our bodies, everything – are full of microorganisms that 
just want to eat us.” 

“But surely that move has more to do with your sense of 
humor,” I suggest. 

“If I’d wanted to be humorous I would have directed your 
attention to my bowtie.” 

His buff colored bowtie is covered in an intricate pattern of 
tiny blue bowties. 

“To be more accurate, I am actually wearing 22 bowties,” 
he says, “23 if you count the bowtie onto which they are all 
stenciled.” 

Is there something special about 23 bowties?” 

It occurs to me that perhaps 23 double-helix shapes might 
have something to do with the genome, but his answer is 
quite unexpected. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Yes, there is something very special about this bowtie. 
My wife made it for me before she became ill and I wore it 
today especially for you. But in fact there is something 
special about all bowties.”  

He explains that bowties are short and therefore less likely 
to drape down into things and collect germs or be used as 
handkerchiefs.  

We are veering into the territory of that whimsical sense of 
humor but there are a few serious questions to address first 

“David, you are almost as famous for your ability to in-
spire and motivate medical students as you are for your 
long list of accomplishments. What advice would you have 
for younger members with respect to getting involved, 
joining committees and making the most of the Order?” 

“I would encourage anyone to follow their intuitive capaci-
ty, find out who they are and pursue their passions. I have 
been very fortunate in my career, in the community and in 
the Order to have had the opportunity to follow my pas-
sions and to serve.” 

Although he is not one to trumpet his many successes, his 
name appears on books, buildings and even a statue in the 
UBC Medical Student & Alumni Centre (see photo inset). 
In his long, distinguished career he has chaired, presided-
over or driven resources towards countless goals. These 
have included hospitals, research facilities, academic insti-
tutions, medical labs and a swath of societies and associa-
tions. But he confesses his greatest satisfaction comes from 
his desire to serve. 

The Sovereign Order of  St. John of  Jerusalem, Knights Hospitaller 

Vancouver Commandery 

Member Profile 

This short biography of Chevalier David F. Hardwick is the first in a series of profiles that will run 

in forthcoming editions of the newsletter. These profiles are designed to better acquaint you with 

your fellow Knights and Dames.           

 

Getting to Know the Charismatic Chevalier David Francis Hardwick KCSJ 
By Chevalier Les Jickling KSJ 
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“Being of use is a wonderful thing. It gives me such great 
personal satisfaction just to be able to serve.”  

His various interests include economics, music, politics, 
and philosophy but his real passion is action - action for 
moving large complex social systems. He enjoys taking 
what he has learned in pathology – that process of asking 
and answering the fundamental questions about how things 
work, or fail to work, and applying those lessons to pro-
cesses in large social settings.  

“I am a tactician,” he says, “I like to apply context, concept 
and tactics to achieve things for the greater good of human-
kind. I derive extreme satisfaction from the process of just 
doing them, being of service to the community and under-
standing the methods for getting things done.” 

His attraction to the Order arose from a specific under-
standing of the need for palliative care. His wife had suf-
fered a long-term illness and he had witnessed firsthand the 
positive impact that end-of-life care can have. When he 
was asked to join the Order by his longtime friend Cheva-
lier David Esworthy KCSJ the timing and motivation just 
seemed right. Not long after his investiture in 2007 he add-
ed his considerable energy and talent to the committee that 
organized a 99 year lease from the University of British 
Columbia for a plot of land on which to build the St. John 
Hospice. 

“My Uncle Frank once told me we have the freedom to do 
whatever we want in Canada within the rights of others – 
and I believe that is the basis for a civil society.” 

David’s philosophy and devotion to service comes partly 
from his upbringing in a family that valued giving back to 
the community. He was born January 24, 1934 to a Mar-
pole family with a father that was a school principal and a 
mother that was also an educator.  

He attended David Lloyd George Elementary School and 
Point Grey Junior before going up to McGee Secondary. 
After grade 11 he left McGee “out of boredom” and 
worked for the summer at the M.R. Cliff Tugboat Compa-
ny. 

“Most people don’t know that I am actually a high school 
dropout,” he quips, “I started primary school a year early, 
and left high school a year early, now I have to work late.” 

 

 

 

 

In 1950 aspiring students could apply to UBC without a 
high school diploma provided they scored 120 points on 
the university challenge exam. David scored 118, but since 
he had learned to play the piano from an early age he was 
granted an additional 3 points and attended UBC that fall at 
the tender age of 16. An early start allowed him to graduate 
from UBC medical school at the age of 23 and he has spent 
more than 50 years working with the faculty of medicine. 

“It gives me such tremendous satisfaction to still be doing 
the work at my vintage.” He says. “Would you quietly sit 
by and do nothing if you knew you could be of service?” 

It seems only moments ago that we met, but 90 minutes 
have gone by and regrettably it’s time to leave. We stroll to 
the elevator and descend to the main floor. In the lobby he 
shakes my hand with a mischievous smile.  

“There, you’ve got the handshake now,” he says humor-
ously, “And what do they say? Come back again when you 
don’t have so much time.” 

We share a chuckle and he strides off towards the elevator. 

The legendary Chevalier David F. Hardwick. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Sovereign Order of  St. John of  Jerusalem, Knights Hospitaller 

Vancouver Commandery 

Submitted by ‘Roving Reporter’ 

Chevalier Les Jickling, KSJ 
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     Annual Christmas  Luncheon 

The Annual Christmas Luncheon was held  in the beautiful setting of the Terminal City Club. Our guests were 
entertained by  the Essonance Chamber Choir.  

The Essonance Chamber Choir is an a capella group based in Vancouver, BC. The choir has been active in com-
munity events in the Lower Mainland since 2008. The choir is currently led by their founder and musical director, 
Livia Gho. 

