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A MESSAGE FROM
THE GRAND COMMANDER

On 30 August 2011, Grand Prior of Europe Yves de
Villepin, Bailiff and Grand Master Emeritus, submitted
his resignation as Grand Prior of Europe. His very
difficult decision was made based on significant health
considerations affecting both he and his wife, Dame
Ghislane de Villepin. Their personal health needs now
preclude his flexibility to travel and participate in
functions and meetings across Europe and the United
Kingdom as demanded by the position of Grand Prior.
H.E. de Villepin has agreed to continue in his role as Grand
Prior of France during the transition period to full reunification
as a minimum. Thus, we can continue to benefit from the vast
experience, leadership, and dedication H.E. de Villepin has
shown to the Order of St. John, for which we all owe great
thanks and gratitude.
A meeting of the Grand Priory Council of Europe was held in Glasgow on Friday 7 October, which I chaired and
included the Grand Master as well as various senior officers within Europe. A decision was taken to implement a
Regency to lead the transition of Europe to full reintegration as anticipated in the 2010 Sovereign Council Meeting.
The Chair Person of the Regency will be Bailiff Patrice de Gail, Lieutenant to the Grand Commander for Europe.
Bailiff Dag von Shantz of Norway and Bailiff Heinrich Kleeberg of Germany will join him as Regents within this
structure. The primary functions of the Regency will be:

1. Determine an administrative office location for SOSJ Europe in order to most effectively store records, provide
communications to and from all units with the International Office, and coordinate activities within their
geography.
2. Select a Treasurer for the Grand Priory of Europe (GPOE) for the deposit and proper control of European funds
to be used for the business of SOSJ such as production of The European.
3. Make recommendations to the Working Group for approval by LPC and the Grand Master for the integration of
the existing Grand Prior positions in Europe with respect to the Grand Prior of Europe and the UK.
4. Prepare to elect a Grand Prior of Europe in time for the preparation for the Sovereign Council meeting scheduled
for September 2012.

As these activities take shape within Europe to complete full Reunification, all Units are encouraged to continue
their efforts to serve the Sick and Poor of Christ as our defined Mission and to continue to identify and attract new
Aspirants that meet the stringent criteria for membership in SOSJ.
On behalf of H.E. Grand Master David Rolfe and all the Senior Officers within the Order, I wish you and your
families a Happy and Peaceful Christmas Season.

H.E. Conventual Bailiff, Grand Commander Owen Brown GCSJ, CMSJ, MMSJ

Greetings from Bonnie Scotland

Commandery of Scotland

I am deeply honoured to have been elected Commander of the
Commandery of Scotland and I am delighted to present my first
Report as Commander following the recent very highly successful
Investiture held in Glasgow and on which H. E. Bailiff Glenn H
Wales, GCSJ reports elsewhere in this edition of the European.
At the Investiture two new Members were admitted to the Commandery of England and Dame
Vana Papalois has written an article on these new Members which appears in this edition of the
European. Chevalier Marco Grohmann KSJ was admitted into the German Association and Dame
Patricia Low DSJ, Dame Lynda McCulloch DSJ and Chevalier Erik Schmidt KSJ became new
Members of the Commandery of Scotland. I will report further on our new Members in the next
edition of the European. Various promotions and well deserved Certificates of Merit were also
granted during the course of the Investiture and from the Commandery of Scotland Dame Irene
Loudon DGSJ was promoted from Dame of Honour to Dame of Grace and lastly I was promoted from Knight of Honour to
Knight of Grace.
The Members of the Commandery of Scotland are eagerly looking forward to what will be our major fundraising event of
2011. Thanks to the efforts of Dame May Storrie DCSJ and Chevalier Ronald (Ronnie) Smith KSJ and also to the generous
sponsorship of Chevalier Maurice Taylor KCSJ the Lanarkshire Noel Charity Lunch will be held in the Holiday Inn, East
Kilbride on Friday, 9th December, 2011. The proceeds of this event will go to help two very deserving charities, the St
Andrews Hospice and Bobath Scotland.
H. E. Bailiff Glenn H Wales and Chevalier Dr Maurice V Taylor are currently involved in the organisation of a Gourmet
Dinner evening to be held in the Holiday Inn Theatreland, Glasgow on Saturday 28th April, 2012. This promises to be a
most exciting food and wine event and should enable the Commandery to raise additional funds for our charitable objectives.
I am told that most of the tables for this event have already been taken up and so if you wish to attend please make contact
with Glenn ASAP.
It is my intention to hold a meeting of the Commandery on the 11th February, 2012 and notice of this meeting will be issued
to members in early course.
Finally, I would like to wish all members and their families a very Merry Christmas and a Happy, Healthy and Prosperous
2012.
Commander James G Wylie CA, KGSJ
Greetings and Good News from the Commandery of England!

