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European Regency meet in Copenhagen

In the frosty and windy city of Copenhagen,
Denmark, 15th and 16th of February 2012,
two important and very successful meetings
were held. The first was a meeting of the
European Regency in the morning of the
first day, the second a meeting of the
Working Group covering the better part of
both days. First, however, what is the
European Regency and what is the Working
Group?

The European Regency was established at the
convention of the Order in Glasgow 2011 in order
to prepare the organizational structure of the Order
in Europe following the unification in 2010 and to
prepare the election of a Grand Prior of Europe. The
Regency is composed of Patrice de Gail, Heinrich
Kleeberg and I, thus three Bailiffs of the Order
representing the three major divisions of the former
OSJ in Europe; France, Germany and the Nordic
countries (Dacia).
Early in the deliberations of the Regency it
became clear that it would take a direction deviating
from the mandate given. Creating one Grand Priory
of Europe, headed by a single Grand Prior, turned
out to be quite unrealistic seeing the great variety
of culture, traditions and language. Making one
single all encompassing unit would be, not only linguistically, to
build a Tower of Babel inside the Order. So, the Regency soon
concluded that there will have to be at least four Grand Priories in
Europe representing, in good concord with the ancient traditions,
four major different “langues” or thongues, the French, the
English, the German and the Nordic speaking regions. Further,
with a growing unit in Hungary, an emerging Hungarian thongue.
The conclusions of the European Regency were brought into the
context of the Working Group meeting. The Working Group
includes the members of the European Regency, former OSJ
Grand Master, Yves de Villepin, René Tonna-Barthet, Donald
Storrie, Remy Leprette and is chaired by Grand Commander Owen
Brown.
The Working Group was created in 2001 as a consequence of
the signing of the Charter of Alliance in Vancouver in 2000. Its
task is to ensure a continuous effort towards the unification of the
various Orders of Saint John who for various reasons have
fragmented from the united Order that was brought from Russia to
the United States in the early 1900’s, and to ensure the
implementation of necessary changes in the organization following
such unification, as were successfully concluded in 2006 and 2010.
Thus, the Group has two fields of work, the first being to seek
unification with the various fragments of the original Order until
a complete unification of all is achieved, and second, to ensure

that the Order as it grows through unification is able
to absorb every aspect brought on board by the
unifying parties while remaining operable as one
Order.
The areas affected in a unification process are
practically speaking all areas. There will be a need
to make changes in the organizational structure, the
laws and rules governing it, the manning of the
various offices, the financial and general
administration, the information modes and
strategies, the ceremonies and not least to identify
and take advantage of synergies in the charities and
humanitarian projects.
Several issues following the unification of 2010
have not yet been properly addressed, but major
issues were brought to conclusion in Copenhagen.
The most important job is to harmonize and merge
the OSJ Constitution and Laws with the SOSJ Rules
in a manner that does not conflict with the
Constitution of King Peter II and at the same time
preserve important regulations and allow sufficient
space for local customs.
The most important issue to be concluded at the
Working Group meeting was the question regarding
the number of Grand Priories and the structure of
the organization below the Grand Priory level. The
Working Group adopted the view that the Grand Priories are
equivalent with the ancient “Langues” of the Order and that the
future organization of the Order should reflect this. Accordingly,
the number of Grand Priories will no longer be limited to two;
Europe and the Americas, and new Grand Priories may be created
given that they fulfil requirements. Several other issues were
addressed, and in particular the approach towards a future
unification with the Hospitaller Order of Saint John and the
Russian Grand Priory of Malta, both working under the
Constitution of King Peter II. Signals so far are mostly positive
and it will be exiting to enter into negotiations with both. In any
case, unification with these Orders will be less complicated than
the one completed in 2010 between OSJ and SOSJ, since all are
governed by the same Constitution.
One should note that the European Regency and the Working
Group are advisory bodies, not decision makers. The Petit Conseil
or Sovereign Council will rule on the advice given. We are,
however, quite sure that the conclusions reached in Copenhagen
will be agreed to for the good of the Order and its future
development and it is a sincere hope that a complete unification of
all legitimate Orders of Saint John some day will be achieved.
Then one may say the Working Group will have contributed to
changing the world.
H.E. Bailiff Dag von Schantz, GCSJ

PRIORS REPORT - Priory of the United Kingdom and Ireland

It is with heartfelt sadness that we have learned of the loss of two of our most distinguished
members who recently passed away. H.E. Bailiff Emeritus Anthony Bugeja GCSJ, MMSJ
and H.E. Bailiff Grand Prior Emeritus Donald J. Storrie GCSJ, MMSJ. Their contribution
to the health of the Priory and the Order as a whole has been immense, we will miss their
presence, wisdom and guidance in the time ahead. Our thoughts and prayers are with their
families.
It gives me great pleasure to announce that Commander Vassilios Papalois KCSJ has accepted
my invitation to serve as Deputy Prior of the Priory of the United Kingdom & Ireland for the
remaining period of time that I will hold office. Vassilios has done a wonderful job in developing
the Commandery of England since his appointment almost three years ago and I look forward to
continuing to work together fulfilling the objectives of the Order.
The Commandery of England is holding its next Investiture in London on Saturday 10th
November where six aspirants will be invested into our Order by H.E. Bailiff Grand Master
David Rolfe GCSJ, CMSJ, MMSJ. The Commandery excelled in staging a memorable Investiture weekend in Brighton in
2010 and I know that this year the committee are keen to build on their success. I would be most grateful to all members
for your support at this year’s Investiture, please make your accommodation booking as detailed in Vassilios report in this
edition of The European…a warm welcome awaits us.
Members from the Priory of the UK & Ireland will be attending the Sovereign Council Meeting taking place in San
Francisco in September and with guests will be participating in the social activities surrounding the SCM. The SCM
organising committee have worked hard to plan a wonderful itinerary including the post SCM tour where we will be travelling
south to Monterey, Pebble Beach and Carmel before heading north via Sausalito to the wine rich regions of Nappa and
Sonoma…plenty of opportunity to sample the local produce is guaranteed!
The Sovereign Council is the legislative body and custodian of the Sovereignty of the Sovereign Order. When the
Sovereign Council is in session, its authority is in precedence over all other Units, Councils and Committees of the Sovereign
Order and no meeting of any Unit of the Sovereign Order may occur when the Sovereign Council is in session without
specific approval of the Sovereign Council. Meetings of the Sovereign Council normally take place every two years.
It is wonderful to see the Commanderies of England and Scotland developing well under the guidance of their respective
Commanders - Vassilios Papalois KCSJ and Jim Wylie KGSJ with growth in new members and exciting innovative fund
raising initiatives. I would like to take this opportunity to thank both Vassilios and Jim for their hard work and dedication.
H.E. Bailiff Glenn H. Wales GCSJ
Prior of the United Kingdom & Ireland

