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As the second edition of The European is
published, 2008 draws to a close and you will
see we have had to expand this edition to
accommodate the wealth of articles received
from our members.
This year we have witnessed great stability
within the Grand Priory of Europe with mem-
bers working together to enable us to give to
several deserving charities. This year has also
afforded me the opportunity to travel and
meet our members throughout Europe, the
United States of America, Canada and Nica-
ragua. Both May and I have enjoyed warm
hospitality from our fellow Knights and

Dames throughout Europe, Canada and America and have shared some
memorable experiences from the various Investitures to the Reno Ro-
deo, with the Commandery of The Sierras, and the final tour of the
Sovereign Council Meeting travelling through Virginia and Pennsylva-
nia.
The Sovereign Council meeting was ably chaired by Lieutenant Grand
Master David Rolfe assisted by Grand Commander Owen Brown.
Grand Conservator, Conventual Bailiff Rene Tonna-Barthet, will report
in the next issue on any relevant matters arising from the meeting. It
is with great pride that I can report that the decision to hold the 2010
Sovereign Council Meeting in Budapest received unanimous approval
and my grateful thanks to Commander Doug Daniel and his wife Judit
Hegedűs  for  agreeing  to  host  this  event.
I have participated in three Petit Conseil teleconferences during the year,
representing the members of the Grand Priory of Europe, together with
Conventual Bailiff Grand Conservator, Rene-Tonna Barthet.
At the Church Service and Investiture held immediately following the
Sovereign Council Meeting, and attended by 180 Knights and Dames

and their guests, it was rewarding to see Commander Doug Daniel of
Hungary being promoted to Knight of Justice and Dame Commander
Margaret Rolfe and H.E. Bailiff Tony Bugeja both being awarded the
Medal of Merit for the tremendous service which they have given, and
continue to give to the Order.
Closer to home, Commander Peter Murrell and Dame Commander Chris
Murrell, organised our Investiture in Brighton in November. 5 new
aspirants were invested and a full programme was enjoyed by all who
attended. My thanks to Peter and Chris for undertaking the organi- sation.
During the weekend of the Brighton Investiture a meeting of the Grand
Priory of Europe and Grand Priory Charitable Trust was held when
several charities were awarded funds and details are listed in Superin-
tendent Russel Griggs’ report. It has been impossible to report on the
Grand Priory of Europe meeting in this edition due to the printing
deadline. A full report will be contained in the next edition and in the
meantime, your Priors and Commanders will keep you updated.
I would like to take this opportunity to wish you and your families a very
Merry Christmas and a happy, healthy and peaceful 2009.

As knights and dames of the Sovereign Order of St.
John, we are committed to serve a greater cause, to
give to the sick and the poor of Christ and to work
for the hope and peace of others.• I continually
observe the positive actions of our members at our
social events and fundraisers and am always
amazed not only with the impressive occasions but
also with the remarkable creativity and innovation
demonstrated by our leaders in this effort.
Throughout the year, every commandery in each
country showers us with events that work in both
large and small ways to contribute to the greater
effort, an effort that powerfully results in millions

H.E.Conventual Bail- of dollars given in the hope of improving the qual-
iff Grand Hospitaller ity of life for others.• A heartfelt thanks to all who

have helped and are helping and to those who
intend to help to create this tremendous force of the

human spirit.
•No time are these efforts more intensified than at Christmas:• toys and gifts
for the children, special dinners and celebrations for the elderly, food for the
poor, shelter for the downtrodden and encouragement to those shattered by
disease and misfortune.• In the midst of this season of unexplained generosi-
ties, however, we must pause to remind ourselves that many of the luxuries
and comforts we share every day are experienced by many only at Christmas
and we must work to assure that experience - even a brief experience - for
others.• How wonderful if everyone in the world could experience• “A Child’s
Christmas in Wales!”

•As Christmas approaches, we gradually realize the harbingers of this magnif-
icent holiday.
We are surfeited with the bombardment of endless and impressive images that
form the trappings of Christmas: lighted trees with colorful ornaments, gar-
lands, mistletoe and wreaths as well as the impending visit from St. Nicholas.
We see artfully wrapped gifts, elaborate store windows and enjoy elaborate
buffets with wassail bowls, plum puddings and• gingerbread cookies; we
participate in religious celebrations• where the sounds of favorite hymns and
Christmas carols echo through our churches and grand cathedrals. The snow
is falling and the geese are getting fat. Christmas literally falls upon us and we
are reminded again and again to play and make good cheer, for Christmas
comes but once a year.
•It is almost impossible to escape the noise and the rush of Christmas with all
of its glitz and glisten; it is important, however, that we somehow find time to
reflect upon the real Christmas, the quiet Christmas. We need to rethink the
popular public Christmas and journey into ourselves to discover the private
personal Christmas.• A few days - even a few moments - can renew individual
inner strength and heighten our own quality of life.••• While we applaud our
accomplishments and celebrate our collective strength, let us also fully realize
the importance of family and friends whose firm foundation enables us to do
for others. We cannot spread the spirit of Christmas without enforcing that
same spirit within ourselves.
•May we share the many blessings of the holidays and delight in our friend-
ships and our loves.• I wish you health, happiness and the wealth of everything
in this world that the power of Christmas has to offer.