Commandery of England

Dear Brothers and Sisters in St. John,
Following very successful raising of funds from our charitable activities
(all credit to the generosity of the Dames, Knights and friends of the
Order), our Commandery will be able to support this Christmas time a
number of charitable causes including the Camphill Family of Botton
Village, HCPT the Pilgrimage, the St. Francis Hospice in Herts and the
Peace Hospice in Watford, The Kent, Surrey and Sussex Air Ambulance
Service, The Moorfields Eye Charity, the ANIDAN NGO’s Children’s Shelter in Lamu (Kenya)
and The RESTORE project in Uganda.
On the 8th of October 2011, we welcomed into Knighthood of our Historic Order two distinguished
gentlemen of European origin and international humanitarian reputation: Chevalier Captain Vital Alsar Ramirez KSJ and
Chevalier Manuel Diaz Rubio KSJ (please read Dame Vana Papalois’ related article). Welcome Vital and Manuel!
In recognition of their commitment and consistent contributions to the goals of the Order we congratulate: Dame Christine
Murrell DCSJ for receiving the Order’s prestigious Certificate of Merit, Chevalier The Reverend Father John William Wiley
for his promotion from Knight of Grace to Knight of Justice, our Herald Chevalier Neville George Ransley for his promotion
from Knight of Honour to Knight of Grace and (allow me here some personal pride!) Dame Vana Papalois for her promotion
from Dame of Honour to Dame of Grace.
We are truly grateful for the most generous offer of Chevalier Professor Apostolos E. Papalois KSJ to donate for the next
two years to the Order the amount of 5,000 Euros (2,500 Euros per year) for the promotion of knowledge and education of
primary and high school children in poor countries, with particular emphasis in the countries of Africa and Asia.
For one more time, I wish to express to our Brothers and Sisters in the Commandery of Scotland a Big Thank You for their
warm hospitality and excellence in hosting the 2011 Investiture in Glasgow. We offer our wholehearted congratulations to
our Brother Chevalier James Gordon Wylie for his promotion to Knight of Grace and wish him every success in his new
appointment as Commander of the Commandery of Scotland.
Early in 2012 we are planning in our Commandery a meeting and charity event to exchange ideas and finalise plans for
the forthcoming 2012 Investiture event in November in London (date to be confirmed pending approval by the International
Office). A warm invitation to all our Brothers and Sisters to join us for what promises to be a truly magnificent and memorable
event!
Happy Christmas and blessings for the New Year 2012
Commander Vassilios E. Papalois KCSJ, MD, PhD, FICS, FRCS, FEBS

Commandery of Hungary

Greetings from beautiful Budapest. With the major
re-organization within the Grand Priory of Europe and as I near
my seventieth birthday, now is a good time to re-assess our
Commandery’s future. I have appointed a committee under our
Prelate, Dr. Laszlo Molnar to find a fully qualified candidate for
Commander.
We plan to ask for an Investiture in May of 2012 for three purposes. We would like to add a
total of at least four more Knights and Dames to our Ancient and Sovereign Order. This would
be a wonderful time to get to know our new Grand Prior. And it seems like an optimal time to
hold a change of command ceremony.
Once again we conducted our annual pilgrimage to Üröm to pay homage to Czar Paul I’s
daughter, Princess Alexandra Paulovna Romanova. Princess Alexandra was married to a
Habsburg prince and lived in Hungary. After dying of childbirth at the young age of nineteen, she
was interred in a tomb beneath a small but spectacular Russian Orthodox chapel dedicated to her
memory. The Orthodox priest conducted a beautiful and moving ceremony. This has become an
annual tradition that we all feel very good about. It seems appropriate to pay respect the only way we can to Czar Paul I who,
in the dark days after Napoleon overran Malta and scattered our forbearers, gave shelter to all Knights regardless of their
branch of Christendom. – Proving our Order’s commitment to ecumenical standards.
Following the ceremony, we were all invited to Chevalier Dr. Istvan Forian and Dame Eva Pandur’s house for a traditional
Hungarian feast. And, yes, the traditional goulash was served in the garden. This tradition is so well established that the
annual thundershower appeared right on schedule.
The proceeds from this year’s Concert and Wine Auction went to a salt chamber in a school in southern Hungary. The town
of Barcs near the Croatian border is home to a school for children who are disabled either physically or mentally. Many of
the students are resident.
It is our policy to not give money to our beneficiaries, but to give specific tangible assets. We carefully monitored all
financial transactions to ensure that the money went for the purpose intended. The school administration proceeded as
promised and earlier this month several of us traveled south to attend the opening ceremony.
The festivities were covered by the local television station and a brass plaque now resides over the chamber door. So I can
safely say that the Commandery of Hungary has received full credit for our deeds.
To document the rather busy first six years of the Commandery’s existence and, to no small measure, to provide a recruiting
tool. Dame Judit Hegedus is preparing a full color brochure much like the one distributed at the 2010 Sovereign Council
Meeting.
Commander Douglas Daniel KJSJ