Greetings from Bonnie Scotland
It is with a deep personal sadness that I have to report the death of
H.E. Bailiff, Grand Prior Emeritus, Donald J. Storrie, GCSC,
MMSJ on 30th June 2012. I am sure all of you share the deep sense
of loss which the members of the Commandery of Scotland feel at
this time. A tribute to Donald's life is contained elsewhere within this addition of the
European.
The Commandery of Scotland is in good health financially and since my last report contained
in the November edition of the European, our major fundraising event of 2011 the Lanarkshire
Noel Charity Lunch was held in the Holiday Inn, East Kilbride on Friday 9th December, 2011.
Thanks to the hard work of Dame May Storrie, DCSJ and Chevalier Ronnie Smith, KSJ and also
to the generous sponsorship of Chevalier Maurice Taylor, KCSJ sufficient funds were raised to
enable £4,000 to be donated to Bobath Scotland and £10,000 to the St. Andrews Hospice.
he Lanarkshire Noel Charity Lunch 2012 will be held at the Crutherland House Hotel, East
Kilbride and will take place on Friday 14th December, 2012. The proceeds of the event this year will be donated to St.
Andrews Hospice to assist with their excellent work.
H.E. Bailiff Glenn Wales and Chevalier Dr. Maurice V. Taylor organised a superb gourmet dinner and wine evening which
was held in the Holiday Inn Theatreland on Saturday 28th April, 2012. A report on this event is included elsewhere within
this edition of the European. Many thanks must go to Glenn and Maurice for all their hard work in organising this excellent
evening.
Six members and one guest from the Commandery of Scotland are travelling to San Francisco on the occasion of the
Sovereign Council Meeting which is being held there from 20th to 23rd September, 2012. We are all going on the coach tour
of the Napa Valley immediately following the Sovereign Council weekend and are looking forward to meeting up with old
friends and new at that time.
In the last edition of the European, I indicated that I would report further on the new members who were admitted to the
Commandery of Scotland at the Investiture in October, 2011 and I will endeavour to do so in the next edition of the European.

Commandery of Scotland

Commander James G Wylie CA, KGSJ

Commander Dr. István Fórián, KGSJ
This to announce that as of 19 May 2012, Chev. Dr. István
(Stephen) Fórián, KGSJ is the Commander of the
Commandery of Hungary.
Our investiture, promotion, and change of command ceremony
was presided over by H.E. Bailiff Dag von Schantz, Deputy Grand Prior of Europe. It was
held in the spectacular chapel of Saint John's Hospital in Budapest, a 300 year-old chapel with
rich frescoes and charm to match. We had a 30-member chorus in the choir loft who filled the
hall with Vivaldi, Mendelssohn, and Bach.
H.E. von Schantz proved to be a warm, charismatic leader who charmed his way into all of
our hearts. He has become, without question, an honorary member of our Commandery, one
who will always be welcome among us. Speaking for myself, I hope he presides at many
more of our investitures. A professional photographer documented the entire ceremony and
the subsequent gala dinner. Those pictures will be made available for The European’s
editorial staff's perusal as quickly as they can be. Dr. Fórián is a proven leader of great talent
and many accomplishments. I can say with complete confidence that the future of the Commandery of Hungary is in good
hands. He will nurture it and it will grow and become stronger.
Chevalier Douglas Daniel KJSJ

Commandery of England

Dear Brothers and Sisters in St. John,
It is my sad duty to start with the news of the passing away of H.E.
Bailiff Anthony Bugeja GCSJ, MMSJ. Tony left peacefully on the 8th
May 2012 after a long illness; we all pray for the repose of his soul
and ask our Lord to give his wonderful wife Dame Anne Bugeja and
their family strength during these most difficult times. Tony was a
true and great Knight of our times and a dear Friend to all of us. His
smile and kindness were always a source of great strength for his family and friends and his wisdom
enriched all who were so blessed to know him. I will always be immensely grateful to Tony for his
enormous support and thoughtful advice for my work for the Order which was always dear to his
heart. Our Grand Conservator, HE Bailiff Rene Tonna-Barthet, and good friend of Tony and
Anne for over 40 years, most eloquently delivered the eulogy (published in this issue of the
European) of Tony’s remarkable life and achievements at his funeral that was held on Thursday
17th May 2012 at the Abbey of St. Benedict in Ealing with our Brother Father John Wiley as the Presiding Priest of what
proved to be a very beautiful ceremony attended by more than four hundred people. May Tony rest in God’s everlasting
peace.
Our next business meeting has been planned to take place on Saturday the 30th of June at the Holy Family RC Church, Acton West
Parish where we will join our Brother Reverend John Wiley in the celebration Mass of our Patron St. John the Baptist; we are
looking forward to seeing in good health and a good spirit our Brothers and Sisters, have the blessing of St. John and plan our
activities.
Important Note! On Saturday the 10th November 2012 our Commandery/Priory of UK and Ireland will hold our Investiture in
London. We are immensely grateful that our Grand Master David and Dame Margaret Rolfe will join us; their warm presence, grace
and gravitas are always a great inspiration to all of us. You are cordially invited to joins us in what promises to be a great weekend
and offer a warm welcome to our distinguished aspirants. Our Investiture Ceremony is scheduled to take place at the Sacred Heart
Church in Wimbledon. All the other events (welcome reception, Gala dinner and charity events, business meeting) will take place
at the prestigious Warren House, a 19th century Victorian mansion surrounded by four acres of landscaped gardens, located just five
miles from central London close to Richmond Park, Wimbledon, Ascot, Hampton Court & Kew Gardens. Please kindly put a mark
on your calendar and kindly book your accommodation directly with Warren House via e-mail: sales@warrenhouse.com or by phone
on 00-44-(0)208-974-7048 or 00-44-(0)208-547-1777 using the Quote: SOSJ to ensure the special rates. On behalf of our
Commandery, this issue is also complemented with articles by two distinguished members of our Order and Commandery: Chevalier
the Reverend Father John Wiley and Chevalier Professor Daniel Casanova; two very special Knights that I am so proud to call my
Brothers in St. John.
Last but most certainly not least, I would like to join the chorus of congratulations offered to the newly elected Commander of the
Commandery of Hungary Dr. Istvan Forian; he has all our very best wishes for the future. I would like to take this opportunity to
express our sincere gratitude to the outgoing Commander Doug Daniel for his remarkable achievements for his Commandery and
for the Order and especially for his friendship and support to the members and work of the Commandery of England.
I wish you all a productive but also refreshing summer, enjoy the Olympics (they take place in London as it is the case with our
Investiture; a great city for two great events!) and we are looking forward to seeing you in November!
With kindest regards, your Brother in St. John,
Commander Vassilios E. Papalois KCSJ, MD, PhD, FICS, FRCS, FEBS