Janice Stein

H.E.Bailiff Donald J
Storrie GCSJ

Grand Prior of Europe
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Greetings from beautiful Budapest, venue of the 2010 Sover-
eign Council Meeting. In October, the Sovereign council
voted to have the next Meeting in Budapest. Unfortunately,
they have not yet set a date. We are very pleased and honored
to be chosen to host the next Sovereign Council Meeting. We
are also honored and appreciative that the decision was taken
after no small amount of lobbying by our esteemed Grand
Prior, H.E. Bailiff Donald Storrie, GCSJ and the Order’s
Grand Commander, H.E. Conventual Bailiff L. Owen Brown
GCSJ
With Le Petite Conseil approval, we will hold our next inves-
titure here on the 9th of May 2009. So go ahead and mark that
date on your calendar, just use pencil.
This year’s Investiture Gala Dinner and Ball was held in the
Grand Ballroom of the Grand Corinthia Hotel Royal in down-
town Budapest. We heard many comments about its elegance
and splendor. This will be our venue for the next Investiture
and the Sovereign Council Meeting. When you see the ball-
room you will not only be awed, but you will most likely have
a sense of déjà vu. Here’s why: the Grand Ballroom has been
used in many television commercials. It was even used in one
advertising Prague!
This year’s Investiture has brought in four very impressive
members. Chevalier Frank Klausz III, KSJ is a citizen of both
Hungary and United States of America. A graduate of Har-
vard University and University of Pennsylvania, Frank is the
managing director of a multinational consulting company’s
Hungarian subsidiary. Among Frank’s other accomplish-

ments, he is an Olympic gold
medal winner. Dame Dr. Zsu-
zsanna  Benkő,  DSJ  is  a
Professor of Sociology and
the head of the Institute of
Applied Health Sci- ences and
Health Promotion in Szeged,
Hungary. Chevalier Zoltán
Pintér, KSJ owns and manages
several businesses in
Hungary including a financial Commander Doug Danielinstruments brokerage and a Pal-
inka factory. He has been very
active in charity over the years as
well as a patron of the arts. He founded the Palladium Foun-
dation, a charitable foundation. Another great addition is Dr.
George Czirjak, a medical doctor who established his own
pharmaceutical marketing company and views SOSJ as a
good way to get started in charity.
We are particularly proud of Chevalier Dr. István Gyenesei,
KSJ, MP who was recently appointed the Hungarian Minister
for Local Governments.
Since I last reported to you, we have been able to bring
to a close the Nagyatád Hospital project by buying them
some long needed equipment. We have also bought medical
equip ment and playground equipment for the Cseppkő utca
(pronounced 'Chepkoo ootsa) Children's Home, and won
a 400,000 Hungarian forint (GBP - £1,287) grant to cover
administrative costs. With that money, Dame Judit Hegedűs,
DJSJ CMSJ wrote and published a very professional, bilin-
gual brochure that we intend to use for recruiting.
We are planning another charity auction and concert for early
January. But first we plan to close this year with a Christmas
dinner for the Commandery and family members.

Commandery of Hungary

KCJSJ

As Christmas approaches I am reminded that it is the season when
we think of family and friends both near and far and I realise how
blessed we are to have so many good friends throughout the world.
I look back at the happy times Chris and I have spent with our friends
from the SOSJ this year. What great places we have visited, and
wonderful functions we have attended, what lovely people we have
met and what a joy to have spent such quality time with old friends
from so many of the Priories and Commanderies from within our
worldwide Order.
It never ceases to amaze me to learn what a difference is being made
by members of our Order in the lives of so many unfortunate folks
the world over; and as we offer gifts this Christmas to our loved ones
I am heartened to know that because of the work being done by
Knights and Dames everywhere there are many whose Christmas this
year will be so much better than any other they have ever had.
At the end of my report to members of the Priory of England earlier
this year the phrase “Onward and Upward in the name of St. John”
was created and seems to have already inspired members of this
Priory to be creative in their work in the name of St. John. I will
embellish that phrase by saying: if we only ever look onward we will
always go forward, and if we only look upward we will see what our
Lord’s design is for us. Combining the two cannot fail to bring
results!

The Priory of England has nominated the following charities to
receive donations from the monies raised at the Grand Dinner/Dance
held after the Brighton Investiture. Our efforts on the evening raised
in the region of over £5,500*•to be shared between the following
charities.
Make a Wish Foundation•- granting the wishes of children suffering
from life threatening or terminal illnesses.
Teenage Cancer Trust - supporting teenagers (and their families)
suffering from cancer.
The Walter Boyce Day Care Centre - caring for young adults with
severe mental and physical handicaps.
The St. Peter and St. James Hospice and Continuing Care Centre -
palliative care for terminally ill adults.
*This amount does not include a per-
sonal cheque for £2,000 which was
given by a guest (not a member of the
Order)•to Ruth Sims of Help for Hurt-
ing Children following her talk which
was intended to inform us of her work
starting in January and for which the
Grand Priory Charity Trust gave per-
mission to• seek help from Patrice de
Gail (Grand Hospitaller OSJ)• in pro-
viding hospital beds to go to Uganda
via this charity.