Commandery of Italy

The year 2011 is coming to an end and during this period I can sum up the work done
during the last twelve months. From Italy I am responsible for the Commandery and
am quite satisfied with what has been achieved, in spite of many problems, which I am
happy to say were resolved with the help of all the Brothers, but especially with the help
of one to whom we in Italy are endebted. I refer specifically to my dear friend H.E. Conventual Bailiff René
Tonna-Barthet GCSJ, CMSJ & Bar, MMSJ, who with great patience, led me by the hand and together we came
to the Investiture Celebration, which was presided by him so masterfully.
Before this important meeting, Commander Anselmo Sarchi KCSJ and I were invited by representatives of other Orders,
to attend several of their ceremonies, and I am happy to say that we were always welcomed with great respect and
honour due to the Sovereign Order of St. John. I refer here especially to the investiture ceremony held by a Templar
branch in Genoa (attended by Commander Anselmo Sarchi KCSJ), and a ceremony presided over by our new and
distinguished colleague and now chaplain of our Commandery, H.E. Orthodox Bishop Basil III to inaugurate (May 8,
2011) the chapel of his Monastery in a beautiful village in the “Alpes Maritimes” (attended by myself). With reference
to Bishop Basil, I would like to take advantage of this report to offer mine and the other members of the Italian
Commandery, our sincere congratulations on his elevation to the high rank of Primate of the Autocephalous Orthodox Church of the French, in Italy.
I now arrive to the month of June, which culminated with our Investiture, which is the starting point of what I hope will be the onerous journey to
bring much needed aid to the sick and the poor of Christ. These three days were very tiring for me, but ultimately very satisfying: as I greeted the
aforementioned René, and also was able to embrace dear Dame May Storrie DCSJ and my dear friend Grand Prior Emeritus H.E. Bailiff Donald Storrie
GCSJ, MMSJ, who also came to Moncaliere to join our celebration of Investiture. I shall treasure these three days that I spent in their company.
The ceremony was held in the impressive church of the “Padri Barnabiti” and in his role of Prelate of the Italian Commandery, Father Andrea
Brambilla was invaluable in the way that he publicly welcomed the Order and also very importantly, his words of welcome, during the mass which
he celebrated before the Investiture, and which made my heart beat with emotion , which, I sincerely hope, my Brother Knights shared with me. I am
also very pleased that the ceremony went very well, in spite of some minor problems that were easily overcome. In my defence I will say that this was
the first Investiture that I was in charge of, and I hope that the lessons learnt will be used fully during the next one.
The following day, Sunday, there was still time to focus on some issues of our Commandery, and which were then brought to the attention of the
meeting held in Glasgow in early October by Conventual Bailiff Tonna-Barthet . My hope is that the next ceremony will clear the small problems that
have been experienced during this Investiture.
With the help of this report I would like to greet our three new Knights of Honour, Brothers Marco Delgrande KSJ, Gilberto Bertoglio KSJ and Hugo
Formosa KSJ, as well as two new prospective aspirants and dear friends Henrico and Vincenzo, whom I hope will join our dear family of the Sovereign
Order of St. John, Knights Hospitaller.
I end by sending mine and the Italian Commandery’s best wishes to all members of our esteemed Order.
Dr. Guido U. Recrosio KCSJ

Commandery of Scotland Investiture

Members of the Commandery
of Scotland hosted this
year’s
Ceremony
of
Investiture in Glasgow
Members
from
Commanderies in Canada,
USA, Hungary, France,
Germany, England and
Scotland
were
represented and some
fifty knights and dames of
the Order were in
attendance.
Business meetings for
both the Priory of the
United Kingdom & Ireland and the Grand Priory of
Europe were held on Friday afternoon the latter chaired
by H.E. Owen Brown, GCSJ, CMSJ, MMSJ – Grand
Commander.
H.E. Bailiff Donald J. Storrie GCSJ, MMSJ – Grand
Prior of Europe Emeritus and Dame May Storrie DCSJ
generously hosted a cocktail party at the Holiday Inn
Glasgow on Friday night where friendships were made and old
friendships were further strengthened.
The Investiture Ceremony was once again held at
Orchard Hill Parish Church in the suburbs of Glasgow
presided over by H.M.E.H. Bailiff David R.L. Rolfe
GCSJ, CMSJ, MMSJ – Grand Master of the Order. The
Prelates of the Commanderies of both Scotland and
England conducted the service and the Phoenix Choir
were in attendance singing Handel’s Zadok the Priest as
the members processed into the Church. Six new
members were invested by the Grand Master, promotions
were confirmed and the newly elected Commander of the
Commandery of Scotland Commander James G. Wylie KGSJ
took the Oath of Office. As the Investiture Ceremony drew to a
close and members lined up to process out of the Church under
the guidance of Master of Ceremonies Chevalier Fergus
Coutts KSJ the choir sang the Battle Hymn of the
Republic.
The evening Gala Dinner was held at the Merchants
House of Glasgow it is one of the oldest and most
important buildings in the City of Glasgow. It was already
a long established Institution, when in 1605 it first
received a written Constitution. The original Merchants
Hall was built about 1600 as a meeting place for the
merchants and also as a “Hospital” in the older sense of
the word, that is as an Almshouse for Merchants and their
families who had fallen on hard times.
The whole weekend was a tremendous success and I
would like to take this opportunity of thanking the many
members who gave freely of their time in organising the
various events. Also, to those who dug deep and financially
contributed to the investiture weekend.
It just remains for me to wish all readers of The European
a very merry Christmas and health and happiness in the New
Year.
H.E. Bailiff Glenn H. Wales GCSJ
Prior of the United Kingdom & Ireland

Out of Towners’ Reception

The evening was hosted by Donalld and May Storrie on Friday 7th October 2011. Everyone was
so happy that night, food fabulous, great wine and wonderful guests.