Daffodil Appeal

COMMANDERY OF SCOTLAND BOOST THE GREAT DAFFODIL APPEAL

Members of the Commandery of Scotland in
Buchanan Galleries, Glasgow, collecting for
the Marie Curie Great Daffodil Appeal which
raises over £5.4 million each year for the
running of the Hospices in Great Britain.

The Grand Prior of Dacia

Johan
Andreas
J o h a n s e n
Knickrehm
was
born on New Year's
Day,
January
1st,1954, on the
small island of Læsø
in
northern
Denmark. He is a
widower with two
children and two
grand children who
likes to go hunting
and fishing. Sailing
the seas off the
western coast or ride
his motorbike through the countryside are also
favourite activities.
Johan's career covers several areas. He was primarily
educated in the taylor business, but growing up in rural
Denmark, he soon turned to farming. He has owned and run
two large farms growing ecological crops and raising
livestock. Further, he has been involved in industrial
activites and on top of this owns a local hotel, restaurant
and pub. Thus both agriculture, industry and the service

business are part of his long experience. In 1998 Johan
graduated from the Danish Technical University (DTU) as
an Environment Engineer, a degree that has been directive
for his military career. He is head of the quality department
of the Combat Support Wing in Karup, Denmark, with the
grade of Major. As a professional military attached to
NATO, he has served in Afghanistan and other counties.
A man with both feet firmly on the ground and a strong
will, Johan's experience is a contribution to the Order. He
joined the Danish Order of Malta in 1986. Through the
alliance between this Order and the OSJ in France, he
served as Lt. Grand Master of OSJ 2000 - 2006. He took an
active part in the unification efforts, resulting in the
unification in 2006, an effort he now supports since 2008
as Grand Prior of Dacia, now a part of SOSJ following the
unification in 2010. Recently, he took the initiative that led
to the inclusion of the Finnish Priory into the Order. On the
local level, Johan has contributed to this kind of work ever
since he initiated the joint "Maltese Council" in Denmark,
a contact forum where all Orders of Saint John present in
that country meet on a regular basis for discussion and even
cooperation in charity work. Johan has contributed greatly
to the various humanitarian projects of the Order, mainly in
Africa. He is now on his way to Angola.
H.E. Bailiff Dag von Schantz GCSJ

Finland join the Order

By Johan A J Knickrehm GCSJ, Grand Prior Dacia

In the fall of 2010, the former
Grand Master OSJ, Ivar C H
Castenschiold received an
approach from an autonomous
Finnish Priory probing a
possible reception into the
Grand Priory Dacia. This was
formally transferred to me,
being Grand Prior of the Nordic
province of the Order. I
immediately went into action,
inviting the Finnish leadership to
Copenhagen for introductory
talks.
Our first meeting took place at
Christmas time 2010. Commander
Esko Raipai with spouse Maja and
Thomas Pälvirante arrived in
Copenhagen. The SOSJ and the
Grand Priory organizations as well
as the history and background of
the Finnish Priory were explained
and clarified. Then a tentative
schedule for the adoption of the
Priory was drawn up. The meeting
was rounded off with a miniature
convention in the localities of the
Priory Sankt Ansgar. Following the
meeting Grand Master David Rolfe
was informed and we received a green
light to continue the work.
The first step was a planned
meeting in Finland, where I had the
opportunity to meet the other officers
of the Priory and where further
planning took place. Discussions
focused on present status, the
necessary steps forward and any
possible hindrances that might have
to be dealt with. The meeting
concluded by the signing of a
declaration (Act of Unification)
confirming the intention of both parties
to continue working for a unification
with the Grand Priory as agreed with
the Grand Master.
As the next step came an
investiture in Finland on October
8th, 2011, where 25 new members
were received and a letter of intent
(Engagement of Unification) for
unification was signed, containing
the terms necessary for entering into
the Order and for a transition period.
At this investiture it was decided that