With my Very Best Wishes for a Merry
Christmas and a Happy New Year to
one and all. Commander Peter

Murrell KCJSJ

Priory of England
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Superintendent’s Report:

All accounts and relevant docu-
mentation have gone to the Char-
ities Authorities. The Grand
Priory of Europe is therefore up-
to-date in compliance as a Chari-
ty. We are about to submit a
claim for repayment of Gift Aid
which will go to the Inland Rev-
enue before Christmas. On Satur-
day November 22nd the Trustees
of the Grand Priory Charity Trust held a meeting in
Brighton to approve a procedure for the dissemina-
tion of funds to charities.
Chevalier Professor Russel Griggs OBE, KGSJ

Chevalier Professor
Russel Griggs OBE,

KGSJ

It has been a busy period since
the last European Newsletter
published in June earlier this
year for the Priory of Scotland.
We were well represented at
the Sovereign Council meeting
in Washington D.C. with eight
of our members in attendance.
Bailiff Suzanne Turner and her
team did a wonderful job of
organising the Sovereign
Council meeting and the social
activities surrounding it. We
all enjoyed renewing our friendships with members
from around the world.
Just last week Elaine and I along with four of our
members attended the Priory of England Investiture
held in Brighton where Lieutenant Grand Master H.E.
Conventual Bailiff David R.L. Rolfe GCSJ, MMSJ
invested into our Order and the Priory of Scotland five
new members - Chevalier Sandro Giovannazi KSJ,

Chevalier Ian Cameron Kerr KSJ, Chevalier James
Wylie KSJ, Chevalier Robert Loudon-Brown KSJ and
Dame Nora Loudon-Brown DSJ. I warmly welcome
our new members and I will report further on each of
them in the next issue of the European.
The Lieutenant Grand Master additionally confirmed
promotions to two of our members for the outstanding
sustained work they have carried out not only in the
Priory of Scotland but in the Grand Priory of Europe
and the order as a whole. Chevalier Russel Griggs
OBE, KGSJ was promoted from Knight of Honour to
Knight of Grace. Dame Commander Elaine D. Wales
DCSJ was promoted from Dame of Grace to Dame
Commander of Grace.
It just remains for me to wish all of our members and
their families a very Merry Christmas and I look
forward to working with you in the New Year in
pursuit of our objectives in helping those less fortu-
nate than ourselves.

Prior Commander Glenn H. Wales KCJSJ

Komtur of Denmark

Dear Sisters and Brothers in St. John.
During the last years the Danish Komtur of the SOSJ
has not been without its troubles. Today we are five
Dames and Knights left to restore the Komturi, and
expand the order once more in Denmark.
First of all, we have executed the first part of a
three-part plan. After prolonged discussion we can
now say that we once more have faith in the future.
We are now entering the second phase, where the life
of the order is resumed, and where we will be focus-
ing on the foundations of the Order in Denmark. We
will rethink the life of the Order, the ways thing are
done, and concentrate on the future. Change must
come, and we cannot wait any longer.
The third phase will be a campaign of ‘acquisition’.
We must more than double the member basis in the
next 2 years, and return to being a forceful humani-
tarian organization. We have to live up to our motto
‘Pro Fide, Pro Utilitate Hominum’, and look to the
future.
On behalf of the Sisters and Brothers of the Danish
Komturi.
Henrik Rudolph. K.S.J.

Priory of Scotland

Prior Commander
Glenn Wales KCJSJ

The next Sovereign Council
meeting will take place in
the beautiful city of Buda-
pest in Hungary. The date
for the church service has
been confirmed as Satur-
day, 25th September, 2010.
Further details will follow

Date for your diary:
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Judit  Hegedűs  was  born  and
raised in Budapest. She graduat-
ed with the Hungarian equivalent
of an MA from the Budapest Uni-
versity of Economics where she
studied international relations.
She did post-graduate work in
international relations at the
Hungarian Academy of Sciences.
Then she received the equivalent
of an MBA from the European
Business School. Judit speaks
fluent English, German and her

native Hungarian. She says that she is too far out of
practice to say that she is still fluent in Russian.
She was the first managing director of the internationally
renowned Berlitz language school when it was re-intro-
duced into Hungary after the change of systems. During
her eleven years there, she grew the Hungarian operation
to three campuses. She went on to found and become the
first director of the Language Institute at Budapest’s
International Business School before becoming Manag-
ing Partner of TransAtlantic Consulting, LLC. Judit was
a board member of United Way Hungary where she led
several highly successful charity projects.