Gala Dinner

Held on Saturday 8th October 2011 in the historic Merchants House, Glasgow.
Chevalier Morrison Dunbar CBE, KCSJ opened the evening by giving a short history of the
building. Chevalier Fergus Coutts entertained the guests with a lively heads and tails, music
was provided by members of the Phoenix Choir

By Dame Vana Papalois

WELCOME VITAL AND MANUEL!

We welcome into Knighthood of our Historic Order two
remarkable INDIVIDUALS, devoted Christians and
Humanitarian personalities of European ancestry and
international reputation: Captain Vital Alsar Ramirez and
Mexican Industrialist Manuel Diaz Rubio.
Chevalier Captain Vital Alsar Ramirez was born in Santander,
Spain in 1933. Cradled in the household of a happy family that taught
him ethos and family values for life, he grew up to witness the events
and hostilities of the Spanish Civil War and World War II.
Having served in the Foreign Legion of the Spanish Army, with
a solid background in Business Studies and extensive work
experience in Spain, France, Germany and Canada, Captain Vital
Aslar Ramirez created a wonderful and loving family who are
based in Veracruz, Mexico and are enormously proud to celebrate
with him a series of life achievements outlined by:
• A total of 10 marine expeditions over 46 years to honour
pioneering European Navigators such as Christopher
Columbus, Francisco de Orellana, Juan de la Cosa and
Rodrigo de Triana, to celebrate the causes of fraternity and
peace among peoples on the Earth (he always flew a white
flag high up on the mast of his ships and always chose to
work with an international crew of men and women at sea),
to study first-hand the possibility of saving the lives of men
who earn their living from the sea: sailors, fishermen and
seafarers in general and finally to increase environmental
awareness and inspire the young generation about the
treasure value of ‘Mother Sea’ trying always as he describes
‘...to eliminate the fears that less knowledgeable people have
written about Her, this living entity from which our physical
existence is derived’.
• The Writing of three Books (titled Why Impossible?, The
Raft, In Orellana’s Wake)
• The Production of a Documentary named ‘Pacific Challenge’
based on his raft expeditions, portraying the ideas and values
of a human being in a state of survival at sea
• Creation of 4 Museums as result of his marine expeditions
(two in Santander~Spain , one in Ballina~Australia & the
Marigalante floating museum in Mexico)
• Honours and Awards of International Recognition such as
Recipient along with Jacques Yves Cousteau of the Golden
Dolphin (designed by Salvador Dali), the first ‘Adena’
International Ecology Award, titled ‘Man of the Sea’ in
Washington D.C. by the International Naval & Maritime

Federation of Leagues & Associations, International Award
‘Zilda Arns’ of Pax Urbis -100 cities for Peace, Merit Cross
of the Spanish Navy, Silver Treenail of Spanish Captains,
Merit Decoration of the National Order of Ecuador, Golden
Medal of the National Mountain Association of Mexico,
National Award of the Geographic Society of Spain, Silver
Award of the City of Santander as well as the erection of a
Monument in a central square, a public school and a seaside
boulevard bearing his name in his native home city of
Santander, Spain.
Chevalier Manuel Diaz Rubio is an industrialist, philanthropist
and humanitarian born in Merida, Yucatan~Mexico in 1942. Third
child with his twin brother of 9 siblings and happily married for 38
years, Chevalier Rubio was surrounded during his Investiture into
Knighthood by the love and warmth of a truly special and
wonderfully devoted family.
A devoted Catholic, with a successful record in Public
Accounting and Auditing, Finance and Business Management,
Chevalier Rubio started work in his family’s laboratory from the
very young age of 16 and has spent 30 years in Mexico’s shipping
and freight services created an integrated intermodal company that
moves at present 4 000 000 tons of basic grains entering the country
of Mexico. By having set up port terminals in the country and
caused the first divestiture of the federal government to the private
initiative of the Mexican port system, Chevalier Rubio’s business
activities have extended over the years to support the growth of the
livestock industry, poultry and oil in Mexico and in parallel record
remarkable ingenuity, quality and business success in the financial,
transport, storage, ship production and real estate services.
Following his family’s legacy in literary and humanitarian
activities, Chevalier Manuel Diaz Rubio has translated his business
success into social support and civilisation by :
• Building 12 years ago a Cultural Research Centre and Library
of Peninsular history that collects, stores and preserves
historical collections on a variety of subjects
• Building and managing a Mental Health Hospital supporting
people who suffer from schizophrenia, depression, bipolar,
anxiety disorders et al. in a modern, cosy and humane
environment dedicated that offers world class, dedicated
gentle medical care
• Building, managing and supporting several schools and
institutions for the education of children and young people in
southeast Mexico
• Generously sponsoring the peace project ‘The Child, The Sea
and Cozumel for Peace’. In collaboration with Captain Vital
Alsar and supported by the International Committee for the
Banner of Peace, a non-governmental organisation affiliated
with the United Nations Chevalier Manuel Diaz Rubio
brought together a team of 40 ship makers to build the
‘Zamna’ (named after the Mayan God of the arts and
knowledge) ship of Peace. A unique, handcrafted wooden
masterpiece a monumental modern display of the pyramid
Mayan architecture, the 88 ton ‘Zamna’ vessel of 110 feet
long and 843 feet wide was commanded by Captain Vital
Alsar Ramirez and linked in Peace 15 ports of the world from
the island of Cozumel to the port of Piraeus in Greece.
We are very proud to welcome them as our Brothers in our
Historic Order!