the name of the Finnish Priory would be
Sankt Henrik, named after an important
Finnish saint. Also, the Prior and
Commander were appointed and the
event rounded off with a banquet for
quite a number of participants.
The final step, completing the
unification took place in Tampere on
February 17th, 2012 with the
participation of the Grand Commander,
Bailiff Owen Brown, arriving in
Finland in order to name and complete
the reception of the Priory into the
Order. Further, the President of the
German Association, Bailiff Heinrich
Kleeberg, participated. It all started at
breakfast with a meeting where the
programme of the day was prepared and
where a number of questions were
clarified. Then followed a reception at
the City Hall where the Deputy Mayor
(member of the Order) bid everyone
welcome with a toast and guided the
participants through the building and
its history.
The ceremony took place in the
common room at the theatre, where
all took the oath of the Order and
Prior Markku Salmenpohja took his
Prior’s vow binding towards the
future work within SOSJ. The dinner
was accompanied by wonderful music
and a number of speeches, by the
Grand Commander, the Prior, the
Commander Esko Raipia and the
Grand Prior. The Prelate said prayers
both at the introduction, during the
ceremony and at the closure, both in
Finnish, Swedish, German and
English.
The following day there was a
leadership meeting where practical
issues regarding the future,
concerning both the Order and the
Grand Priory, were discussed and
concluded. It is evident that the
Finnish Priory experience a period of
strong growth. Several projects have
been inaugurated and there is an
expressed desire to make a difference.
The next investiture in Finland will
be in Tampere on October 20th, 2012.
I wish you all warmly welcome to
meet our 62 Finnish knights and
dames of SOSJ!

H.E. BAILIFF, ANTHONY BUGEJA
14th June 1928 - 8th May 2012

It was with deep sadness on Tuesday 8th May,
2012, that I was informed that my great friend
Tony Bugeja had passed away at about 6.45pm.
I had first met, and we became, close friends in
1970, immediately after I and my family arrived
in this country. Tony had been living here since
1947, but his life was not as simple as that, far
from it, tony had lived life to the full, and his
many experiences would have made a really
interesting subject for a biography. Indeed this
may still be possible.
He was born on the 14th of June, 1928, in
Istanbul, Turkey, of Maltese parents, who worked
for an American company in that country. He, like
his parents, had a british passport, and this would have some
repercussions later on, during WWII. Tony was one of five children,
three boys and two girls. As a young child, he went to the French
school in Istanbul, and as he grew older, he transferred to the English
high school in that city. As a young boy he used to attend the
Church of St. Esprit in the heart of Istanbul, which is still there to
this day, but at the time that Tony was a young boy, the hierarchy of
the Catholic Church in Turkey was led by the then Archbishop
Roncalli, later Pope John XXIII. Tony was very proud of the fact
that both he and his brother were roped in as candle bearers to the
Archbishop, and were quite close to him at that time. The
Archbishop used to say that they were his Bugejas (which as some
of you here today might know,that that is the Italian word for
candlebearers). Tony and his brother also used to accompany
Monsignor Roncalli on his pastoral visits, and one of his favorite
stories was when once they accompanied the archbishop on an
important visit, and he suggested to the hosts that the two children
should be taken to the kitchen and given some food there. This
happened and they were loooked after very well, including that they
were given some wine. When it was time for the group to return,
one of the boys could not be found, and was later spotted sitting on
a chair fast asleep. The hosts quickly explained to Monsignor
Roncalli, that the children had been given some wine, and that this
was the result, at which, the Archbishop retorted “I told you that
they would be well looked after in the kitchen, didn’t I” Tony was
also very proud of the fact that both he and his brother received their
confirmation from Monsignor Roncalli.
He was always very sad to recount that his dear father died in 1939,
and later in 1942 british authorities in Turkey, decided that all British
citizens and their families should be evacuated to the south, i,e. Out
of Europe, and they were taken to Cairo for some 6 months, and when
the war situation in Egypt became more threatened, they were sent
on to Agra in India, which is were they remained until the end of the
war. This was an important part of Tony’s life, and he used to love
telling about his time at St. Peter’s college in Agra, where he
eventually became cqaptain of his football and hockey teams. He also
became an officer in the army cadet corps and also head boy during
the last year at college. He always referred to his time in India as a
time that he thoroughly enjoyed. When, after the war, they returned
to Turkey in 1946, the job market there was non-existent, and tony
decided to come to this country, and continue his education here.
Mind you even here he found difficulties, as all university places were
take by the returning servicemen. However this not-with-standing he
was finally accepted at the Chelsea Aeronautical College, where
eventually he became an aeronautic engineer.
However Tony was a very hard working student, who apart from
the training that he had received, was also very fluent in at least five
languages: Italian, French, Turkish, Greek and of course English,
which he had studied in the various English schools that he attended
in Istanbul, Cairo and India, he finally found work which took him

GCSJ, MMSJ

all over Europe, not however as aeronautical, but as
an oil engineer. The countrties in which he worked
were: Denmark, France, East Germany, Belgium
and of course Aberdeen on the oil platforms, which
he used to visit using the helicopter shuttles that
exist for the purpose of taking crew and consultants
on and off the platforms. His main work consisted
of designing oil pipe networks, to ensure a steady
and safe supply of oil for on-shore storage etc.
Soon after his arrival in the UK, he used to visit
his aunt, to whom he always spoke in Greek, and
on the way to her house one day he noticed a
beautiful little girl of about 7 years of age. Tony
never mentioned this to anybody, but some eleven
years later, on the 14th of February 1958 to be exact, when the girl
had turned 18, he got engaged to her, and only 5 months later he
married her. Tony told me recently, only a few months ago in fact,
that Anne had been and now become 100 per cent of his life. He
was, he told me, extremely grateful to her for the way that she
looked after him, and nursed him in these truly weak closing months
leading to the end of his life. Tony and Anne had four lovely
children, Damien, Mark, Philip and Nicholas. Tony and Anne
adored their children, and their life centred around these four boys.
Unfortunately some time ago Damien fell ill, and for a long time
suffered greatly, and finally in 2010, he died. Tony never really
recovered from this very sad loss. On the other hand however he
was also extremely proud of the fact that his children had produced
10 grand children, which became the apple of his eyes, and he used
to spend days in their company, and he was never as happy as when
he was in their midst.
However to get back to his younger days. Tony decided early in
life that God had given him many blessings, and so, soon started
his work of helping others in need, and after some time,
experimenting with some charities, he first became a Knight of St
Columba, and later on in 1968 he became a member of the Roman
Catholic Association of the Catenians. He did a lot of work in ths
organisation and was also elected president of his circle. He
achieved his 40th anniversary of membership in 2008, which
incidentally coincided with his 50th wedding anniversary. In 1972
he was also invited to become a Knight of the Sovereign Order of
St. John. He was invested by his Royal Highness Prince Andrej of
Yugoslavia as a Knight of Honour. In this field he really started to
achieve rewards for the Order’s chosen charities, and soon he was
recognised as a real hard worker, and rose first to the rank of Vice
Prior, after that he was promoted to Knight of Justice and eventually
to Prior. When he resigned from this position, he remained on the
working council of the Priory of England and in the early 1990s
was awarded with the Grand Cross of Justice of the Order of St.
John of Jerusalem, a very rare event, as normally the grand cross is
only awarded when a Knight is elevated to the rank of Bailiff. This
elevation finally took place some four years later, when in the early
2000s, he was finally elevated to the rank of Bailiff. He however,
never rested on his laurels, andcontinued on his charitable work and
in 2010 he was award with the medal of merit, which again is a very
rare acknowledgement of the work achieved by and for the
Sovereign Order of St. John of Jerusalem Knights Hospitaler, whose
motto is pro fide, pro utilitate hominum, which means “for faith, for
service to humanity”.
I will end this reflection upon the life of Tony Bugeja, by saying
that it was indeed a great privilege for me to have, not only known
Tony, but also to have worked alongside him for some 40 years in
this order, and will finish by saying that he was indeed a great
gentleman and a gentle man in the true sense of the world.
H.E. Bailiff Rene Tonna-Barthet GCSJ, CMSJ & Bar, MMS