Judit was invested in the SOSJ on 25th March 2006, when
the Commandery of Hungary was established. Concur-
rently, she became the Chairman of the Board of the
Commandery’s legal entity in Hungary, Knights for Hos-
pitals Foundation. As such, she is responsible for all legal
and financial activities carried on by the Commandery.
She writes contracts, negotiates prices, pays bills, and
frequently has to run the Commandery’s beneficiaries to
return the documentation required by the Hungarian offi-
cials. She was the project leader for all three of our
Investiture Ceremonies. With Chevalier Jozsef Doktor,
KGSJ, she planned and organized the charity events
conducted by the Commandery in Hungary. Judit, with
the advice of Chevalier Vilmos Hanti, KSJ, submitted a
successful grant proposal to the Hungarian government,
bringing in 400,000 forints (GBP - £1,287) to be used for
operational expenses. In 2007, she received the Order’s
Certificate of Merit and in 2008, was promoted to Dame
of Grace in Saint John.
Judit is the hardest working and most productive member
of the Commandery of Hungary and, more than any other
Knight or Dame, is responsible for the Commandery’s
successes.

Stephen was born in Bournemouth, Hamp-
shire in 1935 and grew up in Dorset. On
leaving school at 16 he joined the Westmin-
ster Bank at their Esher Branch in Surrey.
Subsequently came National Service in the
Royal Navy and he first visited Malta after
joining HMS Glasgow, the then flagship of
the Mediterranean Fleet. Upon discharge he
rejoined the Bank and during 40 years serv-
ice held posts as Senior Tutor at the London
Training Centre plus appointments at vari-
ous branches before retiring as a branch
manager in 1991.
Outside work Stephen was a Scoutleader,
and was awarded the Medal of Merit for his
services plus the Long Service Decoration.
He also played rugby for the Bank and was
in the Tug-o-war team.
Marriage to Shelagh in 1962 and the arrivals

of Fiona & Philip curtailed activities a little but involvement with church
and school brought further responsibilities. Stephen was on the
committee of the St Thomas More School Parents Association and
served terms as Treasurer and Chairman. Various fundraising events
were held and helped foster relations between parents and school. Fiona
made her first pilgrimage to Lourdes with the HCPT Pilgrimage Trust
and from this sprang a long association with the Trust and over the years
pilgrims have been accommodated, transport provided to airports and
railway stations, plus any other help called for. Eventually Philip also
went on the pilgrimages and for many years Easter meant much prepa-
ration and ferrying.
In his local Parish, he has assumed the duties of Chairman of the Finance
and Administration Committee. Whilst this does mean some meetings
with Diocese as well as Parish Priest and committees, he has also

cleaned drains in the church car park, repaired benches, cleaned the
church and, this year, helped to install the new kitchen in the Church
Hall. He is most grateful for the invention of power tools!
In recent times Stephen & Shelagh have been involved creating a local
charity called Momentum. This came about following a neighbour’s
child being treated for cancer in the local hospital. Thanks to the
co-operation of those living in the road a massive garage sale was held
which resulted in some £4,000 being made to start the charity. The
charity has grown and there are facilities for parents, plus new play-
ground, new equipment for the playroom and newly decorated ward.
Stephen & Shelagh still attend the social functions.
Other opportunities arose when Stephen was President of Esher Cateni-
an Circle on two separate occasions. Donations were made to Research
into Cystic Fibrosis and Momentum. As chairman of Walton-on-
Thames Probus Club, Stephen helped give donations to the local hospice.
Voluntary and charitable work still continues as Shelagh is also a
volunteer at a Day Centre for the Elderly. Stephen is occasionally called
on to help, so is well versed in pushing wheelchairs, washing up and
assisting the infirm on and off coaches. For the last three years they have
been singing with the Elmbridge Choir which performs for charity three
or four times a year.
This is not to forget the efforts of the Order which he joined in 1993.
Donations and equipment have been given to many charities including
Botton Village, Demelza Children’s Hospice and HCPT, to mention but
a few. This giving helps to emphasise the need to help the less fortunate
and needy and to maintain our Christian tradition.
He still has time for morning swims, the quiz team, jazz appreciation,
listening to children read at Primary School, some watercolour painting
and the choir. In between there are the annual accounts audits for the
local Garden and Fine Arts Societies.
Finally, Stephen is very proud of his five happy and healthy grandchil-
dren and Fiona, now a Nurse Practioner at Newham Hospital and Philip,
now a consultant in Palliative Care at Royal Free Hospital.

Commander Stephen
Lodge KCJSJ

Dame Judit Hegedűs
DGSJ

Spotlight on Members

In this issue: Stephen Lodge - Priory of England, Judit Hegedűs - Commandery of
Hungary, Dr Jean Scott - Priory of Scotland
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An SOSJ Christmas – 2008

Christmas is a time for feasting
Drinking wine and getting fat,

It is a time when friendships blossom,
Old and new attest to that.

It is the season to sing God’s praises;
To welcome anew that baby small,

It is the moment of awe and wonder,
When Jesus came for one and all.

In good health and wealth we squander bounties,
In hearty humour Christmas greetings send,

Time to remember friends and family;
Not a time to hate: O Lord forfend!

In this season of Goodwill and Conscience
Can we as brothers lift up our face

And say as Knights and Dames of honour We’ve
given solace to the human race?

Yes, surely, as we’ve vowed to follow
The steps of one whose life was set
Always to serve and give up freely

His God given gifts to those he met:

Gifts of courage, gifts of valour,
Gifts of caring for others before oneself,

Gifts of giving, gifts of sharing,
Gifts to raise hope and spiritual wealth.