Chevalier Dr. István Fórián, KGSJ

Like many Commanderies in our Sovereign Order, the
Commandery of Hungary recruits members on the basis of
demonstrated success in life and a commitment to the
community. Leadership in industry and academia meet those
standards.
We were attracted to Dr. Fórián, (Pisti, or Steve in English)
because of his leadership in both industry and academia. Pisti is the
president of no fewer than four technical or industrial organizations
in Hungary. He is also a member of several advisory councils and a
member of the board of two Hungarian corporations. As such, he
has proved his leadership and his great value to society.
After receiving his doctorate in mechanical engineering, summa
cum laude, from the prestigious Technical University of Budapest
(TUB has produced a number of Nobel laureates) Pisti held a series
of increasingly demanding positions both in Hungary and the U.S.
culminating in Vice-president, Deputy Managing Director and
Member of the Board of Suzuki Hungary. (Suzuki has only one
European manufacturing facility. It is in Esztergom, Hungary.)
Pisti has emerged as a leader in our Commandery. He and Dame
Eva Pandur were instrumental in the success of our last charity
concert and wine auction. Generously offering his home for banquets
following our annual trip to Üröm and helping find worthy
beneficiaries of our charity, Pisti has become an essential part of our Commandery’s ongoing success.
Because of Pisti’s demonstrated managerial, organizational, and leadership skills, I fully expect him to be given and to
accept greater responsibilities within the Commandery going forward.
Commander Douglas Daniel KJSJ

Chevalier Erik Schmidt KSJ

Chevalier Erik Schmidt KSJ is married to Honorary Consul
Dame Mavis Faverey Schmidt DGSJ. He is a globetrotter and
a technocrat with many visions. He has invented several
patented products of which several are produced in developing
countries. At his first job in the 1960's, he travelled a lot
through Africa, India and the Far East and saw the misery
people in most areas were living under. His conscience told him
the only way to give all these people a better life was to help them
with education so they could create jobs and be self supportive.
Some years later Erik had the opportunity to get his patented thesis,
from 1965, produced and he was pleased to get it started in Madras,
India in 1973, it is still in production today. This company started to
produce the invention only and together with sister companies now
employs over 500 people. Seeing these positive results has inspired
him to repeat it in other places. Today, his present company WhizCut
AB, have their main production in Thailand and India. Erik
comments "It takes time, but the employees feel very committed
and are eager to learn" He has an extremely optimistic view for the
future of all these investments both in time and money.
Erik is fond of playing golf, scuba diving, sailing and skiing,
downhill, cross country and on water. However, there has not been
much skiing in the last few years since Erik is careful with his limbs
as being mobile is very important!
Erik is proud to have joined the membership of the SOSJ.
Commander James G. Wylie KGSJ

Loaves and Fishes

Someone has said, “To offer help takes a kind heart.”
This truism was very much in evidence on 12th
September when, on behalf of the Sovereign Order of
St John of Jerusalem, Knights Hospitaller, Dame Irene
Loudon presented the charity, ‘Loaves and Fishes’
with a cheque in the sum of £2,000.
Once again, your very generous donation was received
at a time when our funds were virtually exhausted. It was
an answer to prayer and enabled us to continue our work
in providing the hungry with a 2 course meal in the safe
and friendly environment of the Renfield St Stephen’s
Church Centre in Glasgow. All who have benefited are
truly grateful.
The homeless persons who seek aid from Loaves
and Fishes have various problems : alcoholism,
drug addiction, emotional and mental health
issues and more. Not all were addicts when they
began ‘sleeping rough’. Mostly their addictions
are a consequence of homelessness. To quote one
needy soul. “When you find yourself homeless sleeping in a graveyard or under a bridge - it is
quite frightening the first night... but the next
night is worse as you now know what is in front of
you... so you try a mind altering substance to get
you through the night... and so the habit is
formed.”

On occasion we are able to provide an evening of
entertainment with a three course meal. These events are
invaluable in fostering self-esteem as no-one is allowed

admission unless scrupulously clean and ‘well dressed’.
This means no body-odour and in the case of men, the
wearing of a collar and tie which Loaves and Fishes can
provide. Such an event took place on 30th June when our
homeless friends were enchanted and inspired by a
delightful singer/guitarist who shared her personal
experience of homelessness and road to recovery.