30th October 1942 - 30th June 2012

H.E. BAILIFF, GRAND PRIOR EMERITUS DONALD J. STORRIE GCSJ, MMSJ
I once read a poem called “The
Dash” which advised that the
two dates were merely
bookends for the “dash” in
between them. The dash is so
important because it represents
all that Donald achieved in his
lifetime and Donald Storrie
achieved a huge amount in that
short dash. In addition to his
tireless efforts in furthering the
aims and objectives of the
Sovereign Order of St John of
Jerusalem, Knights Hospitaller
he was deeply involved with a
large number of business and
charitable organisations.
Donald was invited to become
a Knight of Honour in 1999 and
after serving as the Prior of
Scotland, was elected Grand
Prior of Europe in 2007 and in the same year was elevated
to the rank of Bailiff GCSJ. In 2010 Donald was awarded
the Order’s Medal of Merit.
Donald was born in Motherwell, Lanarkshire, Scotland
and was educated at Dalziel High School. After leaving
school, Donald joined Hamilton Burgh Police Force and
following his marriage to the girl who became his lifelong
soul mate, May Samson, they moved south. Donald took up
a post with Buckingham Constabulary in 1964 and
subsequently achieved the rank of Detective Sergeant in the
Regional Crime Squad.
In 1969 Donald and May moved back to Scotland and in
the early 1970's they set up the business of Donald Storrie
Estate Agents. Having built up a chain of 32 offices
throughout Scotland, in 1987 they accepted an offer to
purchase their business from Nationwide Estate Agency, a
subsidiary of the Nationwide Building Society. The
Nationwide were so impressed with Donald’s business
acumen that they asked him to become Chief Executive of
their Estate Agency business and take responsibility for 300
offices throughout the United Kingdom. This however
involved Donald travelling down to London at the
beginning of each week and only flying back to Scotland
on a Friday evening. After a time Donald and May decided
to buy back their original business name and set up again in
Hamilton.
Donald became involved as a director of Scottish
Enterprise Lanarkshire and was elected as Vice Chairman of
New Lanarkshire Limited. He was a founding director of
the Entrepreneurial Exchange, an organisation set up to
promote a culture of entrepreneurial business enterprise in
Scotland and in 1996 Donald was elected Chairman and
subsequently Chief Executive in 1999.
Donald had a deeply held belief that with his business and
financial success he had a responsibility to help those less
fortunate than himself. He was a Trustee and Director

serving on the Boards of various
charities including the David
Livingstone Memorial Trust Fund
Raising
Committee,
the
Neuroscience Foundation at the
Southern General Hospital in
Glasgow in addition to assisting
his wife May in organising the
annual Noel Lunch in Lanarkshire
which last year alone enabled the
Commandery of Scotland to
donate £10,000 to St. Andrews
Hospice and £4,000 to Bobath
Scotland. Donald was a Past
Deacon of the Incorporation of
Coopers of the Trades House of
Glasgow, a Liveryman of the
Worshipful Company of Coopers
of London and a Freeman of the
cities of Glasgow and London.
Donald was also a Director of the Merchants House of
Glasgow and Chairman of the Saints and Sinners Club of
Scotland. He was also Chairman of the Saints & Sinners
Club of Scotland, a charitable organisation restricted to 100
members, but which contributes more than £100,000 per
annum to a large number of small charities throughout
Scotland. His greatest single charitable achievement,
however, was in his role as Chairman of the Marie Curie
Cancer Care Capital Appeal Committee which spearheaded
the Big Build Appeal which raised £16.4million for the
construction of the Marie Curie Hospice in Glasgow which
was opened in 2011 by Prince Charles. In 2010 and in
recognition of Donald’s contribution to this fantastic
achievement he received the Sir Bill Cotton Marie Curie
Above and Beyond Award.
Donald had been diagnosed with Pulmonary Fibrosis five
years ago and while on a recent Mediterranean Cruise with
his beloved wife, May he contracted a serious lung infection
from which he did not recover. It was fitting that he spent
his last few days in the Marie Curie Hospice, the raising of
funds for the construction of which he considered to be one
of his greatest and proudest achievements.
Donald was a kind, thoughtful and caring man who
touched the lives of a great many people and he will be
sorely missed by all who knew him. Over 500 people
attended a service in celebration of Donald’s life, held in
Orchardhill Parish Church, Giffnock, Glasgow on Saturday
7th July, 2012.
Donald passed away peacefully on Saturday 30th June,
surrounded by his close family. He is survived by his loving
wife, May, his sons Grahame and Stuart both of whom he
was immensely proud, daughter-in-law Kathryn and his two
grandsons Jack and Bruce to whom he was devoted.
Commander James G. Wylie KGSJ