Knights and Dames of the Sovereign Order
Before Christ and St. John we’ve pledged our

troth.
Today, as Christmas once more approaches May

we be a credit to the Heavenly Truth.

Remember those who are always with us:
The unloved, the sick, the wretched, poor,

The dispossessed, the lost the lonely,
However unworthy, we must love them more!

For in our giving and in our caring
Not only do we keep our vows,

But in that Manger and highest Heaven
God smiles upon the heads we bow!

Dame Commander Chris Murrell DCSJ - 2008

I was born in Airdrie but I went to my
grandfather’s old school in Coatbridge. As part
of the entrance examination for Coatbridge
Secondary School we had to write about a
famous king. All the schools in Lanarkshire
had been studying King Alfred and the poor
head of English was heard to explain, as he
corrected the papers “not another Alfred”!
Then he read my essay, laughed aloud, for I
was “preaching” to him about King Solomon’s
choice - Wisdom. I stayed in the A stream,
played in the first eleven hockey team and took
part in dramatics. In the 5th form, age 16yrs,
with 5 Highers and Lower Latin, I sought to
enter medicine, but being too young could only

do a BSc course in preparation. Back at school, I took two more
Highers, wrote a thirty page essay on my chosen subject, “The
League of Nations” and a course on French literature. Winning a
scholarship to Glasgow University it was war time, with blackouts,
travel difficulties, rationing and fire watching. Windows in the
lecture theatres were blown in, glass everywhere and classes and
examinations cancelled. (I had spent evenings under the stairs at
home studying and hearing the bombers overhead).
In our third year the prospect lightened and I attended my first Ball
and played hockey for the first XI. Midwifery training was done in
Dublin and I enjoyed this peace-time interlude. In our final year we
learned what was required of us as doctors. It was hard work and
testing, but we learned a lot.
I graduated in June 1944 with commendation, and in my second
resident job an event happened, which led to my future career. A
senior doctor on the staff studying lead levels in people living in
tenements serviced by lead pipes had built a photoelectric colorime-
ter. Interested, I ended up doing all the haemoglobin levels on the
machine. This formed a base line for when I went to my next job In
Rotten Row in the Professorial Department of Obstetrics. Here
anaemia was common and working one night, a voice said “who are
you and what are you doing here”. Turning, I saw an army officer -
Colonel Harold Sheehan returning from demob to his old depart-
ment. He then asked me if I would like to research the problem. After
an interview I became a McCunn Scholar of Glasgow University.
Papers were published on the causes of anaemia and drug trials were
started.
A new out-patient clinic was built and I had a consulting room and
a small laboratory and a technician. It was then it was suggested that
I should accept a rotating Senior Register post in general pathology.
Taking this advice, I trained at Glasgow Royal infirmary and then at
the Western ending up as the consultant covering blood transfusion
and perinatal pathology. I expanded the blood transfusion work,
collecting donations from patients to send to the West of Scotland
Blood Transfusion Service. For acute emergencies, we had our
donors on the staff, who donated fresh blood. This lasted until the
Transfusion Service started to supply fresh frozen blood and plate-
lets. With the introduction of new techniques the work expanded and
I was invited to join the Rhesus Committee established by the
SHHD. I had received considerable experience in committee work at
all levels with the Medical Womens’ Federation, ending up as
National President. After I retired, there were, in 1979, many more
women doctors, but very few at consultant level! I was therefore
encouraged by the MWF to stand for the forthcoming GMC election
and was successful.
Before this there was not one woman on the Manpower Committees.
Once again the MWF approached me to put my name forward and
shortly after this I had an invitation from the Secretary of State.
There were no records of the various positions held by women, so I
wrote to all the Postgraduate Deans, collated the figures and at the
next annual review asked permission to table them. Some days later
the chairman’s secretary phoned me to ask how l got the figures and
I told him. I later learned that the department was taking this over
and I remained a member till I retired. Since then I have been
involved in various environmental issues. Recently I chaired and
organised the 2007 Glasgow University Medical Year Reunion.

Spotlight on members (cont from page 4)

Dame Dr. Jean Scott
DGSJ
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Pictures from the Thurs-
day night buffet and
Friday’s dinner and tour
of Mt. Vernon - George
Washington’s home in
Virginia.
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New York Avenue Presbyterian Church

Established in 1793, this church has played an
integral part in the lives of many political lead-
ers. Several presidents and cabinet members
regularly worshipped here including John
Quincy Adams and Dwight Eisenhower. Abra-
ham Lincoln came with his family throughout
his presidency. The Lincoln Parlor displays the
original hand-written draft of an 'Emancipation
Document' from Lincoln to Congress suggest-

ing a bill designed to free the slaves. The church played an active role
in the Civil Rights movement; its members joined the March on Selma
and worked with local organizations. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. was
often a guest preacher.

Mayflower Hotel, Washington DC
Opened in 1925, the hotel has hosted events that
have changed the course of human affairs.
It was here that FDR worked on his inaugural
address, Harry Truman resided early in his presi-
dency and J. Edgar Hoover often ate lunch here.