It is not only the homeless that benefit from the services
of Loaves and Fishes. Last Christmas we were able to
distribute over 600 food parcels to families in need and
also gifts for children who otherwise would have received
none.

We thank God for the kind hearts of the Scottish
Commandery of the Sovereign Order of St John of
Jerusalem, Knights Hospitaller which are moved to
express Christian love and compassion in such a tangible
manner.

Through your support and generosity, victims of
homelessness who are normally shunned can turn their
lives around and become normal and respectable members
of society once again.

At Loaves and Fishes we have been blessed to see many
lives turned around.

In appreciation,
Yours sincerely,
Denis Curran (chairman)
LOAVES AND FISHES

Bobath - Treating Children
with Cerebral Palsy

H.E. Bailiff Donald Storrie GCSJ, MMSJ presents a cheque
to Bobath for £1000.
The charity is also one of these
recipients each year from the funds raised at the
Commandery of Scotland Noel Christmas Lunch.

About Cerebral Palsy
Every six hours, a child is born who will be diagnosed with
cerebral palsy: a permanent, incurable disorder affecting posture
and movement. Any pregnant woman could have a child with
cerebral palsy, as there’s no test to identify an ‘at risk’ group.
One in every 500 children has cerebral palsy which results from
brain damage occurring during birth or in the first two years of
life.
Cerebral palsy takes many forms, but invariably results in
restricted movement due to muscles being too stiff or too floppy.
This affects the development of skills such as using hands for
play, communicating and walking.
More than 600 children from the length and breadth of Scotland
have attended the Bobath Scotland Children’s Therapy Centre in
Glasgow. No charges are passed on to the families. We offer a
specialist knowledge base to analyse the child’s skills and suggest
ways of enhancing their abilities.
Everyone involved in the care and development of each child
is invited to therapy sessions - including parents and siblings,
local therapists, teachers and nursery assistants - ensuring the
aims for each child are co-ordinated and realistic to their own
environments.
We also offer short courses to all groups involved with children
with cerebral palsy aiming to promote an understanding of the
condition and what can realistically be achieved using the Bobath
approach.
About the Bobath Approach
The Bobath approach was developed by Dr Karel Bobath and
Mrs Berta Bobath in the 1950s.
Bobath therapy explores ways of encouraging more natural
movement patterns that can be integrated into everyday life. The
Bobath approach recognises that each child is an individual and
that therapy requires to be tailored for each child. It is not a rigid
regime of exercises.
The Bobath holistic concept involves a trans-disciplinary
approach involving occupational therapy, physiotherapy and
speech and language therapy.

Barcs, Hungary
Donation

Members of the Hungarian Commandery attended the
opening ceremomy in the town of Barcs where proceeds
of this year Concert and Wine auction were donated to
the school’s salt chamber.
A brass plaque is now in place over the door to
commemorate this memorable occassion.
The photographs are of Chev. Dr Lazlo Molnar,
Chev.Istavan Forian, Dame Eva Pandur, Chev. Jozef
Doktor, the mayor of Barcs and the Principal of the
school.

The first Siege of Rhodes –1480

After leaving Cyprus, the Order of St. John, conquered
the Island of Rhodes in 1309, and henceforth titled
themselves “Knights of Rhodes”. The Grand Master
at that time was the 24th Grand Master Foulques de
Villaret, (1306-1319) who, after the conquest of this
Island, started building the fortifications of Rhodes,
some of which can still be seen to this day.
Once the Order established itself on Rhodes, The Grand
Master proceeded to strengthen its navy which became
quite strong, especially in the Eastern side of the
Mediterranean, and very soon after, the Order’s fleet started
attacking the shipping of the Turkish Empire. This state of
affairs lasted well into the 15th century. These continual
attacks and counter attacks, as may well be imagined, were
a constant irritant and Infuriated the
Turks, who retaliated in kind. After
many unsuccessful attacks however, the
Turks decided to end this state of affairs
and lay siege to the Island in 1480.
Grand Master Pierre d’Aubusson
(1476-1503), as soon as he realised that
an attack on the island was imminent,
asked for help from European countries,
and eventually some 600 knights and
1500 men-at-arms arrived on the Island
from France, under the command of his
brother Antoine.
On the 9th of June 1480, the Turks
landed a force on the shores of the
Island, and started bombarding the island’s defences. The
Grand Master, realising that there was a danger of a defeat,
went to the scene of battle himself, which presence
heightened the morale of the Knights, and after a savage
fight that lasted some hours, the Turks where repelled.
However soon after, the enemy attacked again, this time
concentrating on that part of the bastions around the City
which was defended by the Langue of Italy, which was still
quite weak. When the citizens realised that they were in
peril, they all went to help the knights, and again, after a
fierce battle, the day was won.
On the morning of 27th July, the Turks once again
launched a fierce attack, with some 2000 Janissaries. They
managed to break through the bastions of the Italian
Langue, which they attacked again, and a savage battle
ensued, during which the Grand Master received several
wounds. However although severely wounded, d’Aubisson,
with sword in hand, continued to direct the knights in their
battle for survival, and soon the leader of the Turkish Forces
realised that they were out-fought, and began to retreat.
The knights now realised that the Turks where
demoralised, and continued to attack them from various
positions, finally reaching as far as their main base, and
managing to capture the flag of the Saracens. They also
captured as much materiel and booty as that they could find.
On August 17th, 1480, the leaders of the Turkish invading
forces, realising that their men had been beaten once again,
called a hasty retreat, upped anchor and sailed away. Thus
bringing to an end a bloody siege, which saw some 3000
Turks and some 500 Knights, not to mention a lot of the
citizen of Rhodes, killed in the fighting. Thus this bloody
siege came to an end, bring relief not only to the Knights
but also to the Greek and Jewish inhabitants of the Island.
The Order, although victorious, also suffered badly, as a