Gourmet Dinner - An Evening to Remember

H.E. Bailiff, Prior Glenn Wales and Chevalier Dr. Maurice Taylor organised a superb black tie fundraising event
which was held in the Holiday Inn Theatreland on Saturday 28th April 2012. The evening was a sell-out and began
with a champagne reception following by a five course (or six if you count the shot of ruby peach and pink champagne
sorbet) gourmet dinner accompanied by a different fine wine for each course and some truly excellent entertainment.
Dinner comprised a 5 course Taster Menu specially selected and prepared by the head chef at the Holiday Inn Theatreland.
A different fine wine chosen to compliment the food accompanied each course and a representative of Maison Louis Latour,
one of the most important wine growers and producers in Burgundy, and who supplied the wines, described each wine’s
attributes and gave the reasons for matching the wines to each individual course.
A Quartet from the Royal Scottish National Orchestra played excellently throughout the meal and during a break, prior to
the main course being served, Maurice Taylor had arranged for members of the RSNO, who were performing that evening
in the nearby Royal Concert Hall, to play some magnificent jazz music. They were superb!
The evening was a sell out and everyone who attended voted it a magnificent and resounding success. The food, the wines
and the entertainment were all outstanding and our sincere thanks must go to the staff at the Holiday Inn Theatreland, to the
members of the RSNO and in particular to Glenn and Maurice for organising this fantastic evening. The event was also a
resounding success financially raising in excess of £5,000. It was so successful that I have heard it whispered that it is to
become an annual event. If it does book your place early – it is well worth it!
Commander James G. Wylie KGSJ

Budapest

Commandry of Hungary investiture on 19 May 2012 held in the spectacular chapel of Saint
Johnʼs Hospital in Budapest presided over by H.E. Bailiff Dag von Schantz GCSJ.

PRESENTATION OF CHEQUE
TO HCPT-PILGRIMAGE TRUST

Chev. Stephen Lodge KCJSJ of the Commandery of England presenting
a cheque for £1,000 from the Charity Trust of the Order to Paul
Killoughery, Leader of Group 24 of HCPT. The others in the picture are
helpers from the group who will be looking after the handicapped and
under-privileged children they take to Lourdes at Easter.

Chev. Stephen Lodge KCJSJ presented a cheque for
£1,000 to Paul Killoughery, Leader of Group 24
HCPT-Pilgrimage Trust on the occasion of their
re-union and training day at St. George’s College,
Weybridge. The charity was founded over 50 years ago

by Dr Michael Strode who was then on the staff of
Chailey Heritage, a home for disabled children. He
thought that such children should be given the chance
to stay in a hotel on holiday and so took 4 children to
Lourdes where the hotels are used to accommodating
the disabled. Today Group 24 are part of an organisation
that will take approx. 2500 disabled and under
privileged children to Lourdes at Easter.
Although started by a catholic the Pilgrimage takes
children and helpers of any or no religion. Stephen’s
connection with this particular group is that his cousin,
Maria, used to lead it and he has met the current leader and
helpers in Lourdes. Each group takes 10 children or so and
have to raise about £10,000 to cover the costs.
The helpers pay all their own expenses and also have to
fundraise. Stephen’s own association with the Trust goes
back to the time that his daughter, Fiona, went as a helper
when still at school.His son Philip also went later and both
his children have acted as Nurse and Doctor with Groups
since qualifying. Moreover, Stephen and his wife Shelagh
have accommodated pilgrims and also provided transport.In
due course the Order will be told the names of the children
who have benefitted from the Donation.

Sussex Air Amulance Cheque presentation

Just before Christmas 2011 with a friend I travalled to
Dunsfold airfield near Horsham which has been the base
for the Surry/Sussex Air Ambulance since June 2007.
During the war when it was built as a bomber base,later
used by fighters it closed in 1946. The base for the Kent
Air Ambulance is at Marsden in Kent,between the two
they can cover anywhere in the three counties
Kent,Surrey,Sussex within 20 minutes flying time.They
use two Mcdonald Douglas MD902 Explorers.These are
twin engine which means that they are quieter than
some.The top rotor is also smaller, and it does not have
a tail rotor which makes for a compact machine. It is
said if needs be it can land on the area of a tennis court.

Each helicopter flies with a highly skilled crew of
four,Pilot,highly qualified and experienced doctor,and two
critical care Paramedics. They are co-ordinated by the
HEMS desk in ambulance control. (Helicopter Emergency
Medical Service).
Since starting in Kent 23 years ago they now have a
service flying upto 12 hours a day 365 days a year.When
the casualty has been assessed they are flown to the nearest
most suitable Trauma hospital,often the Royal London
where the quieter engine is useful.
Quite often the helicopter is called to remote areas of the
downs.When the helicopter gets back to base as it has a skid
type undercarriage it lands on a special trolley carrier which
enables it to pushed into it's hanger to be cleaned and
restocked ready for it's next operation. One thing we did
find out is that they use bubble wrap to keep the patient
warm.
The Doctors are usually on short cotracts often from
Australia or New Zealand. The Paramedics are usually on
secondment for 2/3 years from the NHS.
The Sussex Air Ambulance attended nearly 750 calls
during 2011. Finally the Air Ambulance costs £3.4 million
per year to run funded almost entirely by voluntary
contributions.
If you have an Air Ambulance in your area I would ask
you to look at ways of supporting it.
Chevalier Anthony Mercer KCJSJ

SPOTLIGHT ON Chevalier
DANIEL CASANOVA KSJ, M.D, PhD,

Dr Daniel Casanova is
a Professor of Surgery
at
the
University
Hospital Marqués de
Valdecilla, from the
University
of
Cantabria
in
Santander, a town on
the coast of the
Cantabrian Sea in
northern Spain.