Scenes from the Sovereign
Council Investiture and the

Gala Dinner
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At the Grand Priory of Europe meeting in Brighton on 22nd November, the following Officers were appointed:

Grand Prior and Lt. Grand Commander (Europe) H.E. Bailiff Donald J. Storrie GCSJ
Deputy Grand Prior, Prior of Scotland•and Assistant to the Grand Marshall - Commander Glenn H. Wales KCJSJ
Prior of England and Assistant to the Grand Counsellor - Commander Peter W. Murrell KCJSJ
Receiver General - Chevalier Professor Russel Griggs OBE, KGSJ
Secretary General - Dame May Storrie DCSJ
Herald - Dame Elizabeth Griggs DSJ
Lt Grand Hospitaller Scotland - Dame Commander Elaine Wales DCSJ
Lt Grand Hospitaller England - Chevalier Vassilios Papalois KGSJ

The Trustees of the Grand Priory Charity Trust remain:

H.E. Bailiff Grand Prior Donald J. Storrie GCSJ
H.E. Bailiff John Stacpoole GCSJ, MMSJ
Prior Commander Peter W. Murrell KCJSJ
Prior Commander Glenn H. Wales KCJSJ
Chevalier Professor Russel Griggs OBE, KGSJ

Titles explained: Conventual Bailiff

This is a title used for those Bailiffs of the Order, who are elected
to the Little Council, or Le Petit Conseil, which is the council that
runs the business of the Order, and also advises the Grand
Master, or the Lieutenant Grand Master. The Title remains so
long as that Bailiff remains in Office.
The use of the word Conventual is a recently modern term, and
in the past history of the Order, the term used was “PILIER”. The
French translation of this word is “Pillar”, meaning that this is a
Bailiff who is a ‘Pillar of the Order’.
The term Pilier was used initial during the tenure of the Knights
in Rhodes ( 1310-1522), where most of the changes within the
Order took place, following its expansion.
The Piliers were the highest dignitaries of the Order, responsible
only to the Grand Master. Each of these Piliers supervised the
overall administration of his particular Langue. The Grand
Priors - even if Bailiffs themselves - Priors and Commanders
answered to him. The custom grew that the Conventual Bailiff,
or Pilier of each Langue held certain key positions. These posts
came to be automatically tied to the individual Langue. In order
of seniority, these Conventual Bailiffs, held the following posts
on entering into Office:

1. PROVENCE: Grand Preceptor, or Grand Commander
2. AUVERGNE: Grand Marshal, - all military matters.
3. FRANCE: Grand Hospitaller, - The infirmary.
4. ITALY: Admiral,
5. ARAGON: Grand Conservator, supplies and transport.
6. ENGLAND: Grand Turcopolier, - Mobile squads,

coastguards.
7. GERMANY: Grand Bailiff
8. CASTILE & LEON: Grand Chancellor, The Chancery,

the Government of the Order.
Thus, as can been seen, each senior Bailiff of the 8 Langues was
represented on this little council.
The full list of Seniority was made up as follows:
The Archbishop of Rhodes, later the Bishop of Malta,
The Prior of the Church (in todays jargon, the Prelate of the
Order) The Bailiff of Provence, Grand Commander,
The Bailiff of Auvergne, Grand Marshal,

The Bailiff of France, The Grand Hospitaller,
The Bailiff of Italy, The Admiral,
The Bailiff of Aragon (Spain), Grand Conservator,
The Bailiff of England, The Turcopolier,
The Bailiff of Germany, The Grand Bailiff,
The Bailiff of Castille (with Portugal) The Grand Chancellor.
Then followed the Grand Priors of the Order, with seniority
given to the Grand Priors of the 8 langues shown above, and
then followed by the Bailiff of St. Euphemia, and followed by
other Priors and Commanders.
The dignitaries mentioned above held seats in the Chapter-Gen-
eral of the Order, today called the Sovereign Council. The
several branches of the Brotherhood met and cohered in the
person of the Grand Master, who supervised the execution of the
laws and constitutions approved by the Chapter-General. The
Grand Master, as representative of the power and influence of the
Order, put himself on a par with Sovereigns, and from which we
derive the Title of Sovereign. The Grand Master was accorded
Princely prerogatives both in Rhodes and Malta, and he is still so
regarded by the Vatican in Rome, as far as the SMOM is con-
cerned.
Our own Sovereign, King Peter II, decided that he did not want
all the 8 members to be in the Little Council, or Petit Conseil, so
he chose 5 members, which today in order of seniority are: The
Grand Commander, The Grand Marshal, the Grand Hospitaller,
The Grand Conservator and The Grand Chancellor, or as the
King referred to this position, The Grand Counsellor, whom he
put as responsible for all contacts with the world outside the Order.
According to the Petrine Constitution, Chapter 6, para 7, the Petit
Conseil is the Executive Organ of the Order, composed of the 5
Conventual Bailiffs mentioned above, and functions as the Cen-
tral Administration (Government ) of the Order and manages its
current affairs. The Order is legally bound by the signatures of
two Conventual Bailiffs. It is also granted that the Petit Conseil
makes its own Rules.
Finally, elections to the Petit Conseil take place every 2 years
during the sitting of the meeting of the Sovereign Council.