result of the huge number of Knights who had been killed.
With a sense of relief, the Grand Masters that followed
could rebuild the fortifications again, in preparation for an
attack they all knew would come some time in the future.
Luckily for them there now followed a period of relative
inactivity. However the Galleons of the Order continued
attacking the Saracen shipping causing untold havoc, and
capturing a number of ships, foremost among them was a
large galley called the “La Mogarbine” from which the
Order captured its crew, together with a load of gold and
arms . The Sultan of Egypt, Kansou-Algouri, became
furious at this loss, which he regarded as pure piracy, and
gathering twenty-five galleys prepared to make a retaliatory
attack. On hearing of this Grand Master d’Amboise sent in
a fleet of his own, headed by La
Mogarbine. A naval battle took place
which raged for some four hours, and
during which the nephew of the Sultan
was killed. The Saracens, seeing this,
immediately lost heart and beat a retreat.
The Knights leading La Mogarbine
during the battle were Chevaliers
d’Amaral and none other than Philippe
Villiers de l’Isle Adam, who would
achieve notoriety becoming the last
Grand Master on Rhodes, after the
Order was defeated in 1522, and also
fame for being elected the first Grand
Master to take over the Island of Malta.
During the period since the Order had come to Rhodes,
there were the following Grand Masters:

1. Foulques de Villaret

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.

17.
18.
19.
20.

1306-1319
died in 1327.
Helion de Villeneauve
1319-1346
Dieudonné de Gozon
1346-1353
Pierre de Cornillan
1354-1355
Roger de pins
1355-1365
Raymond Beranger
1365-1374
Robert de Julliac
1374-1376
Juan Hernandez de Heredia
1376-1396
Richard Caracciolo
1385-1395
(this was a period when there where 2 Grand Masters)
Phililbert de Naillac
1396-1421
Antoine Fluvian de la Riviere 1421-1437
Jean Bonpar de Lastic
1437-1454
Jacques de Milli
1454-1461
Pierre Raymond Zacosta
1461-1467
Jean Baptiste des Ursins
1467-1476
Pierre d’Aubusson
1476-1503
(Who was in charge during the siege of 1480)
Emery d’Amboise
1503-1512
Guy de Blanchefort
1512-1513
Fabrizio del Carretto
1513-1521
Philippe Villiers de l’Isle Adam 1521-1534
(Last Grand Master in Rhodes and first in Malta)

The story of d’Isle Adam and of the siege of 1522, which
signalled the end of the Order’s reign in Rhodes, will appear
in the next issue of the EUROPEAN.

René Tonna-Barthet, GCSJ, CMSJ & Bar, MMSJ
Conventual Bailiff, Grand Conservator.

LANARKSHIRE
NOEL LUNCH
KICK START TO CHRISTMAS

The lunch was held in Chevalier Maurice Taylor’s Hotel, the Holiday Inn, East Kilbride and this year
was attended by some 200 people. Popular well known Scottish comedian, Andy Cameron was on hand
as usual to provide entertainment throughout the afternoon and keep everyone in high spirits. The
guests enjoyed a declicious lunch and were treated to a day filled with fun and music supplied by the
Dalziel High School Choir and one of Scotland’s top vocalists, Brenda Cochrane, made a special
appearance. Chevalier Ronnie Smith closed the lunch by proposing a hilarious vote of thanks.
Two charities, St. Andrew’s Hospice and Bobath Scotland, treating children with Cerebral Palsy, will
benefit from the funds raised from the raffle, auction, tombola and christmas market. South Lanarkshire
Council was represented by Provost Russell Cleary MBE and Christina McKelvie MSP delivered the Selkirk
Grace.
The Lanarkshire Noel Lunch was created by Dame May Storrie some seven years ago and has raised well
over £400.000 during this period for local charities.
A special mention should be made of Kate Harkin and the team from Lanarkshire Enterprise Services who
work tirelessly each year to ensure the success of the lunch.
We look forward to seeing everyone next year when your support is vital to enable us to raise the much
needed funds for our charities.