Born in 1949 in a
catholic
family
of
Zaragoza, capital of
Aragon in Spain, he
attended to the Catholic
School Escuelas Pias in
Zaragoza. His father was a
doctor, and he decided to
continue
the
family
tradition,
studying
medicine at the Medical
School in Zaragoza, where
he met Maria Victoria, his
wife years later. During the
High School time and the
University period, he
played soccer as a forward on the University team. After
graduating from the Faculty of Medicine decided to become
a surgeon.

After a brief period in the army as Second Medical
Lieutenant, began his specialization as a Resident of
Surgery at Clinica Puerta de Hierro from the University
Autonoma of Madrid. During this period in Madrid, he
married Maria Victoria also a doctor, and two years later,
Maria his first daughter was born.

After completing his training as a general and digestive
surgeon was employed at the Hospital Universitario
Marqués de Valdecilla of Santander, part of the University
of Cantabria. This hospital was the most important in
northern Spain as well as for its long tradition (it was
founded in 1929) receives patients from other parts of
Spain. He received the degree of Doctor in Surgery in 1982
with a research project on Islet Transplantation in the
treatment of Diabetes. Because of his professional interests,
he made further studies of Colorectal Surgery at St Mark's
Hospital in London, Hepatobiliopancreatic Surgery in
Hospital Beaujon of Paris, Royal Infirmary of Edinburgh,
and in the Universities of Tokyo and Kyoto. However, his
main professional interests were in the field of abdominal

transplantation
organ
(kidney, pancreas, liver),
performing training studies
in the Department of
Surgery at University of
Minnesota in Minneapolis,
USA, for two years as a
Transplant Fellowship in
1986 and as Visiting
Professor. He has done
programs of Pancreas and
Liver Transplant in his
hospital in 1990, at the same
time he works in programs
of
Abdominal
Organ
Transplantation.

He has been the National
Coordinator
of
Hepatobiliopancreatic
Surgery and Transplantation
of the Spanish Association
of
Surgeons
from
1995-2002. Prof Casanova
has spent his entire career in
the Hospital Valdecilla, and
the
Medical
School,
achieving
the
highest
professional level, as Professor of Surgery with tenure in
2002, which is his current position. Santander is the
birthplace his other two daughters Marta and Leticia. In
2003 he was appointed as an Honorary Member of the
Royal College of Surgeons of Edinburgh. Since 2005 works
as the Spanish representative in the European Transplant
Board and in 2008 was elected as Senior Secretary. It is also
a member of the Board of the Spanish Association of
Surgeons.

His professional interests are the Medical Education, HPB
Surgery, Endocrine Surgery and Abdominal Organ
Transplantation. In recent years has began collaboration
with the ONG ANIDAN (Helps Children in Africa), having
his opportunity to work as a surgeon at the District Hospital
in Lamu in the coast of Kenya. Outside of his profession at
the Hospital, and the University, dedicates his free time
reading, listening to music, he likes horseback riding, and
sometimes plays golf at his club, Pedreña, the iconic club of
the great golf player Severiano Ballesteros. In 2010 was
honoured to be invited by his friend Vassilios Papalois to
join as a Knight of the Sovereign Order of Saint John of
Jerusalem. The ceremony of investure was in Brighton on
the 27th of November of 2010.

The Siege of 1522

In the last issue of the EUROPEAN, I described the siege on the Island of Rhodes
which took place in 1480, now we continue with the story of the second and last
siege on that fateful Island, which took place in 1522.

Suleiman had just finished his conquest of the
Balkans with a victory over Hungary at the terrible
siege of Belgrade. Now, at last, he felt that he was
strong enough to try to capture the island of
Rhodes, which had been a
source of trouble over many
decades. Suleiman, learning
of the new election of a Grand
Master, sent a letter to him.
Congratulating him on his
success
and
urging
friendship. In this letter
Suleiman the Magnificent,
described
his
recent
conquests, and cited the
recent “...triumph over the
Hungarian King, whom we
have stripped of the strong
fortress of Belgrade, after
having wasted his territories
with fire and sword, and
carried away many of his
people. The time has now
arrived therefore for us to
become friends again”. The
Grand
Master
replied
courteously, but noted the
Order’s determination to always defend its
homeland.

On receiving this reply, the Sultan was furious, and noting
that the rank of the messenger who had brought the reply,
was not of the expected importance, stated that he had been
insulted.. The Sultan's reply was a declaration of war. and at
the receipt of this missive, As the memory of the last siege
42 years was still vivid in the minds of the Order and the
residents especially how the abodes of the Islanders were
nearly all destroyed, immediately gathered all food and
forage and brought them into the relative security of the
citadel. Under the command of the outstanding Knight
Commander Antonio Bosio, vessels were dispatched to
Crete or Candia as it was then called, to Sicily, to Naples
and France asking for whatever additional supplies,
armaments, and men could be obtained. One example was
Candia, sending some 500 archers, who enlarged and
strengthened the defence of Rhodes.
The Sultan then assembled his fleet of some 600 galleons

of which more than 90 were fighting galleys. He sent an
army of about 150,000 trained troops and as many as
100,000 sappers (slaves who were trained to burrow under
fortifications and set explosives). When everything was
ready, the armada set sail, and arrived at Rhodes on June
26, 1522. After sailing
past the Island, in order
to impress the Rhodians
and the Order, they
disembarked. It took
nearly twelve days for
all the soldiers, slaves
and other armed men to
disembark, including
enormous supplies, and
hundreds of cannon,
some capable of firing
balls nine feet in
circumference, which
were to be used in order
to bring the Island into
submission.
Defending Rhodes
were some 470 Knights
and
their
servants-at-arms,
probably fewer than
1,200 mercenaries and
perhaps 3,500 Rhodian
troops. There were
several
thousand
inhabitants of Rhodes
who at the arrival of the Turks entered the walled city
for protection. Most lacked military training, and many
were women and children. They could, however, help
rebuild the walls, carry water, deliver supplies, and
pray. This was, indeed, a small force to oppose the
gathered might of the greatest Empire in the history of
Islam. In fact, the forces of the Order at this time were
slightly smaller than in the previous siege of 1480. The
city, however, was at its strongest, encompassed by a
double wall with thirteen towers, numerous bastions
and special fortifications. There was a deep wide ditch
around all the City, and the entire area commanded by
cannon positioned for both frontal assault and crossfire.
Every possible preparation and precaution was taken.
Even the Latin and Greek Archbishops were instructed
to give sermons regarding the necessity and merit of
courageous resistance. Public prayers were offered
imploring victory for the champions of the Cross, many
praying to the Icon of the Order, Our Lady of
Philermos.