We enjoyed a wonderful lunch and great fellowship that carried with us throughout the Holiday Season. 

I wish to thank Dame Teresa Mitchell-Banks, DGSJ and the Committee for organizing this event and also Admin-
istrator Gail Dunn for her continued assistance. 

Chevalier Dann Konkin  KCSJ, Chair Events and Social Committee 

 

The Essonance Chamber Choir  

We wish to thank 
Chevalier Michael 
Kaile, KCSJ, for 
always  making us 
so welcome at the 
Terminal City Club 
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       TOWN HALL MEETING             

Vancouver Commandery ‘Town Hall’ Meeting 
…an opportunity to learn and share your ideas 

At the time the St. John Hospice opened, your Board was already working diligently to answer the ques-
tion “where to from here?”  As part of its strategic planning process, the Board established a Member 
Engagement Committee.  The task of this committee was to reach out to our Members to determine their 
level of engagement, their level of satisfaction and, most importantly, to solicit their views with respect to 
future activities.  Many of you participated in this Survey which provided very valuable input. 

After reviewing and updating the strategic plan your Board developed last year, a ‘Town Hall’ meeting 
was organized at  Shaughnessy Golf and Country Club on Thursday January 22nd  to share this plan with 
the Membership to outline where the Commandery is heading and answer the question “what next” (after 

the Hospice). 

The Directors were clear and concise on what options were before us and where we needed support. We 
were buoyed by the turnout and the response from the members, new and old. The feedback was positive 

and the evening was a success. 

“After I chop the brick, I get my black belt.” 
“We can plan more social activities and get to 
know each other closer.” 

“We can support 
other Hospice 
projects in the 
area.” 

“Our members want 
to be involved.  
Where can we best 
use their talents?” 

Town Hall 
Meeting 
Tonight! 
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   MEMBER NEWS 

The Institute of Chartered Accountants awards a limited number of “Lifetime Achievement Awards” to 
members who have contributed to the Profession, and the Community in general over the years.  There have 
been 35 of these awards given to Chartered Accountants over the years.  To put this in perspective, there are 
12,300 Chartered Accountants in BC.   

Chevalier Robin Elliott and Chevalier Ken Mahon were given this award recently. Looking at the list of 
recipients there were another 4 OSJ members who have also received the award, Chevalier Iain MacKay, 
Chevalier Tom Chambers, Chevalier David Rolfe and Chevalier Gerald McGavin.  

 This is likely the largest concentration of CA Lifetime Achievement Award recipients in any organization 
outside of The CA Institute itself.  

 

 

 

Robin Elliot, CPA , FCA 

Robin has been an outstanding 
leader in the accounting profession for over 40 
years. 

A dedicated volunteer in the community as 
well, Robin currently serves on the boards of 
the Audain Foundation, the Audain Museum 
Foundation and the Order of St. John Pallia-
tive Care Foundation. 

His past contributions include serving as presi-
dent of the Arthritis Society of BC, board 
member of the Central City Foundation, the 
Vancouver Lawn and Tennis and Badminton 
Club and the UBC Alumni Assn. 

 

 

 

Ken Mahon, CPA, FCA 

In 1962, just one year after winning the 
gold medal on the UFE and qualifying as 
a CA, Ken co-founded Wolrige Mahon 
Chartered Accountants. Together they 
built one of the largest independent ac-
counting firms in BC. 

Since his retirement in 1997, Ken has 
served as Chair of the Adera Group, a 
family owned group of Companies. 

Ken has lent his expertise to over 40 non 
profit organizations including Chairing 
the $5.4 million campaign to build the St 
John Hospice at UBC. 

 

 

 

Barbara Brink, CA(HON)       Awarded Honorary CA  

Barbara is a highly respected voice in both business and the community having held a range of leadership in 
both sectors. Barbara is perhaps best known for being the driving force behind Vancouver’s Science World. 
Since 2011, Barbara has served as a public representative on the ICABC, lending her vast expertise to the 
accounting profession.  

Barbara is a Member of both the Order of Canada and the Order of BC, and a recipient of the Golden Jubilee 
Medal. In 1993, BC Business Magazine named her one of the 12 most powerful women in BC. 
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Member News 

From the Editor 

I hope you enjoy this edition of our newsletter. Once again, I thank all those members 
who contributed articles or photos. Please remember, if you have a Commandery event or  
a personal special occasion, we would like to record it on these pages. 

Please send any information to: Chevalier Jim McGregor  - nine-1@telus.net or 

Gail Dunn  - Administrator -  admin@sosjvancouver.org -  (604) 682– 2938 

Please visit our website: www.sosjvancouver.org 

Chevalier Craig Andrew Boyd Ferris, KSJ appointed Queens Counsel. Craig is a partner with 
Lawson, Lundell LLP and has been practicing commercial litigation for over 23 years, with exper-
tise in shareholder remedies, trusts, pensions and fiduciary disputes, securities and transactional 
litigation, product liability,  mining disputes and real - estate litigation. Mr. Ferris is a long-time 
volunteer for Access Pro Bono and frequently presents for the Continuing Legal Education Society 
on economic torts and corporate/securities litigation issues. He has also held a number of positions 
with the Law Society of British Columbia and was elected as a bencher in 2013. Mr. Ferris has 

served in a variety of capacities for the Bard on the Beach Society and the West First Theatre Centre capital com-
mittee. 

In Memorial 

It is with profound sadness I convey the news of the passing of Chevalier Frank  R. Weiler, CD, KSJ, a 
proud Member of the Sovereign Order since he was invested in 1986. 

Our condolences go out to Chevalier Weiler’s wife Rose and his family. 

A memorial service was held at the Qualicum Beach Legion, Branch 180 

Yours in St. John, 

  

Commander Richard D. Earthy, KCJSJ 