Seasonal Message from the Prelate

Each year, as happens with many churches,
the congregations where I minister produce a
Christmas card to be delivered, not just to church
members, but to every home within the area we
cover, to every household within the wider
community.
So, when October comes round, we have a meeting
to decide on the design of the card for that year. It could be
a picture of Joseph leading the donkey bearing
Mary on the journey towards Bethlehem. Often we
have a depiction of the stable scene, with Mary and
Joseph, and the Baby lying in the manger, while
the oxen and the other animals look on. Sometimes
it’s the shepherds that are featured, watching over
their flocks by night, and hearing the glorious song
of the angels announcing the birth of the Christ
Child. Another possibility (perhaps appealing
more to children and the ‘child’ within each one of
us) is a cartoon of sweet little creatures – lambs and
a donkey and robins and field mice and even fluffy
bunny rabbits - gathered round the manger. The
range to choose from is wide and varied.
This year, I’m pleased that we have decided on a
sketch of the wise men from the east (traditionally three)
following the star and bearing their gifts of gold, frankincense
and myrrh to present to the Holy Infant.
The spirit of giving lies very much at the heart of what
Christmas means: God’s self-sacrificial giving of his only Son
out of his love for the world; and our response to that love by
giving - not just cards and presents to our families and friends
- but by giving our very selves, who we are and what we have,
in the service of Christ.
The spirit of giving lies very much at the heart of what our
Sovereign Order means: not just our gathering together for
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ceremonies of investiture and other social
occasions (important as those are) – but giving,
self-sacrificially, of ourselves, our time, our abilities
as well as our money – and using what opportunity
and influence we have to fulfil our mission to serve
those in need. ‘The European’ is a publication
which should run out of room for photographs of our
meetings and gala dinners and glittering occasions
because it is cram full of stories of significant
achievements in our central aim to help the Lord’s
sick and poor.
The wise men of the gospel story travelled long
and far to reach the Christ Child and to kneel in
humble reverence before him, with the stench and
filth of the stable in stark contrast to their more
customary surroundings. “A hard time we had of
it,” according to T S Eliot in his poem ‘The
Journey of the Magi’. And so it should be for us,
if we are sincere in our desire to worship Christ
through our service to humanity.
Christmas is a time to rejoice and celebrate, and
I wish you every joy and happiness at this season.
But, for us as Knights and Dames within our
ancient Order, it is also a time to remind ourselves of our
fundamental calling, like the wise men of old, to bring in
humility our most precious, costly gifts to honour the King
of Kings who was born in a lowly stable and died on a
rough-hewn cross that we and all God’s children everywhere
might have life in all its fulness, both now and to all eternity.
May you know the true blessing of Christmas - and be
enabled, by God’s grace, to share that blessing, not only with
your loved ones, but with those in any kind of need.

Due to the great success of The European, we
have two new additions to the team, Dame
Vana Papalois from the Commandery of
England and Chevalier Robert Loudon Brown
from the Commandery of Scotland. We are
delighted to have them on board and we know
with their wealth of expertise and knowledge
that we can look forward to bigger and more
professional editions in the future.

Dame
May Storrie DCSJ
may.storrie@btinternet.com Sovereign Council Meeting
Tel: +44 (0)141 644 3111 Francisco Sept 2012

- San

The Investiture Service will take place in
Grace Cathedral atop Nob Hill followed by a
dinner dance at The Pacific Union Club, one
Dame
of two most outstanding clubs in San
Vana Papalois DGSJ
Francisco. The trip following the Investiture
v.papalois@btinternet.com will take us to the wine county of Napa and
+44 (0)20 8543 1657
Sonoma and the sea shore of Monterey,
Carmel and Pebble Beach. We will also be
making arrangements for anyone who wishes
to make a pre-tour trip to Yosemite. Full
Chevalier
Robert Loudon Brown KSJ information will follow during 2012, in the
meantime anyone wishing to book should
noradicay@manx.net
contact Dame Ellen McLaughlin on
+44 (0)1624 838236
ellenvla@ix.netcom.com or International
Office on osjregistrar@telus.net

Chevalier Revd David Mill KJSJ

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Commandery of Scotland Meeting
- Holiday Inn, Theatreland, Glasgow,
Saturday 11th February
Commandery of Scotland
Gourmet Dinner
- Holiday Inn, Theatreland, Glasgow
28th April 2012
Commandery of England Investiture
- Sacred Heart Church, Wimbledon
- Saturday, 10th November 2012.
(Full details will be circulated next year)
Commandery of Hungary Investiture
- Budapest
12th May 2012
(Full details will follow)
Sovereign Council Meeting
- San Francisco
- September 20th - 23rd 2012
To ensure safe delivery of your copy,
please advise us of any change to
your contact details.
All editions of The European can be
found on the international website
www.sosjinternational.com

A special thanks to H.E. Conventual Bailiff Grand Conservator René Tonna-Barthet GCSJ, CMSJ and Bar, MMSJ
Please notify us of any change in your contact details to ensure safe delivery of the newsletter.
The editorial team wish you and your families a very Merry Christmas and a peaceful, happy and healthy 2012.