Cheque Presentation
- Bobath Scotland
Almost immediately after disembarking, the
bombardment began, and daily assaults were made against
the fortified city, attacks which failed as the Rhodian forces
answered back in kind and cost the Turks dearly due to the
precision of the Rhodian cannoniers. So heavy were the
losses that the invaders began to lose heart and wanted to
abandon the siege. However, because of so many Turkish
defeats by the Order, The Sultan himself this time decided
to command the siege. Suleiman came ashore on July 28th.
His first act was to assemble his entire army, and had them
disarmed. Then he surrounded them with 16,000 soldiers of
his personal guard, and he told them that because of their
failures and their desire to give up, he would execute every
tenth man. Hearing this, They prostrated themselves before
him and begged for mercy. This was the last time that there
was any further talk about retreating.
A violent, continuous, general bombardment now began.
It is difficult to grasp the intensity of this siege. Once the
cannonade began it rarely let up. The battle raged day and
night for five months. During the day the walls would be
battered into rubble, while engagements took place all
around the city as thousands of Turks assaulted various
fortified positions. Then, during the night, even under
bombardment, the walls were rebuilt. The Knights would
oversee the destruction of the buildings throughout the city,
and then the resulting debris of stone used to rebuild the
fortifications. (characters 9561)
To be continued in the next edition of the European.
H.E. Bailiff René Tonna-Barthet GCSJ, CMSJ & Bar, MMSJ

I met last week with Clare Lappin Head of
Fundraising for Bobath Scotland and their new
Chief Executive, Stephanie Fraser, formerly
Head of Development at Scottish Ballet, and was
given a tour of the impressive modern facilities
which Bobath use to provide therapy for
children with cerebral palsy and to provide
support and involvement for their families.

Both Clare and Stephanie were most appreciative of
the support which SOSJ has given Bobath Scotland and
expressed the hope that such support could continue in
these challenging times for everyone and particularly
for charities who depend on an element of funding from
the NHS and local authorities.

They send their grateful thanks to all members of the
Commandery of Scotland.
Chevalier Alan McCulloch KSJ

SPIRITUAL MESSAGE
June 24th, the
feast of the birth of
St John, is a
Sunday this year.
That means that in
Catholic churches
and in Protestant
churches that use
the
common
Lectionary,
the
feast
of
our
patron’s birth will
be kept on the day
Christians
regularly come to
church.

The Commanderies of our order regularly celebrate our
patronal feast on a Saturday in June, but it is in December,
during the Advent season, that we study John’s teaching in
our parish worship. John told his listeners to prepare for the
coming of Jesus, and it is during Advent, when we are
preparing to celebrate the coming of Jesus at Christmas, that
we re-examine his teaching. The gospel account of his birth,
and how his father insisted that he be named John ‘the Lord
is gracious’ is what we read on our patronal feast days, and
we shall also hear it read when we come to our churches on
Sunday June 24th.
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But it may be that neither this passage, nor the accounts of
his preaching repentance that we study during Advent, are
the most important for us to reflect on at this present time.
In the first chapter of St. John’s gospel we read how John
the Baptist pointed out Jesus as the Lamb of God, to Andrew
and to another unnamed listener. Andrew brings his brother
Simon Peter to meet Jesus. Jesus himself meets Philip, who
brings Nathanael to meet Jesus, insisting that he ‘Come and
See.’ In the course of two or three days for or five future
apostles of Jesus have been recruited, by invitation and
personal contact.

We all know the difficulties of recruiting new members
for our Order, or for any church-based organisation. We
know how many demands are already made on the time and
generosity of talented people. We know the difficulties
potential aspirants will raise, even when we assure them that
they have much to offer. But the picture in the gospel of St.
John and his followers pointing out Jesus, telling their
friends about Jesus, and insisting that they ‘Come and See’
should be an inspiration to all of us. It should give us the
confidence and the stimulus we need to assure our friends
that they have received great talents from their maker, and
that our Order offers them a unique channel through which
they can bring these gifts to the service of humanity.

Sovereign Council
Meeting

San Francisco September
20th - 23rd 2012

There will be a welcoming dinner at
the hotel, a tour of the bay along the
route that the America’s cup race
will follow with a dinner at one of
the United States most prestigious
Yacht Clubs overlooking the
Golden Gate Bridge. The
Investiture Service will take place
in Grace Cathedral atop Nob Hill
followed by a dinner dance at The
Pacific Union Club, one of two
most outstanding clubs in San
Francisco. The trip following the
Investiture will take us to the wine
county of Napa and Sonoma and
the sea shore of Monterey, Carmel
and Pebble Beach.

Chevalier The Reverend
Father John Wiley KJSJ MA (Cantab) BD

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Noel Christmas Lunch

- Crutherland House Hotel,
East Kilbride,
Friday 14th December 2012

Commandery of England
Investiture

- Sacred Heart Church, Wimbledon
Saturday, 10th November 2012
(details can be obtained from
Commander Vassilios Papalois
e-mail: v.papalois@btinternet.com
Telephone: +44(0) 20 8543 1657
To ensure safe delivery of your
copy, please advise us of any
change to your contact details.
All editions of The European can
be found on the international
website
www.sosjinternational.com

A special thanks to H.E. Conventual Bailiff Grand Conservator René Tonna-Barthet GCSJ, CMSJ and Bar, MMSJ &
H.E. Bailiff Glenn H. Wales GCSJ Prior of the United Kingdom & Ireland
Please notify us of any change in your contact details to ensure safe delivery of the newsletter.