H.E. Conventual Bailiff Grand Conservator René Tonna-
Barthet GCSJ,CMSJ

Grand Priory of Europe Promotions:

Royal Pavilion, Brighton
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Happenings:
Earlier this year on August
16th, Prior Commander Peter
Murrell Proudly escorted his
youngest daughter Libby
down the aisle at Creeksea
Place, Burnham. This was one
of the few days the sun shone
this year!.
Mum - Dame Commander
Christine Murrell DCSJ - sent
in this picture. She also had
time to write another poem for
our newsletter (see p.5).

Dame Mavis Faverey-Schmidt DSJ was recently
appointed as the Honorary Consul in Sweden for the
Republic of Suriname. Suriname, formerly Dutch
Guiana, is located on the Caribbean coast of South
America, between Guyana and French Guyana. Suri-
name is smallest independent country on the South
American continent. First explored by the Spaniards
in the 16th century and then settled by the English in
the mid-17th century, Suriname became a Dutch
colony in 1667. With the abolition of slavery in
1863, workers were brought in from India and Java.
Independence from the Netherlands was granted in
1975.
Suriname is covered by large areas of biological
diverse, tropical forest with some areas of savanna.
The northern coastal plain is farmed, mined and
logged, and the area along most rivers is heavily used
for subsistence agriculture in the interior.

H.E. Bailiff Grand Prior Don-
ald Storrie and Dame Mavis

Faverey-Schmidt DSJ

The Big Build Appeal:

Commander Glenn
H. Wales KCJSJ –

Prior of Scot-
land made the

Key-note appeal
speech at the Emma

Hale and David
Farrell

Jazz Orchestra fundraising concert
held recently at Oran-Mor in Glas-
gow. Glenn serves on the ‘Big Build

Appeal’ committee chaired by H.E. Bailiff Grand
Prior of Europe Donald J. Storrie GCSJ. The com-
mittee is charged with the responsibility of raising
£16 million to fund the construction of a state of the
art Marie Curie Hospice in Glasgow. The fundraising
concert by Emma
who is only sev-
enteen and her
friend David
raised £10,010 to-
ward the appeal.
Emma and
David’s concert
featured songs by
Cole Porter, Gershwin and Irving Berlin and was a
tremendous success.

Dame Christine
Murrell DCSJ

If you have had a
‘Happening’ in your family
or circle do send us a picture
and some words. We’d love
to see what’s happening in
our members lives. - Editor.

The Earl of Wessex is seen congratulating
Grand Prior, Donald Storrie, the Chairman
of the Marie Curie Big Build Appeal, at a
reception in the Trades House of Glasgow.
Donald is a past Deacon of the Incorporation
of Coopers of Glasgow and a Freeman of the
Cities of Glasgow and London. The Incor-

porations of Coopers together with the Worshipful Com-
pany of Coopers of London, have donated £100,000 to
provide a room
within the new
hospice in Glas-
gow. The Big
Build Appeal
fund now stands
at over £12 mil-
lion well on the
way to achiev-
ing the target of
£16 million. From left: Past Deacon Alan Watt, H.E.

Bailff Grand Prior Donald Storrie, The
Earl of Wessex
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Pictures from Vancouver & Reno Rodeo

1
2

3

4

5

6

7

A selection of pictures from the Sovereign Council sightseeing trips:
1. The Liberty Bell, Philadelphia. 2. Philadelphia skyline. 3. Jamestown - statue of Pocahontas. 4.
Yorktown battlefield. 5. Governor’s Mansion, Historic Williamsburg. 6. Character actors, Histor-
ic Williamsburg. 7. SOSJ members exploring Historic Williamsburg

While in the USA for the Sover-
eign Council events we were all
fascinated by the ‘Race for the
White House’ although it all got a
bit crazy when the two candidates
and their entourages descended on
our conference hotel. As we all
now know, President-elect Obama
takes office in January. - Editor
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Commander Morrison Dunbar CBE, KCSJ and Chev-
alier Iain T. Robertson KGSJ generously donated new
Ceremonial and Dubbing Swords to the Priory of
Scotland. These swords are however no ordinary
swords as they came from Toledo in Spain, renowned
the world over as being the home of the finest hand
crafted blades. Chevalier the Reverend David Mill
KJSJ performed a Dedication Ceremony at Finnart St.

Paul’s Church after which the Swords were entrusted
to Prior of Scotland Commander Glenn H. Wales
KCJSJ for safekeeping. The members of the Priory of
Scotland gratefully acknowledge the generosity of
both Morrison and Iain in the gift of these fine swords
to the Priory.
Prior Commander Glenn H. Wales KCJSJ

New Swords for Priory of Scotland:

From left: Chevalier Iain T. Robertson, TD, KGSJ, Prior
Commander Glenn H. Wales KCJSJ, Commander Morrison

Dunbar CBE, KCSJ, Chevalier the Reverend David Mill KJSJ

The meeting of the Sovereign
Council in Washington DC this
autumn had many special
moments. One of them was a
visit by a sizeable group from
the Order to the recently-con-
structed Our Lady of Lebanon
Maronite Church, a building of
stunning simplicity and beau-

ty, its white walls and magnificent
acoustics reminiscent of St Anne’s
Church in the Old City of Jerusalem
which was built by the crusaders.
The tour of the church and splendid
hall and facilities downstairs (an ideal
venue for a future Investiture and
banquet) was preceded by a sumptu-
ous feast of Lebanese home cooking
(and Lebanese wine!) generously pro-
vided by our hosts, Chor-Bishop Do-
minic Ashkar and his sister, Julie
(who, as Dominic modestly pointed
out, prepared all the food!).
After the tour of the church, the mem-
bers of the Ecclesiastical Council re-
mained for an historic face-to-face meeting of the Council,
under the gracious and able convenership of Ernest Cock-
rell - with (for the first time in such numbers) five of the
six members present, clergy and chaplains from different
denominations and units of the Order in different parts of
the world - truly ecumenical and international. We are very
grateful to the Order for financial assistance which

made it possible for so many members of the Ecclesiastical
Council to travel to Washington.
Our discussions were wide-ranging, but focussing particu-
larly on the role and function of the Ecclesiastical Council
within SOSJ. It was re-iterated that the Order is not a
Church, but a community of people from different Chris-
tian traditions and denominations, part of the Body of
Christ in the world today, able to transcend with integrity
and mutual respect the differences that may divide the
Christian Church doctrinally or in other respects - Pro Fide,
Pro Utilitate Hominum - for Faith, for Service to Humani-
ty. Membership of the Order is not a substitute for our
living out our faith in the context of the worship, work and
witness of our respective traditions, but rather an additional
and wonderful channel for service to our Lord’s sick and
poor.
Aspects of the role of the Ecclesiastical Council are: to
advise on Order services (Investitures and other Order
occasions); to provide resources for the use of members of
the Order in our shared devotional life (not least, upholding
one another in prayer); and, most im-
portantly, to keep our Christian basis at
the forefront of all we do as an Order.
In that regard, we intend to do some
work on a programme of spiritual prep-
aration for potential Aspirants.
In so many ways, our meeting in Wash-
ington was invaluable - and a spring-
board to our contributing as helpfully
and meaningfully as possible to the
work of the Order world-wide.
Watch this space! David.

Chor-Bishop Dominic
Ashkar

Chevalier the Rever-
end David Mill KJSJ
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Clergy Corner:

I am flattered to be asked to
contribute the 'Clergy Corner'
article for the second issue of
the 'European. I would certain-
ly endorse the good wishes that
David Mill expressed to the
editorial team in the first issue,
and would share his hope that
the clerical contribution will
become an integral and impor-

tant part of the newsletter. For some years now, in late
July, I have travelled with the ladies who run our
repository shop to an exhibition of Christmas stock
arranged by our wholesale suppliers. Ordering Christ-
mas cards in July presents a similar challenge to
preparing a message for a December issue during
September. When you are reading this, the Priory of
England investiture will be over, the first cold spell of
winter will be upon us, each of us will be working
through a mammoth Christmas card list, and we will
be asking the strangers we meet at cocktail parties how
they will be spending the festive season.
One might think that of all the great feasts of the
church, Christmas would be the least controversial.

No one would doubt that Jesus was born, or that
members of a religious group can fittingly celebrate
the birth of their founder. But in fact, our Christmas
celebrations have been controversial, ever since St.
Francis created the crib to tell the heretics of his time
that Jesus became a real human being. The modern
critics who attack the 'commercial side' of Christmas,
or who object to Christmas being given greater prom-
inence than the winter feasts of other religions, have
recognised one great truth: that the event we celebrate
at Christmas is what makes our beliefs about God so
different from those of other religions. In Jesus, God
and man were united, and this showed the great digni-
ty and worth that God conferred on his human crea-
tures.
If we, as members of a Christian order, devote our-
selves to the service of our fellow human beings, it is
not simply because we are commanded to love our
neighbour, it is because we believe that we are made
in God's image, and there is so much worth in our
human nature that the Son of God could join himself
to it. This and every year we come to church at
Christmas, to thank God for the love he showed us in
becoming one like us, and the nobility he gave us as
Christians — and we should surely remind ourselves
that this is the justification for all we do as members
of a Christian and charitable order.
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Articles for the next issue - June 2009 - must be with the
editorial team by April 15th. Items may be edited for reasons
of space or clarity.
If sending pictures electronically, please send them in .jpeg or
.tiff format. We can also scan in snapshots/pictures - perhaps
you have some from past events - even black & white shots.
You can contact the team by e-mail (details on back page), or,
if you have the Grand Priory of Europe directory, further
contact details are in there.

2009

Editorial Team: from left to right: Dame Elizabeth Griggs
(lizgriggs@gmail.com), Dame Commander May Storrie

(may.storrie@btinternet.com), Dame Commander Elaine Wales
(elaine@datasafe.net)

Rev Father John Wylie
KGSJ


